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PREFACE 

This volume is the first of a series of three dealing 
with the slaveholding Indians as secessionists, as par- 
ticipants in the Civil War, and as victims under recon- 
struction. The series deals with a phase of American 
Civil War history which has heretofore been almost 
entirely neglected or, where dealt with, either misun- 
derstood or misinterpreted. Perhaps the third and last 
volume will to many people be the most interesting 
because it will show, in great detail, the enormous price 
that the unfortunate Indian had to pay for having al- 
lowed himself to become a secessionist and a soldier. 
Yet the suggestiveness of this first volume is consider- 
ably larger than would appear at first glance. It has 
been purposely given a sub-title, in order that the pecu- 
liar position of the Indian, in 1861, may be brought out 
in strong relief. He was enough inside the American 
Union to have something to say about secession and 
enough outside of it to be approached diplomatically. 
It is well to note, indeed, that Albert Pike, negotiated 
the several Indian treaties that bound the Indian na- 
tions in an alliance with the seceded states, under the 
authority of the Confederate State Department, which 
was a decided advance upon United States practice-an 
innovation, in fact, that marked the tremendous im- 
portance that the Confederate government attached to 
the Indian friendship. It was something that stood 
out in marked contrast to the indifference manifested at 
the moment by the authorities at Washington ; for, while 
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they were neglecting the Indian even to an extent that 
amounted to actual dishonor, the Confederacy was oflfer- 
ing him political integrity and political equality and 
was establishing over his country, not simply an empty 
wardship, but a bona fide protectorate. 

Granting then that the negotiations of 1861 with the 
Indian nations constitute a phase of southern diplomatic 
history, it may be well to consider to what Indian par- 
ticipation in the Civil War amounted. It was a cir- 
cumstance that was interesting rather than significant; 
and the majority will have to admit that it was a cir- 
cumstance that could not possibly have materially af- 
fected the ultimate situation. It was the Indian coun- 
try, rather than the Indian owner, that the Confederacy 
wanted to be sure of possessing; for Indian Territory 
occupied a position of strategic importance, from both 
the economic and the military point of view. The 
possession of it was absolutely necessary for the political 
and the institutional consolidation of the South. Texas 
might well think of going her own way and of forming 
an independent republic once again, when between her 
and Arkansas lay the immense reservations of the great 
tribes. They were slaveholding tribes, too, yet were 
supposed by the United States government to have no 
interest whatsoever in a sectional conflict that involved 
the very existence of the "peculiar institution.'* Thus 
the federal government left them to themselves at the 
critical moment and left them, moreover, at the mercy 
of the South, and then was indignant that they betrayed 
a sectional affiliation. 

The author deems it of no slight advantage, in under- 
taking a work of this sort, that she is of British birth 
and antecedents and that her educational training, so 
largely American as it is, has been gained without re- 
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spect to a particular locality. She belongs to no section 
of the Union, has lived, for longer or shorter periods 
in all sections, and has developed no local bias. It is 
her sincere wish that no charge of prejudice can, in ever 
so small a degree, be substantiated by the evidence, pre- 
sented here or elsewhere. ANNIE HELOISE AbeL. 
Baltimore, September, 1914 
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I. THE GENERAL SITUATION IN THE IN- 
DIAN COUNTRY, 1 830- 1 860 

Veterans of the Confederate service who saw action 
along the Missouri-Arkansas frontier have frequently 
complained, in recent years, that military operations in 
and around Virginia during the War between the States 
receive historically so much attention that, as a conse- 
quence, the steady, stubborn fighting west of the Mis- 
sissippi River is either totally ignored or, at best, cast 
into dim obscurity. There is much of truth in the criti- 
cism but it applies in fullest measure only when the 
Indians are taken into account; for no accredited his- 
tory of the American Civil War that has yet appeared 
has adequately recognized certain rather interesting 
facts connected with that period of frontier develop- 
ment; viz., that Indians fought on both sides in the 
great sectional struggle, that they were moved to fight, 
not by instincts of savagery, but by identically the same 
motives and impulses as the white men, and that, in the 
final outcome, they suffered even more terribly than did 
the whites. Moreover, the Indians fought as solicited 
allies, some as nations, diplomatically approached. 
Treaties were made with them as with foreign powen 
and not in the farcical, fraudulent way that had been 
customary in times past. They promised alliance and 
were given in return political position - a fair exchange. 
The sonthem white man, embarrassed, conceded much, 
far more than he really believed in, more than he ever 
could or would have conceded, had he not himself been 
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so fearfully hard pressed. His own predicament, the 
exigencies of the moment, made him give to the Indian 
a justice, the like of which neither one of them had 
dared even to dream. It was quite otherwise with the 
northern white man, however; for he, self-confident 
and self-reliant, negotiated with the Indian in the tra- 
ditional way, took base advantage of the straits in which 
he found him, asked him to help him fight his battles, 
and, in the selfsame moment, plotted to dispossess him 
of his lands, the very lands that had, less than five and 
twenty years before, been pledged as an Indian posses- 
sion "as long as the grass should grow and the waters 
run." 

From what has just been said, it can be easily in- 
ferred that two distinct groups of Indians will have to 
be dealt with, a northern and a southern ; but, for the 
present, it will be best to take them all together. Col- 
lectively, they occupied a vast extent of country in the 
so-called great American desert Their situation was 
peculiar. Their participation in the war, in some ca- 
pacity, was absolutely inevitable; but, preparatory to 
any right understanding of the reasons, geographical, 
institutional, political, financial, and military, that 
made it so, a rapid survey of conditions ante-dating the 
war most be considered. 

It will be remembered that for some time prior to 
i860 the policy* of the United States government had 
been to relieve the eastern states of their Indian inhab- 
itants and that this it had done, since the first years of 

* CoofeiMdlj much to in ditcredit, the tTnitcd Stattt govenuneiil bu never 
bad, for any appreciable length of tiine, a welMeveloped iikd well-defined In- 
dian polic7, one ibat hu made Ibe welfare of Ibe ■bongiuea in tole concern. 
Lcgiitation for the •id>}ect race hat almoat invari^Ir been dictated by the needs 
of Ibe hour, by the telfish and eaorbitanl demand* of pioneer*, aikd by Ibe 
Ktecd and caprice of politician*. 
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Andrew Jackson's presidency, by a more or less com- 
pulsory removal to the country lying immediately west 
of Arkansas and Missouri. As a result, the situation 
there created was as follows : In the territory compre- 
hended in the present state of Kansas, alongside of in- 
digenous tribes, like the Kansa and the Osage,* had been 
placed various tribes or portions of tribes from the old 
Northwest*-the Shawnees and Munsees from Ohio,* 
the Delawares, Kickapoos, Potawatomies, and Miamies 
from Indiana, the Ottawas and Chippewas from Mich- 
igan, the Wyandots from Ohio and Michigan, the Weas, 
Peorias, Kaskaskias, and Piankashaws from Illinois, 
and a few New York Indians from Wisconsin. To the 
southward of all of those northern tribal immigrants 
and chiefly beyond the later Kansas boundary, or in the 
present state of Oklahoma, had been similarly placed 
the great* tribes from the South*-the Creeks from 

'There were, of courte, other indigenoui tribei to the Trestnatd, in the 
directian of Colorado Hid T^at, and Vt the northward, in toutbern Nebratka; 
but oaV} the latter were more tbao retnotel; affected, ae far ai local habitatiMi 
waa coDcented, by the comiitg of the caateni emigrautR and the coniequent in* 
troductioti of the niervarioD qttcnl. 

* Kantaa Hiitorical Society ColUttitm, vol. viii, 7a'to9. 

<In acareely a tingle caae here cited wai the old home of die tribe limited 
br the boundarin of a lioglc natc nor !■ it to be underitood that the Mate here 
meiuioDed wa* neceeurily the origiDal habitat of the tribe. It waa only the 
territorial beadquarteia of the tribe at the time of removal or at the time when 
the poli^ of removal wai firtt iniiited upon ai a tint gua nss. Some of the 
Indiana emiKraitd independently of treaty arraagementt with the United Slatea 
Korernment and mne did not immediately direct their Hepa towarda Kaiiaat 
or Ofclahooia; but made, through choice or through necenity, an ioterrening 
point a atopping-place. The Kickapooi, the Shawneei, and tlie Delaware* tar* 
ricd in Miwouri, the Cboctawi and the Chcrokeei, many of them, in Aitanaaa 
but that WB« before 1S30, the date of the removal law. After iSjot there wa» 
no poaiiblc reMing-place for weary Indiana thi» tide of the Oiiric Mountain*. 

* Soote of the more ituignifieant touthem Indian* eventually found their 
way alto to OUabania. In it6o there were ■ few Louiiiana Caddoe* in the 
nordiwenetD part of the Chickaiaw country, nMm likely the *amc that, in 
iSM, were reported to have been drtren out of Texa* in 1159 by bu*hwfaacher* 
and dtta out of the Wtshtt* country at the opening of the Civil War. Th^ 
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Georgia and Alabama, the Cherokees from Tennessee 
and Georgia, the Seminoles from Florida, and the Choc- 
taws and Chickasaws from Alabama and Mississippi.' 
The population of the whole country thus colonized 

coDtinucd throu^iout the war loyal to die tlDited Slate*. In iSj3 dw Choctai* 
General OMKil paned an act admilting to the ri^ta of dtizensbip MTCral 
Catawba Indiana; and, from that circumttaDce, tbe Office of Indian ASaifi 
iunnited that the Choctaw* would be willing to incorporate Cauwbaa yet in 
the Caroliuaa. In 1S57 there were about leventy Catawba* in South Carolina on 
a rinj reterratioii. They exprc**ed an ardent wiih to go among the Choctaw*. 
In lite the Catawba* were in po«e*«ion of the northeauern part of the CIkw 
law oountiy. 

* For the detailed hiitory of evcoti leading up to Indiui removal*, patdc- 
nlaily die louthern, ice American Hiitorkal Aatociation, Repart, 1906, X41-450. 

' Not all of the toutbem Indian* had emigrated in the tbirtiet and fordc*. 
A contiderahle number of ChenAeet remored themMlve* from the country ea)t 
of the Mi*iii*ippi to Texa*. Thi* wai immediately lubtequent to and induced 
by the American Revolution [Texai Historical Auociation, Quarlert]/, July, 
ilg7, jg-46 and October, 1903, 95-165]. Many Cheroken, likewite, took tbe 
•uggeitica of Preiident Jefferton and moved to the Arkaoea* country prior to 
ttao. Moreover, there were "Eatteni Cherokee*" ia controveny with the 
"Weatctn Cherokee*" for many jcara after the Civil War. Their endle** 
(tuancli over proper^ proved the occauon of much lidgatioiL In the lite 
fifde* active meaaure* were taken by the Office of Indian Affair* to cmnplete 
the removal of the Seminole* and to accomplith by intrigue and diplocnacj 
what the long and expensive Second Seminole War had utterly failed to do. 
Eliaa Rector of Arkaosaa auperintended the matter and the Seminole chief, 
John Jumper, gave valuable aninance, ai did alto the Creeks, who generouily 
granted to the Semimle* a home within the Creek country wen [Creek Trea^, 
1856, Kapplcr** Indian Lava and Trtatiei, vfA. ii, 757]. Billy Bowleg* was 
the la*t Semitiole chief of prominence to leave Florida [Coe** Red Patriatt, 
19S]. In i>s3 there were (till tome four hundred Choctaw* reported a* living 
in Alabama and tbere must have been even more than that in Minitaippi. Id 
1S54 itepi were taken, but uniucceufully, for their removal. In 1859 Repre- 
lentative John J. McRae presented a petition from citizen* of varioua Mis- 
•i*tippi counties asking that the Choctaw* be removed altogether frotn the 
state because of iheli intimacy and intercourse with the negroes. The Office 
of Indian Affairs refused to act. Perchance, it coniidercd the moment inop- 
portune or the means at hand insufficient. It may even have considered the 
charge against the Choctaw* a mere pretext and quite unfoutided since it wai 
commonly reported that the Choctaw* had a decided aversion to thai particular 
kind of race mixture. In that respect they differed very considerably from 
the Creek* who to-day are *aid to present a very curious spectacle of an ai- 
moat complete mixture. Choctaw* fnnn Mi«*issippi and Cherokees from Noith 
Carolina and Catawba* from South Carolina fought with the South in the 
Civil War. 
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and, in a sense, reduced to the reservation system, 
amounted approximately to seventy- four thousand souls, 
less than seven thousand of whom were north of the 
Missouri-Compromise line. The others were all south 
of it and, therefore, within a possible slave belt 

This circumstance is not without significance; for it 
is the colonized, or reservation, Indians' exclusively 
that are to figure in these pages and, since this story is a 
chapter in the struggle between the North and the 
South, the proportion of southerners to northerners 
among the Indian immigrants must, in the very nature 
of things, have weight. The relative location of north- 
em and southern tribes seems to have been determined 
with a very careful regard to the restrictions of the 
Missouri Compromise and the interdicted line of thir- 
ty-six degrees and thirty minutes was pretty nearly the 
boundary between them.* That it was so by accident 
may or may not be subject for conjecture. Fortunately 
for the disinterested motives of politicians but most un- 
fortunately for the defenceless Indians, the Cherokee 
land obtruded itself just a little above the thirty-seventh 
parallel and formed a "Cherokee Strip" eagerly covet- 
ed by Kansans in later days. One objection, be it re- 
membered, that had been offered to the original plan of 
removal was that, unless the slaveholding southern In- 
dians were moved directly westward along parallel 

* Othei Indian* made trouble during the progrcti of the Ciril Wat, a*, 
for inttance, the Sioux in (be lumnier of i8£i. Tbe Sioux, however, were dM 
fighdng for or against the inuct of the white man't war. They were timply 
tddfflg advuitage of a favorable occasioa, when the United States govenuneDt 
wai preoccupied, to avenge their own wrongi. 

•The exittence of the "Cherokee Neutral Land" out of which the loutfa- 
eaatetn counriei of Kauas were il legitimately fotrned was not exactlj an ei- 
ccptiao to tfaiik The Neutral I.aod, eight hundied tboi»and acrei in extent, 
waa an independent purchaae, made hf the Cherokee*, and wat not included in 
the exdiange or in the original tcheme that farced their removal front Georgia. 
It wta a wbiequent concemon to otttraged jwtice. 



/ 
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lines of latitude, northern rights under the Missouri 
Compromise would be encroached upon. Yet slavery 
was not conscientiously excluded from Kansas in the 
days antecedent to its organization as a territory. With- 
in the Indian country, and it was all Indian country 
then, slavery was allowed, at least on sufferance, both 
north and south of the interdicted line. It was even en- 
couraged by many white men who made their homes or 
their living there, by interlopers, licensed traders, and 
missionaries ; '" but it flourished as a legitimate institu- 
tion only among the great tribes planted south of the 
line. With them it had been a familiar institution long 
before the time of their exile. In their native haunts 
they had had negro slaves as had had the whites and 
removal had made no difference to them in that partic- 
ular. Since the beginning of the century refuge to fugi- 
tives and confusion of ownership had been occasions for 
frequent quarrel between them and the citizens of the 
Southern States. Later, when questions came up touch- 
ing the status of slavery on strictly federal soil, the In- 
dian country and the District of Columbia often found 
themselves listed together." Moreover, after 1850, it 
became a matter of serious import whether or no the 
Fugitive Slave Law was operative within the Indian 
country; and, when influenced apparently by Jefferson 
Davis, Attorney-general Cushing gave as his opinion 
that it was, new controversies arose. Slaves belonging 

*° By fvt tbc be« inMance of miMiooarr ictivitf in behalf of tlavciy unoag 
th« ncMthcm Indian immiKraDti i* to be found in the caie of the Rerereitd 
ThtMSai JohDMn't work at the Shawnee Minion [Riy'i Rtfeal of the Miiieuti 
Ctmfnmut, footnote 307]. JrAnton, like William Walker, head chief of the 
Wjandoti^ waa an aident pn>-ilavery advocate ^ihid., footnote loj] and took a 
rather ditsracefully prorainent pan in the notorioui election fraudi of early 
Kanaaa territorial dayi [Tlouae Rtp»rt, 34lh congreai, Brit tenion, da soO| pp. 
M. tS, 94, 435]. 

11 Bocfaanan't Wfks, vol iii, 14S. iVh Hi- 
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to the Indians were often enticed away by the abolition- 
ists '* and still more often were seized by southern men 
under pretense of their being fugitives." In cases of 
the latter sort, the Indian owners had little or no re- 
dress in the federal courts of law.** 

■* Sidiert'i Umdergnund Raitnad fnm Slavtry to Freedom, 284. 
■*Tbc man intercMii^ caie tliat cunc up in thit conncctioa wu thai of the 
to-allcd Bemw' Necroet, Ktidcnt in the Choctra country and illegallj' 
clainwd •■ irf n gc w by John B. DivU oi MiMitaippi [Indian Office, Special 
Filtt, na 177]. The Reverend S. A. WorceMer intcrnied hinNctf in their be- 
half [Jefferaoa Davit to Woitieatet, October 7, 1SJ4] iDd ■ deeuioa wia finally 
rendered in their favor. Anodier iotcrcMing caie of Hmilar nuure waa, "In 
re negroea taken from Overton Love and David Wall of the Chi^aaaw Nation 
bj Ciiixen* of Tezai, it48-'57'' [Md^ no. 37I]. 

** Under the Intercoune Law of it J4, die Indian Territory had been an- 
neaed for judicial purpoiei to the weatcm dittrict of Aikauai. The Indiana 
were much diMatiified. They ^It. thnsiclyca eiilJlIcd to i. federal court of 
dieir own, a privilege the United Statet govenunent peraiueotly denied to 
then but one that the Confederate goremment readily graottd. Ai matter* 
atood, prior to the C^vil War, the red men leenied alwayi at the mercy of the 
while man'* diatorted cofweption of juaiice and were, perforce, quite beyond 
the resch of the boaned guarantie* of theoretical Anglo-Saxon juttice tince 
tlte very location of the court precluded ■ trial by their peer* of the vicinage. 
The jouratT to Artansai, in thoae early day*, wat long and timome and ex- 
penaive. Ccmplicaiion* frequently aroae and matteri, difficult of adjuitment, 
even under dte beet of circuroatances. Ammig the Creekt and Seminole*, die 
itatii* of the free negro wa* exceptionally high, partly due, vrlth reipcct to the 
latter, lo condition* growing out of tlie Second Seminole War. Ai already in-- ' 
timated, the CraA* had no avenion nhataoevcr to race mixture* and inter- ■ ' 
marriage between ncgroei and Indian* wat rather commoiL The hilf-breedt ■ 
reaulling from luch unions were accepted a* bona fide membcn of the tribe by 
die lodiaiM in the diitribution of annuide*, but not by the United State* 
conrti — another source of difficulty and a very inttrucdve one as well, par- 
ticularly from the atandpoinl of rcconttructioaiit exaction*. 

OocaMonally the presence of the free negro within die Indian country wa* 

a toum of grave danger. The accompanying letter* outline a case in point: 

Head QUARrit* jm. Mil: De?t. Fokt Surra, March jtb. tts*- 

Sn: By direction of the Colonel commanding the Dnpartmeni I 

tranmit herewith copies of a communication from George Folaotn, 

Chief of the Pushmataha District, to Colonel Wilaon Choctaw Agent and 

one fmn Colonel William Wilson Choctaw Agent to Brevet Major 

Holme* cmnmanding Port Washita asking aid from the Militarj- force. 

A* the letter from the Choctaw Agent i* not sufficiently explicit as to 

what he wishes done by the Military authority the subject is rehrred to 

you, and if on iavestigadon it be found that Military interference is 
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In point of fact, during all the years between the 
various dates of Indian removal and the breaking out 
of the Civil War, the Indian country was constantly 

necoMry to enforce (he iotercoune law, prooipi auittence nill be ren* 
dered for the purpowt therein tpedficd, under the ditecdoo and in pret- 
ence of the Choctan Agent Seapcctfully Yr Obt Sent., 

FKANcn N Pace, Ant Adjt. GeoL 
Colooet John DmncD, Superiotcndent W. T. 

Inclosure 

Choctaw Acbmct, February gih itja 

Sn: The endoted copy of a letter fram Colonel George Folioiii 
Chief of Pushmatahi Diitrict of the Choctaw Natioo nill put you in 
poMenion of the facta and reaioDi why I addieet you at this time. 

Aa the poiitioD of the free Negro* and Indiana alluded to in the 
Cbiefa letter aeema to be of ratber a hoMile character, having built 
themielvet a Fort doubtlcn for the purpoae of defending themselTea if 
interupted in their pmenl location, it teenu to me Decenary that they 
tbould be driven away if oeceaaary by Military authority; and, ■* your 
pott ii the moat convenient to the place where the Negroea and Indiana 
■re Ported I have thought that a Gommand oould be tent with leai 
trouble and at len ezpenae to the government by you than any one elie. 
1 would therefore moM mpectfully call upon you to take luch «tep« aa 
you may think moet advitable to remove from At Choctaw country the 
petaoni complained of by the Chief, and if neceaiaiy call upon Chief 
Folaoin to aid you with hit light horae, who may be of much aervke to 
you in the way of Guide*. Very Respectfully Vr. Obt Setvt 

(Signed) Wnxuu WiLaoH, Choctaw Agent 
[Endortement] A true Copy, Franda N Page, AaH. Adjt. Genl. 

Inclosure 
Pushmataha Disraicr, January 33. 115a. 

Dear Sut: I ipokc to you about thoae free negroea upon the head 
waters of Boggy, when I laat taw you, requeidog to have aomething 
done with them. I have juit learned that the negroea and aome Indians 
ate banded together and have built tbenuelve* a little Fort There is 
no doubt but that they will be a great trouble to us. One of our coun- 
try judges sent for the light-horse-men to go and seize the negroes, but 
I have forbid them going, and many of our people wish to go and see 
them. I have forbid any body to go there with inteniiom to take them. 
It will no doubt be hard to break them up. You have probably just 
returned hotne, and it may teem tietapaaaing upcm you to write you 
about thoae negroes and Indians, but you are our agent, and we have 
the right to look to you for help. It leemi to me this affair wanti an 
immediate action on it. 

I have simply stated to you how dieie negroes and Indians are 
Ported up that you may better know how to deal with than. In pur- 



Digilized by Google 




Dijizedb, Google 



Digitized b, Google 



The Indian Country, l8$0-l86o 27 

beset by difficulties. Some of the difficulties were inci- 
dent to removal or to disturbances within the tribes but 
most of them were incident to changes and to political 
complications in the white man's country. Scarcely 
had the removal project been fairly launched and the 
first Indian emigrants started upon their journey west-/^, 
ward than events were in train for the overthrow of the 
whole scheme. "" 

When Calhoun mapped out the Indian country in his 
elaborate report of 1825, the selection of the trans-Mis- 
souri region might well have been regarded as judicious. 
Had the plan of general removal been adopted then, 
before sectional interests had wholly vitiated it, the 
United States government might have gained and, in a 
measure, would have richly deserved the credit of do- 
ing at least one thing for the protection and preserva- 
tion of the aborigines from motives, not self ^inte rested, 
but purely humanitarian. The moment was oppor- 
tune. The territory of the United States was then lim- 
ited by the confines of the Louisiana Purchase and its 
settlements by the great American desert. Traders 
only had penetrated to any considerable extent to the 
base of the Rockies; but experience already gained 
might have taught that their presence was portentous 
and significant of the need of haste; that is, if Calhoun's 
selection were to continue judicious; for traders, as has 
been amply proved in both British and American his- 
tory, have ever been but the advance agents of settlers. 

Unfortunately for the cause of pure philanthropy, the 
United States government was exceedingly slow in 

lornriDg yaar dolict if I can id u^ w«7 render jm any uiiMuice I 
«hall ilway* be bappy to do m. Veiy Tcgpectfully Your friend 

(Signed) Geokge Folsom, Chief Pi»h: Ditt: 
C«1: William WilioD, Choctaw Agent 
[Endonemcnt] a true Copy, Francii N Page, Ant. Adjt. Genl, 
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adopting the plan of Indian removal; but its citizens 
were by no means equally slow in developing the spirit 
of territorial expansion. Their successful seizure of 
West Florida had fired their ambition and their cupid- 
ity. With Texas annexed and lower Oregon occupied, 

' the selection of the trans- Missouri region had ceased 

' .to be judicious. How could the Indians expect to be 
secure in a country that was the natural highway to a 

■ magnificent country beyond, invitingly open to settle- 
ment! But this very pertinent and patent fact the offi- 
cials at Washington singularly failed to realize and 
they went on calmly assuring the Indians that they 
should never be disturbed again, that the federal gov- 
ernment would protect them in their rights and against 
all enemies, that no white man should be allowed to 
intrude upon them, that they should hold their lands 
undiminished forever, and that no state or territorial 
lines should ever again circumscribe them. Such prom- 
ises were decidedly fatuous, dead letters long before the 
ink that recorded them had had time to dry. The Mex- 
ican War followed the annexation of Texas and its con- 
quests necessitated a further use of the Indian high- 
way. Soldiers that fought in that war saw the Indian 

'land and straightway coveted it Forty-niners saw it 
and coveted it also. Prospectors and adventurers of all 
sorts laid plans for exploiting it. It entered as a deter- 
mining factor into Benton's great scheme for building 
a national road that should connect the Atlantic and 
Pacific shores and with the inception of that came a 
very sudden and a very real danger; for the same great 
scheme precipitated, although in an indirect sort of 
way, the agitation for the opening up of Kansas and 
Nebraska to white settlement, which, of course, meant 
that the recent Indian colonists, in spite of all the sol- 
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emn governmental guaranties that had been given to 
them, would have to be ousted, for would not the "sov- 
ereign" people of America demand it? Then, too, the 
Dred Scott decision, the result of a dishonorable politi- 
cal collusion as it was," militated indirectly against 
Indian interests. It is true that it was only in its extra- , 
legal aspect" that' it did this but it did it none the less; 
for, if the authority of the federal government was not ■ 
supreme in the territories and not supreme in any part . 
of the country not yet organized into states, then the 
Indian landed property rights in the West that rested 
exclusively upon federal grant, under the Removal Act 
of 1830, were virtually nil. It is rather interesting to 
observe, in this connection, how inconsistent human na- 
ture is when political expediency is the thing at stake; 
for it happened that the same people and the same 
party, identically, that, in the second and third decades 
of the nineteenth century, had tried to convince the In- 
dians, and against their better judgment too, that the 
red man would be forever unmolested in the western 
country because the federal government owned it abso- 
lutely and could give a title in perpetuity, argued, in 
the fourth and fifth decades, that the states were the 
sole proprietors, that they were, in fact, the joint own- 
ers of everything heretofore considered as national. In- 
ferentially, therefore, Indians, like negroes, had no 
rights that white men were bound to respect 

The crucial point has now been reached in this dis- 
cussion. From the date of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill^ 
the sectional affiliation of the Indian country became a 
thing of more than passing moment. Whatever may 
have been John C. Calhoun's ulterior and real motive 

"Buchinan'i JVorki, vol. x, "the Cairon letter," 106; "the Grier letter," 
106-107. 
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in urging that the trans- Missouri region be closed to 
white settlement forever, whether he did, as some of his 
abolitionist enemies have charged, plan thus to block 
free-state expansion and so frustrate the natural oper- 
ations of the Missouri Compromise, certain it is, that 
southern politicians, after his time, became the chief 
advocates of Indian territorial integrity, the ones that 
pleaded most often and most noisily that guaranties b) 
Indians be faithfully respected. They had in mind the 
northern part of the Indian country and that atone ; but, 
no doubt, the circumstance was purely accidental, since 
at that time, the early fifties, the northern '* was the only 
part likely to be encroached upon." Their interest in 
the southern part took an entirely different direction 

>* Thi* wu ■■ it appeircd to N. G. Taylor, CommiMioDer of IndUn Af- 
fair*, aa he looked bade, in 1B67, upon evcnu of the pait few Tean. He wa* 
then of the opioion that the veiy eziittncc of ilavcry unoog the touthcm 
tribe* bad moM probably taved their countiy from beiog coveted by enugiaDta 
going we*twiid. 

" Odc agency under the Southern Superiotendency, the Neo*ho River 
Agency, wa*, however, included in the ■efaemc preliminaiy to the oif anization 
of Kanaa* and Neltraika. See the foUowing letten found in Thomaa S. Drew** 
Lttltr Frtu Boot: 

(a) Office Supt. Imd. Affaiu Fort Smith, Aru. Dec. 11, tSjj. 
Sn: locloted herewith you will receive letter* from Agent Dom, 

dated the itt and and iotiuM; the former in relation to the di*po«ition 
of die Indian* within hi* agency to meet Commiiuonen on Ibe nibject 
of •elUog their land*, or baring a Territorial form of Government ex- 
lend over them by tbe Uniod State*: and the latter oominaring John 
Pinch at Bladumith to the Great and Little Oiage*. Veiy reipectfully 
Your obt. *ervt. A. H. RuTHOtrow, Clerk for Supt. 

Hon. Geo. W. Manypenoy, Com' Ind. Affair* 
Waabington City. 

(b) Office StJpr. Ihduh Affaiu Fort Smith, Akks. Dec 39, 1BS3. 
Sn: ... I have al«o to aduiawlcdge tbe receipt of letter* from 

you of die and initant to die ConiiniMioner of Ind. Affn. upon die nib- ' 
ject of the Indian* within your Agency being willing to meet Commit- 
dooer* 00 tbe part of the U.S. preparatoi; to telling their land*, or to 
take into cratideradon die propriety of admitting a Terrilorial fonn of 
Govenunent extended over diem k . . . 

A. H. Rtn^nFOU), Clerk for Supt. 
A. J. Dora, U.S. Indian Agt., Crawford Seminary. 
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and that also may have been accidental or occasioned by 
conditions quite local and present. For this southern 
part, by the way, they recommended American citizen- 
ship and the creation of American states" in the Union, 

" In thi* connecrion, tbc folIoniDg arc of interMt: 

(«) The Choctawi, it ii undcntood, arc piepared to receive and U- 
Mot to the proviiiocu of ■ bill introduced three yeart tioce into the Senate 
hj Senator Johnton of Aifcaotaa, for the creation of the Territoriea of 
Chah-la-kee, Cbah-ta, and Muarakee, and it i> Kreatlj' to l>e hoped that 
that or nme limilir bill iniy be tpeedil]' enacted. . . Tbeir couatry, 
a far finer one than Kaiuai. . . The Choctawi have adopted a nen 
caMdtution, vetting the nipreme eiccutire power in a governor. . . 
It is uodcrtiood that thii change hit been made preparatoiy to tbe ac- 
ceptance of tbe bill already mentioned. 
The fbrexMUK ii taken frooi tbe Axmtat Rrport of the nutheni raperintendent 
for ilj7 and in that report, Eliai Rector who wai then the niperintendent, 
having taken office that -wttf yt\t, argued that all the five gnat tribei ou^ 
to be allowed to have delegatei on the floor of Ctrngren and to be made citi- 
zen* of the United Statea ; lor tbe conttitutioni of the ChenAeea, Choctaws, and 
Chidcaaawi would compare fovorabty, aaid be, with thote of any of the loutb- 
wettem Malet [Senate Dommfnli, J5th congrea*, Rnt Mnion, vol. ii, 48s}. 
(b) The Fort Smith Timts of Febroary 3, 1859 printed the following: 
Sam HoimDH and thi PaesmHCY 
Tbe following we take from a printed ilip lent to u* by our Doaki- 
vitle oirreapoDdent, who infotmt ua that it was lent to that office juat - 
as he tends it. We presume that it is the programme laid down by 
some of the Texas papers, friendly to die electiMi of Sam Houston to the 
Preudency. . . 

Rforganitalion of the Terrilonu 
I. Tbe organization of the Aboriginal Territoiy of Decotab, from 
that part of the late Territory of Minnesota, lying west of die State of 



a. To fix the western boundaries of Kansas and Nebraska, at the 
Meridian 99 or too; and to ettabliih in those Territoriei^ Aboriginal 
counties, for the exclusive and penoaneot occupation of (he Aboriginal 
tribes now located east of that line and within those Territories; also to 
provide, that said Territories shall not be idmitted into the Unim as 
States unless their several Constitutions provide for the continuatiMi of 
the Federal regulations adopted for better govemment and welfare of 
Uic Aboriginal tribes inhabiting the same. 

J. To organize the Indian territory lying west of Arkansas^ as "Ue 
Aboriginal Territory of Neosho," under regulation similar to those pro- 
posed by Hon. Robert W. JcJunon of Arkansas io 18J4 for the organiia- 
tioD of the Indian territory of Neosho. 

4. To purchase from tbe State of Texas all that portion of the State 
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also a territorial organization immediately that should 
look towards that end. Such advice came as early as 
1853, at least, and was more natural than would at first 
glance appear; for the southern tribes were huge in 
population, in land, and in resources. They were civ- 
ilized, had governments and laws modelled upon the 

lying Dofth of tbi Red river Mid indude the •■me in the Aboriginal 
lemtoiy of Comuwlie or OuMhit*. 

5. The territoiy of New Mexico. 

6. From the wetteni pontoo of New Mexico to take the AboriglntI 
territofy of NiTajoe. 

7. From the wcflem portiiM) of Utah, to take die Aborigiiul terri- 



Re-organiM the eaittrn pait of Utah, (the Monnon countiy), «s ao 
Aboriginal territory. 

Organize the we«tero territory of Otage. 

From Ncbraika, wot of the M.iook and *outh of the 4sib parallel 
lake the Abori^nal territory of Mandan. 

Organiie the eattera half of Orcgim, m the Aboriginal territoiy of 
Umatilla. 

Waihiogton east of the M.iil to be the Aboriginal territory of 
Okanagan. 

Nebritka, north of the 4jlh parallel to be the Aboriginal territory (rf 
AarinneboiiL Emigration into thcae territories to be pnAibitcd by law 
of Coogrcn, until die aame ihall have been admitted into the Union a* 
Statci. 

In each teiritoty, a midcnt Military Police to preaerve order. . . 
(c) Henry WIIkki, in the Rite and Fall of tit SImie Power, yiA. ii, 6]4- 

In the Indian Territory there were four tribea of Indian — Chcrokees, 
Cboctawi, Cbidtaiawi, and Creek*. Under the foatering care of their 
goremmean riavery had become 10 firmly eatabllibed that ilaveholden 
Ibou^l them worthy of political feliowtbip, and aiticlei in favor of 
tbeir admiaaion began to appear in the MHilhem prcu. "The piogreM 
of drilization," taid the New Orleani "Picayune," "in several of the 
Indian tribe* west of the Statei will soon bring up a new question for 
the decision of Congress. . . It cannot fail to give interest to this 
question thst each of the Indian tribes has adopted the social ioidtu- 
tiou of the South." To conceDlrile and give direction to such efforts, 
a secret orgaoiisdon was formed to encourage Southern emigration, and 
to discourage sod prevent the entrance into Ae Territory of all who 
were boatile to ilsveholding insdiudons. It was hoped thus to guard 
against adverse fortune which had defeated their purposes and plans 
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American, and more than all else, they were southern 
in origin, in characteristics, and in institutions. 

The project for organizing'' the territories of Kansas 
and Nebraska caused much excitement, as well it might, 



■■With refcience to the propofcd organiiition the tubjoined t 
are of intcrcM: „ .,_ 

Ml. Mo, <^ ^"^^ >'!■ "■ 

Dear Sir, Pleaie have the wntem boundary of Mi*, laid down on 
thi* mip, and the outiiitt of the Fawnec, Kaozii & Ouge purchaaet, 
and the retcrvatiaae, as they now ttasd within that out&nt. You need 
not ibow each purchate, hut the auiline of the whole. Youn trulr 

TaouAi H. Bbhtoh. 
Letter of July i, itsj, Indian Office Muerllane»iu Filtt, tSst-tiSt- 

WASHiNoniN Cnr, Auguti jth, 1154. 
HoM. G. W. Manypehnt Esq., Com Indian Department, Wathingtolk 

City. 

Dear Sir, Many people of Ohio, at well *• of tlie Hate* weit of it, 
htvc for a long time been mott anxiou* to learn through your Depart- 
ment, the nature of the MTCral treatiei made by yourtcif is behalf of the 
Government, with the tereral tribe* of Indian* occupying the Tern- 
tone* of NebraAa k Kaniaa: particularly a* to the rtttrvatiBM of lawd 
made by nich Tribe*, iti txtrnt, vikert, vihta, & how to be hcottd, ft 
VHtUn vihat time, — and alto what land* in both of *aid Territorie* 1^ 
virtue of laid treatiei are nixo mbjert to lacalioni 

I regret to inform you that much centure ha* attached to your Depart- 
ment, in cooiequence of the delay which hat aCtoided the proroutgalioa 
of the above information, but which from my long knowledge of you 
per*oaally, and of the very prompt manner in which you have invari- 
ably diicharged your public duties, I believe to be mo«t unjutt. 

I *cek the above information, not only for myiclf (contemplatiug a 

removal m Kaiwat) but aba in behalf of many pcnon* in the wertem 

atatc*, who have aolicited my interventiMi in that matter on my viail to 

thia City. Very reipectfulty your friend S. W. WHtn 

Indian Office Mucellaneoui Filei, iSgi-iSsf. 

C. SnEiT, Aug. 19, 'sj. 
To Geo. W. Manyi>ehnt Eso, Com. of Indian Affair*, 

Sir, I have the bottor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of ye*- 
tetday with the accompanying 01^ of a letter to the Hon. Mr. Atchi- 
too, and make my diaaks to you for dii* mark of your attentioo. The re* 
ply will be immediately forwarded to Mea* Ami, to l>e publiihed in the 
Mune paper in which your note to roe covering the map on which Ae 
Indian'* cenioo* It re*erve* weit of Miiaouri, wa* published, Veiy re- 
vpectfully. Sir, Yr. obl^ tervant, TaoUAl H. BlHTON. 

Indian Office MuttlUuuttu Filti, I8si'i8s4. 
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among the Indian immigrants, even though the Wyan- 
dots, in 1852, had, in a measure, anticipated it by initiat- 
ing a somewhat similar movement in their own restrict- 
ed locality." Most of the tribes comprehended to the 
full the ominous import of territorial organization ; for, 
obviously, it could not be undertaken except at a sacri- 
fice of Indian guaranties. At the moment some of the 
tribes, notably the Choctaw and Chickasaw,*' were hav- 
ing domestic troubles that threatened a neighborhood 
war and the new fear of the white man's further aggran- 
dizement threw them into despair. The southern 
Indians, generally, were much more exercised and 
much more alarmed than were the northern.^ Being 
more highly civilized, they were better able to compre- 
hend the drift of events. Experience had made them 
unduly sagacious where their territorial and treaty 
rights were concerned, and well they knew that, al- 
though the Douglas measure did not in itself directly 
affect them or their country, it might easily become the 
forerunner of one that would. 
The border strife, following upon the passage of the 

^Ray, »p. eit.. It; CaoDelley, b Kaniat HiMorical Society, CoUeetioM, voL 
vi, i(M ; CoDiielley, Provincial GoveramfMl of Ntbraska Tenittrj, pp. 34, jO 
tt seg. 

The Wyandott look an active part in the Kaiuii election troublei. For 
Mine evidence of that, tee, Houie Rrfiorli, 34th congreai, lint oenion, na xoa, 
pp. ta, %6i. 

^ By the treaty of i%n [Kappler, »f. eit, vol. ii, 4Bfi], die Cboctawi, for a 
money conii deration it was natural, agreed to let the Chickaiawa occupy their 
coontry jointly with tfaemielret and form a Chickasaw Diitrict within il that 
•hould be on a par with die other dittricti (Moo-sbo-le-tubbee, Apticka-ha- 
nubbc, and Fuab-ma-ta-ha), or political tiniti, of the Choctaw Natioo. The 
arrangencnt roeanl political consolidation, oac General Couttcil serving for 
the two tribe*, but each tribe rctaioing control of il» awn annuitie*. The 
boundariei of the Chickaaaw Diatrict proved tbe mbject of a cootentioa, coa- 
Mant and bitter. Civil war wai almoal precipitated more than once. Finally, 
in iSss, the political coDnectioa was brou^t to an end by the lenni of (he 
Treaty of Waihiogtoo [Kappler, «p. eit., voL ii, 706], negotiated in that year. 

** See Repon of C. C. Copcland to Cooper, Augutt 17, 18S5. 
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Kansas-Nebraska Bill, disturbed in no slight degree the 
Indians on the Kansas reservations, which, by-the-by, 
had been very greatly reduced in area by the Many- 
penny treaties of 1853-1854. Some of the reserves lay 
right in the heart of the contested territory, free-state 
men intrenching themselves among the Delawares and 
pro-slavery men among the Shawnees,** the former 
north and the lattersouthof the Kansas River. Buteven 
remoteness of situation constituted no safeguard against 
encroachment. All along the Missouri line the squat- 
ters took possession. The distant Cherokee Neutral 
Lands ** and the Osage and New York Indian reserva- 
tions" were all invaded.** The Territorial Act had 
expressly excluded Indian land from local govenj- 
mental control; but the Kansas authorities of both 
parties utterly ignared^ la their administration of af- 
fairs, this provision. The first districting of the terri- 
tory for election purposes comprehended, for instance, 
the Indian lands, yet little criticism has ever been passed 

** A *ecret todcty it >iid to have beeo formed in MisMuri for the expreM 
[Hirpaw of gainiog the Shawnee land for ilavery. 

"Dean nrote to Batlcr, Novcrober 39, igjj {Lttltr Pmi Boolt] itfiog that 
the disturbed state of things in Kaaaas was haviog ■ very setioui effect upon 
the Cherokee Neutral Land. Early in 1S57, Butler reported that he had given 
notice that if intruders had not lemoved ihemaelves by spring he would have 
tbem tcntOTcd by the military [Butler to Dean, January 9, 1S57}. Manypeniq' 
approved Butlcr'a course of action which is quite significant, coniidering that 
the federal adnunistration was supposed to be unreservedly committed to the 
pro-slavcty cause and the intruder! were pro-slavery men from acroas the 

" Andrew Dom took charge of the Neoiho Agency, to which thcK rcicrva. 
tiona as well aa ibe Quapaw, Seneca, and Seneca and Shawnee belonged, in 
ttSS and regularly had occasion to complain of intnidera. While people seem 
(o have felt that they oould with impunity encroach upon the New York In- 
dian lands because they were only sparsely settled and because the Indian title 
was in dispute. 

** Apart from any sectional desire to obtain the Indian country, would-be 
settlers seem to have been attracted thidter from a mistaken nation that there 
were minea of precious metals weu of Missouri [CoimiuNioner of Indian Af- 
fair*, Rtftrt, tl5t]. 
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upon that grossly illegal act. Needless to say, the con- 
troversy between slavocracy and freedom obscured and 
obliterated, in those years, all other considerations. 

As the year i860 approached, appearances assumed 
an even more serious aspect Kansas settlers and 
would-be settlers demanded that the Indians, so re- 
cently the only legal occupants of the territory, vacate 
it altogether. So soon had the policy of granting them 
peace and undisturbed repose on diminished reserves 
proved futile. The only place for the Indian to go, 
were he indeed to be driven out of Kansas, was present 
Oklahoma; but his going there would, perforce, mean 
an invasion of the property rights of the southern tribes, 
a matter of great moment to them but seemingly of no 
moment whatsoever to the white man. Some of the 
Kansas Indians saw in removal southward a temporary 
refuge-they surely could not have supposed it would 
be other than temporary- and were glad to go, making 
their arrangements accordingly." Some, however, had 
to be cajoled into promising to go and some had to be 
forced. A few held out determinedly against all 
thought of going. Among the especially obstinate ones 
were the Osages,'* natives of the soil. The Buchanan 

*'A* nrlj' u 1817, the Sac* ind Foxra of Minouri were reported ai locik- 
ing for a oew home to the aouthward, in & len rigoroui climate, and, with that 
purpow in miod, they viiited the Cherokee*. When the Delaware treaty of 
1I60 wu being ncKoriated, the Delawaies exprcMcd thenuelvM ■• very amioui 
to get away from white interference, to leave Kaniai. The OttawM thoa^t 
and dmaght rightly, fonoodi, judging from the experience of the pait, that re- 
nwvtl would do no good. They declared a preference for United Statci citi- 
zemhip and tribal allotment [Jotham Meeker, Baptist minioairy, to Agent 
Jamei, September 4, 1854, dw Agent Junea't Report, 1S57]. At this same 
period. Agent Dorti reported that the Kansas River Shawneet were desirous at 
joining those of the Neosho Agency. Greenwood replied, Januaiy il, i>60t 
Au die iubject of allowing the nordtem Indians to go south was then under 
coodderadon by the department [Letter to Superintendenl Rector]. 

" Tlie evidence of this is to be found in a letter fmn W. G. Coffin to Dole, 
JuDC 17, 1S61 [A^/mA* FiUs, 1838-1865, CiiS]]. 
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government failed utterly to convince them of the 
wisdom of going and was, thereupon, charged by the 
free-state Kansans with bad faith, with not being sincere 
and sufficiently persistent in its endeavors to treat, its 
secret purpose being to keep the free-state line as far 
north as possible. The breaking out of the Civil War 
prevented the immediate removal of any of the tribes 
but did not put a stop to negotiations looking towards 
that end. 

All this time there was another influence within the 
Indian country, north and south, that boded good or ill 
as the case might be. This influence emanated from 
the religious denominations represented on the various 
reserves. Nowhere in the United States, perhaps, was 
the rivalry among churches that had divided along 
sectional lines in the forties and fifties stronger than 
within the Indian country. There the churches con- 
tended with each other at close range. The Indian 
country was free and open to all faiths, while, in the 
states, the diflferent churches kept strictly to their own 
sections, the southern contingent of each denomination 
staying close to the institution it supported. Of course 
the United States government, through its civilization 
fund, was in a position to show very pointedly its sec- 
tional predilections. It will probably never be known, 
because so difficult of determination, just how much the 
churches aided or retarded the spread of slavery." 

Among the tribes of Kansas, denominational strength 
was distributed as follows: The Kickapoos" and 

Tor inforniaiioi) on this fubject, >e« Carroll's jimeriean Church History, 

*" Feeling that, under the treaty of 1854, ihey were free (□ choose wharever 
denomitiacion they pleased to reside amon^ them, (he Kidcapooa expressed a 
prefeicDce for Ae Methodist Episcopal Church South, but the Presb}rteriin 
Board of Foreign Missions was already established among their neighbors of 
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Wyandots" were Methodists; but, while the former 
were a unit in their adherence to the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church South, the latter were divided and among 
them the older church continued strong. The Amer- 
ican Baptist Missionary Union had a school on the 
Delaware reservation and, previous to 1855, had had 
one also on the Shawnee, which the political uproar in 
Kansas had obliged to close its doors. These same 
Northern Baptists were established also among the 
Ottawas, as the Moravians were among the Munsees 
and the Roman Catholics" among the Osages and the 
Potawatomies. The Southern Baptists were likewise to 
be found among the Potawatomies" and the Southern 
Methodists among the Shawnees. The Shawnee Man- 
ual Labor School, under the Southern Methodists, was, 
however, only very grudgingly patronized by the In- 
dians. Its situation near the Missouri border was 
partly accountable for this as it was for the selection 
of the school as the meeting-place of the pro-slavery 
legislature in 1855. The management of the institution 
was from time to time severely criticized and the super- 

tbe Otoe ud Mitiouria and Great Nemaha Agencie*, their onn agent, Mr. 
Baldwin, waa a Presbjrteriaii, and m, before long, in Mine alniiMt unaccouotablc 
way, tfaey found that the Preabyteriani (Old School) hid obtained an tatty 
upon dicir rnerre and had eitibliihcd a minion acbool there. The Kidcapooa 
were indignant, aa well thef hid a right to be, and made ai much trouble aa 
ther poatibly could for the PresbytcriaDs. In ig£a, the Presbyterian Board 
racated the premiaea and ttw MethodiU Epiicopal Church South took posses- 
aiofi, Agent Badger favoring the change. The change was of hut abort dura- 
tion, however; for, in 1B61, the Southern Methodists, finding the sympathy of 
the Kickapooi was mainly with the federal element, totk their departure. 

" Ray, op. tit., 86, footnote 107. 

** The miM flourishing schools seem to have been the Roman Catholic. 
The Roman Catholics did not greatly concern themaelvet, a* ■ diurch organiza- 
tion, with die slavery agitation, and St. Mary's Mission and the Osage Manual 
Labor School were scarcely affected by the war and not at all by the troubles 
diat presaged in approach. 

** The Baptist school among the Potawatomies closed in 1861. See Ap- 
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intendent, the Reverend Thomas Johnson, an intense 
pro-slavery agitator,** was strongly suspected of mal- 
feasance,** of enriching himself, forsooth, at the expense 
of the Indians. The school found a formidable rival, 
from this and many another cause, in a Quaker estab- 
lishment, which likewise existed on the Shawnee Re- 
serve but independently of either tribal or govern- 
mental aid. 

If church influences and church quarrels were dis- 
cernible among the northern tribes, they were certainly 
very much more so among the southern. The Amer- 
ican Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
(Congregational) that had labored so zealously for the 
Cherokees, when they were east of the Mississippi, ex- 
tended its interest to them undiminished in the west; 
and, in the period just before the Civil War," was the 
strongest religious force in their country. There it had 
no less than four mission stations*^ and a flourishing 
school in connection with each. The same organization 
was similarly influential among the Choctaws" or, in 
the light of what eventually happened, it might better 
be said its missionaries were. Both Southern and North- 
ern Baptists and Southern Methodists likewise were to 
be found among the Cherokees;*' Presbyterians" and 

■' Hmik Rtfort, ]4di oongRM, fint >eui«i, no. aoo, pp. 14, iS, 94, 435. 

" See Indian Office, Special File, no. 230. 

■■The noik of the Americui Board tmoog the Cherokeet nu ditooDtiDued 
jmt before the war [Miirianarf Herald, 1I61, p. ti; Amerkan Botrd Re- 
port, 1860, p. 137]. 

*'The four were: 'Tark hill, five mile* wutb from Tahlequah; Dwight, 
fony-two mile* toutb-MuthweM from Tahlequah; Fairfield, twentj-five milea 
•outheatt from Tthlequah; Lee'a creek, for^-three milei loutheast from Tahle- 
qtiah" — ComminioDer of Indiaa Affiin IReport, iSs9i P- '73]. There had 
been ■ fifth, to oat Matioa. 

** The CoDgtegatioaa] achooU amoni the Choctaws were: lyanubbi, near 
the Arkaoaat lioe; Wheelod:, eighteen miles eaat of Doakarille; and Chuahla, 
one mile from Doaknille. 

**The Southern Biptitl Coovention had not heen ItHig in the country priar 
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Southern Methodists among the Chickasaws and Choc- 
taws; and Presbyterians only among the Creeks and 
Seminoles. In every Indian nation south, except the • 
Creek and Seminole," the work of denominational 
schools was supplemented, or maybe neutralized, by 
that of public and neighborhood schools. 

True to the traditions and to the practices of the old 
Puritans and of the Plymouth church, the missionaries 
■ of the. Aniericaa.B.oard,*" so strongly installed among 
the Choctaws and the Cherokees, took an active interest 
in passing political affairs, particularly in connection 
with the slavery agitation. On that question, they 
early divided themselves into two camps; those among 
the Choctaws, led by the Reverend Cyrus Kingsbury," 

to the Civil Wttr. The Meihodin EpiBcopal Church South had do Bchoc^ but 
wveraj miniODaria. The Americin BaptiK Minioaliy Uniim had a ituinber 



'OThe PrMbytefiaoi (Old S^^ool) establiahed Wah-pa-nuc-ka Iiutitutt for 
joung iTonien, forty milci mnh of Red Rivei and one and oiie-cig;bth niilM 
wcM of the Choctaw and Chickaaaw line; but differences araae between the 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign MiiaionB and the Chickataw tuthoritiea, neither 
inititutiaoal nor tectional, but purely financial, which cauxd the Preabyteriani 
to abandon the achool in tStio [C. H. Wilwn, attorney for the Preibyterian 
Board of Foreign Minions, to Cooper, April 16, 1S60]. Tbc Presbyterian 
schools aiDoag the Cboctawi were: Spencer Academy, "located on the old mil- 
itary road leading from Fort Towson to Fort Smith, about ten miles north of 
Fort Towson," and Koonsha Female Seminary. Both of them were under the 
Presbyterian Board. A third institution, Armstrong Academy, belonged to the 
CiHaberland Presbyteriaiu. The Southern Mediodists had Bloomfield Acad- 
emy, Colbert Institute, and the Chickassw Manual Labor School among the 
Chickasaws; and the Fort Coffee and New Hope academies, for boys and 
girls respectively, among the Choctawr 

*i The Seminoles nere late in manifesting an interest in education, and, when 
interest did arise among them, John Jumper, the chief, declared for boarding- 
schools and asked that such be established under the Presbyterian Board, the 
same that had inftuence among their near neighbors, the Creek*. 

" The American Board itself mas inclined to be non-committal and tem- 
poiizing [Garrisoti, ap. cit., vol. iii, 30]. The Miiiionary Herald, so valuable 
an historical source as it proved itself to be for Indian removals, is strangely 
silent on the great subject of negro slavery among the Indians. Its references 
to it are only very occasional and never more than incidental. 

*' Kingsbury was superintendent of the Chuahia Female Seminary. 
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supporting slavery; and those among the Cherokees, led 
by the Reverend S. A. Worcester," opposing it. The 
actions of the former led to a controversy with the 
American Board and, in 1855, the malcontents, or pro- 
slavery sympathizers, expressed a desire to separate 
themselves and their charges from its patronage." 
When, eventually, this separation did occur, 1859-1860, 
the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions (Old 
School) stepped into the breach.** 

The rebellious conduct of the Congregational mis- 
sionaries met with the undisguised approval of the 
Choctaw agent, Douglas H. Cooper," formerly of 
Mississippi. It was he who had already voiced a ner- 
vous apprehension, as exhibited in the following docu- 
ment," that the Indian country was in grave danger of 
being abolitionized : 

*• If things go on as they are now doing, in 5 years slavery 
will be abolished in the whole of your super in tendency. 

(Private) I am convinced that something must be done 
speedily to arrest the systematic efforts of the Missionaries to 
abolitionize the Indian Country 

Otherwise we shall have a great run-away harbor, a sort of 
**Worcetter died, April, iSjs [Miiiieitary Herald, 1859, p. 187; iS&o, 

p. •'}■ 

*^ Mittionary Herald, 1859, pp. J3S-3J6: i!*o, p, i»; The Americin 
Board of ConimiMionera for Foreign Misaioni, Report, 1856, p. 195. 

*' Report of C. C. Copelaod, tS6o. 

*' Cooper vrm also Chickasaw igcDt. On the fifth of October, TS54, some 
of the principil ineii of the Chickasaw Nation, Cyrus Harris, Jamn Gamble, 
Sampion Folsom, Jackson Frazter, and D. Colbert, petitioned President Pierce 
for the removal of Agent Andrew J. Smith on charges of official irregularit]> 
and grata immorality. A year later, Superintendent Dean reiterated the 
charges. Smith's commissioD was revoked, November 9, 1855; and, in March, 
1856, Cooper was assigned the Chickasaws as an additional charge. Hence- 
forth, the two tribes had an agent in common. 

** This note itself bore no date but there is documentary proof that it was 
received at Fort Smith, November 17, 1SJ4. It is to be found in the Indian 
Oflice among the Fort Smith Papert. 
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Canada -with "undei^round raiUroads" leading to & through 
it — adjoining Arkansas and Texas. 

It is of no use to look to the General Government - its arm 
is pai'alized by the abolition strcneth of the North. 

I see no way except secretly to induce the Choctaws & Chero- 
kces & Cmks to allow slave-holders to settle among their people 
& control the movement now going oo to abolish slavery among 
them. C — 

Cooper sent this note, in 1854, as a private memo- 
randum to the southern superintendent, who at the time 
was Charles W. Dean. In 1859, it was possible for 
him to write to Dean's successor, Elias Rector, in a very 
different tone. The missionaries had then taken the 
stand he himself advocated and there was reason 
for congratulation. Under such circumstances, Cooper 
wrote, 

I cannot close this report without calling your attention to 
the admirable tone and feeling pervading the reports of super- 
intendents of schools and missionaries among the Choctaws, and 
particularly to that of the Rev. Ebenewr Hotchkin, one of the 
oldest missionaries among the Choctaws, who, in referring to 
past political disturbances, says: "We have looked upon our 
rulers as the 'powers that be, are ordained of God,' and have 
respected them for this reason. 'Whomsoever, therefore, re- 
sisteth the power resisteth the ordinance of God' (Romans, xiii, 
2). This has been our rule of actimi during the political excite- 
ment. We believe that the Bible is the best guide for us to fol- 
low. Our best citizens are those most influenced by Bible 
truth." 

I rejoice to believe the above sentiments are entertained by 
most, if not all, the missionaries now among the Choctaws and 
Chickasaws, and that they entirely repudiate the higher-law doc- 
trine " of northern and religious fanatics. It is but lately, as I 
learn, that the Choctaw mission, for many years under the con* 
trol of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions (whose headquarters are at Boston) has been cut ofF, be- 
** The alluwm i*, of coune, to the "higher liw" doctrine cxpretied in 
Seward'i Senate Speech of March it, 1850. 
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cause they preferred to follow the teachingg of the Bible, as un< 
derstood by them, rather than obey the dt^ntas contained in Dr. 
Treat's letter and the edicts of the parent board. 

It is a matter of congratulation among the friends of the old 
Choctaw missionaries, who have labored for thirty years among 
them, and intend to die with armor on, that all connection with 
the Boston board has been dissolved. If it had been done years 
^o, when their freedom of conscience and of missionary action 
was attempted to be controlled by the parent board, much of sus- 
picion, of ill-fceling, and diminished usefulness, which attached 
to the Choctaw missionaries in consequence of their connection 
with and sustenance by a board avowedly and openly hostile to 
southern institutions, would have been prevented.'" 



** ConmuMioner of Indian Afiain, Ripert, tS59, pp. 190-191. 

The letter of Dr. Treat refetrcd to by Agcot Cooper 11 herewith given. 

It b acmnpanicd by the letter that corered it iikd that letter, aa it i* found 

■iiMDg die Fori Smith Paptn in the United Statei Indian Office, bean a record 

to the effect that the copy of it na> trantroitied hj the southern niperiDtendeDt 

10 WaahioElon, November iS, 1855. t- .*• «i , ^ 

* ' " Foar TowsoN Nov. 16, 185s 

Sm: I have the pteanire to forward a copy of letter, addressed to 
the Rev' S. B. Treat, Correiponding Secretaiy of the American Board 
of ComnuBsioiien for Foreign Missions, by C. Kingihuiy and othen- 
Misaionaries among the Choaaws-aod request the same may be trani- 
mittcd to the Hon Corar of Indian ASaiia for the information of the 
Govemnwnt of the Doited State*. 

The letter as you will perceive refers to an cxdling and highly 
important subject-ID which the Stales adjoiniiig the Indian Territofy 
are deeply & directly interested, as welt as the Choctaw People. 

I caniMt refrain from the expression of my grati&adon at the posi- 
tion assured in this letter by the old and valued MissiooariEs among the 
Choctaws. The copy was handed to me by Rev' Cyrus Kingsbury, 
one of the signer* lo the originsl letter. Respectfully 

Douglas H Coopei, U. S. Agent for Choctaw* 
Hon. C. M. Dean, Supt Indian Affairs, 

Ft Smith. 

[Inclosure] — Copy 

Pine Ridge, Choc. Na. Nov. 15, 1S55. 
Ret. S. B. Tuat, Cor. Sccretaiy of tbe A.B.C.F.M. 

Rev. & Dear Brodier, When the Rev. G. W. Wood visited u* a* a 
deputaa'oD from the Pnidemial CiHnmittee, he treated ui, our view*, and 
tar praetict to kindly, and spoke to u* *o many encouraging word*, that 
we were cocitraiiied to meet him in a similar spirit of concilliatiiHi. 
We were willing to re-ocamine the difference in views on the subject 
of slavery, which for ■ long time had existed between the Committee 
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In the next year, i860, Cooper was still sanguine as 
to affairs among the Indians of his agency and he could 

and ouriclvu, and to see if (here wis Dot commoD Ktound oo which 
we could Hud together. 

At the <^Ening of the meeting at Good Water, Mr. Wood laid aside 
the letter of June land '/4S. Thia was a subject we were not to dii- 
cuta. He then introduced, by way of corapromise, a* we understood 
it, certain articles to show that there wete principles, or modes of ex- 
pression, in relation to slavery, in which there w» substantial agree- 
ment. To these articles, though not expressed in every particular as we 
could have wished, {and after some of tbem had been modified by oral 
eipianattoos,) we gave our assent, for the sake of peace. . We 
hoped it would put an end to agitation on a subject which had so long 
troubled us, and hindered ui in our work. We took it for granted that 
the Committee had yielded certain important points, insisted on in the 
letter of June 2znd V4S. This gladdened our hearts, and disposed us to 
meet Mr. Wood's proposal in a spirit of concilliatioa and confidence. 
We arc not skilled in diplomacy, and had no thought that we were 
assetiting to articles which would be considered as covering the whole 
ground of the letter of June aand. The Rrst intimation that we had 
been mistaken, was frran a aiateroent made by Mr. Wood, in New York, 
that the result of the meeting at Good Water "involved no ckangi of 
vieVBl or aetien on the part of the Prudential Committee and Secretaries." 

In Mr. Wood's report to the Pru. Com. which was read at Utica, 
the Good Water documetit was placed in such ■ relation to other state- 
ments, as to make the impression that we had given our full and willing 
assent to the entire letter of June izd. The Com. on that Report, of 
which Dr. Beman wu chairman, say, 'The great end aimed at by the 
Pni. Com. in iheir correspondence with these missions for several years; 
and by the Board at their last annual meeting; has been substantially 
accomplished." 

Thia is ■ result we had not anticipated. We can not consent to be 
thus made to sanction principles and sentiments which are contrary to 
our known, deliberate, and settled convictions of right, and to what we 
understand to be the teachings of the word of God. We are fully con- 
vinced that ne can not go with the Conunittee and the Board, as to the 
manner in which as Ministers of the Gospel and Missionaries we are 
to deal with slavery. We believe the instructions of the Apostles, in 
relatitm to this subject, are a sufficient guide, and that if followed the 
best interests of society, as well as of the Church, will be secured. 

We have no wish to give the Com. or the Board farther trouble on 
this subject As there is no prospect that our views can be brought to 
harmonize, we must request that our relations to the A.B.C.F.M. may be 
dissolved in a way that will do the least harm to the Board, and to our 
Mission. 

We have endeavored to seek Divine guidance in this difficult matter, 
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report to Rector, unhesitatingly, as if confident of offi- 
cial endorsement both at Forth Smith and at Wash- 
ington," 

Great excitement has prevailed along the Texas border, in con- 
sequence of the incendiary couree pursued in that State by horse 
thieves and religious fanatics; but I am glad to say, as yet, so far 
as I am informed, no necessity has existed in this agency for the 
organization of "vigilance cgmmittees" ... No doubt we 
have among us free-soilers ; perhaps abolitionists in sentiment; 
but, so far as I am informed, persons from the North, residing 
among the Choctaws and Chickasaws, who entertain opinions un- 
friendly to our system of domestic slavery, keep their opinions 
to themselves and attend to their legitimate business." 

George Butler, the United Statciageol for the Cher- 
okees, seems to have been, no less than Cooper, an ad- 
herent of the State Rights Party and an upholder of the 

and we desire to do that which ihill be moM for (he glory of our Divine 
Maiter, and the best interests of his cause among this people. We re- 
gret the course we feel compelled to take, but we can tee im other i«lief 
ftotn our present embarattmcnt Fraternally and truly yours, 

(Signed) C. KiNtKBUKY C C. Copelahd 
C. BviNGTON O, P. Stark 

E, HOTCHKIH 
" Tliat the Buchanan adminlstratioti did endorse pro-slavery policy and 
action* requires no proof today. The findings of the Covode committee of in- 
vestigation, i860, are in themaelvet BuEBcient evideiKe, were mher evidence 
lacking, of the intensely partisan and corrupt character of the Democratic r^ 
giine just prior to the Civil War. Of the officials, having Indian concema in 
charge, the Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
are, for present purpose*, alone important. Buchanan's Secretary of the In- 
terior WIS Jacob Thmnpaon, who hid formerly been a repmentative in Om- 
greis from Mississippi and had thrown all tbe weight of his inHuettce in favor 
of the Lecompton constitution for Kansas [Rhodes, J. F. Hiitorji af lie United 
Stalet, vol. ii, 277]. After his retirement from Buchanan's cabinet, Thompson 
served as commissioner from Mississippi, working in North Carolina for the 
accomplishment of secessitm [Moore's Rebellion Reiord, vol. i, 5]. A. B. 
Greenwood of Arkansas was Commissioner of Indian Affairs in Buchanan's 
time. He also had been in Congress and, while there, had served on the 
House Committee of Investigation into Brooks's attack upon Sumner. He 
fonned with Howell Cobb of Georgia the minority element [Von Hoist, vol. 

r of Indian Affairs, Report, tt6a, p. 119. 
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institution of slavery. In 1859, he ascribed the very 
great material progress of the Cherokees to the fact that 
they were slaveholders." Slavery, in Butler's opinion, 
had operated as an incentive to all industrial pursuits. 
To an extent this may have been true, since all Indians, 
no matter how high their type, have an aversion for 
work. As Professor Shaler once said, they are the 
truest aristocrats the world has ever known. But the 
slaveholders among the great tribes of the South were, 
for the most part, the half-breeds, the cleverest and 
often, much as we may regret to have to admit it, the 
most unscrupulous men of the community. 

Butler's commission as Indian agent expired in 
March, i860, and he was not reappointed, Robert J. 
Cowartof Georgia" being preferred. This man, illit- 
erate and unprincipled, immediately set to work to 
perform a task to which his predecessor had proved 
unequal. The task was the removal of white intruders 
from the Cherokee country. For some time past, the 
southern superintendent and the agents under him, to 
say nothing of Commissioner Greenwood and Secretary 
Thompson, the one a citizen of Arkansas and the other 
of Mississippi, had resented most bitterly the invasion 
of the Cherokee Neutral Lands by Kansas free-soilers 
and the division of it into counties by the unlawfully 
assumed authority of the Kansas legislature. The re- 
sentment was thoroughly justifiable; for the whole pro- 
ceeding of the legislature was contrary to the express 
enactment of Congress; but no doubt, enthusiasm for 
the strict enforcement of the federal law came largely 
from political predilections, precisely as the Kansan's 

'* CiHiiiDiNiaacr of lodiu Affain, Rtfort, 1859, p. 17*. 
** Greenwood to Rector, March 14, i860 [Indian Office, Letter fi««t, no. 6], 
p. tiS] ; GiMOWOod to Cnrar^ March 14, 1S60 [ibid., iij]. 
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outrageous defiance of it came from a deep-rooted dis- 
trast of the Buchanan administration. 

There were, however, other intruders that Cowart 
and Rector and Greenwood designed to remove and 
they wanted to remove them on the ground that they 
were making mischief within the tribe and interfering 
with its institutions, or, more specifically, with slavery. 
The intruders meant were principally the missionaries 
against whom Greenwood had even the audacity to lay 
the charge of inciting to murder. Newspapers of bor- 
dering slave states were full of criticism," just before 
the war, of these same men and, notably, of the Rev- 
erend Evan** and John Jones, the reputed ringleaders. 

T of Indian Affain, Rtftrt, iSJol Sm iIm additional docu- 



wnta In Appendix 

■■The following extract fnxn the Fort Smith Timtt at F^niary 3, 1S59 
lakea particular mention of die Rererend Evan Jonci: 

In the Tnu Dtmoerat of the 19th init, we find an article credited 
M the Fart Smitk Timet, in which the Scv. Evan J(Kie«, a Baptiit Mil- 
eionary, reuding near the State line, WaihingtMi coun^, ii handled 
rather roaghly m far ag word* are coocemed. He ii laid to be an abo- 
litiooitt, and a veiy dansetou* man, meddling with the affair* of the 
Cherokee^ and teaching them abolition prindplea. 

"Aa luch repottt will be drculaled to die prejudice of tlie Soothern 
Baptiata, we faerriiy requett tome of our Brethren in the notthweat part 
of the State to write u* the grounds for nich icporti. 

"If the 'Rev. Even Jonet' connected with any Mi*riaoai7 Sodetjr and 
if ao, what oiu? 

"^e hope (bortl; to hear more concenung thii matter." 

The above nodce ii from the Grtt number of the Arkaiaaj Baflitt, 
« new paper juM publiihcd in Little Rock, P. S. G. Wation, Editor. It 
waa not our intention to catt anjt reflection! on the Baptiit Church by 
Dodcing the Rev. gentleman named above, at we have great reapect for 
the Church. We deny, however, that Mr. Jonei "ii handled roughly 
ao far aa wordi are coocemed," for there are no hanh word* or epi- 
thet* in the article referred to; but he is hmtdled nugklj k far m i»elt 
are concenwd. He i* ■ Miwionary Baptiit, and the aocie^ by which he 
ia (uppOTttd, hai, we believe, it* headquarters in Boston, Mats. Mr. 
Jooe** conduct has been fully reported to the Indian office, at Wuhing- 
ton, by a number of the Cbetokect, and by their Agent, Mr. George 
Butler, to whom we refer the editor of die BapHtt, for the truth of the 
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The official excuse for removing them is rather inter- 
esting because it is so similar to that given, some thirty 
years earlier, in connection with the removal from 
Georgia. Ulterior motives can so easily be hidden 
under cold official phrase. 

That the cause of slavery within the Cherokee coun- 
try was in jeopardy in the spring and summer of i860 
can not well be denied. To the men of the time the 
evidence was easily obtainable. Almost as if by magic, 
a "search organization" started up among the full- 
bloods, an organization profoundly secret in its mem- 
bership and in its purposes, but believed to be for no 
other object than the overthrow of the "peculiar insti- 
tution.'* Its existence was promptly reported to the 
United States government and, as was to be expected, 
the missionaries were held responsible for both its in- 
ception and its continuance. It was then that Green- 
wood made" his most serious charge against these men 
and prepared, under color of law, to have them re- 
moved. Later, in this same year of i860, Quantrill, 
the Hagerstown, Maryland man of Pennsylvania Dutch 
origin, who afterwards became such a notorious fron- 
tier guerrilla in the interests of the Confederate cause, 
leagued himself with some abolitionists for the sake of 

chirgei we have nilde againtl him; and, if tbey ire not satiiftctory 

we can give a full histoiy '>f Evan Janea' conduct for a number of years, 

well known among the Cherokcea. 

In connection with the foregoing ncwapapcr extract, it is well to note that 
Richard Jf^osoo was the editor of the Trur Dtmoerat. Richard vfM a 
brother of Roberl W. Johnson who represented one faction of the Democratic 
party in Arkansas while Thomat C. Hindman represented another. This was 
before their devotion to the Confederate cause had made them friends. Robert 
W. Johuson served in the United States Congress, first as representative, then 
as senator. He was later a senator in the Confederate States Congress. The 
Johnson family, although not so numerous as the Rector family, was, like it, 

" Greenwood to Thompson, June 4, 1860 [Indian Office, Report Book, no. 
II, pp. laj-jH]. 
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making an expedition to the Cherokee country and 
rescuing negroes, there held in bondage." The timely 
distrust of Quantrill, however, caused the enterprise to 
be abandoned even before its preliminaries had been 
thoroughly well arranged; yet, had the rescue been 
carried to completion, it would not have been entirely 
without precedent" and its very contrivance indicated 
an uncertainty and a precariousness of situation south 
of the Kansas line. 

Ever since their compulsory removal from Georgia 
under circumstances truly tragic, the Cherokees had 
been much given to factional strife. This was largely 
in consequence of the underhand means taken by the 
state and federal authorities to accomplish removal. 
The Cherokees had, under the necessities of the situa- 
tion, divided themselves into the Ross, or Anti-removal 
Party, and the Ridge, or Treaty Party." Removal took 
place in spite of the steady opposition of the Rossites 
and the Cherokees went west, piloted by the United 
States army. Once in the west a new division arose in 
their ranks; for, as newcomers, they came into jealous 
contact with members of t^eir tribe who had emigrated 
many years previously and who came to figure, in sub- 
sequent Cherokee history, as the Old Settlers' Party." 
In 1846, the United States government attempted to as- 
sume the role of mediator in a settlement of Cherokee 
tribal diflferences but without much success." The old 
wrongs were unredressed, so the old divisions remained 

*■ Coanellcy, QuaniriH end Ik* Border Wars, 147-149, iji. 

*" Siebcrt, Vndergrauad Railrtad from Slavtrj to Frrtdom, 3I4. 

•'This party cime 10 be knowD, almoM exclusiTely, ii the Treaty Party. 
After the murder of John Ridge, from whom the party xaok iti name, b» 
nephew. Stand Witie, became its leader. Stand Watie figured conapicuouily 
on the southern lide in the Civil Wat. 

*i A good general account of these Cherdiee factional ditputc* may be 
found Iq Thomai Valentine Paper's Chavitt Indians. 

"Kappler, op. til., voL ii, 561; Polk'* Diary (Qatitt'e edition), vol. ti. So. 
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and formed nuclei for new disintegrating issues. Thus, 
in 1857, there were no less than threejactiops createdjn 
consequence of a project for selling the Cherokee Neu- 
tral Lands.'*. Each faction had its own opinion howljest 
to dispose of the proceeds, should a sale take place. In 
i860, there were two factions, the selling and the non- 
selling." This tendency of the Cherokees perpetually 
to quarrel among themselves and to bear long-standing 
grudges against each other is most important; inasmuch' . 
as that marked peculiarity of internal politics very 
largely determined the unique position of the tribe with 
reference to the Civil War. 

The other great tribes had also occasions for quarrel 
in these same critical years. The disgraceful circum- 
stances of their removal had widened the gulf, once 
simply geographical, between the Upper and the Low- 
er Creeks. They were now almost two distinct polit- 
ical entities, in each of which there were a principal 
and a second chief. In 1833, provision had been made 
for the accommodation of the Seminoles within a cer- 
tain definite part of the Creek country"-just such an 
arrangement, forsooth, as worked so ill when applied to 
the Choctaws and Chickasaws ; but it took several years 
for the Seminoles to be suited. At length, when their 
numbers had been considerably augmented by the com- 
ing of the new immigrants from Florida, they took up 

** George Butler to Dmd, Jatniarj 9, 1857. 

** ". . . The Cherokee CouDcil » in Mnkm, tbo they do not teem to be 
doing much. It will hold about four weeki yet I will Miy till it breaka. I 
think the Councilmen Kem to be iplit on «oine quntiom. It tccim a* if there 
*tt two putiet. one ii called tbe land felling party & tho«e oppoaed to Klling 
the land (that i* Neutral lands). Tiity psHcd a bill last council to sell it 
Congren would dm have anything to do nith it le in fact they got up a pro- 
test igainM aelling it tc sent it to Washington City tc they did not sell the 
land." — Extract from J. C. Dickinson to Captain Mail T. Tanun, dated 
Tahlequah, October i(, 1S60 [Pert Smith Papert]. 

*• Kappler, of. cit^ vol. ii, %tt. 
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their position, for good and all, in the southwestern cor- 
ner of the Creek Reserve, a politically distinct com- 
munity. By that time, the Creeks seem to have repent- 
ed of their generosity,** so, perhaps, it was well that the 
United States government had not yielded to their im- 
portunity and consented to a like settlement of the 
southern Comanchcs." It had taken the Chickasaws a 
long time to reconstruct their government after the 
political separation from the Choctaws; but now they 
had a constitution,*' all their own, a legislature, and a 
governor. The Choctaws had attempted a constitution, 
likewise, first the ScuUyville, then the Doaksville, set 
up by a minority party; hut they had retained some sem- 
blance of the old order of things in the persons of their 
chiefs." 

There were other Indians within the southern divi- 
sion of the Indian country that were to have their part 
in the Civil War and in events leading up to it or result- 
ing from it. In the extreme northeastern comer, were 
the Quapaws, the Senecas, and the confederated Senecas 
and Shawnees, all members, with the Osages and the 
New York Indians of Kansas, of the Neosho River 
Agency which was under the care of Andrew J. Dom. 
In the far western part, at the base of the Wichita 
Mountains, were the Indians of the Leased District, 

** Rector to GneBnood, June 14, iSSol 

*^ Tuckabatche Micco and other Creek chicfi wi*hed the wxitheni Co- 
manche* to be located Mxnewhere betwEcn the Red and Arkantaa Riven. That 
might or might not hare meanl a Mttlement upon the actual Creek reaervatiaD. 
Manjpenny protDtfed to look into die matter and find oot whether there were 
■117 vacant landa in the region designated [Manypenny to Dean, May 25, 1S55, 
Indian Office, Letter Book, no. 51, pp. 444-445]^ 

** Dean to Manypenny, November 14, lijfi, and related documents [General 
Pile*, CkiekMum, i8s4-iSs8, D]ci4, 1400]. 

**For Cboctaw political diiturbancet in 1858, see General Filet, Choctavi, 
iiS9-l866, I9J3 and R10C14. 
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Wichitas, Tonkawas " Euchees, and others, collectively 
called the "Reserve Indians." Most of them had been 
brought from Texas," because of Texan intolerance of 
their presence, and placed within the Leased District, 
a tract of land west of the ninety-eighth meridian, 
which, under the treaty of 1855, the United States had 
rented from the Choctaws and Chickasaws. It was a 
part of the old Chickasaw District of the Choctaw Na- 
tion. Outside of the Wichita Reserve and still wander- 
ing at large over the plains were the hostile Kiowas and 
Comanches, against whom and the inoffensive Reserve 
Indians, the Texans nourished a bitter, undying hatred. 
They charged them with crimes that were never com- 
mitted and with some crimes that white men, disguised 
as Indians, had committed. They were also suspected 
of manufacturing evidence that would incriminate the 
red men and of plotting, in regularly-organized meet- 
ings, their overthrow." 

Although the plan for colonizing some of the Texas 
Indians had been completed in 1855, the Indian Office 
found it impossible to execute it until the summer of 
1859. This was principally because the War Depart- 
ment could not be induced to make the necessary mil- 
itary arrangements." In point of fact, the southern In- 

*° Some of the Tookawu moit probably nent back to theii old Texan hunl- 
ing-groundi upon tbc breaking out of the nat aad were found eDOinped, id 
1S66, arouDd San Antonio [Cooley to Sells, Pebrtiaiy ■;, \%66, loditn Office, 
Ltlter Bo«k, do. 79, p. 19]]. 

" The Leased DiHrict wai designed to accotninodatc any Indttiu that the 
tJnitcd State* g:overtiinent might lee fit to place riiere, excluttve of Nen Mex- 
ican ludians, who had caused the Wichitas a great deal of trouble, and those 
-tribes "nhose usual range* at present arc north of the Arkansas River, and 
whose permanent locations are north of the Canadian. . ." [Kappler, «/. 
at., vol. it, 70S]. 

'^ The treatraent of the Indians by Texas nill be made the subject of ■ later 
publication. The story is too long a one to be told l^eie. 

'» Mix to Rector, March 3<^ 1859 [Indtait Office, Letter Book, na 60, pp. 
IS6-]S8]. 
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dian country was, at the time, practically without a 
force of United States troops, quite regardless of the 
promise that had been made to all the tribes upon the 
occasion of their removal that they should always be 
protected in their new quarters and, inferentially, by 
the regular army. . Even Fort Gibson had been vir- 
tually abandoned as a military post on the plea that its 
site was unhealthful; and all of Superintendent Rec- 
tor's recommendations that Frozen Rock, on the south 
side of the Arkansas a few miles away, be substituted '* 
had been ignored, not so much by the Interior Depart- 
ment, as by the War. Secretary Thompson thought that 
enough troops should be at his disposal to enable him 
to carry out the United States Indian policy, but Secre- 
tary Floyd demurred. He was rather disposed to dis- 
mantle such forts as there were and to withdraw all 
troops from the Indian frontier," a course of action that 
would leave it exposed, so the dissenting Thompson 
prognosticated, to "the most unhappy results." " 

It happened thus that, when the United States sur- 
veyors started in 1858 to establish the line of the ninety- 
eighth meridian west longitude and to run other boun- 
dary lines under the treaty of 1855," they found the 
country entirely unpatrolled. Troops had been ordered 
from Texas to protect the surveyors; but, pending their 
arrival. Agent Cooper, who had gone out to witness the 

'* Ammal Reptri, 1857. 

n Samuel Cooper, the New York man, who nai dow in United Statei em- 
plajr but laur became adjutant-general of the Confederacy [Cravrford, Geneiu 
•/ tkt CMl War, Jio], made, about thii time, a veiy lignilicaiit inquiry a« to 
kvw ■nanj' Indian warrion there were in the vicinity of the yuiaui tetth- 
nmtla [Cooper to Mix, January 39, tt%6, Indian Office, MuctUtmtoui Filu, 

*■ J. ThMnpaon to J. B. Ftoyd, March is, 185I [Indian Office, MuttlUiiuou* 
FU*i\. 

^ By )hi* treaty, the Chociawi had aurrendered to the United Statea all their 
daimt to land beyond the one hundredth degree of wett lon^tude. 
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detennination of the initial point on the line between 
his agency and the Leased District, himself took post at 
Fort Arbuckle and called upon the Indians for patrol 
and garrison duty." It would seem that Secretary 
Thompson had verbally authorized" Cooper to make 
this use of the Indians; but they proved in the sequel 
very inefficient as garrison troops. On the thirtieth of 
June, Lieutenant Powell, commanding Company E, 
First United States Infantry, arrived at Fort Arbuckle 
from Texas and relieved Cooper of his self-imposed 
task. The day following. Cooper set out upon a sixteen 
day scout of the Washita country, taking with him his 
Indian volunteers, Chickasaws*" and a few Cherokees;" 
and for this act of using Indian after the arrival of 
white troops, he was severely criticized by the depart- 
ment One thing he accomplished: he selected a site 
for the prospective Wichita Agency with the recom- 
mendation that it be also made the site" of the much- 
needed military post on the Leased District. The site 
had originally been occupied by a Kechie village and 
was admirably well adapted for the double purpose 
Cooper intended. It lay near the center of the Leased 

T* Cooper to Rector, Jaoe 13, 185S. 
^* Cooper to Rector, June jo^ 185!. 

*o Some of the Chidcawifs cainc to Cooper under the lead of the United 
Statei interpreter, Junet Gamble, later CbickHaw delegate in the Confederaie 

*■ The Cbercftect iood deierted Cw^r, do cauae uaigned. Why they vrett 
widi bim at all can not vtry euilj be explaioed unless diey were looking out 
fbr the interest* of the "Cherokee Outlet" They msy, indeed, have been some 
refugee Chcrtftce* nbot in 1854, nere reported as living in the Chickasaw 
coufttiy and consorting with hone thieve* and odier detperadoe*. Under or* 
dinaty dttumstances, Cooper had no authority to command the actions of 
Cbetokeet and hii call was to Choctaws and Chickasaws whose a^nt he was 
and wboM interests were directly involved in the survey then being made. 

■*On the question of die pttiposed Mte, see Rector's Rtferi, 1S59, pp. 307, 
309. For Emory's familiarly with the region, note his report of ■ militar7 
reeoonaiNance nndertaken by hicn in 1846 and 1S47 [Pacific Railroad Svrvtfs, 
rtA. U]. 



Digitized by Google 



The Indian Country, 1830-1860 55 

District and near the sources of Cache and Beaver 
Creeks. It was also, so reported Cooper, "not very dis- 
tant from the Washita, & Canadian" (and commanded) 
"the Mountain passes through the Wichita Mountains 
to the Antelope Hills-to the North branch of Red 
River and also the road on the South side of the Wich- 
ita Mountains up Red River." 

The colonization of the Wichitas and other Indians 
took place in the summer of 1859 under the excitement 
of new disputes with Texas, largely growing out of an 
unwarranted and brutal attack" by white men upon In- 
dians of the Brazos Agency. That event following so 
closely upon the heels of Van Dorn's" equally brutal 
attack upon a defenceless Comanche camp brought 
matters to a crisis and the government was forced to be 
expeditious where it had previously been dilatory. The 
Comanches had come in, under a flag of truce, to confer 
in a friendly way with the Wichitas. Van Dom, igno- 
rant of their purpose but supposing it hostile, made a 
forced march, surprised them, and mercilessly took 
summary vengeance for all the Comanches had been 
charged with, whether justly or unjustly, for some time 
past. After it was all over, the Comanches, with about 
sixty of their number slain, accused the Wichitas of hav- 
ing betrayed them. Frightened, yet innocent, the 

r of Indiui Affairs, Report, 1S59, and Rccompanying docu- 



**It woutd Kcm thu Vm Dora had bceo ordered by Gewral Twigga, 
fnwimMwBpg in Texaa, to exploie the country betwcea the one hundredtb and 
Ac one bmidred and fourdi nteridiam aa fir north aa the Cinadiao Rivet. 
He wai to do it quite irreapective ttf depaitiueot jurisdictional lioea. Van 
Dmh had the Texan's unreleoting hatred for all Indiana and, ai waa to have 
been espected, considering the latitude of hit orders, aoon got hiniaelf into 
tnublfc It b interettiDg to note in connection with thia affair and 10 view 
of all thai followed when Van Dom and Albert Pike were both serring under 
the CoDfederacr, that their dislike of each other dated from Pike's ooademna- 
tion of Van Dora's cruel treatment of the ComatKhes. 
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Wichitas begged that there be no further delay in their 
removal, so the order was given and arrangements 
made. Unfortunately, by the time everything was 
ready, the season was pretty far advanced and the In- 
dians reached their new home to find it too late to put in 
crops for that year's harvest. Subsistence rations had, 
therefore, to be doled out to them, the occasion afford- 
ing, as always, a rare opportunity for graft. Instead of 
calling for bids, as was customary. Superintendent Rec- 
tor entered into a private contract" with a friend and 
relative of his own, the consequence being that the gov- 
ernment was charged an exorbitant price for the rations. 
Soon other troubles" came. The Leased District 
proved to be already occupied by some northern Indian 
refugees" and became, as time went on, a handy ren- 

M The cxintractor wu Charlei B. Jutttaaa of Fort Smilh. Under the firm 
nacDe of JobiwoD & Grinm, thii man and Manhal Grimei^ alto of Arfcanaat, 
were able again aod again to aecure MbsiMeoee cootractt from Rector and 
alwayi with the luapicion of fraud attaching. Wlieoever poeiible, Rector mi 
hie frieodt eliminated entirely the element of competition. Abram G. Mayera 
of Port Smith Mcmi to have been the chief informer againet Rector. At a 
matter of fact, and thi* miut be admitted in extenuitioD of Rector'e conduct, 
Ihe Indian field Mrrlce wii to grotsly mitmanaged, official* from the highnt 
to tbe loweit were so corrupt, that it ii not at all nirpriiing that each ooe 
[nnlen by the mereit chance he -were itrong enough tnonlly to tetlit mnpta- 
tioo] took every opportunity be could get to enrich himself at the Indian'* ex- 
penie; for, of coune, atl tuch tll-goiten gain* came tooner or later out of the 
lodiui fund. Very few Indian offidili leem to have been able to p«M muater 
in matter* of probity during tbeae troubloui tbnei. Secretaiy Thompson and 
even Ez-presidenr Pierce were not above tuipicioD in the Indian's eitiraatioii 
[Article, signed by "Screw Fly" in the Chieiatam end Choelav) Herald, Fcb- 
niaiy 11, 1859]. Mix waa accused of dishonesty, so were Commisatoner Dole; 
r Cooley, and Secretary Usher, m iiy nothing of a host of leiaer 



** SnperriMog agent, Robert S. Nri^bois, who bad always befriended tbe 
Indians when be conveniently could against tmfoundcd cbatges, was killed soon 
after tbe removal by vindictive Teians. S. A. Blain was then given diarge 
of the Texas niperintendency in addition to hi* own Wichita Agency. The 
consolidation of duties gave tite Texans, apparently, a fresh opportunity to 
lodge complaiots against tbe Wichita*. 

** These refugees were mostly Delawares and Kickapooa. There were oth- 
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dezvous for free negroes; but, as soon as Matthew 
Leeper" of Texas became agent, the stay of such was 
extremely short** 

Such were the conditions obtaining among the In- 
dians west of Missouri and Arkansas in the years imme- 
diately antedating the American Civil War; and, from 
such conditions, it may readily be inferred that the In- 
dians were anything but satisfied with the treatment that 
had been and was being accorded them. They owed no 
great debt of gratitude to anybody. They were restless 
and unhappy among themselves. Their old way of liv- 
ing had been completely disorganized. They had noth- 
ing to go upon, so far as their relations with the white 
men were concerned, to make them hopeful of anything 
better in the future, rather the reverse. Indeed at the 
very opening of the year 1 860, a year so full of distress 
to them because of the great drouth ^ that ravaged Ne- 

er "*tT»jt," or "abteaiee^" tcattered here and there over rhe Indian country. 
Then were ShawDcei near the Canadian, Delawares among the Cherokces, and 
Shawnee* and Kickapooi on the nuthweitem border of the Creek landi. 

** Matthew Leeper wa* appointed to niccced S. A. Blain a* agent, July, 
tl6a He had prevkwilj been ipecial Indian agent in Tcxat. 

**Anwag tbe Ltiftr Paptri a found the following: 

Notice; All free negroet are notiBed to leare tbe Wichita Reterre 

or LeaKd Diitrict forthwith, except an old negro who ii in charge of 

McMTi. Grimct k Rector, who will be permitted to remain ■ few daya. 

-„..,. , „ „ , ., [M- L»pm], U, S, Ind. Agt. 

Widdta Agency, I-D. Sept. afi, 1S60. ■■ ■■• • 

■■■The tuSering among the Indiana mutt have been very great There 
waa a complete failure of cropi eveiywhere. Subeiiteiice had to be continued 
to the Wichitai, (he Seminole* were irported alnolutely destitute, and CTen the 
prorident Choctaw* were obliged to mcmorialite Congic** for relief on the 
baM* of the Senate award under their treaty of iSj5 [General Pile*, Ch^elaw, 
iSS9-'S6^- Out of thi* applicadoB of Choctaw funda to the circumilaiice* 
of dieir own preaaing need*, came the great tcandal of the Choctaw Com 
Cocitract, in which Agent Cooper and many prominent nten of the tribe were 
inqilicated. In loroe way Albert Pike was concerned in it alao; but it muat 
have been practically the only tune a ipedfic charge of anything like peculatioa 
coald poeaibly have been broa^t againit anj of hi* traniictioni. Hi* char- 
acter for hooeity Memi to have been impeccable. 
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braska, Kansas, and Oklahoma, the worst that had been 
known in thirty years, there came occasion for a new 
distrust Proposals were made to the Creeks,*' to the 
Choctaws,'* and to the Chickasaws to allot their lands in 
severalty, notwithstanding the fact that one of the in- 
ducements offered by President Jackson to get them 
originally to remove had been, that they should be per- 
mitted to hold their land, as they had always held it, in 
common, forever. The Creeks now replied to the pro- 
posals of the Indian Office that they had had experience 
with individual reservations in their old eastern homes 
and had good reason to be prejudiced against them. 
The Indians, one and all, met the proposals with a 
downright refusal but they did not forget that they had 
been made, particularly when there came additional 
cause for apprehension. 

The cause for apprehension came with the presiden- 
tial campaign of i860 and from a passage in Seward's 
Chicago speech,'* "The National Idea; Its Perils and 
Triumphs," expressive of opinions, false to the national 
trust but favorable to expansion in the direction of the 
Indian territory, most inopportune, to say the least, and 
foolish. Seward probably spoke in the enthusiasm of 
a heated moment; for the obnoxious sentiment, "The 
Indian territory, also, south of Kansas, must be vacated 
by the Indians," was very different in its tenor from 
equally strong expressions in his great Senate speech" 

*i Id Jinuary, i86ai Agent Giirett uked the Crecki in their Nstioul 
Council to CODMIK to the ipportionnieDl of the tribal land*. Molty Cunard 
[Matey Kennard] and Echo Mayo [Echo Harjo] tent the reply of the Coundl 
to Garret^ January 19, iSfo. It w» an unqualified and abiolijit refuttl. 

" Cooper to Greenwood, March 31, 1S60 [General VAtt, Cioctaw, i8s9- 
,866. C445]- 

"George E, Baker, IForh of W. H. Seward (edition of 1884), toI. iv, 
]6j; Bancnft'* Stward, vol. it, 46o-47a 

** Coagrtiiiaaal debt, )3rd congreM, firtt aeMioa, Appendix, p. 15s. 
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on the Kansas-Nebraska Bill, February 17, 1854. It 
soon proved, however, easy of quotation by the seces- 
sionists in their arguments with the Indians, it being 
offered by them as incontestable proof that the designs 
of the incoming administration were, in the highest de- 
gree, inimical to Indian treaty rights. At the time of 
its utterance, the Indians were intensely excited. The 
poor things had had so many and such bitter experi- 
ences with the bad faith of the white people that it took 
very little to arouse their suspicion. They had been told 
to contract their domain or to move on so often that they 
had become quite super-sensitive on the subject of land 
cessions and removals. Seward's speech was but an- 
other instance of idle words proving exceedingly fate- 
ful. 

Two facts thus far omitted from the general survey 
and reserved for special emphasis may now be remarked 
upon. They will show conclusively that there were 
personal and economic reasons why the Indians, some 
of them at least, were drawn irresistibly towards the 
South. The patronage of the Indian Office has always 
been more or less of a local thing. Communities ad- 
joining Indian reservations usually consider, and with 
just cause because of long-established practice, that all 
positions in the field service, as for example, agencies 
and traderships, are the perquisites, so to speak, of the 
locality;. It was certainly true before the war that 
Texas and Arkansas had some such understanding as to 
Indian Territory, for only southerners held office there 
and, from among the southerners, Texans and Arkan- 
sans received the preference always. It happened too 
that the higher officials in Washington were almost in- 
variably southern men. 

The granting of licenses to traders rested with the 
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superiatcndent and everything goes to show that, in the 
fifties and sixties, applications for license were scrutin- 
ized very closely by the sourtiern superintendents with 
a view to letting no objectionable person, from the 
standpoint of southern rights, get into the territory. 
The Holy See itself could never have been more vig- 
ilant in protecting colonial domains against the intro- 
duction of heresy. The same vigilance was exercised 
in the hiring of agency employees, blacksmiths, wheel- 
wrights, and the like. Having full discretionary power 
in the premises, the superintendents could easily inter- 
pret the law to suit themselves. They could also evade 
it in their own interests and frequently did so. One 
notorious case** of this sort came up in connection with 
Superintendent Drew, who gave permits to his friends 
to "peddle" in the Indian country without requiring of 
them the necessary preliminary of a bond. Traders once 
in the country had tremendous influence with the In- 
dians, especially with those of a certain class whom or- 
dinarily the missionaries could not reach. Then, as be- 
fore and since, Indian traders were not men of the high- 
est moral character by any means. Too often, on the con- 
trary, they were of degraded character, thoroughly un- 
scrupulous, proverbial for their defiance of the law, gen- 
eral illiteracy, and corrupt business practices. It stands to 
reason that such men, if they had themselves been select- 
ed with an eye single to the cause of a particular section 
and knew that solicitude in its interests would mean 
great latitude to themselves and favorable reports of 
themselves to the department at Washington, would 
spare no efforts and hesitate at no means to make it their 
first concern, provided, of coune, that it did not inter- 
fere with their own monetary schemes. 

*' Deui to Muijrpenny, October 34, 1%$% [Deu'i Lttttr Baoi]. 
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To cap the climax, the last and greatest circumstance 
to be noted, if only because of the great weight it car- 
ried with the Indians when it was brought into the argu- 
ment by the secessionists, is that practically all of the 
Indian money held in trust for the individual tribes by 
the United States government was invested in southern 
stocks;** in Florida 7's, in Georgia, Kentucky, Louisi- 
ana, Maryland, South Carolina, Missouri, Virginia, 
and Tennessee 6's, in North Carolina and Tennessee 5's, 
' and the like. To tell the truth, only the merest mini- 
mum of it was secured by northern bonds. The south- 
erners asserted for the Indians' beneht, that all these 
securities would be forfeited" by the war. Sufficient 
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96,000 


00 


Soutb CaroliDa 










115,000 


00 


TmneiKe 










»S,aoa 


oo 


Traoeiacc 












00 


United Stam 










951,110 


00 


Vinsinia 










rt6,iao 


00 



' Taxed by the State. 
CbmiDuaioiier of lodiin Affain, Report, iSS9i P- 4S3- 

** David Hubbard to Ron and McCulIoch, Juoi ii, iS6i [0$cial Retards, 
fint Mr., to], xiii, 497]. 
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is the fact, that the position of the Indians" was un- 
questionably difficult. With so much to draw them 
southward, our only wonder is, that so many of them 
stayed with the North. 



■■ The pawdon of the tribei in the Dortbeni put ol the lodiao counttr, in 
Kbdmm, wu Gontiderably different from that of the tribe* in the xnitfacnt part, 
in OklahMiM. Each of the great tribci to the touthirard had a gorerament 
of it* own that wai modeDcd very largely upon that of the Tarioua atatet. 
The tribe* to the northward had retained, unchanged in eneiitial*, their old 
tribal coramuDity goreniment Moreover, they bad already been obliged to 
allow theniaelvM to be circumicribed by temiDrial linet, non to be «tate lines; 
their integrity had been bn>ken in upon; and now they were not of luSctetu 
iinportaDce to have, either individually or collectively, anything to >ay about 
the aectional affiliation of Kan***. A* a matter of fact, they never lo much 
as attempted to take general tribal action in the premim. Neither their tttna- 
tion nor tlicir politktl organization permitted it 
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II. INDIAN TERRITORY IN ITS RELA- 
TIONS WITH TEXAS AND ARKANSAS 

For the participation of the southern Indians in the 
American Civil War, the states of Texas and Arkansas 
were more than measurably responsible. Indian Ter- 
ritory, or that part of the Indian country that was his- 
torically known as such, lay between them. Its south- 
ern frontage was along the Red River; and that stream, 
flowing with only slight sinuosity downward to its junc- 
tion with the Mississippi, gave to Indian Territory a 
long diagonal, controlled, as far as situation went, en- 
tirely by Texas. Texas lay on the other side of the river 
and she lay also on almost the whole western border of 
Indian Territory." She was, consequently, in posses- 
sion of a rare opportunity, geographically, for exercis- 
ing influence, should need for such ever arise. Running 
parallel with the Red River and northward about one 
hundred miles, was the Canadian. Between the two 
rivers were three huge Indian reservations, the most 
western was the Leased District of the Wichitas and 
allied bands, the middle one was the Chickasaw, and 
the eastern, the Choctaw.**" The Indian occupants of 
these three reservations were, therefore, and sometimes 
to their sorrow, be it said, the very next door neighbors 

"Ad ioteTruptiim to tbU eamt id the ihape of the iodefiiulcly defined 
"Cherokee Oatlet," which Uy north of Tcxm and in addhioo occupied the 
nRthem part of Indian Tcrritorj. 

'<**> The lobjoined mip will illuatrate die rcluive poMtioa of the individual 
Indian mervationi. Although publiafaed in it6j, it i* not correct for that 
date but i* fairly correct for iS£i. The "reconitructioD ticaliM" of iBM made 
various changei in the Indian boundariei bat tbe map taket no account of them. 
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of the Texans. The Choctaws were, likewise, the next 
door neighbors of the Arkansans who joined them on 
the east; but the relations between Arkansans and Choc- 
taws seem not to have been so close or so constant dur- 
ing the period before the war as were the relations be- 
tween the Choctaws and the Texans on the one hand and 
the Cherokees and the Arkansans on the other. 

The Cherokees dwelt, like the Choctaws, over against 
Arkansas but north of the Canadian River and in close 
proximity to Fort Smith, the headquarters of the South- 
em Superintendency."' Their territory was not so com- 
pactly placed as was the territory of the other tribes; 
and, in its various parts, it passes, necessarily, under 
various designations. There was the "Cherokee Out- 
let," a narrow tract south of Kansas that had no definite 
western limit. It was supposed to be a passage way to 
the hunting grounds of the great plains beyond. Then 
there was the "Cherokee Strip," the Kansas extension 
of the outlet, and for most of its extent originally and 
legally a part of it The territorial organization of 
Kansas had made the two distinct Finally, as respects 
the more insignificant portions of the Cherokee domain, 
there were the "Cherokee Neutral Lands," already suf- 
ficiently well commented upon. They were insignifi- 
cant, not in point of acreage but of tribal authority oper- 
ating within them. They lay in the southeastern comer 
of Kansas and constituted, against their will and against 
the law, her southeastern counties. They were separat- 
ed, to dicir own discomfiture and disadvantage, from 
the Cherokee Nation proper by the reservation of the 
Quapaws, of the Senecas, and of the confederated Sen- 
ecas and Shawnees. This Cherokee Nation lay, as has 

10* V*n Burcn had ■ ihort time preriouilj been the headquartcn of the 
Southern SaperintenileiHy. 
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already been indicated, over against Arkansas and north 
of the northeastern section of the Choctaw country. 
The Arkansas River formed part of the boundary be- 
tween the two tribal domains. So much then for the 
location of the really great tribes, but where were the 
lesser? 

The Quapaws, the Senecas, and the confederated Sen- 
ecas and Shawnees, the most insignificant of the lesser, 
occupied the extreme northeastern comer of Indian 
Territory and, therefore, bordered upon the southwest- 
em corner of Missouri. The Creeks lived between the 
Arkansas River, inclusive of its Red Fork, and the Can- 
adian River, having the Cherokees to the east and north 
of them, the Choctaws and Chickasaws to the south, and 
the Seminoles to the southwest, between the Canadian 
and its North Fork. The Indians of the Leased Dis- 
trict have already been located. 

In the years preceding the Civil War, the interest of 
Texas and of Arkansas in Indian Territory manifested 
itself, not in a covetous desire to dispossess the Indians 
of their lands, as was, unfortunately for national honor, 
the case in Kansas, but in an effort to keep the actual 
country true to the South, settled by slaveholders, In- 
dian or white, as occasion required or opportunity of- , 
fered. When sectional affairs became really tense after 
the formation of the Republican Party, they redoubled 
their energies in that direction, working always through 
the rich, influential, and intelligent half-breeds, some 
of whom had property interests and family connections 
in the states operating upon them."* The half-breeds 
were essentially a planter class, institutionally more 

'"'We find tbit tbis iniimtte iDtercmine extended ercn to tbingt Kbolw- 
tk; for, though dteie were plenty of female taaiamntt, to-called, within Iif 
diui Territory, lodiui girl* regDlarty attended rimilar inatituiiona in Pajctte- 
ville [Bidiop, A. W., Lofoltf as Iht Fnntirr, 143]. 
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truly so than were the inhabitants of the border slave 
states. It is therefore not surprising that, during the 
excitement following Abraham Lincoln's nomination 
and election, identically the same political agencies 
worked among them as among their white neighbors 
and events in Indian Territory kept perfect pace with 
events in adjoining states. 

The first of these that showed strong sectional ten- 
dencies came in January, 1861, when the Chickasaws, 
quite on their own initiative apparently, met in a called 
session of their legislature to consider how best the 
great tribes might conduct themselves with reference to 
the serious political situation then shaping itself in the 
United States. There is some evidence that the KnighB 
of the Golden Circle had been active among the Indians 
as they had been in Arkansas*"* during the course of the 
late presidential campaign. At all events, the red men 
knew full well of passing occurrences among their 
neighbors and they certainly knew how matters were 
progressing in Texas. There the State Rights Party 
was asserting itself in no doubtful terms. For the time 
being, however, the Chickasaws contented themselves 
with simply passing an act,*** January 5, suggesting 

>■>* Biihop [Lojah]/ on the Fnntttr, lo] iiyi Aat to the zeal of the Koight* 
of the adden Circle, or "Knave* of the Godlet* Conunuiiiao," wh mably 
attributable "the treaMnable coraplextoo" of the AikaiiMt leKi*'>Mre that ot- 
ganited in Novmiber of iI6a 

M* The following documenti inctude the act of the Chickataw l«gislatur« 
and related cormpoadetice : 

Be it ecMcted by the Lcgitlatore of the Chickasaw Nation, That the 
Governor of the Chickaiaw Nation, be aod he i* hcrel^ anthoriacd Mi 
apptnnt four CiHnmiuioDeTS, one from each coaDtjr, iMnwIy: - Panola, 
IMcfceni, Tiihomingot and Pimtotoc Coan^, on the part of the Chid- 
a**w Nation, to meet a like *et nt CommtMionen appointed rcipective- 
I7 by the Choctaw, Creek, Cherokee, and Seminole Nations, to meet 
in General CaoTcntton at such time and place That Ae Chief of the 
Creak Nation, roajr aet, for the purpose of entering lata lome compact, 
not incontistent with die Laws and Treaties of the Dnited Statei, tat 
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an inter-tribal conference and arranging for the execu- 
tive appointment of a Chickasaw delegation to it. The 

the fatnre lecuri^ and piMcctioD of the righti and CitiMoi of ■■id 
natioiu^ in the event of a change in the United States, aod to reoew 
die hannoiijr and good feelii^ already ettabliihed between taid Na- 
tjooa bj a compact concluded & entered into on the 14^1 of Nor. 1159, 
tt Aibary Miwian Creek Nation. 

Be it fnrdier enacted That (aid CoouniaeiaMr* ihall receive for their 
MTTioe* the wm of One hundred dollar* each, and shall report the pn>- 
ceedingi of said Ccoivention to the next Knion of the ChidcaMW Leg- 
iilatnre for it* approval or diiapproval. . . 

PaMed the Houte Repti as amended Janf 5th ii£i. 

Pawed Senate Jan. 5, igti. 
Approved Jan. j, tt6i. 
Indian Office General Fttti-Chtroite 1839-1865, €515. 

Encloacd please find an Act of the called Senion of the Chiekataw 
Legislature^ the objea of which you will readily undentand. Youi 
Go6pcratioii, and union of action of At Cherokee people in effecting Ae 
object therein expreHcd 1* hereby reipectfully loticitcd. 

It will be left to the Principal Chief* of the Creek Nation to apprint 
the time and place of meeting; of which you will have timely notice. - 
Cntire Haikb, governor of the Chidaiaw Nation, to John Roia, prin- 
cipal chief of (he Cberdceet, dated Tiibotiiingo, C.N. January 5th, iSfii 

Yon will pleaie find encloacd a conununtcatian from the Gov' of 
the Chickasaw Natioa & an Act of the Chickaiaw Legislature calling 
□pon their Brethren the Creeks to appmnt a time Ic place for a Gen- 
eral Conventioo of the Chickaaaw*, Cboctaws, Cherokee*, and CredLa. 
We therefore appmnt the iTdi inst. to meet at dte General Coondl 
Ground of the Creek Nation- At which time & place we will (be) 
happy to meet our Brethren tbe Cherokee*. - Jac)» DiaaTSAW, acting 
chief of tbe Creek Nation, to John Rosa, dated Cowetab, Credc Natioa, 
February 4, iB&i [ihid.}. 

I was much lurpriicd to receive a pn^KMitioa for taking action so 
formal on a matter so important, without having any previous notice or 
understanding aboot the buuneu, which might hsve afforded oppoi- 
tuoiQr to confer with our respective Council* and People. 

Although 1 regret most deeply, the eKciteatent which has arisen . 
among our White bredircn: yet (y w it can only be regarded as a fam- 
ily nuannderstanding among themsdves. And it behooves us to be care- 
ful, in any movement of ours, to refrain from adopting any measures 
liable to be miscooitnted or mtRreprc*cnttd:-and in which (« present 
at least) we have no direct and pr^er conceriL 

I caimot but conBdently believe, however, that there is wisdom and 
virtue and moderation enou^ among the people of tbe United StaKs, 
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authorities of the other tribes were duly notified '** and 
to the Creek was given the privilege of naming time 
and place. 
The Inter-tribal Council assembled at the Creek 

U bring Bboot a pe*cc«blc tnd MtitfactMy adjutlmeiit of iheir diffei^ 
eiKct. And I do not tliiDk ne have die right to BDticipate aiqr coo- 
tingency adveiM to the liability and peimaDeiKe of the Federal Unioik 

Our relatiooi to the United Statea, ai defined by oor treaties are 
dear and definite. And the abligattoni growing oat of Ibem eaiily 
aaceitained. And it will ever be our nitdom and our intercat to adhete 
atridly to itune obligationa, and carefully to guard againit being drawn 
into any complicationt which may prove prejudidal to the iniereKi of 
oar people^ or imperil the lecurity we now enjoy nndcr tlw protectioa 
of the Goremtuent of the United Statea ai guaranteed by our Tieatiea. 
In die Tcry wont contiogen^ that can be thought of, the great National 
Reapooubilitiea of the United Statea mutt and will be provided fvr. 
And ihould a catattrophe ai that referred to in (your) comnnnicatian, 
unhappily occur, then will be Ae time f or ui to lake proper Kepi for 
tecuting die right* and intcreata of our people. 

Out of reipect to the Chief* of neighboring Netiom, and from the 
deep intetcat I feel for the peace and welfare of our red brethren, I bare 
deemed it proper to appoiut a Delegation to attend the Qnmcil ap- 
pointed by the Creek Chief* at your requet^ on the 17th inat at lh« 
Gen' CoDodl Ground of the Creek Nation, hn At purpoae of a friendir 
intercbange of the viewa & teniimeott on the general Intereiti of our 
reaped! vc Nationa. 

In the language of onr Fatbera, I an your 

■^Ider Friend and Brother" 
John Rosa, Principal Chief, Cherokee Nation. 
Extract from letter to Cyrui Harrit, February 9, iS6t litul.']. 

Prerioua to the receipt of your Cooununicatioa endoatog tbe pro- 
ceeding* of the Chickaaaw Authoririea, I had received limilar papera 
from the "Govenwr of the Chidataw Nation," 

And I herewith endoae for tbe information of younelf k people a 
copy of toy reply. I will appoint a Delegation to attend your Council 
for the purpoae therein itated.-Ron to Derryuw, Febraary 9, fS6i 

I have received a communication from the Gov. of tbe Cbidtaaavr 
Nadon, with a copy of an Act of their Lepalature. And I prcauine a 
aimilar communicadon ba* been received by yon. Deeming it important 
diat mud) prudukce and caudon dwuld be exerdaed by ua in regard to 
tbe object of the Govcrnor'a communication, I have thought it pnq)er 
n» addreaa him a letter, giving a brief expreiaion of my view* on die 
aubject, a copy of which I encloae for your information. - Rum to the 
prindpat chief of the Clioctaw Nation, February 11, 1861 [itid.^. 
>•* See preceding note. 
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Agency,*" February 17, but comparatively few dele- 
gates were in attendance. William P. Ross, a gradu- 
ate "" of Princeton and a nephew of John Ross, the prin- 
cipal chief of the Cherokees, went as the head of the 
Cherokee delegation. It was he who reported the scan- 
ty attendance/" saying that there were no Chickasaws 
present, no Choctaws, but only Creeks, Seminoles, and 
Cherokees. Why it happened so can not now be exact- 
ly determined but to it may undoubtedly be ascribed the 
outcome; for the council did nothing that was not per- 
fectly compatible with existing friendly relations be- 
tween the great tribes and the United States govern- 
ment John Ross, in instructing his delegates, had 
strictly enjoined caution and discretion.*" William P. 
Ross and his associates seem to have managed to secure 

1"* Tlie Creek Aseno' was probablj' chiMMi because of in coavenicnt tinia- 
ti«m. It wu at the juoctioD of the North Fork and the Canadian and, cooae- 
qncnitj, ID clote proximi^ to three of the reaervatioDi and not far dittant 
from the other twa 

^** See Mr*. W. P. Rom, Life and Timti »f William P. Ron. 
^'* Ameriean Htittrical Rrvitw, toI. xt, aSa. 

••• ... On your deliberations it will [be] proper for you to 
adriK diwretioD, and to guard igainit any premature movenient on 
our par^ which might produce excitement or be liable to miirepretema- 
tkn. Our duty ia very plain. We have only to adhere firmly to our 
mpccttre Treaties. By them we have placed ourwlvei under the pro- 
tectioa of the United States, and of no other wvneign whatever. We 
are bound to hold no treaty with any foreign Power, or with any in- 
dividual State or combination of States nor with Citizens of any State. 
Nor even with one aitather without the interposition and participation 
of the United States. . . 

should any action of the Council be thought desirable, a resolution 
might be adopted, to the effect, that ne will in all OHitingendes rest 
mr inrercsta on the pledged faith of the United States, for the fulfilment 
of thrir obligations. We ought to entertain do ippreheoaion of any 
change, that wUI endanger our interests. The parties holding the rc- 
tponsibilities of the Federal Govcmment will always be bound u> u*. 
And no meaiuret we have it in our power to adopt can add anything 
to d>e security we now possess. Relying on your intelligence & discre* 
tioti I will add no more. -Chibf Ross's instructions to the Cherokee 
Delegation, February la, iS6i [Indian Office General Files, Chmker 
i8s9-i86s, C51JJ. 
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the observance of both. Perchance it was Chief 
Ross's*^' known aversion to an interference in matters 
that did not concern the Indians, except very indirectly, 
and the consciousness that his influence in the council 
would be immense, probably all-powerful, that caused 
the Chickasaws to draw back from a thing they had 
themselves so ill-advisedly planned. It is, however, 
just possible that, between the time of issuing the call 
and of assembling the council, they crossed on their own 
responsibility the boundary of indecision and resolved, 
as most certainly had the Choctaws, that their s^- 
pathies and their interests were with the South. It 
might well be supposed that in this perilous hour their 
thoughts would have travelled back some thirty yeara 
and they would have remembered what havoc the same 
state-rights doctrine, now presented so earnestly for 
their acceptance, although it scarcely fitted their case, 
had then wrought in their concerns. Strangely enough 
none of the tribes seems to have charged the gross in- 
justice of the thirties exclusively to the account of the 
South. On the contrary, they one and all charged it 
against the federal government, against the states as a 
whole, and so, rightly or wrongly, the nation had to pay 
for the inconsistency of Jackson's procedure, a proced- 
ure that could so illogically recognize the supremacy 
of federal law in one matter and the supremacy of state 
law in another matter that was precisely its parallel. 

The decision of the Choctaws had found expression in 
a series of resolutions under date of February 7. They 
are worthy of being quoted entire. 

110 The Indian Office filet ■■« full of tcMimonr proring John Rou'i wit- 
dam, famight, (terliiig north gepcrally, and abtoluie dcrotioo to hii people. 
Indeed, bit whole biogtaphy ii written large in the recordt. Hit diiracter 
wu impeccable. Judged by any standard whateoever, he would easily rank 
■■ one of the greatest of IntUao hilf-breedt. 



Digitized by Google 



Indian Territory, Texas, and Arkansas 73 

February 7, 1861. 
RssoLunoMS exprenini the feeUngt and tentimenU of the Gen- 
eral Council of the Choctaw Nation in reference to the politictd 
disagreement existing between the Northern and Southern States 
of the American Union, 

Resolved by the General Council of the Choctaw Nation as- 
sembled, That wc view with deep regret and great solicitude the 
proent unhappy political disagreement between the Northern 
and Southern States of the American Union, tending to a penna- 
neat dissolution of the Union and the disturbance of the various 
important relations existing with that Government by treaty stip- 
ulations and international laws, and portending much injury to 
the Choctaw government and people. 

Resolved further. That we must express the earnest desire 
and ready hope entertained by the entire Choctaw people, that 
any and all political disturbances a^tating and dividing the peo- 
ple of the various States may be honorably and speedily adjusted ; 
and the example and blessing, and fostering care of their Gen- 
eral Government, and the many and friendly social ties existing 
with their people, continue for the enlightenment in moral and 
good government and prosperity in ^e material concerns of life 
to our whole population. 

Resolved further. That in the event a permanent dissolution 
of the American Union takes place, our many relations with the 
General Government must cease, and we shall be left to follow 
the natural affections, education, institutions, and interests of our 
people, which indissolubly bind us in every way to the destiny of 
our neighbors and brethren of the Southern States upon whom 
we are confident we can rely for the preservation of our rights of 
life, liberty, and property, and the continuance of many acts of 
friendship, general counsel, and material support. 

Resolved further. That we desire to assure our immediate 
nd^bors, the people of Arkansas and Texas, of our determina- 
tion to observe the amicable relations in every way so long exist- 
ing between us, and the firm reliance we have, amid any disturb- 
ancx with other States, the rights and feelings so sacred to us 
will remain respected by them and be protected from the en- 
croachments of others. 

Resolved further, That his excellency the principal chief be 
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requested to inclose, with an appropriate communicalioo from 
himself, a copy of these resolutions to the goveraors of the South- 
em States, with the request that they be laid before the State 
convention of each State, as many as have assembled at the date 
of their reception, and that in such as have not diey be published 
in the newspapers of die State. 

Retalved, That these resolutions take effect and be in force 
from and after their passage. 
Approved Fd>ruaiy 7, 1861.'" 

These resolurions of the Choctaw Council are in the 
highest degree interesting in the matter both of their 
substance and of their time of issue. The information 
is not forthcoming as to how the Choctaws received the 
invitation of the Chickasaw legislature to attend an in- 
ter-tribal council; but, later on, in April, 1861, the 
Choctaw delegation in Washington, made up of P. P. 
Pitchlynn, Samuel Garland, Israel Folsom, and Peter 
Folsom, assured the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
that the Choctaw Nation intended to remain neutral,"* 

'" 0$€iat Recordt, &m per., vol. i, 6S3. 

'" The evidence of this it to b« found in an cfficial letter from Commit* 

nooer W. P. I>ole to Secretiry Caleb B. Smith, under dste of April io, il&i, 

which read* at fellows : 

I have the hoDOT to eoeloie herewith a copj of a letter, dated ijlh. 
lutt. from Eliu Rector, Ecq., Supt Indian ASain . . . together 
with copy of it* encloture, being one addreued to Col, W. H. Eimary 
by M. Lteptr, Agent for the Indiani within the "Leased Diitrict," hav- 
ing reference to the removal of the troop* from Fort Cobb. 

The Government being bound by treaty obligatioiu to protect the 
Indians from the incunions of all enemies, 1 would respectfully aik to 
be infoimed, if it i> not it* intcntton to keep in the country a sufficient 
force for the purpose. 

TliC Choctaw and Chickasaw delegation - conqiosed of the priiH 
cipal men of thote Naiiom - while recently in this City expressed great 
•pprehensiODs of attack upon their people, by Citizen* of Texai and 
Arkansas; and these dclegatioDs having assured me of their determin- 
■doD to maintain a neutral position in the anticipated difficulties through- 
out our Ccumcy, I would recommend that a depot for arms be estab- 
lished within the Southern Superintcndcncy in order that the Indians 
there may be placed in the pouession of the means to defend themselvei 
against any attack. . . - Indian Office Report Book, ao. ti, p. i js. 
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which assurance was interpreted to mean simply that 
the Choctaws would be inactive spectator of events, ex- 
pressing no opinion, in word or deed, one way or the 
other. The Chickasaw delegation gave the same assur- 
ance and at about the same time and place. Now what 
is to be concluded? Is it to be supposed that the Act of 
January 5, 1861 in no wise reflected the sentiments of a 
tribe as a whole and similarly the Resolutions of Feb- 
ruary 7, 1861, or that the tribal delegations were, in 
April, utterly ignorant of the real attitude of their re- 
spective constituents? The answer is to be found in the 
following most interesting and instructive letter, writ- 
ten by S. Orlando Lee to Commissioner Dole from 
Huntingdon, Long Island, March 15, 1862:*" 

Thinking you and the gavernoMnt would like to bear some- 
Aine about the state of afiain among the Choctaws last summer 
and the influences which induced them to take their present po- 
sition I will write you what I know. I was a missionary teacher 
at Spencer Academy for two years and refer you to Hon, Walter 
Lowrie Gen. Sec. of the Pres. Board of Foreign Missions for in- 
formation as to my character &c I left Spencer June 13th & 
the nation June 24th but have heard directly from there twice 
since, the last time as late as Sept 6th. So that I can speak of 
occurrences as late as that. 

After South Carolina passed her secession ordinance in Dec. 
i860 there was a public attempt to excite the Choctaws and 
Chidcasaws as a beginning hoping to bring in the other tribes af- 
terwards. Many of the larger sUveholders (who arc nearly all 
half breeds) had been gained before and Capt. R. M. Jones was 
the leader of the secessionists. The country was full of lies about 
the intentions of the new administration. The border papers in 
Arkansas & Texas republished from die New York & St. Louis 
papers a part of a sentence from Hon. W. H. Seward's speech at 
Chicago during the election cunpaign of i860 to this effect "And 
Indian Territory south of Kansas must be vacated by the Indian" 
(These words do occur in the report of Mr. Seward's Chicago 
"*Gtncral Filo, Smlkern SuptrinUndtnej, 1859-1863, L6%a. 
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speech as published in New York Evening Post Weekly for I 
read it myself )■ This produced intense excitement of course 
and to add to the effect the Seccssiwiist Journals chai^ that 

■> . another prominent republican had proposed to drive the indians 

' out of Indian Ter. in a speech in congress. "This" they were 

told "is the policy of the new administration. The abt^itionists 

want your lands — we will protect you. Your only safety is to 

join the South." Again they were told "that the South must 

'; succeed in gaining their independence and the money of the in- 
dians being invested in the stocks of Southern sutes the stocks 
would be cancelled & the indians would lose their money unless 
they joined the south, if they did that the stocks would be reis- 
sued to the Confederate States for them." Their special commis- 
sioners Peter Folsom Uc, who came to Washington to get the 
half million of dollars for claims, reported that they got along 
very well until they were asked if they had slaves after that they 
said they could do nothing. Sampson Folsom said however that 
he thought they would have succeeded had it not been for the at- 
tack on Sumpter-He said President Lincoln then told them 
"He would not give them a dollar until the close of the war" 
An interesting fact in relation to these commissioners is that they 
came to Washington by way of Montgomery & were when they 
reached Washington probably all, except Judge Garland, seces- 
sionists. Thus all influences were in favor of the rebels - Where 
could the indians go for light - The former indian agent Cooper 
was a Col. in the rebel service. The oldest missionary who has 
undoubtedly more influence with the Choctaws than any other 
white man is an ardent secessionist believing (irmly both in the 
ri^t & in the final success of the rebel cause - He (Dr. Kings- 
bury) prays as earnestly & fervently for the success of the rebels 
as any one among us does for the success of the Union cause. 
The son of another, Mr. Hodgb*n, is a captain in the rebel ser- 
vice — another Mr. Stark actively assisted in organizing a com- 
pany acted as sec. of secessionist meetings JSec. Even Mr. Reid 
superintendant of Spencer was confident the rebels could never 
be subdued and thought when the treaty should be made they 
ought in justice to have Ind. Territory. Again when Fort Smith 
was evacuated the rebel forces were on the way up the Ark. 
river to attack it & the garrison evacuated it in the nij^t which 
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looked to the Indiana (if not to the white men) aa if the north- 
erners were afraid. The same was true of Fort Washitaw where -' 
our forces left in the nig^t and were actually pursued for sev- 
eral days by the Texans. Thus matters stood when Col. Pitch- v ' 
lynn the resident Com. of the Cboctaws at Washington returned > ' 
home. He gave all his influence to have the Choctaws take a 
neutral position. The chief had called the council to meet June 
1st. & Col. P. so far succeeded as to induce him to prepare a 
message recommending neutrality. Col. P. was promptly re- ' 
ported as an abolitionist and visiteJ & threatened by a Texas 
^^ilance committee. 

The Council met at Doaksville seven miles from Red River 
& of course from Texas. It was largely attended by white men 
from Texas our Cbocuw neighbors who attended said the place 
was full of white men. 

The Council did not o^anize until June 4th or 5th (I forget 
which) In the meanwhile the white men & half bloods had a se- 
cession meeting when it leaked out through Col. Cottier that the 
Qiicf Hudson had prepared a message recommending neutrality 
at which Robert M. Jones was so indignant that he made a fu- 
rious speech in which he declared that "any one who imposed se- 
cession oug^t to be hung" "and any suspicious persons ought to 
be himg." Hudson was frightened and when the Council was 
oi^anized sent in a message recommending that commissioners 
be t^ipointed to negotiate a treaty with the Confederates and that 
in the meantime a regiment be organised under Col, Cooper for 
the Confed. army. 

This was finally done hut not for a week for die Choctaws 
were reluctant. They feared that their action would result in 
the destruction of the nation. Said Joseph P. Folsom, a member 
of the council k a graduate of Dartmouth College New Hamp- 
shire, "We are choosing in what way we shall die" Judge Wade 
said to me, "We expect that the Choctaws will be buried. That 
b what we think will be the end of thb." Judge W. is a mem- 
ber of the Senate (for the Choctaw Council is composed of a 
Senate & lower house chosen by the people in districts & the con- 
stitution is modeled very much after those of the states.) it he 
has been a chief. Others said to mc "If the north was here so 
we could be protected we would stand up for the north but now 
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if we do not go in for the sout)) ibc .XeaaoS-WUl CQtDC 9Tcr here 
and kill us." Kfr. Rcid told me a dajr or two before we left that 
Ee had beaxne convinced during a trip for two or three days 
through the country that the full Moods were strongly for the 
north. I am sure it tvta so then k it was the (viniwi of the mis- 
sionaries that if we had all taken the position, that we would not 
leave, some of us bad been warned to do so by Texan vigitsnce 
committees, we could have raised a thousand men who would 
bave armed in our defence — Our older brethren told us that ibis 
would hasten the destruction of the indians as they would be 
crushed before any help OHild come. - We thougjit this would 
prc^ably be the case and the missionaries who were most strong- 
ly union in sentiment left. 

One of the number Rev. John Edwards had been hiding for 
his life from Texan k half blood rufiians for two weeks k we 
at Spencer had had the hunor to be visited by a Texas committee 
searching for arms. 

I continue my narrative from a letter from one of our teach- 
ers who was detained when we left by the illness of his wife & 
who left Spencer Sept 5th k the Nation Sept. gth. He says O^. 
Coopers regiment was filled up with Texans "The half breeds af- 
ter involving the full bloods in the war have rather drawn back 
themselves and but few of them have enlisted & gone to the war." 
"niis indicates that the full bbods bave at last yielded to the 
pressure and Joined the rebels. The missionaries who ranained 
would generally advise them to do this. 

The Choctaw commissioners met Albert Pike rebel commis- 
sioner k made a treaty with him, with reference to thb he says 
"The Choctaws rec'd quite a bundle of promises from the rebel 
government. Their treaty gives their representative a ^^t in die 
rebel congress, acknowledges the right of the Choctaws to |^ve 
testimony in all courts in the C. S., exempts them from the ex- 
pences of the war, their soldiers are to be paid 20$ a month by 
the C. S. during the war, the C. S. assume the debts due the 
Choctaws by the U. S., they have the privilege of coming in as 
a state into the Confederacy with equal rights if they wish it, or 
remain as they are, the C. S. to sustain their schools after the 
war, they guarantee them against all intrusion on their lands by 
white men, allow them to garrison the forts in dieir territory 
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with their own troc^ if they wish it said troc^ to be paid 1^ 
the C. S." - Here is a list of promises and when I think of these, 
of the belief of their oldest missionaries in the final success of , 
the rebeb, of the fact that all the old Officers of the U. S. gov- ' , 
eminent were in the service of the rebels, of the occupation of ', 
the forts there by rebels, of the activity of a knot of bitter dis- 
uniMiists led by Capt. Jones, who has long been a very influential / 
man, of the Texas mob law which considered it a crime for a 
young man to refuse to volunteer, of the fact that there was no 
way for them to hear the truth as to the designs of the IT. S. 
government concerning them, except throu^ Col. Pitchlyn who 
was soon silenced & of the falsehoods told them as to the desi^is 
of the Government, I do not wonder that they have joined the 
rebels. 

I saw strong men completely unmanned even to floods of tears 
by the leaving of Dr. Hobbs and the thoughts of what was before 
them. I heard men say they did not want to fight but expected 
to be forced to do it. 

I trust the government will consider the circumstances of the 
case & deal gently, considerately with the indians. I do not like 
to write such things of my brother missionaries but they are I 
believe facts & though I love some of them very much I still must 
say that, except Rev. Mr. Byington who was doubtful & Rev. 
Mr. Balandne a missionary to the Chickasaws who was uniwi, 
all the ordained missionaries belonging to the Choctaw & Chicka- 
saw Missimi of the Presbyterian Board who remain there were 
victims of the madness which swept over the South, were seces- 
sionists—One or two of the three Laymen who remained were 
union men — Cyrus Kingsbury son of Rev. Dr. K. being 
one. . . 

The failure of the United States government to give 
the Indians, in season, the necessary assurance that they 
would be protected, no matter what might happen, can 
not be too severely criticized. It indicated a very short- 
sighted policy and was due either to a tendency to ig- 
nore the Indians as people of no importance or to a lack 
of harmony and cooperation among the departments at 
Washington. Such an assurance of continued protec- 
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tion was not even framed until the second week in May 
and then the Indian country was already threatened by 
the secessionists. Moreover, it was framed and intend- 
ed to be given by one department, the Interior, and its 
fulfilment left to another, the War. It went out from 
the Indian Office in the form of a circular letter,'" ad- 
dressed by Commissioner William P. Dole to the chief 
executive"' in each of the five great tribes. It assured 
the Indians that President Lincoln had no intention of 
interfering with their domestic institutions or of allow- 
ing government agents or employees to interfere and 
that the War Department had been appealed to to fur- 
nish all needed defense according to treaty guaranties. 
The new southern superintendent, William G. Coffin 
of Indiana, was made the bearer of the missive; but, 
unfortunately, quite a little time elapsed"* before the 
military situation '" in the West would allow him to as- 

>^* The letter can be found in manufcripC fbim in IndiM Office, Lttttr 
Boot, no. £5, pp. 447-449, and in printed form in Cammimoaec of Indian 
Affain, RepTt, llfii, p. 34. 

>» J«A> Roti, principal diief of At Cberokee Nation; Cjtnu Harru, jpir- 
etiwr of tlie Cliiduiuw Nation; M. Ktunard, principal diief of Ae Lvhm 
Creek*; Ech» Hadja [Echo Har}o], principal chief of the Upper Citdn; 
Gtorgf Hudttn, principal chief of the Choctaw Nalioa; and the mmamed 
principal diicf of the Sctninolea t*e*t of Arlcanaat. 

!>■ It vrould Mem that the letMr waa not given to Coffin iiwnediately but 
na* held back on aocaunt of the inaecuTitjr of dte mail* [Dole to Creek and 
Seminole chief*, November 16, iS6i, Indian Oflice, Lttttr B«et, no. 6j, pp. 
7«-79]. 

lit The delay wai not entirely due to the military lituation. Coffin went 
from Waahington to bit home in Indiana. He *rat there on the twentieth, 
at Annapolii, Parke CounQ', when Dole wrote urging him to haitcn on hii way, 
I herewith encloae ■ tlip taken from the Nadonal Intelligencer of 
thii date, being an extract from the Atntin [Texas] Sute Gueette of the 
4th Inttant, by which you will perceive that effort! are being made to 
tamper with the Indiana within ytiur Superintendency. 

By thit you will perceive tbe urgent necewQ', that yni ibould pro- 
ceed at the earliett mooient practicable to the vicinity of the dudet in 
your charge, that from your peraonal knowledge of the viewa of the 
Gorenxnent in relatioo to tbeie Indian* a* well a* by the tnitructiaii* 
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sume his full duties or to reach his official headquar- 
ters,"* and, in the interval, he was detailed for other 

and commuDicatMoi in your poueniao, joa ta*j be able to thwatt the 
eiidcaTora of any and ill who hav* or ihall attempt to tamper with 
Ihne tribci and array them ia hottility to the GovenuDent. 

I deem it of the utmott importance that no time be loM in this matter, 
aa delay may be diaaMroui to the public aervicc. - Indian Office, Lttter 
B—i, no. 65, p. 47J. 

By the nineteenth of June, Coffin had managed to reach Crawford Sem- 
inaiy, from wbidi place he reported to Dole, 

We have at length reached the Indian Territory propper. . . I 
find Mr. Elder the Agent abecot I learned on my way down here that 
he had gone to Fort Scott with the view of locating the Agency theie 
for the prcaent which I tuppoecd when I wrote you from the Catholic 
MiauoD mi^t be propper from ita ckwe prasimity to Miitouri but aa 
Mr. Phclpi diitrict i> oppoiil here and he a good Union man and haa 
been Stuniping the diatrict and I learn that the Union cauae ia growing 
fatt in that part of the State I think there i* now at leaM no Sort of ex- 
CUM for ttmaving, the building! here are ample for a large family, 
watier good. . .-General Filet, SoMthtrn SuftrinttntUMcr, iSs^-iSdt, 
C1U9. 

The tequel thowed that Agent Elder waa right and Superintendent Coffin 
wrong about the tecutity of the region. OAn never reached Fort Smith at all 
and WBi aooD compelled to vacate the Indian Territoiy. Indian Office, Litltr 
Bo«k, no. £6, which coven the period from June, iSii m October, ilti, coo- 
laini learGely a letter to prove that the Indian Office waa in conimtmication 
with Indian Territory. Official cwmection with the country had been coot- 
plctely cut off. Militai; abandonment and dilatory officiali had done their 

>■* Official inatruction* were itiued tt» CtAo, then in Waahington, on the 
tundi, and gave him permiNion to change hii headtptartera at diaeretion. The 
following ia an excerpt of the inttructtooi: 

Vou having been appointed by the Preaident to be Superintendent of 
Indian ASain for the Southern Superintendency in place of Elias RtcUr, 
Eaq. . . You will repair to Fort Smith, Arkamai, ai early ai prac- 
ticable, for the purpoie of relieving Eliai Rtcler, Eaq. 

In your progrete from Indiana to Fort Smith, ihould you deem it ex- 
pedieiM and adviiable to past down the Kania* line and among the In- 
diana in that teetiott, you will make it your buuneM to inquire aa to their 
•enlimenti and dtipoMtion with reference to the prcKot diituibanccs in 
the neighboring conntries, to far aa time ai>d opportunity will enable 
you m do ao. On reaching Fort Smith you wilt alto inform younelf aa 
to the condition of Affaire theie and turrounding country, and at to the 
protpect of the buiineat of the Superintendency being carried on without 
molettation or other inamvenience, and ihould you find It neceiaaty 
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work. The Indians, meanwhile, were left to their own 
devices and were obliged to look out for their own de- 
fense as best they could. 

To all appearances neither the legislative action of 
the Chickasaws and of the Choctaws nor the work of the 
inter-tribal council was, at the time of occurrence, re- 
ported officially to the United States government or, if 
reported officially, then not pointedly so as to reveal its 
real bearings upon the case in hand. All the agents 
within Indian Territory were as usual southern mcn^ "* 
but may not have been directly responsible or even cog- 
nizant of this particular action of their charges. The 
records show that practically all of them, Cooper, Gar- 
rett, Cowart, Leeper, and Dorn, were absent"* from 
their posts, with or without leave, the first part of the 

frotD the circumatancM ibit may lurnHind you to remoTC the office of 
Superintendent from Fort Smith you ire authorixed to da wo, Klecting 
■ome eligible point in ttie proximate Indian Terrimry, or if required 
tome point northnardly among the Indian* in Kania* ai your bcM dia- 
cretioD may dictate. I truit b<mcver that tbi* diicrclioDBry autiiority 
may prove unneccMaiy and that in the legitimate diacharge of your du- 
Itea, you may auffer no interruption from any cause or nurce nhaterer. 
Id a report from thii Olfice of the 30th Ultimo, with reference to antici- 
pated Indian trouble* in your Superintendeacy cooacqucnt upmi the re- 
moval of the troop* from Fort Cobb, the attention of the Hon. Sterttmj 
of thr Interior wai called to the tubjcct, and the enquiry ai to the policy 
of the Government to keep in the country a tuScienI force for the pur- 
pote of proper protection; and further calling bis attendon to the nc- 
prcssion of friendship and loyalty made by the Choctaw and Chidtasaw 
delegatea lately in this City, recommended that a depot for arms be 
established within the Southern SuperintendecKy, in order that the In- 
diana there may be placed in possession of the means to defend diem- 
■elves against any attack. A* yet no reaponae to thia report baa hcen re- 
ceived. . . - Indian Office, Letter Boot, no^ 6j, pp. 441-443. 
II* Douglas H. Cooper, agent for the Choctaws and Chickasaws, waa from 
Missisuppi; William H. Garrett, agent for the Creeks, wa* from Alabama; 
Robert J. Cowart, agent for the Cherokee*, was from Georgia; Matthew 
Leeper, agent for the Indian* of the Leased District, was from Texas; and 
Andrew J. Dom, agent at the Neosho River Agency, was from Arkansas. 

■■^ Telegram, Greenwood to Rector, January 19, iS6i [Indian Office, Let- 
ttr Boot, no. 6$, p. 104.]. 
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new year and that every one of them became or was al- 
ready an active secessionist"' 

It has been authenticated and is well understood to- 
day that, as the Southern States, one by one, declared 
themselves out of the Union or were getting themselves 
into line for so doing, they prepared to further the cause 
of secession among their neighbors and, for the pur- 
pose, sent agents or commissioners to them, who organ- 
ized the movement very much as the Committees of 
Correspondence did a similar movement prior to the 
American Revolution. In short, in the spring of 1861, 
the seceding^states entered upon active proselytism and 
at least two of them extended their labors to aiid among 
the Indians. Those two were Texas and Arkansas. 
Missouri also worked with the same end in view, so 
did Colorado, but apparently not so much with the 
great tribes of Oklahoma as with the politically less 
important of Kansas. Colorado, it is true, did operate 
to some extent upon the Cherokees of the Outlet and 
upon the Wichitas, but mostly upon the Indians of the 
western plains. No one can deny that, in the intefests\ 
of the Confederate cause, the project of sending emis- \ 
saries even to the Indians was a wise measure or refuse \ 
to admit that the contrasting inactivity and positive in- 
difference of the North was foolhardy in the extreme. 
It indicated a self-complacency for which there was^no 
justification. More than that can with truth be said; 
for, from the standpoint of political wisdom and fore- 
sight, the inactivity where the Indians were concerned 
was conduct most reprehensible. 

'" For iDfonnatioo ibowing nhit IndiaD agents became idherenti of the 
ConfederiK oute, see, among other thing*, an extract friKn a report of Albert 
Pike to be fcMind in Indian OfEce, Letter Book, no. 130, pp. a}7-a]g ; and ■ let- 
ter from R. W. JohuoD to L. P. Wallnr, published in Offidal Recorji, fint 
•er., voL iii, 59!. 
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While Chickasaws and Choctaws, unsolicited,*" were 
expressing themselves, the secessionist sentiment was de- 

■^'Tbe evideoce on thi* point i* dm very cooTincing, cither one wiy or the 

otlier. A number of document* ini^t be cited beiring lome brief, vague, or 

iodeliQile Kfercuce to the ttept the iDdiam took froni dw bcgiiuing. The 

, cloung paragraph of the followmg report from £. H. Carruth, under date of 

■^ July II, tl6i, ii a typical caae: 

Su: 1 IcDow not that any petaon ha« given infonnttion to any of the 
United State* officer* io regard to the potitjon of the Indian Tribe* con- 
nected with the Southern Superintendency. 

I am jutt arrived from the Seminole Country where for a year I 
have been employed a* £illegible] to induce tlie Seminole* to ettablhh 
Mhoola. In Sept last the chief* applied to the Department to aet aaide 
$5000 for thia purpoae, but never heard from their application, and their 
Ag^ aoon became too deeply intereated in the politic* of the Country to 
pay imKh attention to the aSair* of the tribe. 

From the time the aeceiiioo movement began to ripen into treaaon, 
the Chief of the Seminole* ha* con*tantly aought information on the lub- 
jcct, and whenever I rec'd a mail lie would bring an Interpreter ft re- 
main with me until all had been read and explajited. 

After the Fort* we*t were taken poeieiaion of by the Texan*, the 
tribe* living under the protection of Government around Fort Cobb 
came into the Seminole Country, aecking the couiwel of the Seminole* aa 
to what they abould do, hoatili^ to die Teaan*, being with them itrcngtfa- 
eucd by the recollection of recent wrong*. The Scnnnole* gave them 
permittion to reatde on their land*, and adv)*ed them to interfere with 
neither party, abould both be repreaented In the country. 

The Texan oSicen aent aeveral letter* among Aem ft left Commi*- 
Nonert at Cobb M treat with them offering to them the *ame protection 
before enjoyed while the Government of the U. S. waa repreaented 
among them. A letter was ai*o lem to the Seminole* signed by Geo. 
W. Welch, "Capt-Commanding the Texan troopa in the aervice of the 
Southern ConfederaCT" which aaaerted that the Norlhtm people vatrt 
determined It bite meay their lands tf negroes, that the old Gov^ would 
never be able to fulfill her trea^ atipulatlon* and wound up by aaking 
(hem to place their interest* under the protection of the Southern Ctm- 
federaty. 

Very soon aferwards Capt- Albert G. Pike "CommiaalcHiec for the 
Confederate States of America" wrote to the Senunole Chief from the 
Creek Agency, aaking that he should meet him at that place with A^ ot 
hi* beat men fully authorized to treat with him. He abo asked for a 
body of Seminole warriors, ft prmnised a* "good perhaps better treaty" 
than their old one. Hi* letter waa badced up by tme from Washburn 
(formerly Seminole Ag*!) who gave a glowing description of treaion, 
representing to the Indian* that the U.S. could never pay one dollar of 
the minieys due them, that European Nations were committed to the 
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Tcloping rapidly in Texas. By the middle of February, 
conditions were such that steps might be taken to order 

cauM of die Rcbeb, and entreated, fttytA, almaat commanded them to 
lake tfae Mep to cnential to dieir political Mlratioa Thii Wathbiun 
had ooce been engaged in ■ moaejr tranuetioD widi two of the Chiefo 
wfakli nvindled die nation out of many thouund* of dolUn, and while 
they came near loaiog thiir hcadi in the opecatioii, he etcaped, & ttill 
enjoTt great peraonal popularity with die tribe. No man knowi better 
how to appioaeh Indiani. He wai born amooK them of miaaionaiy 
parcnta, k like all foutbcrn men, who regret their northern parentage, 
he i* the mcM rabid of rioleat traitor*. The day after tbcK letteri were 
icc'd tlic Chief (Jidm Jumper) ipcot at my hooae. He felt Hue to the 
tieatie*, k taid that all hi* pe^le were with tfae Gorenunent, but, the 
Fott* wcM were in poncMion of iti cnemiM^ their Agtnt would give 
them no infoimatioo on the subject, & he feared that hit countiy would 
be overran, if he did not yield. 

I told him plainly that Govemmeiit wm tbamefully mitreptetenttd, 
that the tmdet bound him to all die itatet alike, diat the U.S. could not 
fall witb all the Army It Navy at her diipotal, k that tbould the South 
ever nicceed in gaining her own independence die free Statea would 
fight dll not a man, woman or child wat left, befote yielding one inch 
of Tcrritoiy to the rebeli. The war being entered into not to miKh 
either for or againtt ilaveiy in the ttatea, at to protect the ConidtutioiMl 
rigfatt of Govemmeat in the Territoriet. The Chief txAA me that alt the 
full ladiani everywhere were with the Gov't, diat he did not with to 
fi^it, Dor did hit people, they had hoped to be left to tfaemaelvea untill 
die whitei Kttled their quarreb, hit people bad enough of war in Flor- 
ida, k were now amiout for peace. He would however go to the Creek 
Agfocj ft tell CapL Pike ft Ben McCntloch their detetminatioa. I be- 
lieve die objfect of Pike in drawing the Seminalet to die Credc country 
waa that he could Ihut bring Creek influence to bear upon them. When 
Pike's letter came, the Bearer tent word to the Chief to meet him ten 
nuiu below, where tbey were read, but diu caution did not keep them 
out of Hgfa^ at the Chief imoiedialely brought them to me, to whom at 
clerk ibqr tbould have come at fin^ but a "white man" wat declared to 
be the adviter of the Scmioole*, for whom a black jack limb would toon 
■uffioe. I knew it dangerout to await die arrival of my ranger fiiendt, 
ft with my wife I left on honcbadc, traveling in a Kicktpoo trail, com- 
ing in above the Creek country, at they had KCeded-l wat queetiooed 
a good deal in the Cherokee Naitoa, but not interfered with at I wat 
penonally acquainted with their leading half breedt, and my wife being 
fertunite enough to have • Virginia birth and a brother in Miitouri. 

When within a half hour't travel of tfae Neoeho River, roy that gun 
wat taken by a eotnpany of men, o^anized that day -tfae ad after Sey- 
monr wat killed-they taid "^ clean out Kanaat Jay hawkers." 

The influoice of Capi Pike the Rebel ComnuarioDer it second to do 
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the evacuation of the state by Federal troops. This was 
finally done under authority of the Comminee of Pub- 

nuu't amoag the Soathcni Indiuu k I fear that be may tuccccd in hi* 
intriguei with the other tribet, the Creek*, Cbiduawt, ft Choctana 
haviDg already gone. The Cberokeei ivfiue to go ai a Nadoo, ft no me 
ii a fiimrr friend to the Unioa than JiAn Roai, their Chief, but traieotB 
■re icbeiDinfc and the half breeda in favor of the Soutii, want an amqr 
w come in, in which event thcj promite to be "fotced in" to the Aim* 
of Jeff. Divi*, ft the telect crowd of traiton at Mo atgom eiy. 

There are maoy tme & loyal men even amoog the half breedi, toow 
of the Judgei of their courca I know to be m, while all the full blood 
element ii with the Gov't. 

The half breedi belong to the K. G. C. a aodety wboae aole object ii 
to incrcate fc defend ilavery and the full blood* have -Dot to be out- 
done -got up a aecret orgadzatiaD called the "pina" which meet* among 
mountain!, connecting butinni with Ball-playing, and thii u luider- 
Mood to be in favor of Gov't, at least when a half breed at Weber* 
falb raited a Mceauon Bag, the "pin*" turned out to haul it down ft 
were only atopped by a superior force, they retired swearing that "it 
ahnuld yet be done ft iia taiaer killed" and now Sir, let inc sty a word 
in behalf of the full Indian* who make up in devotioD to our Govt 
what they lack in knowledge. 

I sometimet bear rejmcing on the part of Northern people, that these 
tribe* are seceding, because they say *uch violation of their Ireatie* 
will lose ftem their land*, whose beauty ft fertflity have long been ad- 
mired by western farmers. I have been twelve years among tiiese 
-< tribes- ft I know the full bloods to be loyal to tbe Gov't That Govt 
i* bound 1^ treaties to protect these nations, to keep up Forts for that 
patpoae. Tbe fort* are deserted, the soldiers aiv gone. The Agents 
are either resigned or, working under "confederate" comminion*. The 
lodiao* are told that the old Govt i* bankrupt, that it mutt die, that 
England ft France will help the South, That dtey are southern Indian* 
ft own slaves, ft have interests only with ft in tbe south. That the war 
ia waged hf the North bn the sole purpa*e of killing elavery, ft steal- 
ing the Indian land* etc etc What have the litdian* with which to 
disprove this? The "Confederate" Gov't b represented there by an 
amqr ft Cefmnissionera, but the United Slate* have not been heard from 
for SIX months. Every battle is believed to be against the old Gov't 
ft those who control the news know in whit shape it should go to hare 
inflaence. The Seminole Agent, Col. Rutherford, has never lifted his 
finger to give information or advice to the Indians under hi* charge- 
He said before Mr. Lincoln took hi* seat as Preaident that he would not 
receive a reappcnntment from hira, but would serve until it should come, 
which mean* that hi* love of money would enable him to make an oc- 
casioiul visit to the Agen^ buildings, but hi* fear for ft sympathy widi 
Ark rebels, would keep him from doing anything to endanger tlteir 
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lie Safety*" and the general in command, D. E. Twiggs 
of Georgia, compliantly yielded. His small show of 
resistance seemed, under the circumstances, a mere pre- 
tense, although he had his reasons, and good ones too, 
perfectly satisfactory to himself, for doing what he did. 
Two main conditions were attached to the agreement of 
surrender;'" one, exacted by General Twiggs, to the 
effect that his men be allowed to retain their arms, com- 
missary stores, camp and garrison equipage, and the 
means of transportation; the other, exacted by the 
Texan commissioners, that the troops depart by way of 
the coast and not overland, as the United States War 
Department had designed when, a short time before, it 
had ordered a similar removal.**' The precaution of 

intenttt. A proper oSicei could have kept the Seminolci from Kading 
a delegadon to Capt. Pike, ai yitU m in the Creek country one could 
have kept the Creek* loyal. That there ha> been the moat culpahle neg- 
lect OD the part of it* officer* to the iDleretia of die Genl Gov't needs 
no demomtration-Tbe cry ha* been: "More farorahle tteatiet can now 
be made with the Soudi than after the war, at it will ahow that the 
Indiana are at heart with the South" - No doubt ii allowed to be felt 
M to the iwue of the war. The aKenti who hold Comminioai from 
Mr, Liocolo It go to Mont|;onury to have Jeff. Davia cndone them, 
abow a faidi io the iatue, that i* not loM upon the Indiao*. 

A Capt Brown of the Chickaiaw tribe wa* conunandiog at Ar- 
bucfcle, in the abieoce of Col. McKing who was at Tiihiiningo where 
die legiilature wa* in Mtaioo. He inforroed rae that the Texan* would 
not come over until the Choctaw* ie Chickaiaw* had givcD them to un- 
derKand that "it would be all right" - At the rime theae nation* did aot 
wiah to invite tbem, it would have been too palpable a violatioo of 
treatiea, tho' thiy took command of the Fort, whether under their oa- 
tional autboritiei, or the "CoDfederate" I do not know which. 

Letter* now in potaeeaion of d>e Seraloole Chief will prove much 
herein atated. I told the chief to preaerve dwae letter* b all olben 
which he mi^t receive of a like nature. , . - General Filoi Sotilkerm 
Saptriniendtnef, i8S9-t863, C1J4S. 
'"* Ofirial Rtrardi, firat acr., vol. i, jt). 
'** — Ihid., sis-5i<. 

I** The order wa* one of the maiqr, dictated bjr the policy of "do coennon," 
Aat inued in the laat days of Buchanan'a admioiatratioa and the Grat of Lin- 
cdn'*. A few of them, afhcdng or de»goed to affect the frondcr, may aa well 
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forcing a coastwise journey*** was taken by the Texan 
commissioners to consume time and to prevent the 
troops being retained in states or territories through 
which transit lay for possible future use against 
Texas. The easy compliance of General Twiggs"' 
undoubtedly merits some censure and yet was perfectly 
well justified to his own conscience by the exigencies of 
the situation and by the fact that he had repeatedly 
asked for orders as to what he should do in the event 
of an emergency and had received none. The circum- 
stance of his surrender and the resulting triumph of the 
secessionist element could not fail to have its effect upon 
the watchful Indians to whom the exhibition of present 
power was everything. 

That the Texan secessionists fully appreciated the 
strategic position of the Indian nations and the absolute 
necessity of making some sort of terms with, them was 
brought out by the action of the convention at its first 
session. An ordinance was passed "to secure the 
friendship and co-operation of the Choctaw, Cherokee, 
Chickasaw, Creek, and Seminole Nations of Indians;" 
and three men, James E. Harrison, James Bourland, and 
Charles A. Hamilton, were appointed as commis- 

be lifted in dironobgical order. On the thiiteeiMh oi Februity, in abto- 
dotunent of Fort Smith was ordered [OficitU Rteordi, fint ler., vol. i, C54]. 
The dtizen* proteKed and the order wai countertuaaded [ibid., 655]. On 
the fifteenth of the tame month, GeneTil Scott ordered, in the event of tecet- 
tioa, all United State* troopi from Texai, via Fort Belknap and the Indian 
countty, to Fort Leivenvrottb [ibid., 5S9]. Oo the eighteenth of March, a 
•imilar ibindaomeDt of Arkaniu and the Indian country wa« arranged for 
[ihid., S67]. 

^** O^cia! Records, fini ler., voL liii, mipplemen^ pp. 6a6, fiaS, 639. 

'■* General Tniggi wa* dien waiting to be relieved of bit command, hav- 
ing peraoaallj' re<]uetted to be relieved, hii senae of embamnment being strong 
and hia unnillingneN to take reapooiibility, extreme. Robert E. Lee, brevet 
coloiiel. Second United Statei Cavalry, wm idicved from duty in Texai and 
ordered to repair to Waihingtoa, by orden of February 4, 1S61 [Ofiaml 
Retards, fint ler., rot. i, jX]. 
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sioncrs^" "Ki proceed to said nations and invite their 

^* Caauniwioocn of tome Mn hid been Mnt to the IndiaiM ercn before 
thit. Ther do not teem to have been, in any kom, agcDti of Tezai, indeed, 
the one* panicularljr in miod were from AiIcmmm ; but TexH mwf hare takea 
her cue from their ■ppointment Thnr preKUce in the Indian oountry ii 
•uffidently itteslsd by the followiog correipondeDee; 

I hare been iofbimed today that penoo* purportiaK to act in die 
capacity of ConuniHimicrt are novr vititiag the Indian nadoni oa out 
fnmdcr- preparatory to fonnlng an alliance with them Ui fumiih them 
with anni and munitiran of war, in violatioQ of tubiiitioK tieatica and 
the lawi of the United State*. Occupriag the potidoa I do a* a Civil 
officer of the Government in ditcharge of my Awf as well at innruc- 
tiooi, It i* my duty to make inquit; and report tuch a ttate of facta at 
may eziat in relation to die tame. And having no authentic infotma- 
tkm in relation to thit matter odier than public nunor, I have believed 
it my duty to addrctt you knowing that if tuch project* are in enbiyo 
or coDiummttion that they cannot escape your vigilance; and that from 
you I ihill be informed of tbe lame, that, Aey may be communicated 
from a reliable official tource to tbe authoriiie* at Waihington for their 
actioo. - John B. Dcsen, United State* commiMioner, to J(^ Roe*, 
dated Van Buren, Febniaiy 15, 1S61 [Indian Office, General Filet, 
Chtr»kti, iSs9-i86s, Oja]. 

I have received your communicadoo of the 15th intt- Hating that 
you have been informed that peitoni purpordng to act in the capacity 
of comminioner* are now viaiting the Indian Nation* on the frontier 
preparatory to forming an alliance. . . 

It ta currendy lumored in the Country that Mr. R. J. Cowart-tbe 
U. S. Agent- it officially advocating the seceiuoa polity of the Southern 
State* and diat be it endeavoring to influence tbe Cherokee* to take 
*idc* and act in concert with the teceded Statn-At the tame time ut- 
tering wind* of denunciation againit all the diitinguithed Patriot* who 
arc aertiDg dieir effort*, to devite meaiurci of rccondliatimi in Con- 
gre*( a* well at thote in tbe Peace Convention at Watbington for the 
Preiervatioa of the Union. 

Mr. Cowart brought out with him fran the State of Georgia a man 
named - Solomon - wbo it a notoriout dnmken brawling ditunioniit. 
He it ttrolling about Tahlequah under the permitaion of the •ocallcd 
"U.S. Agent" - and ia creating itrifc k getting into difficuldet with 
cidnn* of the Natiwi-a perfect nuitaiKC to At peace and good order 

The conduct and general deportment of thit mai^ alto of die Agent 
btittg in direct violation of the lawt and Treatie* of the United State* - 
they ihould be remored out of the Cherckee Country. 

For further loformadon at to wich fact* relating m tbe nibjecia of 
your enquiry, I have to refer you at preteni to Mr. W. P. So** for what 
he may be in poaietiion of. . . - Jobn Ron to John B. Ogden, Fcbru- 
aiy il, 1I61 [Indian Office, General Files, Chtntktt, tSsp-iSds, Oji]. 
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prompt co-operation in the formation of a Southern ' 
Confederacy.""* 

Now before following these men in the execution of 
their mission, it may be advisable, for breadth of view, 
to illustrate how Texas still further made Indian rela- 
' tions an issue most prominent in all the earlier stages 
\oi her secession movement ; but at the very outset it must 
be admitted that, in so doing, she differentiated cace- 
fuUy between the civilized and the uncivilized tribes. 
Widi the one group she was ready to seek an alliance, 
offensive and defensive, but with the other to wage a 
relentless, exterminating war. The failure of the 
United States central government to protect her against 
the aggressions and the atrocities so-called of the wild 
tribes was cited by her as one principal justification for 
withdrawal from the Union,'*° her obvious purpose be- 
ing to gain thereby the adherence of the northern coun- 
ties, non-slaveholding but frontier. Almost conversely, 
on the other hand, Governor Houston gave as one good 
and sufficient reason for not withdrawing from the 
Union, the fear that should the Union be dissolved the 
wild tribes, who were now, in a measure, restrained 
from committing depredations and enormities by the 
very namre of their treaty guaranties, would be literally 
let loose upon Texas.'" As far as the civilized tribes i 
were concerned, however, all were of one mind and that / 
took the form of the conviction that so great was the,' , 
necessity of gaining and holding the confidence of th? ''/_ 
Indians, that Texas must not procrastinate in joining 

^** Ofieul Reeordt, fourth ler., v<A. \, 31s. 

M'Tconey, W. J. Militars and Navmt Hutcrj of the Rebrllion im Ibe 
VmUd SUUt, 1)4. 

'■> Letter to the Alabimi comminiooer, J. M. Calhoun, Januaiy 7, ilfii 
[pfUial Reterdt, fourth wr., voL i, 74]. 
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, '. her fortunes with those of her sister states in the Con- 
yJ f ederacY/f* 

''-^ James E. Harrison and his colleagues started out 
upon the performance of the duties assigned them, Feb- 
ruary 27, i86r. Their report'" of operations and of 
observations being somewhat difficult of access and its ' 
contents not easily summarized, is herewith appended. 
Its fullness of detail is especially to be commended. 

We . . . crossed Red River and entered the Chickasaw 
Nation about thirty miles southwest of Fort Washita; visited 
and held a private conference with His Excellency Governor C. 
Harris and other distinguished men of that nation, who fully 
appreciated our views and the object of our mission. They in- 
formed us that a convention of the Chickasaws and Choctaws 
was in a few days to convene at Boggy Depot, in the Choctaw 
Nation, to attend to some municipal arrangements. We, in 
company with Governor Harris and others, made our way to 
Bogs; Depot, conferring privately with the principal men cm 
our route. We arrived at Boggy Depot on the lOth day of 
March. Their omvention or council convened on the it th. 
Elected a president of the convention ( Ex-Governor Walker, of 
the Cboctaw Nation) ; adopted rules of decorum. On the I2th 
we were waiOd cm by a committee of the convention. Intro- 
duced as commis»oners frnn Texas, we presented our creden- 
tials and were invited to seats. The convention then a^:ed to 
hear us, when Mr. James E. Harrison addressed them and a 
crowded auditory upon the subject of our mission, setting forth 
the grounds of our conq>Iaint against the Government of the 
Uniod States, the wrongs we had suffered until our patience 
had become exhausted, endurance had ceased to be a virtue, our 
duty to ourselves and children demanded of us a disruption of 
the Government that had ceased to protea us or to regard our 
rights ; announced the severance of the old and the organization 
of a new Government of Confederate Sovereign States of the 
isi "Report of 1 Comniinec of tbt ConrciUioii, being an addreM to dw 
people of Texas, March 30^ it6i."~Ibid^ 199. 
'*■ Ofid^ Rteordi, ftnirtb Mr., vol. i, 331-315. 
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South, with a comnimi kindred, oimmon hopea, common interest, 
and a conunon destinj'; discussed the power of the new Govern- 
ment, its influence, and wealth; the interest the civilized red 
nun had in this new organization ; tendering them our warmest 
sympathy and regard, all of which met the cordial aiqirobation 
of the ctHivention. 

The CfaoctawB and Chickasaws arc entirely Southern and are 
determined to adhere to the fortunes of the South. They were 
embarrassed in their action by the absence of tbcir agents and 
cmwnissioncrs at Washington, the scat of Government of the 
Northern Crnifederacy, seeking a final settlement with that Gov- 
enimcnt. They have passed resolutions authorizing the raising 
of a minute company in each county in the two nations, to be 
drilled for actual service when necessary. Their convention 
was highly req>cctablc in numbers and intelligence, and the busi- 
ness of the conventifHi was dispatched with such admirable de- 
corum and promptness as is rarely met with in similar delibcra- 
tive bodies within the States. 

On the morning of the 13th, hearing that the Creeks (or 
Maskokys) and Cherokees were in council at the Creek agency, 
on the Arkansas River, 140 miles distant, we immediately set 
out for that point, hoping to reach them before their adjourn- 
ment. In this wc were disappointed. They had adjourned 
two days before our arrival. We reached that point on Satur- 
day evening. On Sunday morning, bearing that there was a 
religious meeting five miles north of the Arkansas River, in the 
Creek Nation, Mr. James £. Harrison attended, which proved 
to be of the utmost importance to our mission. The Reverend 
Mr. H. S. Buckner was present, with Chilly Mcintosh, D. N. 
Mcintosh, Judge Marshall, and others, examining a translation 
of a portiim of the Scriptures, hymn book, and Greek grammar 
by Mr. Buckner into the Creek language. Mr. Buckner 
showed us great kindness, and did us eminent service, as did also 
Elder Vandiven, at whose house we spent the night and portion 
of the next day with these gentlemen of the Creek Nation, and 
through them succeeded in having a convention of the five 
nations called by Governor Motey Kinnaird, of the Creeb, to 
meet at North Fork (Cre^ Nation) on the 8th of ^ril. 

In the intermediate time we visited the Cherokee Nation, 
calling on their principal men and citizens, conversing with 
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Aem freely until we reached Tahlcquah, the seat of govenunent. 
Near diis place Mr, John Ross resides, the Governor of the 
nation. We called on him officially. We were not unex- 
pected, and were received with courtesy, but not with cordiality. . 
A long conference was had with him, conducted by Mr. Har- 
natm on the part of the commissioners, without, we fear, any 
good result. He was very diplomatic and cautious. His posi- 
tion is the same as that held by Mr. Lincoln in his inaugural; 
declares the Union not dissolved ; ignores the Southern Govern- 
ment. The intelligence of the nation is not with him. Four- 
lifths, at least, are against his views, as we learned from observa- 
tion and good authorities. He, as we teamed, had been urged 
by his people to call a council of the nation (he having the only 
constitutional authority to do so), to take into consideration the 
embarrassed condition of political affairs in the States, and to 
give some expression of their sentiments and sympathies. This 
he has persistently refused to do. His position in this is diat of 
Sam. Houston in Texas, and in all probability will share the 
same fate, if not a worse one. His people are already of^ressed 
by a Northern population letting a portion of territory pur- 
chased by them frmn the United States, to the exclusion of , 
natives, and we are creditably informed that die Governors of 
some two or more of the Western free-soil States have recom- ' 
mended their people emigrating to settle the Cherokee country. 
It is due Mr. John Ross, in this connection, to say that during 
our conference with him he frequently avowed his sympathy for 
the South, and that, if Virginia and the other Border States 
seceded from the Government of the United States, his people 
would declare for the Southern Government that might be 
formed. The fact is not to be denied or disguised that among 

^ the common Indians of the Cherokees there exists a considerable 
' ./, abolition influence, created and sustained by one Jones, a North- 

'' em missionary of education and ability, who has been among 
them for many years, and who is said to exert no small influence 
with John Ross himself. 

From Tahlequah we returned to the Creek Nation, and had 
great satisfaction in visiting their principal men — the Mcln- 
toshcs, Stidhams, Smiths, Vanns, Rosses, Marshalls, and others 
> mention. Heavy falls of rain occurred about 
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the time the convention was to meet at Nortli Fork, which pre- 
vented the Chtckasaws and Chocuws from attending the coun- 
cil, the rivers and creeks being all full and impassable. Tlie 
Creeks, Cherokees, Seminolcs, Qu^a, and Socks (the three lat- 
ter dependencies of the Creeks) met <»i the 8th of April. After 
they had organized by calling Motey Kinnaird, the Governor 
of the Creeks, to the chair, a committee was appointed to wait 
on the commissioners present, James E. Harrison and Capt. 
C. A. Hamilton, and invite them to appear in the conventiwi, 
when, by invitation, Mr. Harrison addressed the convention in 
a speech of two hours. Our views were cordially received by 
the convention. The Creeks are Southern and sound to a man, 
and when desired will show their devotion to our cause by acts. 
They meet in council <hi the tst of May, when they will prob- 
ably send delegates to Montgomery to arrange with the SoutJi- 
em Government. 

These nations arc in a rapid state of improvement. The 
chase is no longer resorted to as means of subsistence, only as an 
occanonal recrcati<Hi. They are pursuing with good success 
agriculture and stock raising. Their houses are well built and 
comfortable, some of thcra costly. Their farms are well 
planned and gome of them extensive and all well cultivated. 
They arc well supplied with schools of learning, extensively 
patronized. They have many churches and a large membership 
of tooral, pious deportment. They feel themselves to be in an 
exposed, embarrassed ouidition. They are occupying a country 
well suited to them, well watered, and fertile, with extensive 
fields of the very best mineral coal, fine salt springs and wells, 
with plenty of good timber, water powers which they are using 
to an advantage. Pure slate, granite, sandstone, blue limestone, 
and marble arc found in abundance. All this they regard as 
1 inviting Northern agression, and they are without arms, to any 
extent, or munitions of war. Tliey declare themselves Soudi- 
' erners t^ geographical position, by a common interest, by their 
social system, and by blood, for they are rapidly beoMning a 
nation of whites. They have written constitutions, laws, etc., 
modeled after those of the Southern States. We recommend 
them to the fostering care of the South, and that treaty arrange- 
ments be entered into with them as soon as possible. They can 
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ruse 20,000 good fighting men, lesving enough at borne to at- 
tend to domestic affairs, and under the direction of an officer 
from the Southern Government would deal destruction to an 
approaching army from that direction, and in the language of 
one of their principal men : 

"Lincoln may haul his big guns about our prairies in the day- 
time, but we will swocq> down upon htm at night from our 
mountains and forests, dealing death and destruction to his 
army." 

No delay should be permitted in this directiwi. They can- 
not declare dicmselves until they are placed in a defensible posi- 
tion. The Administration of the North is concentrating his 
forces at Fort Washita, about twenty-four miles from the Texas 
line, and within die limits of the Chickasaw Nation. This fort 
could easily be taken by a force of 300 or 300 good men, and it 
is submitted as to whether in the present state of affairs a for- 
eign government should be permitted to accumulate a Urge 
force on the borders of our country, especially a portion con- 
taining a laige number of disaffected citizens who repudiate 
the action of the State. 

In thb connection it may not be improper to state that from 
North Fork to Red River we met over 120 wagons, movers 
from ttiiai to Kansas and other free States. These people are 
from Grayton, Collin, Johnson, and Denton, a country beau- 
tiful in appearance, rich in soil, genial in climate, and inferior 
to none in its capacity for the production of the cereals and 
stock. In disguise, we conversed with them freely. They had 
proposed by the ballot box to aboliti<Hiize at least that portion 
of the State. Failing in this, we suppose at least 300 voters 
have returned whence they came. 

All of which is respectfully submitted this Apnl 23, 
1861. . . 

Presumably, the suggestions, contained in the closing 
paragraphs of the commissioners' report, in so far as 
they concerned Texas, were immediately acted upon 
by her. It was very true, as the commissioners had 
reported, that a change was taking place in the dispo- 
sition of Federal troops within the Indian country. ■ 
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About the middle of February, a complaint"* had been 
filed at the Indian Office by the Wichita agent, Mat- 
thew Lecper, to the effect that men, claiming to be 
Choctaws and Chickasaws, were trespassing upon the 
Leased District. The Reserve Indians asked for relief 
aiid protection at the hands of their guardian, the 
United States government. Shortly afterwards, per- 
haps in a measure in response to the appeal or more 
likely, to a hint that everything was not quite as it 
should be on the Texan border, Colonel William H. 
Emory, First United Statps Cavalry, was ordered, 
March 13,"* to take post at Fort Cobb. He was then 
in Washington and, immediately upon his departure 
thence, was ordered, March 18,'** to form his regiment 
at Fort Washita instead, word having come from the 
commander at that post,'" in a report of the third in- 
stant, of a threatened attack by Texans. In explanation 
of a policy so vacillating, Emory was given to under- 
stand that the change of destination was really made at 
the solicitation of the agent and delegation of the Chick- 
asaws. Those men were in Washington, out of reach 
of and apparently out of sympathy with, the events 
transpiring at home. Agent Cooper, secessionist 
though he was, probably did not altogether approve of 
the interference of the Texans. At any rate, he shared 
the representations of the Chickasaw delegation that 
Fort Washita stood in need of reenforcement,"' and 
the War Department acceded to their request on the 
ground that, "The interests of the United States are 

***LM]>eT ID GreeDwoad, Febniary u, iS&t [GcDenl Filci, WiehUa, 
i86o-iS6i, L373]. 

■■« Ofieidl Rtetrds, fint wr., roL i, 656. 

iii — nid^ 6(0, 
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paramount to those of the friendly Indians on the reser- 
vation near Fort Cobb."'" 

Emory's orders further comprehended a concentra- 
tion of all the troops at Fort Washita that were then 
at that place and at Forts Cobb and Arbuckle;**" but 
the orders were discretionary in their nature and per- 
mitted his leaving a small force at the more northern 
posts should circumstances warrant or demand it. On 
the nineteenth, General Scott had had a conference 
with Senator Charles B. Mitchell of Arkansas and, in 
deference to Mitchell's opinion, still further modified 
his orders to Emory so that, while leaving him the bulk 
of his discretionary power, he recommended that, if 
advisable, Emory retain one company at Fort Cobb.'" 
In any event, one company of infantry was to move in 
advance from Fort Arbuckle to Fort Washita.'" 

Up to the twenty-fourth of March, at which time he 
left Memphis, Colonel Emory made pretty good time 
in his attempt to reach his destination; but from Mem- 
phis on his movements were unavoidably and consider- 
ably hampered. Low water in the Arkansas detained 
him for several days so that he deemed it prudent to 
send his orders on ahead to the commanding officer at 
Fort Arbuckle "to commence the movement upon Fort 
Washita, and, in the event of the latter place being 
threatened, to march to its support with his whole 
force.""* On reaching Fort Smith, Emory found that 
matters had come to a crisis in Arkansas and, touching 

'*■ Official Records, fint Mr., toL i, 65^. 

i^ The Indiaii Office protetted against a rcductioo of the fort* bccauie of 
treaty guarantic* to the Indian! [Dole to Smith, April %o, \%6\, Indian Office, 
Rrpurl Bo«k, do. 11, p. 151]. 

)*i Townaend to Emoiy, Maicfa 31, tS6i ^Official Rtcorjj, firat Kr., vcd. 
i, £{9]. 

"* Same to tame, itid^ 660. 

>** Emoiy to Tonntcnd, April 1, iSSi [iiiJ., t6o]. 
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the disposition of his force and the objects of his mis- 
sion, allowed himself to be unduly influenced in his 
judgment by men of local predilections."* It was upon 
their advice and upon the urgent pleadings of Matthew 
Leeper,"* Indian agent on the Leased District, that he 
exercised his discretionary power as to the disposal of 
troops, without listening to his military subordinates'" 
or having viewed the locality for himself. In the in- 
terests of these local petitioners,"^ he even enlarged 
upon Mitchell's recommendation and concluded to 
leave two companies at Fort Cobb as one was deemed 
altogether inadequate to the protection of so isolated 

^** At the time, whett it was intended to remove all the troop* from Fort 
Cobb for purpoMt of concentration farther Mxith and nearer to the Mtura of 
danger, iDttiucliont were inued tb*( the Reaerve Indian^ whote peculiar 
protection Fort Cobb naa, might remove vrithin die limits of Fort Waihita; 
but the Choctam and the Chid^iiim objected and, in deference to their vruhet, 
Emoiy luipended the permiHion [Ofdal Reivrdt, firtt icr., vd. 1, 66'i\, hi* 
cxcuie being that Fort Cobb nai not to be abuidoaed anyv* ly. Tiie coMract- 
ora, Johiuon and Grimes, nhom SuperintendetK Rector had lo much favored, 
had a good deal n do with the forming of diii decitton. They txM Emoty 
that the Reaerve Indiana were not free to move; for they bad oo meaiw and 
that they were "hutted and pUnling at Fort Cobb." Quite naturally die food 
cootraoor* did not wi>h the Indian* to be taken out of their reach within die 
liroita of a military reKrvation. 

^** Matthew Lccper wa» very inaittcnt He not only wrote letleri to Emory 
arguing hit cate but travelled from hit agency to Fort Smith to interview him. 

"* Emoiy refuted to grant the appeal of Major Sackett and Captain Prinu 
not to abandMi Fort Arbuchle [Offeial Remrdi, lirtt ter., vol. i, «6£]. 

"'Tbla circunutance ought not, however, to be cited to the prejudice of 
Colonel Emory; for it wat while he wet yet at Fort Smith diat he mantfeated 
aome of the qiirit that inapircd Robert E. Lee, who, by the way, w>« in com- 
mand of the ind regiment of United State* cavalry and had been ttarioned, 
like Emory, in Tesat, and who, whether he believed in the doctrine of lecct- 
lioa or not, pu^ a* many another hi^-minded Southerner did, the ttate before 
the nation in matteri of pride, of illegiance, and of penonal honor. Such men 
■• Lee belonged to quite another clai* from what die aelf-ieeking politiciana 
did wbo^ in iaolitcd case* at leatt, engiDMred the accctaion movement from 
hope of gain. Many of the Indian agenta and cmplt^ee* belonged to thii 
litter data. Emory wat unlike Lee in die final retult; for he did not uld- 
mately conclude to go with hii *tate. It wa* he who later 1 
a Union brigadier-general, the defences of New Orleana. 
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a post. It never seems to have occurred to him that the 
attack would have to come from the south, from the 
direction of Fort Washita, and that a force large 
enough to be efficient at either Fort Washita or Fort 
Arbucklc would necessarily protect Fort Cobb and the 
Indians of the Leased District. 

The position of the Indians in the Leased District 
was serious in the extreme. They lived in mortal 
terror of the Texans and their agent, the man placed 
over them by the United States government, was now 
an avowed secessionist. He was a Texan and declared, 
as so many another southerner did from General Lee 
down, that honor and loyalty compelled him to go with 
his state. In February, he had been in Washington 
City, settling his accounts with .the government and 
estimating for the next two quarters in accordance with 
the rulings and established usage of the Indian Office. 
On his way west and back to his agency, he was waylaid 
by a man of the name of "Burrow," very probably 
Colonel N. B. Burrow, acting under authority from 
the state of Arkansas, who despoiled him of part of his 
travelling equipment and then suffered him to go on 
his way.*** Leepcr reached his agency to find the In- 
dians greatly excited. He endeavored to allay their 
fears, assuring them that the Texans would do them no 
harm. Soon, however, came his own defection and he 
thenceforward made use of every means, either to make 
the way easy for the Texans or to induce the Indians to 
side with them against the United States. 

While Emory was dilly-dallying at Fort Smith, the 
Texans made their preparations'" for invading the In- 

*" See Appendix B, Lttptr Faptn. 

i« Vei; MTI7, u ha* alreadj been commented upon, the TezuM betbought 
tbem of Mcuring the Indiui alliiDce. Additioa*! erideoce U to be fouod in 
mch a requcM ai Henry E. McCuITacli made of Secretary Walker, on the occa* 
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dian country and a regiment of volunteers under Will- 
iam C. Young, once a planter of Braganza County and 
now state regimental colonel, moved towards the Red 
River. There is something to show that they came at 
the veiled invitation ^ of the Indians. At any rate they 
seem to have felt pretty sure of a welcome "* and were 
close at hand when Colonel Emory reached Fort 
Washita. He reached Fort Washita to find that the 
concentration of troops, even of such as his ill-advised 
orders would permit, had not yet fully taken place, that 
his supplies had been seized by the Texans, and that a 
general attack by them upon the poorly fortified posts 

•ion of his brother Ben's htTing passed over to him the diarge origioall)' con- 
ferred upon binwelf of TBiting a rc^meiit of mounted troops for the defence 
of the fnmder. Heiuy E. McCutloch requested Secretary Walker to permit bim 
T» use tanm of the friendly Indiau in die Indian Tcrritoiy, if I can 
procure th«r terriccs, in my tcoutiDg parties and expeditions against 
the boMile Indiuu- llieae people can be made of great service to ut, 
and can be used without any great expense to the Goremment. - OffieuU 
RtetrJi, first ler., vot. i, 6iS. 
"0 Letter of Carnith, July ii, iS6i. 

>*> A* proof that the Tsans regarded the Choctam and the Chidtasaifi 
as friends, the two following letters may be died: 

A letter from John Hemphill and W. S. Oldham, two of the repreaen- 
tativet from Texas in the Prorisional Congms, to Secretary Walker, March 
JO, iltii, outlining a scheme of defence for Texas in which the admission was 
made that, from tbe Muihwett comer of Arkansas to Preston on the Red 
River, Texas needed no defense as her neighbors on that side were, "tbe 
highly-ciTilized and agricultural tribes of Choctawa and Cbidasaws, who are 
in frienddiip with Texas and dw Caofederate States." - Ojffia/ Rttardt, first 
ser., vtri. i, 619. 

A letter from E. Kitby Smith, major. Artillery, Confederate States of 
America, to Walker, April ao, 1S61, Id die effect that, 

In ccmsideriog the defense of the line of the western fronrier of 
Tetaa our relations with the dTiliied Indians north of Red River are 
of die atnwst importance. Numbering some eight thousand rifles, they 
fonn ■ strong barrier on die north, forcing the line of opentioiis of an 
Invading army westward into a te^on impracticable to the passage of 
large bodies of tttnps. Regarding them as our allies, which their nat- 
ural affinities make tbem, the line of tbe western frontier reduces itself to 
the cotintty between the Rio Grande and Red River. - 0;^ri«/ Rtnrdi, 
first ser., vol. i, fiat. 
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was to be hourly expected. Emory, thereupon, re- 
solved to withdraw from Fort Washita towards Ar- 
buckle and Cobb. The day after he did so, April i6. 
Young's troops entered in force. Emory hurried for- 
ward to strengthen Fort Cobb and, indeed, to relieve 
it, taking, in his progress, the open prairie road that his 
cavalry might be more available. On the way,'" he 
was joined by United States troops from Fort Arbuckle, 
the Texans in close pursuit. Fort Arbuckle was occu- 
pied by them in turn and then Fort Cobb, Emory never 
so much as attempting to enter the place; for he 
found its garrison in flight to the northeast. Fugitives 
all together, the Federal troops, piloted by a Delaware 
Indian, Black Beaver,'** hurried onwards towards Fort 
Leavenworth. They seem to have made no lengthy 
stop until they were safe across the Arkansas River'** 

>*' Between Port Waahlta and Fort AriMidle, Colonel Efnory nu over- 
taken bj William W. Aveiell, ■ecood lieutenint. Regiment Mounted Rifles 
nidi additioaal de*patcfaei from Towniend, ofxlering him, upon dieir iccript, 
unmediatel]' to repair to Fort Leavenworth, "with all the troop* in the Indian 
Goumry west of Arkaniai" [ibid., 6(7]. Lieutenant Averell'* own account of 
hii experiencci on the jouniey between Washington Cily and Fort Washita, 
the bardibip*, diScultiei^ and delay*, alio the frenzied excitement of the Ai- 
kania* people over ilie proapect of KCeMion, formi an intereeting narrative 
[ibid., vol. liii, lupplement, 488, 49J-496]. 

1" Blad Beaver had eerved creditably a* United Statet interpreter for the 
Wichita* and recendy Leeper had turned to him for help in allaying their 
feai* [Leeper to Rector, dated Wichita Agency, March at, tSti, Lttfrr 
Paperi'], For lervicea rendered on this expedition iwrthward to Fort Leaveo- 
woith [Letter of W. 8. Robertnn, September jo, tS6i, General Files, Saufhtm 
Saterinlendtnef, l8S9-i86», R161;], Blail Beaver brought a clabn against 
the United States [E. S. Parker to J. D. Cox, July i, 1S69, Indian Office, 
Rtfwt B»ok, na iS, pp. 417-418 ; and *ame to same, April 15, 1870^ ibid., no. 
■9, p. 311]. Evidendy Bladt Beaver served also in the Mexican War. He 
was then head of a company of mounted volunteer*, Shawnee* and Delaware* 
[George W. Manypenny to Drew, August 8, i8s43i which had been called and 
mustered into the service by Harniy [F. Clayton, and auditor, to A. K. Par- 
ris, and comptroller, October iti, 1850]. 

"* Enwty to Townaend, May 19, 1861 [O0ieial Reeardt, first ser., voL 
i,<4«]- 
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and their flight may well be said to have been a precip- 
itous one. Behind them, at Fort Arbuckle, Colonel 
Young took possession of abandoned property and 
placed it in the care of the Chickasaw Indians,"* who 
had materially aided him in his attack. His next move 
was to negotiate,'** unauthoritatively, a treaty with the 
Reserve Indians, gaining the promise of their alliance 
upon the understanding that the Confederacy, in return, 
would feed and protect them. Fort Cobb was rifled 
and the Indians made rich, in their own estimation, 
with booty.'** Colonel Young seems then to have 
drawn back towards the Red River; but for several 
months he continued to occupy with his forces,"* under 
the authority of Texas and with the consent of the 
Chickasaw Indians, the three frontier posts that Emory 
had been instructed to guard ; viz., Forts Washita, Ar- 
buckle, and Cobb. 

If Texas took time by the forelock in her anxiety to 
secure the Indian country and its inhabitants, Arkansas, 
most certainly did the same; and, in the undertaking, 
various things told to her advantage, among which, not 
the least important was the close family relationship 
existing between her secessionist governor, Henry M. 

>'■ Captain S. T. Benniog to Walker, May 14, il6i I0$cial Rteardi, fint 

•er., voL i, 653.] 
tw — tbid. 

*" Lccper Vt Rector, Jaoutty 13, 1S63 [Ltrptr Paperr], 
*"A DMe, communicated b; X B. Debray, lide-de-canip to the Governor 

of Texaa, to Walker and dated, RidiDioDd, Auguit at, i>6i, layt. 

The gOTcmor of Texat being conviiiced diat the iiHecrity of the toil 
of Tcxaa grcatty depcDdt upoa the tucceet of the Southern came in Mb- 
aouri, and movti by an appeal to the people of ArfcansM and Texai 
(publithed at the bcKinning of July by General Beo. McCdIoch) oi^ 
dered 00 the 35ih ultimo the raiting and conccntrition on Red RItct of 
3,000 mounted men, bewdei the regiment commanded by Col. W. C 
Young, nhich hai been occupying for aeveral HMOtfa* Fort* Atbudle, 
CM), and Waihita, under authority of Taa*, and at the requett of the. 
ChidtcMw IndiaiM. - Ofidat Retordt, firM ter., toI. iv, 9S. 



Digitized by Google 



Indian Territory, Texas, and Arkansas 103 

Rector, and the southern superintendent^ They were 
cousins and, tb'all appearances, the best of friends. It 
is doubtful if in any state the executive authority there- 
of worked more energetically for secession or with 
greater consistency and promptitude than in Arkansas. 
Governor Rector had been elected, in the autumn of 
i860, by the Democrats and old-line Whigs. He be- 
longed to a numerous and most influential family, land- 
surveyors most of them, seemingly by inheritance, and, 
although from northern or border states originally, 
strongly committed to the doctrine of state sovereignty. 
The family connections were also powerful socially and 
politically. The gubernatorial inauguration came in 
November, i860, and from that moment Henry M. 
Rector and his host of relations and friends worked for 
secession. 

At the outset^ Governor. Rector. ideiitifieiihe, Indian 
interests with those of . Arkansas. Even in his mes- 
sage"* of December 11, i860 he gave it as his opinion 
that the two communities must together take measures 
to prevent anti-slavery migration. It was rather late 
in the day, however, to intimate that men of abolitionist 
sentiments must not be allowed to cross the line, and a 
man of the political acumen of Henry M. Rector must 
have known it Immediately after the general election 
there were evidences of great excitement In Arkansas 
and, when news'" came that the disused arsenal at 
Little Rock was to be occupied by artillery under Cap- 
tain James Totten from Fort Leavenworth, it broke out 
into expressions of public dissent. Little Rock was 
scarcely less radical and secessionist in its views than 
was Fort Smith and Fort Smith was regarded as a 
regular hot-bed of sectionalism. The legislature, too, 

"* House Journal, Aikuiai, litii, p. 304. 
!•* ConftJtratf Military Hittary, vol. x, 4. 
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was filled with state-rights advocates and some of the 
actions taken there were almost revolutionary in their 
trend. With the new year came new alarms and false 
reports of what was to be. Harrell records "* that the 
first message over the newly completed telegraph line 
between Memphis and Little Rock was a repetition of 
the rumor, quite without foundation, that Major Emory 
had been ordered from Fort Gibson to reinforce Totten 
at Little Rock, and that the effect upon Helena was 
electrical. It is no wonder that the newspapers and 
personal communications'" of the time showed great 

■*' Ctnftdrrai* MUiUrj Hulvrj, vol. s, 7. 

■*'Two IcRen Eound anHM^ the F«rl Smiti Paftrt may icrve, ia a meu- 
vn. to illiutrate dw pcnnt: . » . . 

LrtTLa Rock, Akks, Jrd' 6, iS6i. 

Dr Thao: I received your letter a few days ago ... I am 
thankful diat there are a few righteoui men left and pirticularlj grali- 
6td that you and Htvxy Lenia are true and faitbftil to the South. 

I will endeavor to keep jva poated to that you may hold your own 
widi the Uoioo tarert — in lober truth the quntion 11 not whether the 
CnioB ought or can be aayed but whether Arkauii shall go with the 
North or adhere to the South. Neither Fiihback or anybody can pre- 
icrve the Uokm - it now hecoom us as wise men to put our house in 
order for the impending crisis. I wrote to Porter last night -the Sen- 
ate have not passed the Convention bill and will not in anything like a 
right shape. . . Bin T. Du Val. 

[Addressed to Capt. M. T. Tatum, Greenwood, Aiks.]. 

Lnru Rock Ark, January 7lh iSSi. 

Dear Thad. I enclose you a copy of the printed bill now before 
our House to arm and equip (he Militia of this State and to appropriate 
100^000$ for that purpose. . . We have passed a hill through the 
House appropriating five hundred dollars to Porter to cover his toswi 
to aome estent in money which he hit paid out in recoverinE fugitives, 
it ougjit to hive been a good deal more, but I never worked harder for 
anything in my life to get whit we did. I think it will past the Sen- 
ate. The news from South Carolina indicate a Tea party at Charleston 
before many days. From the general signs of the times I think a Com- 
promise will be effect between the North and the South and the Utdw 
$»vtd. The Convention bill has not passed the Senate yet but will in 
a few days I think. Give my respects to the boys generally Your obi 
Sem John T. LoNnoN 

[Addressed to CapL M. T. Tatum, Greenwood, Sebastian County, 
Aikansaa.] 
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intensity of feeling and a tendency to ring the changes 
on a single theme. 

The public indignation following the receipt of the 
unsubstantiated rumor that Totten was to be reenforced 
seems to have compelled the action of Governor Rector 
in taking possession,"* on February eighth, in the name 
of the state of Arkansas, of the United States arsenal at 

"* Ad iDttrctdng «ene* of tttenruui hu ■ beiriog upoo that creot 

Fcbiuiry i, it£i. 
J. J. GuBM, WiLUAU WALnt, Van Buren, Ark.: 

Not pamUt to leave here. Southern caafedcrac^ certain. Aricaneaa 
muM lave her cfaildrea Iqr joiaing iL Write by miil to-day. 

JoHMKN and HitTDMAM 
Ofidtd Rteoris, lirM ter^ vol. lii!, (upplement, tit?. 

Washimcton, Pebniary 7, it6i. 
John Pops, Esq^ Little Rock, Ark.: 

For God'* take do not complicate mattcn by an aiia^ It will be 
premature and do incakutable iojuty. We cannot juitify it The 
reatoM that exitied eliewhere for aeiiure do not exiit with ua. 

ALBBKT PIO, R. W. JtHIIIlOM. 

— Jhid., VOL i, Ua. 

U. S. SiMATi, WAUftMCTOM, February 7, iltii. 
Hu EzciLLENcir H. M, RiCTOit, Little Rock, Aric: 

The inotivet which impelled capture of forti in other State* do not 
exitt in oura. It ii all pivmature. We tmploie you prevent txoA on 
Bcwnal if Totten retiata, R. W. Johnson, W. K. SnAvruM. 

— Ibid^ tSi. 

WASHiMcnni, February 7, iSti. 
R. H. JoHHiON, jAMBi B. JoHNWH, Little Rode: 

Southern State* which captured fort* were in the act of aeceding, 
were threatened with troop*, and their port* and cooimercc endangered. 
Not *o with u*. If Totten reciit*, for God'* *ake deliberate and go 
itop the aaaanlt. R- W. JoHmoH. 

— Ibid., 6li-M». 

WAiaiHcroH. Pebraaty 7, iS6i. 
GovoLNM Ricnw, Little Rock, Ark.: 

For God's *ake allow do attack to be made 00 Fort Totten. 

A. RuiT. 

— Ibid., vol. liil, lupplement, 617. 

February 7, iHi. 
E. BuicaviN, Little Roci-. 

For God'* *ake do not attack the arsenal. It can do no good and 
will be productive of great harm. C B. Johmon. 

— Ibid. 
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Little Rock; but, as a matter of fact, Rector needed only 
an excuse, and a very slight one at that, for doing more 
than he had already done to prove his sectional bias. 
Nor had he forgotten or neglected the Indians. In- 
deed, never at any time did he leave a single stone un- 
turned in his search for inside and outside support; and, 
notwithstanding the fact that the Arkansas Ordinance 
of Secession was not passed until the sixth of May, 
Governor Rector conducted himself, for months before 
that, as though the state were a bona fide member of 
the Confederacy. In all his audacious venturings, pro- 
posals, and acts, he had the full and unquestioning 
support, not only of his cousin, Elias Rector,'** in whose 
honor Albert Pike had written the well-known par- 

LriTLE Rock, February S, ig«i. 

C. B. JouN»H, Wuhington : 

Spcke too lite, like Iriibnian nho twallowed egg. Arten«1 Id li*adt 

tA Goreraor. Eduund Buiuvin. 

Oficial KrrarJi, firK aer., vol. liii, lupplcment, 617. 

"nt aenden and recipieiUa of the telegraphic diapitcbet were, with ooe 
or ttro excepttMi*, all relatirci of each other, and all in public life. Robert 
Ward Joktaoa and William K. Sebaitian were, at the rime, United States wta- 
non front Arkinaat; Thomai C. Hindman and Albert Ruai were Arkanaaa 
repreaentativet in CoDgrew; Albert Pike wat in Wathingsm, protecuting the 
Choctaw Indian claim; Edmund Burgevin waa the attorney-general of Ar- 
kanaaa and a brother' in-law of Governor Rector; Richard H. Jofanaon and 
Jainca Jobnaon were brother* of Robert W. Johnaou, the former being proprie- 
tor and editor of the Little Rotk Demoerat md the latter, in future jear^ a 
oolooel in the Confederate army. In tl6l, R. W. Jobnaon moved to Wadi' 
tngmi Citf and became the law partner of Albert Pike. [Aiianaaa Hii- 
torical Aaaociation, PublUatietu, toI. ii, a6g.] Hindman wa* the man who 
Mieered at die precautioni taken to iniure Preaident-elect Lincoln'! aafety 
[Stanwood, HUlory of PrtsiJtnHal EUctiont, ijs]. Sebaitian waa expelled 
fnm the Seiute becauae of bia aouthern aympatbie*; but, ai he really took no 
BCtiTe part in the Confederate mavementa, the rcaohitioD of expuliion waa 
rescinded in 1878. 

■** It would be intereating to know whether Eliai Rector had a* yet for- 
mulated any auch plan for penonal aggrandizement auch aa muat have been 
in hit mind when be wrote the letter to Douglaa H. Cooper that called forth 
from Cooper the following rcapMise: 
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ody'" on "The Old Scottish Gentlemen ;'"*• but of the 
leading citizens of Fort Smith and Little Rock, partic- 

Private is Confidential 

Ctfr POKT Shtth Mij ist iKi. 

Majok Elias RiCToa 

Dr. Sir; I hive concluded Ca act upoa the wiKgcition yourt of the 

aStb Ultimo cootaiiw. 

If HC waric this thing ihrendly vte cao make a fortune each, Mtiify 

the Indiani, itand fair before the Nojth, and revel in tbe umvareriag 

coiddeace of our Sautheiu Confederacy. 

My thare of (he eighty thousand Id gold you can leave on depoiiie 

with Meyer Bro, subject to my order. Write mc tooti. COOPEK. 

lodian Office, General Filci, Southern SnfmnUndtnt:/, i863-iS6f, 1415. 

Tlie foregoiDg letter of Caaper** was oae of thoae referred to b the fol- 
lowiog telegraphic communication front Special Agent G. B. Stockton to Sec- 
retary Dsber, dated Fort Smitb, Aikania*, February ao, ig£4: 

I have jun foutKl Ic have iton in (hi* office a large deik cootaining 

Indian papera treatie* corretpoadeoce of Cooper Rector & other^ corre- 

spoodence of W. P. Dole a> late ai May fifteeoth rS6i vouchers ab- 

•tracta ft corrcspoodcnce ctrnvicting Rector & Cooper of enticing the 

varioua tribe* to become eoemiei of the V. S. Tbe papers extend back 

a* far as 1S34 will 3rou please direct me what dispotition to make of 

them. 

Secretary Uihet referred the matter to the Office of Indian Affairs and 
Mix instructed Stodtton to send the papers on to Washington [Letter of Feb- 
ruary to, 1S64]. This StockKK) did and notified tbe Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs in this wise, by telegraph: 

I have based the litdian Paper* which I found a( this place, and M.* 

day bcikI them by wagons to Leavenworth City, Kansas, to be thence 

forwarded by tbe American Express Company. 

There lecma (o have been considerable delay in tbeir transmittal after 
ibey had passed Into the custodianship of tbe ezpm* company but they 
ereotually reached the Indian Office and to-day form part of tbe Fort Smitb 
coHectioo. 

"> The melodious refrain of this, 

That fine Arkanaai gentleman. 
Close to tbe Choctaw line. 
uncoDSciously brings out one of the very ideas sought to be conveyed by the 
present chapter; namely, the extremely close coimection between Arkanaaa 
and Indian Terrie>ry. 

>**Tfaia old, old song, "written on tbe model and to tbe air of The Old 
Country Gentleman'," run* thus: 

The soog I'll (ing, thou^ lately made, it tells of olden dayi. 

Of a good old Scottiah gentleman, of good old Scottish ways ; 
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ularly of those whose previous occupations, residence, 
inclinations, or interests had made them conversant with 
Indian aifairs and, therefore, unusually appreciative of 
the strategic value of the Indian country. Under such 
circumstances, it is not at all surprising that Governor 
Rector seized, as he did, the earliest'" opportunil^ to 
approach ih^.Cherokees. Fort Smith at the junction 
of the Arksansas and Poteau Rivera was only eighty 
miles from Fort Gibson. 

Before taking up for special comment Governor 
Rector's negotiations with the Cherokees through their 
principal chief, John Ross, it might be well to retrace 
our steps a little in order to show how, in yet other ways, 
Arkansas interested herself more than was natural in 
the concerns of the Indians and made some of her citi- 
zens, in the long run, more than ordinarily responsible 
for the development of secessionist sentiment among the 
southern tribes. 

When David Hubbard, journeying westward as 
special secessionist commissioner^** from Alabama to 
Arkansas, reached Little Rock-and that was in the 
fiarly winter of i86i-he soon discovered that many 
Arkansans were not willing for their state to go ouit of 
the Union unless she could take Indian Territory with 
her. Hubbard's letter,"' descriptive of the simation, is 
very elucidating. It is addressed to Andrew B. 

When our biront bold kept home and hold, and sung their oldeo lay* 
And drove nith ipeed acroM the Tneed, auld Scotlaod't bluidy fae*, 
Like brave old Scottiih gentlemen, all ot tbe olden time. 
Scottish Songi, printed bj W. G. Bladiie and Company (Glaigow). 

"* The commituoacn to wbom Ogdcn referred in hit letter of Febniaty 
15, 1S61, may have tieen tlie tangible evidence of Governor Rector'* first at- 
tempt to itifluence the Indiaiu. 

>■' Fleming, Civil K^ar and RecotulruttUm In Alabama, 46, fooUMte t. 
"* Smith, Dtbttei »f tkt Alabama Coavtatioa, 443-444; Official Rtetrdi, 
fourth Kr., vol. i, ]. 
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Moore,"" governor of Alabama, and bears date Kin- 
loch, Alabama, January third. 

Mv Dear Sir: On receipt of your letter and appointment 
as commissioner from Alabama to Arkansas, I repaired to Little 
Rock and presented my credentials to the two houses, and also 
your letter to Governor Rector, by all of whom I was politely 
received. The Governor of Arkansas was every way disposed 
to further our views, and so were many leading and influential 
members of each house of the Legislature, but neither are yet 
ready for action, because they fear the people have not yet made 
up their minds to go out. The counties bordering on the In- 
dian nations - Creeks, Cherokces, Choctaws, and Chickasaws- 
would hesitate greatly to vote for secession, and leave those 
tribes still under the influence of the Government at Washing- 
ton, from which they receive such large stipends and annuities. 
These Indians arc at a spot very important, in my opinion, in 
this great sectional controversy, and must be assured that the 
South wQl do as well as the North before they could be induced 
to change their alliances and dependence. I have much on this 
subject to say when I get to Montgomery, which cannot welt 
be written. The two houses passed resolutions inviting me to 
meet them in representative hall and consult together as to what 
had best be done in this matter. When I appeared men were 
anxious to know what the seceding States intended to do in cer- 
tain contingencies. My appointment gave me no authority to 
speak as to what any State would do, but I Bp<^ freely of what, 
in my opinion, we ou^t to do. I took the ground that no State 
which had seceded would ever go back without full power be- 
ing given to protect themselves by vote against anti-slavery' 
projects and schemes of every kind. I took the position that th^ 
Northern people were honest and did fear the divine displeasure, 
both in this world and the world to come, by reason of what 
they considered the national sin of slavery, and that all who 
agreed with me in a belief of their sincerity must see that we 
could not remain quietly in the same Government with tbem. 
Secondly, if they were dishonest hypocrites, and only lied to im- 

it* Governor Moore had appriDted the camnuMiaDeTt, induding Hubbard, 
on hi* own initiative before the conventioD met Sec hii addresa, Smitfa'i Dt- 
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pose on others and make them hate us, and used and-slaTCTy 
arguments as mere pretexts for the purpose of uniting Northern 
sentiment gainst us, with a view to obtain political power and 
secdonal dominion, in that event wc ought not to live with 
them. I desired any Unionist present to controvert either of 
these positions, which seemed to cover the whole ground. No 
one attempted either, and I said but little more. I am satisfied, 
from free conversations with members of all parties and with 
Governor Rector, that Arkansas, when compelled to choose, will 
side with the Southern States, but at present a majority would 
vote the Union ticket. Public sentiment is but being formed, 
but must take that direction. . . 

What, in addition to that just cited, Hubbard had 
to say about the Indians or about the profit accruing 
from close contact with them, we have no way of know- 
ing; but we have a right to be suspicious of the things 
that have to be communicated by word of mouth only, 
especially in this instance, when we remember that 
white men have always made the Indians subjects of 
exploitation and that Hubbard was the man whom the 
southern Confederacy chose for its first commissioner 
of Indian affairs, also that Hubbard's first outline of 
work, as commissioner, in truth, his only outline, com- 
prehended an extended visit to the Indians before 
whom he proposed to expatiate on the financial advan- 
tages of an adherence to the Confederacy and the inevi- 
table financial ruin that must come from continued 
loyalty to the Union. All things considered, it would 
surely seem that in Hubbard's mind the money question 
was always uppermost. 

But there were others to whom the Indian income 
was a thing of interest. At the earlier meeting of the 
Arkansas convention, a resolution'" had been passed, 
March 9, 1861, authorizing an inquiry to be made into 
the annual cost to the United States government of the 

■" HouM iaumal, Arkaiuu, %%. 
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Indian service west of Arkansas. The state adminis- 
tration had already seized *" the Indian funds on hand, 
an opportunity to do so having offered itself upon the 
occasion of the death'" of the United States disbursing 
officer, Major P. T. Crutchfield. But, later, for fear 
that this might work prejudice with the Indians a reso- 
lution'" was passed providing that the money should 
not be diverted from its proper uses. Because of such 
actions and others of like direction, it is certainly safe 
to assume that pecuniary considerations made the fron-\ 
tiersmen of 1861 vitally interested in Indian affairs. \ 
The same influences that moved Hubbard to write his 
letter to Governor Moore with special mention of the 
Indians unquestionably moved the citizens of Boons- 
boro to try,'" without much further ado, the temper of 
the Cherokees. ^ 

"* Hau»e Journal, Aricinsai, J14, 44;. 
^'* JiDuar; 11, 1S61. 

i^< The rewlutioo ii found io House Itumal, Arkaoiaa, 167 and in Olfieutt 
Records, fourth ter., vol. i, 307. In text is » follow*: 

Reiolved, That do money or property of any kind nhatcver, Dtn* in 
the haodi of the Superintendent of IndiiD Affairs, or of any Indian 
agent, being placed (here, or designed for the Indian* on the ncstem 
froaticr of Arkansas, shall be seized, but that the same ihall 10 remain 
to be applied to and for the use of the several Indian Nations, faithfully, 
as was designed when so placed in their hands for disbursement. 

And the people of the State of Arkansas, here in aoverci^ oonven- . 
tion ssscmbled. do hereby pledge the sovereignly of the State of Arkin- 
■as, that everything in their power shall be done to compel a faithful 
application of all money and property now in the hands of persons or 
agenta designed and intended for the several Indian tribes west of 
Aikansas. 

Adopted in and by the convention May 9, iSAi. 

David Walkbr, President of the AHcansas State Convention. 
Attest. Elias C. Botn>tHOT, Secretary of the Convention. 
*" BooNSBOROucH, Anic, May j, litii. 

Hon. John Roas: 

Dear Sir: The momentous issues that now engrosa the attention of 
the American people cannot but have elicited your interest and attention 
a* well as ours. The unfortunate resort of an arbitrament of arms seems 
nffw to be the only alternative. Our State has of necessity to co-opcrsic 
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Returning now to Govenor Rector and to a recital of 
his endeavors with the same Indian people, it is seen 
that his approach to the Cherokees was made, as has 
been already intimated, through their principal chief, 
John Ross, and by means of the following most excel- 
lently worded letter: 

Thb State op Arkansas, Ezbcutive Dbpartmbnt, 
Little Rock, January 29, 1861. 
To His Excbllbncy John Ross, 

Principal Chief Cherokee Nation: 
Sot: It may now be regarded as almost certain that the 
States having slave property within their borders will, in conse- 
quence of repeated Northern i^xressions, separate themselves 
and withdraw fnxn the Federal Government. 

South Carolina, MtSaatna, Florida, Mississippi, Georgia, and 
Louisiana have already, by action of the people, assumed this 
attitude. Arkansas, Missouri, Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, 
North Carolina, and Maryland will probably pursue the same 
course by the 4th of March next. Your people, in their insritu- 
whfa her oatural ■IUm, the Southern Staict. It U 001* ooly ■ quntioa of 
North and South, ind the "hirdcM miut fend off." We expect man- 
fully to bear our pirt of the privationt and (icrificti which the tiinei 
TM)uire of Southern people. 

Thii being our ittitudc in thii gnat coatei^ It ii Ditural for ui to 
deMrc, and nc think we may uy we hare a right, to know whit por- 
tion will be taken by tboec who may greatly conduce to our intereiti aa 
frieiMlt or to our injuiy a* CDeraka. Not knowing your political itatui 
in thia prcaent cooteat at the bead of the Cberakee Nation, we tcqucK 
you to infonn uf by letter, at your earlieit coDvenicnce, whether you 
will cooperate with tbe Nordiem or Southern aectioa, now wa unhap* 
pily and bopelettly divided. We eanKsily hope to lii>d in you and your 
people true allic* and active frienda; but if, unfortnuiely, you prefer to 
retain jmir connection with the Northeni Government and pve them 
aid and comfort, wc want to know that, aa we prefer an open enemy to 
a doubt^l frietid. 

With contideratiotw of high regard, we arc, yovr obedient oerranti. 
Make Beam, J. A. McCoiioCH, 

W. B. Wbwb, J. M. Lacv, 

B. W. Maocluie, 5. P. Caknahan, 
John Spincsr, And many »thtr: 

0$tial tttetrdM, fint ser., vol. aiii, 493-494; Indian Office, General File*, 
Chtrthte, l8S0-t86s, C515. 
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tion5, productions, latitude, and natural sympathies, are allied to 
the common brotherhood of the slaveholding States. Our 
people and yours are natural allies in war and friends in peace. 
Your country is salubrious and fertile, and possesses the highest 
capacity for future progress and development by the application 
of slave labor. Besides this, the contiguity of our territory with 
yours induces relations of so intimate a character as to preclude 
the idea of discordant or separate action. 

It is well established that the Indian country west of Arkan- '^ 
sas is looked to by the incoming administration of Mr. Lincoln 
as fruitful fields, ripe for the harvest of abolitionism, freesoilcrs, . 
and Northern mountebanks. 

We hope to find in your people friends willing to co-operate 
with the South in defense of her institutions, her honor, and 
her firesides, and with whom the slaveholding States are willing 
to share a common future, and to afford protection commen- 
surate with your exposed condition and your subsisting monetary 
interests widi the General Government. 

As a direct means of expressing to you these sentiments, I 
have dispatched my aide-de-camp, Lieut. Col, J. J, Graines, to 
confer with you ctMiftdentially upon these subjects, and to report 
to me any expressions of kindness and confidence that you may 
see prtq>er to ccnnmunicatc to the governor of Arkansas, who is 
your friend and the friend of your people. Respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 

Henry M. Rector, Governor of Arkansas.*'* 

Lieutenant Gaines duly started out upon his mission 
and upon reaching Fort Smith interviewed Superin- 
tendent Rector and received from him a letter of intro- 
duction "' to John Ross, which was, in effect, a hearty 
endorsement of the governor's project. An inkling of 
what Gaines was about soon came to the ears of A. B. 
Greenwood, an Arkansan, a state-rights man, and 
United States commissioner of Indian affairs. At the 

i^ Indiuk Office, General Filet, Chtrtkte, 1859-1865, €515 ; Ofieial Rinrdi, 
fint ler., vol i, tiij-684; vol. ziii, 490-491. 

t'TIndiui Office, General Vi\tt,Chtnktt,i8s9-'S6s,Cix$i 0$tial Rteordi, 
fint ler., vol. i, «l). 
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moment he was the official, intent upon doing his duty, 
nothing more. It was then in his official capacity that 
he straightway demanded of Agent Cowart an expla- 
nation of Gaines's movements; but Cowart was privy 
to Governor Rector's plans undoubtedly, a Georgian, a 
secessionist, and one of those illiterate, disreputable, 
untrustworthy characters that frontier or garrison 
towns seem always to produce or to attract, the kind, 
unfortunately for its own reputation and for the Indian 
welfare, that the United States government has so often 
seen fit to select for its Indian agents. More than that, 
Cowart was a man of such base principles that he could 
commercialize with impunity a great cause and calmly 
continue to hold office under and to draw pay from 
one government while secretly plotting against it in the 
interests of another. On this occasion he attempted a 
denial"' of the presence of Rector's commissioner at 

*'* lo a letter to A. B. GreeDwood, dated Fort Sioith, February tj, 1S61, 

On the iitb Inn. I tent ■ dispatch to you asking for Troopi and jtt- 
terday rec'd an ansvrer making enquiric* ai ta the Object for which they 
are vranted, and asking if the Goveraor'i Conunisaioner was here k 
what was his Object. 

I have just replyed in a Dispatch, that the Gov. hat do Coin, here 
and baa had none. I suppose you have been Tehlegraphed that there 
was a Com. and that for mischief. Now the following are the fact* in 
the case as far as I have been able to leam them. On Saturday or Sun- 
day last there came a young man by the name of Gains called Dr. 
Gaina from Little Rock. He stated his object was to visit the Indian 
Tribes west of this to cultivate with them friendly Relations and Mated 
moreover that be was authorized to do »■> by the Gov. of ArkaiMas. 
When I returned your Dispatch I went to Dr. Gains and aiked him in 
the preietM of witnesses if he was acting as Conk for the Gov. of Ar- 
kansas he replyed that he was not, and now Sir I am sorry to leam to 
day that a rumor is afloat that I am here to aid in taking this pott & 
that by having Troopi sent from here to weaken the forces. Nothing 
can be more false. Id the first place, the Citiiem have no Diipoaition 
to interfere with this poM in any way and the truth it I see no persons 
but the Officers and I will not judge of their motive*. 

Them and tnyaelf are all friendly as far as I know except it may be 
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Fort Smith; but the Indian Office had soon good 
proof"* that a commissioner had been there and that he 

they object to a Spcach 1 made here 00 Moaday night Ian. I can say 
and prove by all the beit citizens of the Place that ray reroarki were 
raild and oonciliatory and could dM tie objectionable to any true Soutbem 
man this the citizens of the City will bare me out, the truth ii the only 
objectioo they could make to my speach was that it mi unaniwerable 
I »ld you the lame when in Waifaington. I appeal to the Citizeni for the 
truth of what I say. I detire tnM^s to protea the Cherokeea frooi Ab- 
alitioD forays front Kansas k the Neutral land. I am told that there 
aw three tiroes the Na of Intruders now that there was there last fall 
and that violent threats have been made by Kauias. 

In the next place I can do nothing without Troops there and a No. of 
lawless murderer* in the Nation that cannot without Troops, and 1 uAA 
you those things when with you last and in addition to the above fun 
the Troops can live and support quite as comfortable and for lesa money 
out there than tbey can here. - Indian Office, General Files, Chtrtket, 
1859-1865. 

"*The proof appeared in the corTespoadcnce of John B. Ogdcn, conunia- 
Noner of the district court of the United States for the wcstem district of 
Arkansas. On March 4, rgii, Ogden wrote from Van Buren to the Secretary 
of the Interior the following letter: 

Having learued tm the 15th of Feb!' last from rumor the person ip- 
pointed as Com' had been tent by Gov. Rector of the State of Arkansas to 
the Indian tribes upon our frontier for ca-operation in secession move- 
meots, and the same being in violation of treaty stipulations and the laws 
enacted by Congress regulating trade and lotercoune, I addressed a 
letter of inquiry to John Ross principal chief of the Cherokee Nation in 
rclnioa to the same, which letter accompanies this with his reply- The 
letter to roe 1 think was intended to be confidential from its language 
and from my conversation with the meEseuger who was the bearer of it 
to me, of this however 1 cannot positively judge and have thought best 
to forward the saroe. John Ross was unable to give me an Imediate 
•nawer as he was not personally advised of the subject matter. But 
Upon the return of Mr W. P. Rou who was a delegate from the Chero- 
kcet 10 a General Council being held of the tribes West of Arkansas 
in relation to their own international policy, he became advised of the 
matter of inquiry and for the purpose of fumishing the required in- 
forroatioD sent Mi W. P. Ross the bearer of this letter to Van Buren 
that he might fully communicate with me in the matter. I leam from 
him that ant Dr J. J. Gains late editor of a secession sheet at Little 
Rock, did attend the said Council held by the lodian tribes west of 
Arks io the Choctaw Nation, and that said Gains announced to the 
Council bis misMon to be that of ■ Coitf' from Arkansas accredited by 
the Govr to consult with them in itlatioa to co-operation with the seced- 
ing Statea - That he submitted a written Statement to them m reference 
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had proceeded thence to the Cherokee country. It was 
no other than Gaines, of course, who, when once he had 
delivered the Rector letters to Ross, saw fit, in the 
further interests of his mission, to attend the inter-tribal 
council at the Creek Agency. 

to Aeir iDtetcm aiid fulute relation* ia the event of • dittoluiioa of the 
UnioD-but that he wai guarded id hii propodtiotii- You frill learn 
from M' John Ron' letter that he mfenn* me official])' that the pteaent 
(agent) of the Chetokeei "i* oSdouily advocating the Mcetiion poliqr 
of the touthem State* and that hii endeaTOiiDg to influence the Chero- 
kee* tD take lidei and act in Cooceit with the Seceding Sate*." -I can 
■tate from ay own infoniiation that when »aid Agent it in Aric* he u 
invariably to be found upon the itump "open-mouthed and — " for dia- 
union, to the great anoyance of the good people of the Country. That 
people ibould be heard and their grievance* r«dret*ed and the cauae* 
removed, and aotne man of cunect oomtitutianal ntorali appointed in 
hit itead. We hare hoaO of (uch men in thb State, and a* the Incom- 
ing Adnuniatration are not adviied of pcraon* in thi* country, allow me 
to Migseat that oo application to the Hon. A. B. Greenwood now of 
Waihingtoo the aelcction of « auitable peraon could be named. I have 
no doubt, thai would be latiafactoiy- pardon thi* apparent officioua- 
ncaa - At thi* time mf great anxiety htr the preaervatkm of the Union 
muK be my apology for what I have laid. 

1 abo enclote you a copy of a permit fumiabed me liy Mr Roe* ia- 
Micd to^ aaid agent. -Indian Office, General File*, Chtroktt, iSs9-rS6s, 

Inclomres 
I. John Ogden to John Rom, February ij, iSti. 
1. John Ron to John B. Ogden, February aS, iKi. 
}. Chbkoue Acbnct, near Tahlequah, CN. 

Itaac G. Freeman, a citizen of what w» fortncriy the United Stale* 
and a fanner by occupation ha* permttaion to remain with J. C. Cun* 
nin^am near PaA Hill in leid Nation and labor for the taid Cunning- 
bam for twelve month* from thii date Mbjcct to be removed by the 
Agent at any time for cauae. R. J. Cowakt, U.S. ChenAee Agent. 

[Endoraenicnt] A true copy from the original aa taken by me hlarch 
ift iStii Will P. Rosa 

4. Newapaper dipping*, one craiiaining the Choctaw rcaolutiao* of Febru- 
ary 7, tSfii, and the other thtt: 

Dr. J. J. Gain*, (an old editor) dropped in upon ui, lait week, on 
hi* way to Little Rode, from the Indian country. Hi* mitaioD wa* oat 
of peace, and not to "indte rtbeUioif aa wat telegraphed to Watbing- 
toD City, by aome officiou* peraon. We were glad to learn from him, 
that our border friend* are all right. 
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John R088 did oot reply to Governor Rector's com- 
munication until the anniversary of George Washing- 
ton's birthday and he then expressed the same ideas of 
concern, of sympathy, but also those of positive neutral- 
ity that had characterized his advice to the Indian con- 
ferees. He scouted, though, the very idea of the in- 
coming administration's planning to abolitionize the 
Indian country while at the same time he manifested 
his utter disapproval of it. This is what he said: 

Tahlbquah, Chbxokbb Nation, Febniuy 22, i86t. --^' . 
His Exchllbncy Henry M. Rhctor, Governor of ArkansB: 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's communication of the 29th ultimo, per your aide- 
decamp, Lieut. Col. J. J. Gaines. 

The Gierokees cannot but feel a deep regret and solicitude ^ / . 
for the unhappy differences which at present disturb die peace " 
and quietude of the several States, especially when it is under- 
stood that some of the slave States have already separated tbem- 
selves and withdrawn from the Federal Government and that it 
is probable others will also pursue the same course. 

But may we not yet hope and trust in the dispensation of 
Divine power to overrule the discordant elements for good, and 
that, by the counsel of the wisdom, virtue, and patriotism of the 
land, measures may happily be adopted for the restoration of 
peace and harmony anumg the brotherhood of States widiin the 
Federal Union. 

The relations which the Cherokee people sustain toward their 
white brethren have been established by subsisting treaties with 
the United States Government, and by them they have placed 
themselves under the "protection of the United States and of no 
other sovereign whatever." They are bound to hold no treaty 
with any foreign power, or with any individual State, nor with 
the citizens of any State. On the other hand, the faith of die 
United States is solemnly pledged to the Cherokee Nation for 
the protection of the right and title in the lands, conveyed to 
them by patent, within dieir territorial boundaries, as also for 
the protection of all other of their national and individual rights 
and interests of persons and property. Thus the Cherokee 
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people arc inviolxbly allied widi their white brethren of the 
United States in war and friends in peace. Tlieir institutions, 
locality, and natural sympathies are unequivocally with the 
slave-holding States. And the contiguity of our territory to 
your State, in connection with the daily, social, and commercial 
intercourse between our respective citizens, forbids the idea that 
they should ever be otherwise than steadfast friends. 

I am surprised to be informed by Your Excellency that "it 
is well established that die Indian country west of Arkansas is 
looked to by the incoming admin istrati<Hi of Mr. Lincoln as 
fruitful fields ripe for the harvest of abolitionism, free-soilers, 
and Northern mountebanks." As I am sure that the laborers 
will be greatly disappointed if they shall expect in the ChcnJcee 
country "fruitful fields ripe for the harvest of abolitionism," 
&c., you may rest assured that the Cherokee people will never 
tolerate the propagation of any obnoxious fruit upon their soil. 

And in inclusion I have the honor to reciprocate the saluta- 
tion of friendship. 

I am, sir, very respectfully. Your Excellency's obedient ser- 
vant, Jno. Ross, Principal Chief Cherokee Nation."** 

The Arkansas state convention, sanctioned by popular 
vote, met, by authority of the governor's proclamation, 
March fourth. Its members were inclined to tem- 
porize, however; for, as Harrell says, they were co- 
operationists '" rather than secessionists and their policy 
of temporizing they carried out even in the provision 
made for reassembling after adjournment. David 
Walker, the president of the convention, was out of 
sympathy with this; and, at the first news of the attack 
upon Fort Sumter and while passion and excitement 
were still at fever heat, called '" an extra session for the 
sixth of May. The regular session was not to come 
until the nineteenth of August. Coincidently Governor 

i^'Gcnenl Filei, Chtnktt, l8S9-t86s, Cjij; Ofitiel Reiardi, firit Mr., 
ToT. liii, 491-49*. 

*■> Stephen* Myi tbey wen alinoct equally divided od the queMion of le- 
ecMion [CeM/ifuAona/ Fievi of iht Lati War betwtfn the Statu, vol ii, ]ti]]. 

^^'On April lo, 1S61. 



Digitized by Google 



Indian Territory, Texas, and Arkansas iig 

Rector again showed where his sympathies lay by re- 
fusing '" President Lincoln's call for troops. 

The Arkansas Ordinance of Secession was passed on 
the sixth of May. S. R. Cockrell had proved himself 
a good prophet ; for, writing jubilantly to L. P. Walker, 
on the twenty-first of April, on the progress of secession, 
he had said,"* "Arkansas will go out 6th of May before 
breakfast. The Indians come next." His closing re- 
mark had some foundation for its utterance. Intel- 
ligent and prominent Indians were to be found in the 
very ranks of the Arkansas secessionists. £. C. Bou- 
dinot, a Cherokee, an enemy and rival of John Ross, 
and later Cherokee delegate in the Confederate Con- 
gress, was secretary'" of the convention. M. Kennard, 
a leading and a principal Creek chief, seems also to 
have been influential. The alliance of the Indians was 
yet being sought."* 

The secession ordinance once safely launched, the 
Arkansas convention turned its attention without equiv- 
ocation to Indian concerns. On the tenth of May, for 
instance, it followed the example set by Texas and ' 
passed a resolution,'" authorizing the president of the 
convention to appoint three delegates to visit Indian 
Territory. The men appointed were, S. L. Griffith of 
Sebastian County (the same man, interestingly enough 
to whom the United States government had recently 
offered'" the Southern Superintendency), J. Murphyof 

•" Stephcni, op. cil., vol. ii, J7s ; Ogtcial Rtetrds, fir* »er, vol. i, 674, 687. 

>** Oficuil Recardi, first icr^ vol. i, 6S6. 

i*i Journal, Arfcanaai CoDventton, 3 69. 

■■*Tfac impartiDce of «uch an alliancx Menu never to have beco lott light 
of. In Ui nieiMge of May 6, 1861, Governor Rector called attentioti to the - 
fact ibtt Arkanaas was the moM expoaed atate in the 0nii>n, bccauM of the 
lodiaiM on the vre« {Jaurnal, tjj]. In varioua najf^ he emphauud the 
itralegka] T«hw of Indian Territory [lit./., 156]. 

"^ Journal, Arkanaas Convention, 1S3. 

"• See page rgj. 
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MadisoD County, and G. W. Laughinghouse of St 
Francis County. Two of these counties were on or 
near the border. Sebastian was on the border and 
Madison not far inland, so Griffith and Murphy very 
probably realized the full significance of their mission. 
On the eleventh of May, the convention tried to pass 
another resolution,'*' indicative of a community of in- 
terests between Arkansas and the Indian country. This 
resolution failed, but, had it passed, it would have 
prayed the president of the Confederate States to erect 
a military department or division out of Arkansas and 
Indian Territory. As it was, the convention contented 
itself, on this occasion, with empowering'** Brigadier- 
general Pearce'" to cooperate with Brigadier-general 
McCuIloch."* It took this action on the twenty-first of 
May and on the twenty-eighth it received a communi- 
cation '■• from Elias Rector concerning the Choctaws 
and Chickasaws. 

Almost simultaneously with this legislative activity, 
solicitation of the Indians came from yet other direc- 
tions. On the eighth of May, Brigadier-general B. 
Burroughs of the Arkansas militia took it upon himself 
to make an appeal to the Chickasaws, which he did in 
this wise : 

Headquarters Eighth Bricadb, First DmsioN, Arkansas 
Militia, Fort Smith, Ark., May 8, 1861. 
Gov. C. Harris: To-day we have information that Arkan- 
sas, in Convention, has seceded, by a vote 69 to i. Tennessee 

"'Journal, AAtoui Convention, itg. 

*"* — Ibid., 39s. 

I" N. Birt Pearce had juit been created by the cooventioa "brigidier- 
general of Arktiuas, to conunand the Wetlera froDtier." 

"*0n the thirteenth of May, the Confederate War Departmeot had at- 
•igned Bto McCulloch to the commind of the diitrict embracing Indian Ter- 
ritory. 

in Journal, Arkanui Coavcntion, 369. 
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has also seceded, and made large appropriations and ordered an 
army of 50,000 men. 

Arkansas has for several days past been in arms on this 
frontier for the protection (of) citizens, and the neighboring 
Indian nations whose interests are identical with her own. 

I have news through my scouts that the U. S. troops have 
abandoned the forts in the Chickasaw country. 

Under my orders from the commander-in-chief and governor 
of Arkansas, I feel authorized to extend to you such military aid 
as will be required in die present juncture of a£un to occupy 
and hold the forts. 

I have a^xMnted Col. A. H. Word, one of the State senators, 
and Captain Sparks, attached to this command, commissioners 
to treat and confer with you on this subject. T\itsc ^ntlemen 
are fully apprised of the nature of the powers intrusted to my- 
self by the governor of this State, and are authorized to express 
to you my views of the subject under consideration. I ask, 
therefore, that you express to them your own wishes in the prem* 
ises, and believe, my dear sir, that Arkansas cherishes die kind- 
est regards for your people. 

I have the honor to subscribe myself, with sentiments of re- 
gard, your excellency's friend and servant, 

B. Burroughs, Brigadier-General, Commanding.'** 

The impudence and calm effrontery of this has its 
humorous side and would seem even ridiculous were it 
not for the fact that we are bound to remember that the 
Indians took it all so very seriously. It was true 
enough, as Burroughs said, that the Federal troops had 
abandoned the Indian country; but against whom were 
the forts to be held? Surely not against the Federals.^ , 
Furthermore, what need was there for Arkansas to 
interest herself in the Chickasaw forts, since the Texan 
troops were already in possession? Is it possible to 
suppose that Burroughs's scouts, who had found out so 
much about the withdrawal of the Federal forces, had 
not discovered the work of the Texans in contributing - 

>** Ofieittl Rtnrdt, tint ser., vol. i, 691. 
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thereto? The Chickasaws were particularly friendly 
to the secessionists and, in this same month of May, 
passed, by means of their legislature, those eight reso- 
lutions "" in which they gave such strong expression to 

'*'Tbne roolutiont arc found io the Offeial Rtcard, fint ler., toL iu, 
5S5-5S7 and are u follom: 

RttaliUhnt of Iht Senate and Hauie •/ Reprei**Uthei «f the Chiek- 
aiMB Legiilattire tutembled. May tj, iSfit: Whenu tbe Gorenmieiw 
of the United State* hte been broken up bj the tecenion of a large 
nonber of State* CMnpoiiDg the Federal Uiuoo - that the diawdulion bai 
been Mbwcd by nar between the partin; and where** the deatmetimi 
<rf the Union a* it ciicted by the Federal Coottitutioti ii irteparabk, and 
GMMequeotly the Government of the United State* a* it waa when the 
Chickataw and other Indian nation* formed alliance* and treatie* widi 
it no longer exiat*; and whereat the Lincoln Government, pretending 
in wpr etent uid Umon, hai iliown by ila courie award* u*, in widi- 
drawing frocD our country the protection of the Federal troop*, and 
withholdiiWi unjuttly and unlawfully, our mooey placed in the hand* of 
the Government of the United State* ai tnutec, to be applied for our 
benefit, a total ditregard of treaty obligationa toward ua; attd wherea* 
our geographical position, our tocial and dotnettic inatitutioaa, our feel- 
iap and lympadiie^ all attach in to our Southern friend*, againat 
whom i* about to be waged a war of Mibjugation or extemunatioii, of 
conqunt and conlucation- a war which, if we can judge from the dec* 
larationi of the political partiiaui of die Linodn Government, will rar* 
pa** the French Revolution in acene* of blood and that of San Domingo 
in atrodou* horror*; and whereat it i* impoawble that the Chtckaiawi^ 
deprived of their money and deititute of all mean* of leparaie *elf-pro- 
tection, can maintain neutrality or eicape the ttoim which is about to 
buTM upon the South, but, on the contrary, would he )u*pected, oppreited, 
and plundered alternately by armed bandi from the North, South, Eait, 
and Wett; and whereat we have an abiding confidence that all our 
righta-tribal and individual -tecured to u* under treatie* with the 
United State*, will be fully recognized, guaranteed, and protected by 
our friend* of the Confederate States; and whereat a* a Southern people 
we coDiider their cauae our own; Tberefbie, 

Be it tinlved hj the Chictaiavt Lepitatnre aiiembUd, itt That the 
ditmlutiou of the Federal Unimi, under which the Government of tbe 
United State* aisted, ha* absolved the Chic)[a*aw« from allegiance to 
any foreign government whatever; that tbe current of the event* of the 
la*t few monthi ha* left the Chidaiaw Nation independent, the people 
thenof free to form tuch alliance*, and take tuch ttept to aecure their 
own lafety, happinen, and future welfare a* may to them teem best. 

ad. Revived, That our neighboring Indian nation* -Choctaw*, Ctier- 
okee*, Creeki, Seminolei, Oiaget, Senecaa, Quapawt, Comanche*, Kio- 
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their views, at the same time, however, giviog the 
Southern States clearly to understand that they knew 

wai, togedier with the fragmeiitair band* of Delanam, Kidapooa, 
CaddoM, Wichita*, and otfaen within the Owctaw and Chidca*aw c»ua< 
tij who are (iiiululy utuated with ounelve*, be iDviled to Go-operate, 
in order to tecure the indepeDdenec of the Indian nition* lod the defcnte 
of the tenitorr thty inhabit from Northern invaiioo by the Linooln 
bordea and Kama* robben, who have plundered and oppre ai ed our red 
bmhren among them, and who doubtlen would extend toward* u* the 
protection which the wolf give* to the lamb ibould they nioceed in orer- 
ninning our oountrjr; that the Chidatawt pledge tfaemeelvet to re«i*t by 
all mean* and to the deadi any nich iuraiioo of the land* occupied by 
thcnuelve* or by any of the Indian nation*; and that dicir country thall 
not be occupied or paned riirough by the Lincoln foicc* for the puipoae 
of invading our neighbor*, the State* of Aihansa* and Texaa, but, on 
the cmtraiy, any attempt to do *a will be regarded at an act of war 
againtt ourtelvea^ and ihould be retiatcd by all the Indian nation* a* in- 
aulting to thcnuelve* and tending to endanger their Territorial right*. 

jd. Rtialved, That it i* expedient, at the very earlieit day poeaible, 
that commitaioneri from other Indian nation* for tbe purpoie of fonning 
■ league or confederation among them for mutual aafety and protection, 
and bI*o to the Confederate Stale* in order to enter into *udi alliance 
and to cofKlude Mich Ireatie* *■ may be necetcary to *ecure the right*, 
nitereati, and welfare of the Indian tribe*, and that tbe co-operation of 
all the Indian nation* we*t of the State of AAanaa* and )0uth of Kan»a* 
be invited for the attainment of thete objects. 

4th. Reulved, That the Chickataw* loiA with confidence especially 
to the Choctaw* (whoie mteresti are m cloiely interwoven with their 
own, and who were the fint through their Mtiooal council to declare 
their tympitby for, and their deteimination, in ca*e of a peimaneni dii- 
•dution of the Federal Union, to adhere to the Southern States), and 
h(^ they will tpeedily unite with u* in *ucfa meamre* a* may be nece*- 
aaiy for the defenae of our cDtnmon country and a union with our nat- 
ural alliet, the Confederate State* of America. 

5th. RfttlveJ, That while tbe Chickaaaw pec^le entertain the moM 
nncere friendship for tbe people of the neighboring State* of Texa* and 
Arkanaa*, and are deeply grateful for die prompt ofier from them of 
■taiatance in all meamre* of defense necc*BBry for tbe protection of our 
country against hostile invasion, we are desiroot to hold undisputed 
poeseiaion of our land* and all fort* and other place* lately occupied by 
the Federal troop* and other ofliccrs and pcnon* acting under the au- 
thority of tbe United State*, and that the governor of the Cbickaaaw Na- 
tioo be, and he is hereby, inattticted to take immediate *tep* to obtain 
pneaesalon of all inch forts and places within the Choctaw and Cfai^< 
a»aw countiy, and have the aaroe garrisoned, if posrible, by Chidcasaw 
troop*, or else by troop* acting cxprenly under and by virtue of the au- 
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the extent of their own rights and were determined to 
hold fast to them. They also declared that they wished 
to hold their forts themselves. 

On the ninth of May, the Indians were still further 
addressed and this time by the citizens of Boonsboro, 
Arkansas, whose appeal has already been referred to 
and quoted.*** The appeal was made through the me- 
dium of a letter to John Ross and of him the citizens of 
Boonsboro inquired where he intended to stand; inas- 
much as they much preferred "an open enemy to a 

tboritj' of the Cbickiiaw or Choclan Ditioiu, until nich tiiDe H Mid 
fom, Indian agcncict, etc;, may be traDiferred by treaty to tbe Confed- 

tth. Rttalvtd, That (be governor of the Chickasaw Nation be, and 
be is hereby, inttructed to i«ue his proclamation to the Chickauw Na- 
tion, declaring their mJtpmdeact, and calling upon the Chickuaw war- 
Hon to form thcnuelves into volunteer compiniei of luch strength and 
with inch officer* (to be choeeo by tttemselve*) u the governor may pre- 
scribe, 10 report themselves by filing their compaiiy lolU at the Chick- 
asaw Agency, and to hold themselves, with tbe best ennt and anuntmi- 
tion, together with a reasonable supply of provisions, in readiness at a 
minute's warning to turn out, under die orden of the cimunanding gen- 
eral of the Cliickuiws, for the defense of their counlty or to aid tbe 
civil authorities in the enforctment of the laws. 

7th. Rtitlvtd, That we have full faith and onfidence in tiie justice 
of the cause in which we ate embarked, and that we appeal to the 
Chidtaiaw people to be prepared to meet the conflict which will surely, 
and perhaps speedily, take place, and hereby call upon eveiy roan ca- 
palrfe of bearing arms to be ready to defend hii home and family, his 
country and his property, and to render prompt obedience to all ordeis 
from the officers set over them. 

9ih [Sth]. Rftitlvtd, That the governor cause these resolutiont to be 
published in the National Register, at the Boggy Depot, and copies 
thereof tent to the several Indian nations, to the governors of the ad- 
jacent Stales, to the President of the Confederate States, and to Abraham 
Lincoln, Piesident of the Black Republican Party. 

Passed the House of Representatives May 25, iSfij. 

A. ALexAMAK, Speaker House Repieient stives. 
Attest: C, CAXTEk, Clerk House Representatives 

Passed the Senate. John E. Ahdemom, President of Senate. 

Attest: James N. McLuh, Clerk of Senate. 

Approved, Tishomingo, May aj, 1861. C. Hakris, Governor. 

i»* See footnett tJS- 
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doubtful friend.'' They earnestly hoped, they said, to 
find in him and his people "true allies and active 
friends." On the fifteenth of May, J. R. Kannady, 
lieutenant-colonel, commanding at Fort Smith, also 
communicated"^ with Ross and on the same subject, his 
immediate provocation being the report that Senator 
James H. Lane was busy raising troops in Kansas to 
be used against Missouri and Arkansas. Of the Kan- 
nady letter, John B. Luce was the bearer and, to it, Ross 
replied*"" on the seventeenth, the very day that he pub- 
lished his great proclamation'** of neutrality; for the 
otherwise most sensible John Ross labored under the 
delusion that the Indians would be allowed to figure as 
' silent wimesses of events. In this respect, he was, how- 
ever, on slightly firmer ground than were the citizens 
of such a state as Kentucky; but, none the less, he la- 
bored under a delusion as he soon found out to his 
sorrow. His proclamation of neutrality was intended 
as a final and conclusive answer '^ to all interrogatories 
like that from Boonsboro. 



'B' Geoenl Ftlei, Cherokte, i8s9-i36s, €515; Offidal Rttwdt, fint wr., vol. 

iw GcQcnt Filei, Ibid.; Official Rerordi, firtt (er., vol. xiit, 492-49J. 

"° The text of thi« it to be found la variou) placet. The moM conveoieDt 
of luch pUcei are, Official Rtctrdt, firtt ser., vol. ziii, 4S9-490 uid Moore'i Re- 
irllion Ricord, vol. ii, i45-i4£. A manuscript copy of the proclunation maj 
be found in General File*, Cherokee, iSsg-iS6s, Cjij ; and a tynopiii of ita 
contentt in Moore'* RibtUttH Rteari, voL ii, i-a. 

'°° Ron give the citizen* of Booiuboro their diicct anfifer, May tS, tS6t 
[General File*, Cktroktt, 1859-1865, C51S; Official Records, firU aer., voL xiii, 
494-495]- 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized b, Google 



III. THE CONFEDERACY IN NEGOTIATION 
WITH THE INDIAN TRIBES 

The provisional government of the Confederate\ 
States showed itself no less anxious and no less prompt -. V* 
than the individual states in its endeavor to secure the j ' ' 
Indian country and the Indian alliance. On the 
twenty-first of February, 1861, the very same day that 
the law was passed for the establishment of a War De- 
partment of which Leroy P. Walker of Alabama took 
immediate charge, William P. Chilton, member*" of 
the Provisional Congress from Alabama, oflFered in that 
body a resolution to the effect, that the Committee on 
Indian Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of opening up negotiations with the Indian tribes 
of the West in relation to all matters concerning the 
mutual welfare of said tribes and the people of the Con- 
federate States.*** The resolution was adopted. Four 
days later, Edward Sparrow of Louisiana asked that 
the same committee be instructed to consider the advis- 
ability of appointing agents to those same Indian 
tribes.*** The Indian committee, at the time, was com- 
posed of Jackson Morton of Florida, Lawrence M. 
Keitt of South Carolina, and Thomas N. Waul of 
Texas. Robert W. Johnson became a member after 
Arkansas had seceded and had been admitted to the 
Confederacy. 

*<" The official list of luonben of the Coafcderate coogreMet can b« foQDd 
in OfSiitU Reeerdi, fourth ter., vol. iii, iiSj-1191. 

*<** Prmriuonal CongreM of the Coofederaie State*, Journal, to), i, 70. 
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Preliminary steps such as these led naturally to a 
comprehension of the need for a Bureau of Indian 
Affairs*" and, on the twelfth of March, President 
Davis recommended"" that one be organized and a 
commissioner of Indian affairs appointed. His recom- 
mendations were acted upon without delay and a law*°' 
in conformity with them passed. This happened on 
the fifteenth of March and on the day following, the 
last of the session, Davis nominated Daxid.Hubbard,'"' 
ex-commissioner *°* from Alabama to Arkansas, for the 
Indian portfolio. For some time, however, Hubbard 
had little to do.*" It is wise therefore to leave him for 

■■>« Under the tecond •cctioit of the 1*w af Fcbni«i7 ". iSfi^t Indian affain 
hid been left for generil tuperviiioa to the War Department [Prtvuioital and 
Petmaiunt ConiAtudoni of the Confedtratt Statu and Acts and Retolutioiu ef 
the Firtt StinoH of tht Provisional Congress, 4I]. The Bureiu of Indian Af- 
faiiay created by the law of March ij, iStii, wai made a bureau of the War 



■<>■ Proriiionil CoaEren Journal, vol. i, 143; Richardson, Messages and 
Paptrs ef Ikt Confederacf. 

*"• Provisional and Permanent Conilitations, IJJ-IM- 
*'^ Provijioaal Coagreti Journal, vol. I, 154. 

*°* Hubbard hid occupied other and earlier poeitkni of importance; but 
it roott certiinl]' hive been upon the baii* of die eiperience gained in filling 
thia one that hii nominatioo for GommiNiooer of Indian iffaira waa made. 
" Hubbard bad been a Mate lenator, a representative in the twenty-iizth and in 
the thirty-fint United State! congrenei, and pTe^dendal elector on the Demo- 
cratic ticket in 1S44 and on the Breckinridge and Lane tided in i860 [Dm- 
graphital Congressional Direetory, i?74'igo3, teS]. 
■ "" "Tht Bureau of Indian Affain . . . hai been organised. . . 
So far tbi* Bureau bti found but little to do. The neccNit}' for the ex- 
tension of the militai7 arm of the Government toward the frontier, and 
- the attitude of Arkamat, without the Confederacy, have contributed to 
drcumscribe it* action. But Aii branch of the public lervice doubtleat 
will now grow in importance in conaequeoce of the early probable ac- 
cenion of Aikanias to the Confederacy; of the friendly aentinientt of 
the Creekl, Cbcrokecf, Cboctawi, and Cbickatawi, and other tribe* weit 
of Arkanaa* toward tbi* GovemmeiK; of our dilficullie* with the tribe* 
on die Texa* frontier; of our boetllitiea with the United State*, and of 
our probable future nladom with the Tcrriioriei of Ariama and New 
Mexico. - Extract fioro the Report of Secretary Walker to President 
Davia, April 37, iS6t [Official Records, fourdt ler., voL i, 24!]. 
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a while and resume the examination of congressional 
work. 

The journal entries through February and March 
show that the Provisional Congress had, not infre- 
quently, Indian matters placed before it and, at times 
presumably, communications direct from the tribes. 
On the fourth of March, Robert Toombs, himself on 
the Finance Committee and at the same time Secretary 
of. State,*" offered the following resolution : "' 

Resolved, That the President be, and be is hereby authorized 
to send a suitable person as special agent of this Government to 
the Indian tribes west of the State of Arkansas. 

Whether this was called forth by the investigations of 
the Committee oh Indian Affairs under the Chilton 
resolution of the twenty-first of February or whether it 
grew out of a correspondence between Toombs and 
Albert Pike does not appear. Toombs and Pike were 
friends, brother Masons*" in fact, and then or soon 
afterwards in intimate correspondence on the subject of 
Indian relations. The resolution passed, but there the 
matter seems to have rested for a time. On the tenth 
of May, William B. Ochiltree proposed*" that the 
Committee on Indian Affairs consider the condition of 
Reserve Indians in Texas ; and, on the fifteenth, a most 
important measure was introduced"* in the shape of a 
bill, reported by Keitt from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, "for the protection of certain Indian tribes." 
This opened up the whole subject of prospective rcla- 

'1" Dtvit would have preferred to have hid Toooibt for Kcretaiy of 
the tre*niT7 [Rbodea^ History of the Uniftd SUUts, vol. Ui, 395, tnit 7]. 

*" itumai, vol. i, 105. 

"*Both Pike and Toorobt reached in time the thirty-KUod degree, or 
Scottiih Rite. Note Pike'i gloning tribute to Toooibt, quoted in Richardson, 
Metiagtt and Paftrt of the Confederaej, vol. ii, 143. 

*'• Journal, vol i, 805. 
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dons with the great tribes of Indian Territory and, 
taken in connection with the provision for a special 
commissioner, was fruitful of great results. 

On the seventh of May, Thomas A. Harris of Mis- 
souri had made the Provisional Congress acquainted 
with some Choctaw and Chickasaw resolutions,"* 
which, in themselves, seoned indicative of a friendly 
disposition towards the South. This fact lent to the 
bill for the assumption of a protectorate a large signi- 
ficance. Congress considered it, for the most part, in 
secret session. The text of the act as finally passed does 
not appear in any of the published"* statutes of the 
Confederate States; but, under the act, Albert Pike, 
special commissioner for the purpose appointed by 
President Davis, negotiated all his remarkable treaties 
with the western tribes. Three sections of the law, 
those added to the original bill by way of amendment, 
appear in the Provisional Congress Journal."'' They 
are strictly financial in their nature and are as follows:- 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Omfederate 
States do hereby assume the duty and obligation of collecting 
and paying over as trustees to the several Indian tribes now- 
located in the Indian Territory south of Kansas, all sums of 
money accruing, whether from interest or capita] of the bonds 
of the several States of this Confederacy now held by the Gov> . 
ernment of the United States as trustees for said Indians or any 

*>' JuH what particular acti of retoluliont tboM were I have do mean* of 
knowing. The rooM important let of Chidaiaw mcdutiom, thoM iawwd 
under date of May a;, tl6i {Oilciat ReroriU, firM «er., to), tii, 5IS-5S7] bad 
not yet beeo paned. The Choctaw retolutiona pictented may have beeo and 
\trf probably were those of February 7, 1I61 \ibid.'\. 

"* Oa the tweniy-firM of May, President Davu approved "An Aa for the 
protection of the Indian Tribei" [Journal, zij], it bavioE goae through its 
rarioua Hage* of ■nwDdDient and having passed Congress, May seventeenth 
{ibid.f 344]. Adjutant-general G. W. .\ndrews reports, November 4, 1911, 
that nothing additional concerning the ten of d)is Ian it to be found in die 
Confederate archives. 

*'^ Jtumal, vol. i, 344. 
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of Aem; and the said interest and capital as collected shall >be 
paid over to said Indians or invested for their account, as the 
case may^, in accordance with the several treaties and contracts 
now existing between said Indians and the Government of the 
United States. 

Sec. 7. That the several Sutcs of this Confederacy be re- 
quested to provide by legislation or otherwise that the capital 
and interest of the bonds issued by them respectively, and held 
by the Government of the United States in trust for said In- 
dians, or any of them, shall not be paid to said Government of 
the United States, but shall be paid to this Government in trust 
for said Indians. 

Sec. 8. That it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs to obtain and publish, at as early a perkxl as 
practicable, a list of all the bonds of the several States of this 
Confederacy now held in trust by the Government of the United 
States as aforesaid, and to give notice in said publication that 
the capital and interest of said bonds are to be paid to this Gov- 
ernment and to no other holder thereof whatever. 

Before this bill for the protection of the Indians had 
come up for discussion or had even emerged from the 
rooms of the Committee on Indian Affairs, Albert Pike, 
in letters to Toombs and R. W. Johnson, had pointed 
out most emphatically the military necessity of secur- 
ing*" the Indian country. His conviction was strong 
that the United States had no idea of permanently 
abandoning the same but would soon replace the reg- 
ular troops, it had withdrawn from thence, by volun- 
teers. Pike discussed the matter with N. Bart Pearce 
and the two agreed *'* that there was no time to lose and 
that something must be done forthwith to prevent the 

*'• Govcraor CUii of Texas, alio^ at this time dtv'ayed gre"' 'mtereW id 
Hw matter. On the liftMDih of May, he wrote to President Davi* th*t he wu 
CDDitituting Jtmn E. Htrrison, * man thoroughly ooOTenant with the whole 
■ubject, "the duly accredited agent of Tesai to convey" the Repoit of April aj, 
1I61 to RichnKmd [OHicial Recordi, fourth ter., vol. i, jii]. 

"* See letter from Pearee to Pmideot Davi*, May 13, tift [ibid., fint scr., 
vol iii, 576]. 
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possibility of Federal emissaries gaining a foothold 
among the great tribes; for, if they did gain such a 
foothold, their influence was likely to be very great, 

. especially among the Cherokees who might be regarded 
A as predisposed to favor them, they having many aboli- 

' tionists on their tribal rolls. Whether, at so early a 
date. Pike thought formal negotiation, as had been cus- 
tomary, the preferable method of procedure, we are 
not prepared to say, positively. Formal negotiation 
was scarcely consistent with the southern argument of 
Jackson's time or consonant with present state-rights 
doctrine. When writing**" to Johnson on the eleventh 
of May, Pike seems to have been thinking simply of 
Indian enlistment and of the use of white and red troops 
in the defense of the Indian country. At that date his 
own appointment"* as diplomatic agent for the nego- 
tiation of treaties of amity and alliance was certainly 
not prominently before him. He expressed himself to 
Johnson in such a way, indeed, as would lead us to 
suppose that the position he half expected to get, and 
did not altogether want, was that of commander of an 
Indian Department which he hoped would be created. 
For such a position Pike was not entirely unfitted. 
He had served in the Mexican War and had attained 
the rank of captain; but his tastes were certainly not 
what one would call military. He was a poet"* of 
acknowledged reputation and a lawyer of eminence. ' 
Arkansas had recognized him as one of her foremost 
citizens by sending him as her one and only dele- 

"' Offdal RfcortU, fourth itr., vol. i, J71-S74. 

^> Pike w«i appointed under authority of a resolution pwed by ConEre«, 
March s. >>6i- See Menage of President Davis, December la, tl&t [i*W, 
fourth Mr., vol. i, 785]. 

iM To-day he ii, perhaps, best kcMnn by his parody on "Dixie" and by hii ' 
vuguluhf beautiful and pathetic "Every Year" IPatmi, Roomc's edition, 
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gate to the Commercial Convention*** of Southern and 
Western States, held at Charleston, South Carolina, 
April, 1854. Just recently, at the time when the ques- 
tion of secession was before the people of Arkansas, he 
had issued a pamphlet, entitled, State or Province, 
Bond or Free, described by a contemporary as, "a most 
specious argument for secession, but a re-production of 
the political heresies, that thirty years ago called down 
on John C. Calhoun, the anathema maranatha of An- 
drew Jackson."*** To the men of his time, it seemed 
all the more astonishing that Albert Pike should take 
such a pronounced stand on the subject of state rights, 
not because he was a New Englander by birth, for there 
were many such in Arkansas and in the ranks of the se- 
cessionists, but because he was the author of that stirring 
poem against the idea of national disintegration, pub- 
lished some time before under the title of, "Dis- 
union."**' 

*** Stt Journal of Preterdingi, oa 373 of John* Hopkiiu DoiveniQr Civil 
War PunphleB. 

*** Bishop, Lojaitj on tkt Frontier, 148-151. 

'"The pMiu it printed entire ia Bithop'i Lvfotij on tk* Frontier, t49-t5a 
The fint two Minzat ue here given: 

DISUNION 
Ay, ihouti Ti* (he day of youi pride, 

Ye detpon and tyrants of earth; 
Tell your terfs the American name to deride, 

And to rattte their fetten in mirth. 
Ay, ahoutl for the league of the free 

Ii about to he shivered to duK, 
And the rent limhi to fall from the vigorou* tree. 
Shout I shout I for more firmly established, will be 
Your thrones and dominions beyond the blue sea. 
Laugh on I for such folly aupreme, 

Tlie world has yet never beheld; 
And age* to come will the history deem, 

A tale by antiquity twelled; 
For nothing that tine ha* upbuilt 

And set in the awiali of crime. 
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On the twentieth of May, Pike wrote"" again to 
Toombs and by that time he certainly knew**' of his 
commission to treat with the Indian tribes, but had 
apparently not received any very definite instructions 
as to the scope of his authority. One little passage in 
the letter brings out very clearly the essential fair- 
mindedness of the man, a marked characteristic in all *** 

So (lupid uul aenuIcM, m wrctdied in guilt, 

DtrkcDi lobcr tridirioo or rhyme. 
It vntt bt like the fable of EhlW fall, 
A bj-^ottd of neeiery and horror to all. 
*** Ofitiat Reeordj, fint icr., vol. iii, 5S0-JI1. 

**' Id * tetter to CtMnmiMioncr D. N. Cooley, under dete of February 17, 
iS6(, Pike Mid that Toonbi requeued him in May of 1I61 to viHt die Indian 
country u comminioner. 1 have not been able to find out whether Toooibi 
made his requeW in writing or verbally. The correipondeiwe of Toomb* re* 
cently edited by IT. B. Phillips doci not fumiih any additiooal informatwa on 
thi* poittL 

*** On one very important occaaioo, Albert Pike waa not ttrkily fair to the 
Indian*. That oocaiion was after the war when the United State* Indian 
Office waa endcavorins ta make a •etdement with the Cherokee* on the ban* of 
their adherence to the Coitfedetite cau*e. Pike was appealed 10 and threw 
the weight of bis influence against John Roea, but most unjuidy ■* it would 
aecm. The letter embodying hi* vient i* a narrative of the event* of iE<i ■* 
they happened in the Indian counliy under his scrutiny, and may a* well be 
ioMrted here in full. It is to be found in the Indian Office in a bundle la- 
beled, "Loyalty of John Ros*, Principal Chief of the Cherokees: Letter of 
Albert Pike (origiiul), Feb. 17, iStiti- and Ctpiei of levenil of Row* letter*- 
relative to hi* hyaltf in tgfit k i%6a, etc" 

5. Albert Pikt to the Comutusioner of Indian Affatri 

MiHPHi^ Tbnnesibe, iTtfa Februaiy 1866. 
Sr: I have received, to-day, a copy of the "Memorial" of the 
"Souihem Cherokee*," to the President, Senate and House of Representa- 
tive*, in reply to the Memorial of other Cherokees claiming to be "loyal." 
It is not for me to take any part in the controvert between the two 
porttoiM of the Cherokee People, nor have I any inurcet that could lead 
me to Me with one in preference to die other. Nor am I much in- 
clined, having none of the ri^ts of a Citizen, to offer to testify in any 
matter, when nQ' leitimoney may not be deemed worthy of credit, at 
that of one itoi yet restored to respectability and creditibiliQ' by a pardon. 
But, aa 1 know it to be contemptible a* well as false, for Mr. John 
Rot* and the "loyal" Memorialitt* to pretend that they did not voltin- 
taiily engage themselves by Treaty Sttpnlttiona to the Confederate 
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his dealings with the Indians, but at once his strength 

Sutn, and M you bave dedred mjr tntuuoDj, I have thit to lay, and I 
think DO niiD will be bold enough to deD; any part of iL 

Id May, iS6i, I wai requeited by Mr. Tomnbi, Sccntaiy of State of 
Ihc Confederate Stilct, to vi*it the Indian Country a> ConunlnioDer, 
and anute tlie Indian* of the friendthip of tboae Statea. The Conven- 
tion of the State of AHcantaf, anzioui to avoid hoitilitiet ivith the 
Cherofccei, a1*a applied to me to act ■• luch CofnnufrioiKr, I acoord- 
ingly proceeded to Fort Smith, where tmne five or aix Clierokeei called 
upoD Gmeral McCulloch and myielf, repmentiDg thoae of the Cheio- 
keet nbo ■yny>athized with the South, in order to atcertain whether the 
Confederate State* would protect them againtt Mr. Rom and the Pin 
Indian^ if they ifaould organize and take up anus for the South. We 
kamed that lome attempt* to rai«e ■ Seceuion fleg in the Chetokce 
Country on the Aikanaaa had been fnutrated by the menace of vblence; 
and thote who came to meet ui icpreaentcd the Pin Organizatiaa to be a 
Secret Society, eatabliihed by Evan Jonet, a Mimooary, and at tbe 
•ervice of Mr. Jofan Ro*^ for the purpoae of atx^itiofuiing the Chen>> 
kee* and puttmg out of the way all who ^nnpathized with tbe Soudiem 
State*. 

Tbe truth wai^ a* I afterward* learned with certainty, the Secret 
OrganiMtioo in queitioti, wboK memben for a time uied a* a roaA of 
their memberabip a pin in the front of the bunting ihirt, wa* really 
CMabliihed for the purpote of depriving the balf-breed* of all political 
power, though Mr. Ron, hinuelf a Scotchman and a McDonald by tbe 
father and the mother, wai ahrevrd enongh to u*e It for hi* own end*. 
At anf rate, it w» organized and in full operation, hmg before Secc*- 
*ion wa* thought of. 

General McCulloch and myKJf aanircd tboM who met it* at Pott 
Smith, diat they ihould be protected; and agreed to meet, at an early 
day then fixed, at Park Hill, where Mr. Rosa raided. Dpon that I tent 
B meiNnger with letter* to five or lis prominent member* of tbe Aiitt- 
Rom party, inviting them to meet me at tbe Creek Agency, two day* 
after the day on which General McCulloch and 1 were to meet ai Park 
HilL 

I did not expect to effect any arrat^ement with Mr. Ro**^ and my 
intcotioo waa to treat with the head* of tbe Southern party. Stand Watie 
and otben. 

When we met Mr, Ron at Park Hill, he refuaed to enter into any 
arrangement with the Confederate State*. He *aid that hi* intention 
wa* to maintain the neutrality of hit people; that tbey were a amall and 
weak people and would be ruined and deatroyed if they engaged in the 
war; and that it would be a cruel thing if we were to engage them in 
our quarrel. But, be (aid, all hi* iocereata and all hit feeling* were 
with uf, and be knew that hi* pet^le mij«t *hare the fate and fortune* 
of Arkanaaa. We told bim that the Cherokee* conid not be neutral. 
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and his weakness. He succeeded with the red man for 



We lued every irgumeiu in our power to chinge hi* detemunailoo, bat 
in vain; and finally General McCnlloch informed him that he would 
reject tlie neutrality of the Cheiokeet, aikd would not enter their 
Country widi Iroopi, or place troopi in it, unleu it (houlcl becnne necet- 
eaty in order to expd a Federal force, or to protect the Southern Chero- 
kee*. 

So we leparited. General McCulIoch kept his word, and no Coa- 
federate troopi ever were atadoned in or mandied into the Cherokee 
Countiy, until after the Federal troopt invaded it 

Before leaving the Nation I addreMed Mc. Ron a letter, which I 
afterwarda printed, and circulated among the Cfaer^ee people. In it I 
infmned him that the Confederate States would remam content with 
his pledge of neutrality, although be would find it imponible to main- 
tain that neutrality; that I ihould not again offer to treat with the 
Cherokee*, and that the Confederate State* would not caniider them- 
•clve* bcnuid by my proposition to pay the Cherokee* for the neutral 
land, if they ihould lose it in consequence of the war. I had no further 
ComnHinicatioa with Mr. Roe* until September. 

Meanwhile, he bad penuaded Opodi le Yahota, the Cieek leader, not 
to jmn the Southern States, and had lent delegate* to meet the Northern 
and other Indian* in Council near the Antelope Hilts, where they all 
agreed to be neutral The purpose waa^ to take advantage of the war 
between the States, and form a great independettt Indian Confedera- 
don-I defeated all that, by treating with die Creeks at the very time 
that their delegate* were at the Antelope Hill* in Council, 

When I bad treated with tbem and with the Choctaw* and Chicka- 
saw*, at the Nocth Fork of the Canadian, I went to the Seminole Agency 
and treated with the Seminole*. Then I wettt to the Wichita Agency, 
having previously invited the Reserve Indian* to return there, and in- 
vited the prairie Comanche* to meet me. After treating with these, I 
ivtumed by Fort Arinickle, and before reaching there, met a nephew of 
Mr. Ross, and a Captain [Kcid? nV] in the prairie, bearing « letter to 
me from Mr. Roe* and his CouiKil, with a copy of the resolution* of 
Council, and an invitatioo in pressing terms to repair to the Cherokee 
Country and enter into a Treaty. 

I consented, fixed a day for meeting the Cherokees, and wrote Mr. 
Ross to that effect, requesting him al*o to send messenger* to the Osage*, 
Quapaw*, Shawneei^ Senecai^ &c and invite tbem to meet roe at the 
same time. He did so, and at the time fixed I went to Park Hill, and 
there effected Treaties. 

When I first entered the Indien Country, in May, I bad as an escort 
one company of mounted men. I went in advance of them to Park Hill ; 
General McCulIoch went there without an eacort. At die Creek Agency 
1 sent the Cunpany bsck: I then remained without escort or gusrd, 
until I had made the Seminole Treaty, canning with my litde party and 
displaying the Confederate flag. When I went to the Wichita Countiy, 
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. the ver y same reason that he failed with the white, be- 

1 took an CMOR of Creeki aDd Scminoles. These I diacharged at Fort 

Aibudcle on my return, and went, accomftanied onEj by four younE roeii, 

througb the Creek Country to Fort Gibwo, refuuDg u e*cott of Crecki 

offered ine oo the way. 

'^ , Froni Fort Gibion right or Dine eoropaniea of Colonel Drew's Regi- 

\ , ment of Cherokees, chiefly full-bloods and Fini, escorted me to Pmtk 

^ Hill. Thb regiment was raised by order of the National Council, and 

its officer! appointed by Mr Ross, his nephew William P. Ross, Secretary 

of the Natton, being Lieut Colonel, and Thomas Peg^g, Prcndent of the 

Natioiwl Committee, being its Major. 

I citcampcd, with my little paity near the residence of the Chief, un- 
protected even by a guard, and with the Confederate flag flying. The 
terma of the Treaty were fully discussed and the Cherokee authorities 
dealt with me on equal terms. Mr. ]iAa Ross had met me as I was on 
my way to Park Hill, escorted by the Nitimal Regiment, and hid 
welcomed me to the Cherokee Nation, in an earnest and enthusiastic 
speech ; and seemed to me througliout to be acting in perfect good faith. 
I acted in the same way with him. 

After the tteuiea were signed, I presented Colonel Drew's Regiment 
a flag, and the chief in a speech exhorted them to be true to it: and 
afterwards, at his rtgattt, I virote the Cheroktt Dtelamtion tf IhiU-. 
ftndtiut which is printed with the Metnorial of the Southern Chero- 
kees. I no more doubted, then, that Mr. Ross' whole heart wis with 
die South, than that mine was. Evtn in May kt taid U Gtneral McCul- 
heh and my$tlf, thai if Northern tnopM invaded tht Cheretet Country, 
h* VMuld head the Cherokra and drift them back. "I have borne 
atmi" be said, "and though I am old I can do it again." 

At tbe time of the treaty there were about lune hundred Cherokee* 
of Colonel Drew's Regiment encamped near, and fed by me, and Colonel 
Watte, who had almost abaadoned the idea of raising ■ regiment, had 
a small body of men, not more, I thEnk, than eighty or ninety, at Table- 
quah. When the flag was presenttd. Col. Watie was present, and after 
the ceremony tbe chief shook hand* with him and expressed his warm 
desire for union and harmony in tbe Nation. 

Tbe gentlemen whom I hid invited to meet me in June at die 
Cred Agency did not do sol They were afraid of being murdered, 
they (lid, if they opndy ridcd with the South. In October they cen- 
sured me for treating with Mr. Ross, and were in an ill humour, saying 
Aat (be regiment was raised in order to be used to oppress them. 

The same day that the ChenAee Trea^ was signed, the Osages, 
Quapaws, Shawnees and Senecas signed treaties, >nd the next day they 
had a talk with Mr. Rocs at his residence, smoked the great pipe and 
renewed their alliance, being urged by him to be true to the Confed- 
erate States. 

I protest that 1 bdicved Mr. John Ross, at this time and for long 
after, to be a* sincerely devoted to the CoofederaiT a* I myself was. 
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cause he gave to the Indians the consideration and the 

He wu fruk, cfaeecful, earnest, and eTi<l«iitly believed that At iode- 
pcBdcDCc of the Confederate Staiet wa* an •ocaa4>liil»d fact I (twuld 
diiboaour him if I believed that be then dreamed of abandoDiiig the 
Coofcderacy or turning the arm* of the Cherokee* again** ut in cate of 

Before I left the Cherokee Couotry, part of the Creek*, uodcr. Opoth- 
)e-Yaholo left their home*, under arm* and threatened lioatilitie*. Mr. 
Ron, at mj rcqueit, invited the old Chief to meet him, and urged him 
to unite with the Canfcdcrate State*. Colonel Drew'* regiment wu 
ordered into the Creek CouDtijr, and afterward*, on the eve of the action 
at Bird Creek, abandoned Colonel Cooper, rather than fight againat 
their neighbour*. But after the actioi^ the regiment was again reor- 
gaiuzed Th« men were eager to figbt, the^ »*id, agiinat the Yankee*; 
but did not wi*b to fight their own brethren, the Creek*. 

When General Curd* eoiei«d North Weetem Aikanta*, in February 
itia, I eeiN order* from Port Smith to Colonel Drew to move toward* 
Evanivillc and receive order* from General McCullocb. Colonel Waiie** 
l^Legjinent wa* already under Genera) McCuUoch'* oommand. Colonel 
Drew** men moved in advance <rf Colonel Watie, with great alacrity, 
actd ihowcd no want of zeal at Pea Ridge. 

1 do not iaow that any ooe wa* tcilped at that place or in that ac- 
tion, except from informatioft. None of my officer* knew it at the ttine. 
I heard of it afterward*. I caimot lay to which regiment thoae belonged 
who did it But it bo* been publicly charged on •omc of the «amc men 
who afterward* abandoned tbe Confederate cauae and enlitting in the 
Federal Service were sent into Atkuua* to ravage it. 

After the action* at Pea Ridge and Elk Horn, the Regiment of 
Colonel Drew wu moved to the mouth of the Illinoii, where I wai able, 
after a tioie, to pay them $15 caih, the commutation for (is month** 
clothing, in Confederate money. Nothing more, owing to the wretched 
management of the Confederate government, wu ever paid them; and 
the clothing procured for them wa* plundered t^ the command* of Gcn- 
crali Price and Van Dom. Tbe consequence wa* that when Colonel 
Weer entered the Cherokee Countiy, the Pin Indiana joiited bim tn 

I had procured at Richmond, and paid Mr. Lewi* Ross, Treaaurer of 
the Cherokee Nation, about the first of March iS&i, in the Chief* hoote 
and in the Chief* presence, the money* agreed to be paid them by 
Treaty, being about $70,000 (I think) in coin, and among other *uiu* 
$150,000 in Confederate Treaiury note*, loaned tbe Nation by way of 
advance on the price expected to be paid for the Neutral land. Thi* 
sum had been promised in the Treaty at the earnest solicitation of Mr. 
Jirfin Ross; and it was generally understood that it wu desired for the 
special purpose of redeeming icrip of the Nation iaaued long before, and 
much of which was held by Mr. Ross and bis relative*. That such vmu 
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justice which were their due. This is the significant 

the cue, 1 do not knon. 1 odI; know thM the moiieyt were piid, uiil 
Alt I have the receipts for them, which, with othen, I iholl file in the 
ladUo Office. 

Id Ma^-, 1863, Lieut. Cohwet Wittiam P. Rom vitited my camp at 
Fort McCullocb, near Red River, and laid to me that "the Chief nould 
be gratified if he were to receive the appmntnwnt of Brigadier General 
in the Confederate Serrice. I did not aik faim if he wai authorized bj 
the Chief to iiy 10; but 1 did aik him if he were ture that the appoint- 
ment would gratify him; and being to aaaured, I pmmited to urge the 
appoiminem. 1 did to, more than ooce, but never received a leply. It 
WM not cuatomarj' with the Coafedetate War Department to exhibit 
U^ great winloai; and in leipect to the ladian Countrr it* conduct wm 
diagraceful. Unpaid, UDcbthed, uncared for, unihanked cvea, and their 
•ervicei unrecognited, it wa* natural the Cherokee* ihould abandon the 
Confederate flag. 

When Colonel Weer invaded Ihe Cherokee Country, Mr. Rota le- 
fuKd to have an interview with him, declariog that the Cherokee* would 
remain faithful to their engagement* with the Coofederate State*. There 
wa* not then a Confederate loidier in the Cherokee NatiMi, to overawe 
Mr. Row or Major Pegg or any other "loyal" Cherokee. Mr. Roei lent 
roe a copy of hi* letter to Colonel Weer, and I had it printed and *ent 
over Texa*, to show the people there that the Cherokee Chief wa* 
"loyal" to the Confederate State*. 

Afterward*, when Stand Walie'a Regiment and the Choctaw* were 
tent over the Aricanaaa into the Cherokee Country, and Mr. Rom cootid- 
ered his life in danger from hi* own people, in coUKquence of their 
ancient feud, be allowed hiroielf to be taken priiooer by tbe Federal 
troop*. At die time, I believed diat if white troop* bad been *ent to 
Park Hill, who would have protected him againct Watie** men, he would 
have remained at home and adhered to the Confederacy: for either he 
was true to bii obligatiom to the Confederate State*, voluntarily entered 
iUi^ - true at heart and in his innioM *oul, - or elte he is falier and more 
treachermi* than I can believe him to be. 

The simple truth is, Mr. Commiaiiaaer, that the "loyal" Cbeiokeet 
hated Stand Watie and the half-breed* and were hated by them. Tbqr 
were perfectly willing to kill and scalp Yankee*^ and when they were 
hired to change aide*, and twenty two hundred of diem were organized 
into regimenta in the Federal Service, they were ju*t u ready to kill ind 
scalp when employed against us in Aikansas. V# did n*/ pay and 
clothe dtem, and the United State* diJ. They scalped for thow who 
paid, for and clothed them. A* to "loyally" they had none at alt. 

I entered the Indian Country in May, and hft it in October. For 
five months I travelled and encamped in it, unprotected by white troops, 
ahme with the four young men, treating with die different tribe*. If 
there bad been any "loyalty" among the Indians, I could not have gone 
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passage from his letter to Toombs;™ 

■ mite io tafcty. Opoth-lc-Yabolo w» not "loyil." He feared the 
Mdntoihea, nha hid raited troop*, and who, be thought, meant to kill 
him for killing (heir father long year* before. He told me that he did 
not wish to 6gbt agiinat the Southern States, but only that the Indian* 
duMiId all act together. If Mr. Ron had treated with ui at first, alt the 
Creds would have done the tame. If Stand Walie snd hit party took 
9ne aide, John Ross and his party were sure, in the end, to take the 
other, tsptdatlf vihen Ihal other fnvtd itself the itrangtr. 

So far from the Wilie paRy overawing the party which upheld Mr. 
Ross, I knano it to be true that diey were afraid to acdrely cooperate 
with the Confederate States, to organize, to raise Secession fiagt, or even 
to meet me and consult with me. They feared that Colonel Drew's 
Regiment would be used to harrai* iheni, ind they never dreamed of 
forcing the authorities into a Treaty. 

After the action it Elkhom, murders wei« continually complained of 
by Coloneb Watic and Drew, and the Chief solicited me to place part 
of CoImkI Drew's Regiment at or near Park Hill, to protect the govern- 
ment and its records. I did so^ There never was a time when the 
"loyal" Chendccet had not the power to destroy the Southern ones. 

At to myself, I dealt fairly ind openly with all the Indiana. I used 
DO threats of force or compulsion, with any of them. The "loyal" 
Cherokeea joined us because they believed wc should succeed, and left 
us when they tiiought we should not. At their lequett I wrote their 
declaration of Independence and aoceptaikce of the ismiet of war; and if 
any men voluntarily, and with their eyes open, and of their own motion 
acceded to the Secession movement, it was John Rots and the people 
whom he controlled. I am, Sir, Very resw. Your obt Svt 

Albbst Pikb 
D. N. Cooley Esq, Commissioner of Ind. Aff. 

'*' In writing this letter. Pike most certainly addressed himself to Toooibt 
officially and with the idea in tiuud that he was holding his CMnmission nnder 
the Confederate State Department. That he was serving under that depart- 
ment and thit be did not get hit appointment until May seem scarcely to admit 
of a doubt, notwiAttanding the fact that Judafa P. Benjanun, Secretary of War 
later to the year, December [14?], tg6i, in reportiitg to Prcsidem Davis, could 
make the following statement: 

At the lirtt tesiion of the Congress an act was pasted providing for 
the tending of a conunittioDer to the Indian tribes north of Teiaa and 
west of Arkansas, with the view of making such arrangements for an 
alliance with and the protection (rf the Indiam at were rendered neces- 
sary by the disruption of the Uoion and our natural suocession to the 
right* and duties of the United States, to far as these Indians were 
concerned. The supervision of thit importaiK branch of adminlttrattve 
duly was confided to the State Department, t^ which Brig.-Gen. Albert 
Pike was selected as commisMooer. At a later period of the same tet- 
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I very much regret that I have not received distinct authority 
to give riie Indians guarantees of all thar legal and just ri^ts 
under treaties. It cannot be expected they will join us without 
them, and it would be very ungenerous, as well as unwise and ' 
useless, in me to ask them to do it. Why should they, if we \^ 
will not bind ourselves to give them what they hazard in giving 
us their rights under treaties? 

As you have told me to act at my discretion, and as I am not'x' 
directed not to give the guarantees, I shall give them, formal, 
full, and ample, by treaty, if the Indians will accept them and 
make treaties. General McCulloch will join me in this, and 
so, I hope and suppose, will Mr. Hubbard, and when we shall 
have done so wc shall, I am sure, not look in vain to you, at 
least, to affirm these guarantees and insist they shall be carried 
out in good faith. 

There was an implied doubt of Hubbard in Pike's 
reference to him and a single future declaration almost 
justified the doubt, notwithstanding the fact that 
Hubbard was supposed to have been chosen as commis- 
sioner of Indian affairs because of his "well known 
sympathy for the Indian tribes and the deep concern" 
he had ever ''manifested in their welfare." Hubbard's 



uoD a Bureau of Indiaii Affair* wu created by law aod attached to 
diia DepannwDt, charged with the manasniKat of our relatioa* with 
die lodiao tribe*. . . - Offinal RtCBrdi, fourth ser., vol. i, 793. 
Now, if Benjamin wa* correct ia hi* chionoloBy, the appointment of Pike 
mutt have antedated that of Hubbard, a very unlikely atate of affair* unlna, 
indeed, the Cmifedeiate govenuneDt from the itart, takii^ cognizance of die 
veiy advanced conditioD of the IndiaD* under ditcuMioo and of the very ex- 
treme delicBly of the ntuatioo, concluded it would be wixit to act upon the 
aatamptioa that the great tribes were independent enough to be dealt with al- 
moat a* foreign power* and *o left everythiog to the diacmioD of die State 
Departmoit 

In Novcinber, 18S1, the Providonal Coagrea* cooridered the adrisabiliq' 
of tranaferriDg the wh<de Indian Bureau to the Deparanetit of State [Journal, 
NoiTcmber 28, 1I61, voL i, 4S9]. The tranafer wa* probably uiggeited by the 
fact that the reladona to date of the Confederate State* with the Indians had 
been conducted altogether upon a baiii of diploinB<7. An added reatoa might 
have been, that the ordioaty bnainea* of the War Department was niffidcntly 
iMcrou* without tfae detail* of Indian complication* being made a part of iL 
Yet the tranafer wa* never made. 
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official position was that of Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs; but the unorganized character of the Confed- 
erate administration in early 1861 is well attested by 
the way Secretary Walker confounded the name and 
functions of that ofHce with those of an ordinary super- 
intendent. On the fourteenth of May, he addressed 
Hubbard as "Superintendent of Indian Affairs" and 
instructed him 

To proceed to the Creek Nation, and to make known to them, as 
well as to the rest of the tribes west of Arkansas and south of 
Kansas ... the earnest desire of the Confederate States to 
defend and protect them against the rapacious and avaricious 
designs of their and our enemies at the North. . . You will, 
in an especial manner, impress upon the Creek Nation and sur- 
rounding Indian tribes the imperious fact that they will doubt- 
less recognize, that the real design of the North and the Gov- 
ernment at Washington in regard to them has been and still is 
the same entertained and sought to be enforced against ourselves, 
and if suffered to be consummated, will terminate in the emanci- 
pation of their slaves and the robbery of their lands. To these 
nefarious ends all the schemes of the North have tended for 
many years past, as the Indian nations and tribes well know 
from the character and conduct of those emissaries who have 
been in their midst, preaching up abolition sentiments under the 
disguise of the holy religion of Christ, and denouncing slave- 
holders as abandoned by God and unfit associates for humanity 
on earth. 

You will be diligent to explain to them, under rtiese circum- 
stances, how their cause has become our cause, and themselves 
and ourselves stand inseparably associated in respect to national 
existence and property interests; and in view of this identifica- 
tion of cause and interests between them and ourselves, entailing 
a common destiny, give to them profound assurances that the 
Government of the Confederate States of America, now power- 
fully constituted through an immense league of sovereign polit- 
ical societies, great forces in the field, and abundant resources, 
will assume all the expense and responsibility of protecting them 
against all adversaries. . . 

Give them to understand, in this connection, that a brigadier- 
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mencral of character and cxperienoe has been assigned to the mil- 
itary district embracing die Indian Territories south of Kansas, 
with three regiments under his command, while in Texas an- 
other militaiy district has been formed. . . 

In addition to diese things, regarded of primary importance, 
you will, without coomiitting the Government to any especial 
conduct, express our serious anxiety to establish and enforce the 
ddits and annuities due to (hem from the Goyemment at Wash- 
ington, which otherwise they will never obtain, as that Govern- 
ment would, undoubtedly, sooner rob them of their lands, eman- 
cipate their slaves, and utterly exterminate diem, than render 
to them justice. Finally, communicate to them the abiding 
solicitude of the Confederate States of America to advance their 
condition in the direction of a proud political society, with a dis- 
tinctive civilization, and holding lands in severalty under well- 
defined laws, by forming them into a Territorial government; 
but you will give no assurance of State organization and inde- 
pendence, as they still require the strong arm of protecting 
power, and may probably always need our fostering care; and, 
so far as die agents of the late Government of the United States 
may be concerned, you will converse widi them, and such of 
them as are willing to act with you in the policy herein set forth 
you are authorized to substantiate in the employment of this 
Government at their present compensation. . .**" 

Hubbard's mission to the west was quite inde- 
pendent*** of Pike's, although both missions were un- 
doubtedly part of the one general plan of securing as 
quickly, as surely, and as easily as possible the friendly 
cooperation of the Indians. At about the same moment 
that they were devised, the Confederacy took yet an- 
other means of accomplishing the same object and one 
referred to in the letter of Secretary Walker just 
quoted. On the thirteenth of this same month of May, 
1861, it assigned Brigadier- general Ben McCulloch 

**" Oficial Rtttrdt, fint ter., vol. iii, 576-578. 

**> Hubbard's ill-health, however, Kem* to have made il incumbeDl npoa 
Kke to ■wame modi the larger thate of offidat tMpooMbility and practically 
to do Hwbbard'i work aa well *• hii own; that 11, to mudi of il aa wai not 
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"to the command of the district embracing the Indian 
Territory lying west of Arkansas and south of Kansas." 
McCulloch's orders*" were "to guard that Territory 
against invasion from Kansas or elsewhere," and, for 
the purpose, in addition to three regiments of white 
troops, "to engage, if possible, the service of any of the 
Indian tribes occupying the Territory referred to in 
numbers equal to two regiments." 

Hubbard's part in the prosecution of this great en- 
deavor may as well be disposed of first. It was of short 
duration and seemingly barren of direct results. Hub- 
bard was long in reaching the western boundary of Ar- 
kansas. On the way out he was seized with pneumonia 
and otherwise delayed by wind and weather. On the 
second of June he was still in Little Rock, apparently 
much more interested*** in the local simation in Arkan- 
sas than in the real object of his mission. His intention 
was to "go up the river to Fort Smith," June third. 
From that point, on the twelfth, he addressed the Chero- 
kee chief, John Ross, and the Confederate general, Ben 
McCuIloch. The letter was more particularly meant 
for the former. 

As Commissioner of Indian Aifairs of the Confederate States 
it was my intention to have called upon you and consulted as 
to the mutual interests of our pec^Ie. Sickness has put !t out of 
my power to travel, and those interests require immediate con- 
sideratimi, and therefore I have determined to write, and make 
what I think a plain statement of the case for your considera- 
tion, which I think stands thus: If we succeed in the South - 
succeed in this controversy, and I have no doubt of the fact, 
for we are daily gaining friends among the powers of Europe, 
and our people are arming widi unanimity scarcely ever seen in 
the world before - then your lands, your slaves, and your sep- 
*** Adjutant and Impector-GcDeral S. Cooper to McCuIloch, Maj ij, iKt 
[Ofitial RtMrdt, fint ter., vol. iii, 575-576]. 

n* Hubbard to Walker, June a, 1861 ^ibid^ 5*9-590]. 
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anxt nadonality are secured and made perpetual, and in Edition 
nearly all your debts are in Southern bonds, and these wc will 
also secure. If the North succeeds you will most certaioly lose 
all. First your slaves they will take from you ; that is one ob- 
ject of the war, to enable them to abolish slavery in such man- 
ner and at such time as they choose. Another, and perhaps the 
chief cause, is ta get upon your rich lands and settle their squat- 
ters, who do not like to settle in slave States. They will settle 
upon your lands as fast as they choose, and the Northern people 
will force their Government to allow it. It is true they will 
allow your people small reserves - they give chiefs pretty large 
CHICS -but they will settle among you, overshadow you, and 
totally destroy the power of your chiefs and your nationality, 
and then trade your people out of the residue of their lands. 
Go North among (he once powerful tribes of (hat country and 
see if you can find Indians living and enjcqring power and prop- 
erty and liberty as do your people and (he neighboring tribes 
from the South. If you can, then say I am a liar, and the 
Northern States have been better to the Indian than the South- 
em States. If you are obliged to admit the truth of what I 
say, then join us and preserve your people, their slaves, their vast 
possessions in land, and their nationality. 

Another ccuisideran'on b your debts, annuities. Sec., school 
funds due you. Nearly all arc in bonds of Southern States and . 
held by the Government at Washington, and these debts are 
nearly all forfeited already by die act of war made upon the 
States by that Government. These we will secure you beyond 
question if you join us. If you join the North (hey are forever 
forfeited, and you will have no right to believe that the North- 
em people would vote to pay you this forfeited debt. Admit 
that there may be some danger take which side you may, I think 
the danger tenfold greater to the Cherokee people if diey take 
sides against us than for us. Neutrality will scarcely be pos- 
sible. As long as your people retain their nati(»ial character 
your country cannot be abolitionized, and it is our interest there- 
fore that you should hold your possessions in perpetuity.*** 

The effect that such a communication as the forego- 



*■* 0$ciat Retordi, first Mr., vol. uil, 497-498 ; General File*, Chmkt*, 
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ing might well have had upon the Indians can scarcely 
be overestimated. Time out of number they had been 
over-reached in dealings financial. Only the year be- 
fore, bonds in which Indian trust funds were invested 
had been abstracted *** from the vaults of the Interior 
Department; and, for this cause and other causes, In- 
dian money had not been readily forthcoming for the 
much needed relief of Indian sufferers from the fearful 
drought that devastated Indian Territory, Kansas, and 
other parts of the great American desert in i860. 

Comment upon Hubbard*s letter from the standpoint 
.-of historical inaccuracy seems hardly necessary here. 
Suffice it to say that the distortion of facts and the shift- 
ing of responsibility for previous Indian wrongs from 
the shoulders of Southern States to those of a federal 
government made up entirely of northern states must 
have seemed preposterous in the extreme to the Indians. 
One can not help wondering how Hubbard dared to say 
such things to the Indian exiles from Southern States, 
and particularly to John Ross who like all of his tribe 
and of associated tribes was the victim of southern ag- 
gression and not in any sense whatsoever of northern. 

To Hubbard's gross amplification and even defiance 
of his instructions, also to his extravagant utterances 
touching the repudiation of debts and southern versus 
northern justice and generosity, Chief Ross replied,*" 

»»• Rhodea, 0^. (it., vol. Hi, »j7-»ig ; *\m Rtpurt of ibe 8et«« Committte W 
Inveitigatc the Abwractitm of Bonds Held by the Unired Suto Govemment 
in TniM for Indian Tribes, being Houu Rfffrl. 36th congren, second mmdd, 
no. 7S. Dole, b hit ^nmial Refort for igfi, p. 17, urged that the govcrnnient 
nuke the Joe* good » the lodiam and alto ippnipriite money "to meet the un- 
paid intemt on diote tniM boodi of the revolted State* yet in custody of the 
Secrettfy of the Interior." There ought never, either froin the standpoint of 
national faith or of that of political expedientr, to have been any hesitation in 
the matter. 

»"The entire letter Is to be found in Ofirial Rtcerdi, first ser, vol. xiil, 
♦98-4M; «'» in General Files, Cherokte, 1859-1865, Cjij. 
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by way of strong contrast, in terms dignified and con- 
vincing: 

It is not the province of the Cherokees to detenninc the char- 
acter of the conflia going on in the States. It is their duty to 
keep themselves, if possible, disentangled, and afford no grounds 
to either party to interfere with their rights. The obligations 
of every character, pecuniary and otherwise, which existed prior 
to the present state of affairs between the Cherokee Natitm and 
the Government are equally valid now as then. If the Govern- 
ment owe us, I do not believe it will repudiate its debts. If 
States embraced in the Qmfederacy owe us, I do not believe 
they will repudiate their debts. I consider our annuity safe in 
any contingency. 

A comparison of Northern and Southern philanthroi^, as 
illustrated in their dealings toward the Indians within their re- 
spective limits, would not affect the merits of the question now 
under ctHisideration, which is simply one of duty under existing 
circumstances. I therefore pass it over, merely remarking that 
the "settled policy" of former years was a favorite policy with 
both sections when extended to the acquisition of Indian lands, 
and that but few Indians now press dieir feet upon the banks of 
either the Ohio or the Tennessee. . . 
Judging from all the instructions thatSecretary Walk- 
er sent out on Indian matters in May of 1861, it would 
seem that he had very much at heart the enlistment of 
the Indians and their actual participation in the war. 
Mention has already been made of how General Mc- 
CuIIoch was told by Adjutant- general Cooper to add, 
if possible, two Indian regiments to his brigade and of 
how Walker had written Hubbard urging him to per- 
suade the Indians to join forces and raising the number 
of Indian regiments desired from two to three. In a 
similar strain Walker wrote**' to Douglas H. Cooper 

**^ WAa DtPAXTMENT, C.S. AkmT, MoHTOOHEKr, May IJ, igfil. 

Majok Dougub H. Coopek, Chocuw Niiion: 

Sir: Tbe dctite of tbla Goveirmwiu i* to cultivate the mott frimdijr 
relatioDi and the cloaett alliioce with the Choctaw Natioa and all die 
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on the occasion of definitely asking him to give his ser- 
vices to the South. In all these letters no special stress 
was laid upon an intention to use the Indians as home 
guards exclusively. On the contrary, one might easily 
draw, from the letters, a quite opposite inference and 

Indian tribes weiC of Arkanaia and toulh of Kama*. ApprtciatinK 
your lyinpathin with (hcK tiibn, and their reciproctl regard for ;ou, 
Tfe have thought it adviaahle to cnltit your lervicn in the line of tbi> 
detire. From iafoniution in pouenion of the Government it ii deemed 
CEpedient to talcc mcaaarei to lecure the proiectiMi of theM tribe* b 
their preacnt country from the ■grarian rapacity of the North, that, un- 
les* oppoted, roust soon drive them from their iMmes and lupplaiu them 
in their pouenioni, aa, indeed, would hare been the caie with the en- 
tire South but for our preteot cfort* at Tesiataoce. It it well known 
that with these unjust designs against the Indian country Che Northern 
tnovcment for several years has had its emissaries scheming among the 
tribes for their ultimate destruction. Their destiny ha* thus become our 
own, and comnion with that of all the Southern Stales entering this 
Coofederatioo. 

Entertaining dwse views and feelings, and with these objects before 
us, we have commissioned General Ben. McCulloch, with three regi- 
ments under his command, from the Slates of Arkansas, Texas, and 
Louiuana, to take charge of the military district embracing the Indian 
country, and I now empower you to raise among the Choctaws and 
Qiickasaws a mounttd regiment, to be commanded by yourself, in co- 
operation with General McCulloch. It is designed also to raise two 
other similar regiments among the Creeks, Cherokees, Seminoles, and 
other friendly tribe* for the same purpose. This cond>incd force of six 
regiraents will be ample to secure the frontiers upon Kansas and the in- 
terests of the Indians, while to the south of the Red River three fer- 
ments from Texas, under a diSerent command, have been already as- 
signed to At Rio Grande and western border. 

It will thus appear, I trust, that the resources of this Government are 
adequate to its ends, and assured to tbe friendly Indians. We hare our 
agents actively engaged in the manufacture of ammunition and in the 
purchase of arms, and when your regiment has been reported organised 
in ten companies, ranging from 64 to too men each, and enrolled for 
twelve months, if possible, it will be received into the Confederate 
service, and supplied with amt* tnd ammunition. Such will be the 
coune pursued also in relation to the two other regiments I have tn- 

Tbe aims we are purchasing for the Indians are rifles, and tbey will 
be forwarded to Fort Smith. Respectfull}-, 

L. P. Walkes, Secretary of War. 
Official RenrtU, first ser., vol. lii, 574-575. 
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conclude that the Indian troops, if raised, were to be 
used very generally and exactly as any other volunteers 
might be used. This is important in view of the stand, 
and a very positive one it was, that Albert Pike took 
some time afterwards. In his own letter "' to Johnson 
of May II, 1861, he does not specifically say that the 
Indian soldiers, whose mustering he has in contempla- 
tion, are not to be used outside of the Indian country; 
but he does insist that that country be occupied by them 
and by a certain number of white regiments-another 
important point as subsequent events will divulge. 

General McCuUoch took up his part of the task of 
securing the Indians in his own characteristic way. He 
had great energy and great enthusiasm and both qual- 
ities were displayed to the fullest extent on the present 
occasion. He first laid his plans for taking possession 
forthwith of the Indian country, it having come to his 
knowledge that Colonel Emory with the Federal forces 
had abandoned it.*" Apparently, it had never occurred 
to McCulloch that the Indians themselves might be 
averse to such a proceeding on his part but he was soon 
made aware of it; for when he consulted"" with John 
Ross, he found, to his discomfiture and deep chagrin, 
that the desire and the determination of this greatest of 
all the Indians was to remain strictly neutral. On the 
twelfth of June, McCulloch still further communicat- 
ed'" with Ross and informed him that he would respect 
his wishes in so far as expediency justified but that he 
would have to insist upon the inherent right of the in- 
dividual Cherokees to organize themselves into a force 

**■ Ofidal Recerdt, fint ler., vol. iii, ;7a-S74. 
"• — Hirf., j8j. 

>*° See McCulloch to Witkcr, May iS, 1861, ibid., 587; aba same to ume, 
June 13, i86t, iiid., 590-59i. 

Ml — liUI., 59I-J93; iIm vol. xiii, 49J. 
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of Home Guards should they feel so inclined. Then 
he closed his letter by this note of warning : 

Should a body of oien march into your Territory fr<Mn the 
North, or if I have an intimation that a body is in line of march 
for the Territory from that quarter, I must assure you that I 
will at once advance into your country, if I deem it advisable. 

Once again the forbearance of Chief Ross had been 
put to a severe test, but he none the less replied to Mc- 
Culloch with his customary dignity. Ross was then at 
Park Hill, McCulloch at Fort Smith, where he had 
halted hoping that the permission would be forthcom- 
ing for him to cross the line. Ross's reply *** came by 
return mail, so to speak, and was dated the seventeenth. 
It was largely a reiteration of the reasons he had al- 
ready given for preserving neutrality, but it was also 
a positive refusal to allow the individual Cherokees to 
organize a Jlome .Guard. The concluding paragraph 
gives the lie direct to those intriguing and self-inter- 
ested politicians who, in later years, endeavored to im- 
pugn Ross's sincerity: 

Your demand that those pe(q>le of the nation who are in 
favor of joining the Confederacy be allowed to organize into 
military companies as Home Guards, for the purpose of defend- 
ing themselves in case of invasion from the North, is most re- 
spectfully declined. I cannot give my consent to any such or- 
ganization for very obvious reasons; First, it would be a pal- 
pable violation of my position as a neutral; second, it would 
place in our midst organized companies not authorized by our 
laws but in violation of treaty, and who would soon become 
efficient instruments in stirring up domestic Strife and creating 
internal difficulties among the Cherokee people. As in this 
connection you have misapprehended a remark made in conver- 
sation at our interview some cig^t or ten days ago, t hope you 
will allow me to repeat what I did say. I informed you that I 
*" General Files, Chtroht, 1859-186$, €515 ; Ofidat RtctrtU, first scr., vd. 
iii, s?S-S97 «nd vol. xiii, «S-497- 
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had taken a neutral position, and would maintain it honestly, 

but that in case of a foreign invasion, old as I am, I would assist 

in repelling it . . 

It will develop later how Ross's wishes with respect 
to the enrollment of Home Guards were successfully 
and adroitly circumvented, with the connivance of Gen- 
eral McCulIoch, by men of the Ridge faction in Cher- 
okee politics. From the beginning, McCulloch seemed ' 
determined not to take Ross seriously, yet he duly in- 
formed Secretary Walker of the turn events were tak- 
ing. On the twelfth of June, for instance, he wrote"* 
to him and gave an account of his recent interview with 
the Cherokee chief. It was rather a misleading ac- 
count, however; for it conveyed to Walker the idea that 
Ross was only waiting for provocation from the North 
to throw in his lot with the Confederacy. On the twen- 
ty-second of June, McCuUoch wrote *** to Walker again 

**» Oficial Rtcordi, fitit »ti^ vol. iii, 190-591. 

*** HtADOUAKTBSS MCCULLOCH'S BUGAM, 

Port Smith, Atfc., June m, 1S61. 
HOM. L. F. WALDI, Secrdiry of War: 

Sir: I have the hooor to trtuiHiiit the iDcloeed copy of • conunuaici- . 
lioD from John Ross, the principal chief of the Cherokee Nation. 

Under all the circumMancM of the ca*e I do not think it advitable 
to march into the Cherolcee cotuury at thu time imleM there ii Bonie 
urgent necenlty for it. If the viewi expressed in ray ctmimunication to 
jou of the 14th initint iie carried out, it nill, I am wtiified, force the con- 
vktiofi on the Cherokee* that tbey hare but one coune to puraue-thai 
it, to join the Confederal. The Choctaw and Chickasaw legimcnt will 
be kept on tlwMMtb of diem; Arfcamu will be to the eaM; and with roj 
force on the weatem border of Minouri no force will be able to march 
into the Cbendcec Nation, and suiroundcd h they will be by Southern 
troop*, they will have hut one altcmitive at all event*. From my pou- 
tjoo to the north of them, in any event, I will have a oootroHing power 
over them, I am aaliified from n^ interview with Ji^ Roe* and from 
bia cocnmtmicatioa that be la only wailing for *ame favorable oppor- 
tunity to put hinuelf with the North. Hi* neutrality \t only a pretest 
to await the inue of cvcnti. 

I have the honcH' to be, sir, your obedient Bcrvant, 

Beh. McCulloch, Brigadier-General Commanding. 
Ofieial Reardi, first scr., vol iii, 595-596. 
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and to the same effect as far as his belief that Ross was 
not sincere in his professions of neutrality was con- 
cerned, even though, in the interval between the two 
letters, he had been carefully corrected by Ross himself 
and even though he was, at the very time, sending on to 
Richmond, the correspondence that denied the truth of 
his own statement He did, however, add that his be- 
lief now was that Ross was awaiting a favorable mo- 
ment to join forces with the North. 

Albert Pike, special commissioner from the State 
Department of the Confederate States to the Indian 
tribes west of Arkansas, had accompanied General Mc- 
Culloch on his visit to Ross, the latter part of May, 
and had been present at the resulting interview. He 
had told'** Toombs that he would leave Little Rock 
for Fort Smith the twenty-second and go at once*" to 
the Cherokee country. At Fort Smith, Pike met Mc- 
Culloch and the two, seeking the same object, agreed 
to go forward together,*** having already been ap- 
proached by an anti-Ross element of the Cherokee Na- 
tion."* Ross, as has been shown, insisted upon main- 
taining an attitude of strict neutrality, which probably 
did not surprise his interviewers, since, according to 
Pike's own testimony, he and McCulloch had not gone 
to Park Hill expecting to be able to effect any arrange- 
ment with Chief Ross.*" Ross, however, did go so far 

**' See Pike to Tooratw, Miy 10, iSfii [Official Rtrardi, fint ler., vol tit, 
5«o-s>.]. 

*** Od the twenty-Duith of May, Pike wrote to Toombi igaiD and informed 
him Ibil be wai leaving for Tahleqnth that vety roorning \iHJ^ fourth ter., 
vol i, SJ9]. 

**' Sec McCallocb to Walker, May 2I, iS&i [tbid., fini ter., vol. iit. jl?- 
588]. 

***5ee Pike «> Cooley, Febraaiy 17, i86£ nndiin OiBce, Mitetllammu 
Filti]. 
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as to promise "" that within a short while he would call 
a meeting of the Cherokee Executive Council and con- 
fer with it further on the policy to be pursued. Ross 
doubtless felt that it was a part of political wisdom to 
do this. His was an exceedingly difficult position ; for, 
within the nation, there was a large element in favor of ' 
secession. It was a minority party, it is true; but, none 
the less, it represented for the most part, the intelligence 
and the property and the influence of the tribe. Op-/ 
posed to it and in favor of neutrality, was the large ma- 
jority, not nearly so influential because made up of the 
full-bloods and of those otherwise poverty-stricken and 
obscure. In the light of previous tribal discords, the 
minority party was the old Ridge, or Treaty, Party, 
now headed by Stand Watie and E. C. Boudinot, while 
the majority party was the Ross, or Non-treaty Party. 
Ross himself, his nephew, William P. Ross, and a few 
others were the great exceptions to the foregoing char- 
acterization of their following. Of sturdy Scou:h ex- 
traction and honest to the core, they personally stood 
out in strong contrast to the rank and file of the non- 
secessionists and it was they who so guided public sen- 
timent that John Ross had the nation back of him when, 
on May 17, 1861, he issued his memorable Proclama- 
tion of Neutrality : *** 

Proclamation to the Cherokee people i 

Owing to the momentous state of affairs pending among riie 
people of the several States, I, John Ross, Principal Chief, 
hereby issue this my proclamation to the people of the Cherokee 
Nation, reminding them of the obligations arising under their 
treaties with (he United States, and ui^ng them to the faithful 

*M McCuUoch M Walker, June ti, 1I61 [O0idal Rrnrdi, first ter., vol. 
«i, 591]. 

'^* Ofieial Rtnrdi, fint ler., voL siii, ^^^'jo. 
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observance of said treaties by the maintenance of peace and 
friendship toward the people of all (he States. 

The better to obtain these important ends, I earnestly impress 
upcHi all my fellow-citizens the propriety of attending to their 
ordinary avocations and abstaining from unpnrfitable discussions 
of events transpiring in the States and from partisan demonstra- 
tions in regard to the same. 

They should not be alarmeil by false reports thrown into ax- 
culatimi by designing men, but cultivate harmony among them- 
selves and observe in grxid faith strict neutrality between the 
States threatening civil war. By these means alone can the 
Cherokee people hope to maintain their rights unimpaired and to 
have their own soil and firesides spared from the baleful effects 
of a devastating war. There has been no declaration of war 
between the opposing parties, and the conflict may yet be averted 
by compromise or a peaceful separation. 

The peculiar circumstances of their condition admonish the 
Chcrokees to the exercise of prudence in regard to a sute of 
affairs to the existence of which they have in no way contrib- 
uted ; and they should avoid the performance of any aa or die 
adopticHi of any policy calculated to destroy or endanger their 
territorial and civil rights. By honest adherence to thk course 
diey can give no just cause for aggression or invasion nor any 
pretext for making their country the scene of military opera- 
tions, and will be in a situation to claim and retain all their 
rights in the final adjustment that will take place between the 
several States. For these reasons I earnestly impress upon the 
Cherokee people the importance of non-interference in the affairs 
of the pe(q>le of the States and the observance of unswerving 
neutrality between them. 

Trusting that God will not only keep from our own borders 
tfie desolations of war, but that He will in infinite mercy and 
power stay its ravages among the brotherhood of States. 

Given under my hand at the executive office at Park Hill 
this 17th day of May, 1861. 

Jno. Ross, Principal Chief Cherokee Nation. 

The discretion of the Cherokees, their wily diplo- 
macy if, under the circumstances, you should please to 
call it such, was more than counterbalanced by the in- 
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discretion and the impetuosity of some of their neigh- 
bors. It has already been noted how the Chtckasaws 
expressed their southern sympathies in the legislative 
resolves*"* of the twenty-fifth of May, but not as yet 
how the Choctaws took an equally strong stand. Both 
tribes were so very pronounced in their show of affec- 
tion for the Confederacy that they gave a secessionist 
color to the whole of the Indian Territory, so much so, 
in fact, that Lieutenant-colonel Hyams could report*^ 
to Governor Moore of Louisiana, on the twenty-eighth 
of May, and upon information given him by some In- 
dian agent 

. . . That the nations on the borders of this State (Ar- 
kansas) arc anxious and desirous to be armed ; that they can and 
will muster into the service 25,000 men; that they have inunense 
supplies of beeves, sufficient to supply the meat for the whole 
Confederate service. All they ask is arms and enroIlmenL If 
within your power to forward their views with the President, 
it would be a great step in the right directiMi, and erect a more 
effectual barrier against the Kansas marauders than any force 
that could be sent against them, and thereby protect the northern 
boundary of both Arkansas and Louisiana. The reasons why 
every effort should be made to arm these people (now heart and 
soul with us) to defend themselves and us are 50 palpable, that I 
do not attempt to urge them upon you, but do solicit your at- 
tention, so far as b cmnpadble with your high position, to this 
matter, to impress its importance on the President, and use your 
well-known influence to effect this much desirable result. . . 

General McCulloch, in a letter*" also of the twenty- 
eighth of May, more particularly specified the tribes 
that were friendly to the South, but he too mentioned 
some of them, the Choctaw and the Chickasaw, as 
"anxious to join the Southern Confederacy." It should 
not be a matter of surprise then to find that on the four- 

**' 0$cial Rtnrds, first Mr., vol. iii, 585-587. 
*»*-~tbid., 589. 
M« — tbid., 587. 



Digitized by Google 



156 The Indian as Slaveholder and Secessionist 

teenth of June, George Hudson, principal chief of the ' 
Choctaw Nation, acting in accordance with the will of 
the General Council, which had met four days before, 
publicly declared *" the Choctaw Nation, "free and in- 
dependent." The chief's proclamation was, in effect, a 
conscription act and provided for the enrollment, for 
military service in the interests of the Confederacy, of 
all competent males between the ages of eighteen and 
forty-five years. The General Council had authorized 
this and had further arranged for the appointment of 
commissioners "to negotiate a treaty of alliance and 
amity" with the Confederate States. 

Under such conditions, the work of Albert Pike must 
have seemed all plain sailing when once he was safely 
beyond the Cherokee limits; but his efforts,"' vain 
though they were, to persuade that tribe into an alliance 
did not end"' with the first recorded interview with 
Ross. He kept up his intercourse with the Ridge fac- 
tion; but finally decided that as far as Ross and the na- 
tion as a whole were concerned it would be best to await 
the issue of events. It was only too apparent to all the 
southern agents and commissioners that Ross would 
never yield Jiis opinion unless compelled thereto by one 
of three things or a combination of any or all of them. 
The three things were, pressure from within the tribe; 
some extraordinary display of Confederate strength 
that would presage ultimate success for southern arms; 
and encroachment by the Federals. It was the com- 

»m_/Wj/., 59J-J9+. 

*•• See Albert Pike to John Ron, June 6, 1861 ipd Jotta Ron to Albert 
Pike, Jwlj I, iStii in Gcaeral Filet, CHeniet, rSsfhiSds, €$15. 

**' It would appeir tbit, failing with Joho Ron, Pike tried to negotiate 
with the disaffected Chendteei under the control of Stand Watie, Boudioot, and 
otben. See 0$ce Letter to Preiident Johnton, February ij, ii66. Pike bim- 
lelf *aji that he invited (ome of tkete men to meet Idm at the Creek Agency. 
See Pike to Coole;, Pebruafy 17, iStfi. 
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bination that eventually won the day. Pike, mean- 
while, had passed on to the Creek country. 

At the North Fork Village, in the Creek country, the 
work of negotiating Indian treaties in the interests of 
the Confederacy really began and it did not end until 
a rather long series of them had been concluded. The 
series consisted of nine main treaties'" and the nine 
group themselves into three distinct classes. The basis 
of classification is the relative strength or power of the 
tribe, or better, the degree of concession which the Con- 
federacy, on account of that strength or that power or 
under stress of its own dire needs, felt itself obliged to 
make. This is the list as classified: 
FIRST CLASS 

1. Creek, negotiated at North Fork, Creek Narion, July *•• 10, 
1861 

2. Choctaw and Chickasaw, negoriated at North Fork, July 
12, 1861 

3. Seminole, n^otiated at the Seminole Council House, Au- 
gust I, 1861 

4. Cherokee, negotiated at Tahlequah, Chreokee Narion, Oc- 
tober 7, 1861 

SECOND CLASS 

1. Os^e, negotiated at Park Hill, Cherokee Nation, October 
2, 1861 

2. Seneca and Shawnee, negotiated at Park Hill, October 4, 
1861 

3. Qu^aw, negotiated at Park HQl, October 4, 1861 



"» The text of the treatiet it to be fouod io the CenftdtroU Slalutei uid 
■1m in Ofieiai Rtnrdt, fourth kt., vol. i, u follow*: 
Creek Treaty, 436-44} Comuicfae Treaty, 548-5J4 

Choaavt and Chickaiaw Treaty, 445- Otage Treaty, 616-6^6 

4M Seneca and Shawnee Treaty, t>^f-ii% 

Seminole Treaty, sij-ja? Quapaw Treaty, 659-666 

Wkhiu Treaty, 543-54S Cherokee Treaty, 669-6S7 

)*• Although the Creek Treaty waa negotiated July tenth and wa* the fim 
to be DCgotiated, Dole w«i ignorant of it* exitteoce aa late a* October iccmkI 
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THIRD CLASS 

1. Wichita, etc., n^oti'ated at the Wichita Agencf near the 
FalK Washita River, August 13, t86l 

2. Comanche, n^otiated at the Wichita Agency, August 12, 
1861 

Although all the treaties, made in 1861 by Albert 
Pike, were negotiated under authority*" of the Act of 
the Provisional Congress of the Confederate States, ap- 
proved May 21, 1861, by which the Confederacy of- 
fered and agreed to accept the protectorate of the In- 
dian tribes west of Arkansas and Missouri, only those 
made with the great tribes contained a statement,**' 
definitely showing that the protectorate had been for- 
mally ofTered, formally accepted and formally assumed. 
Thus, in a very unequivocal way, Creeks, Choctaws, 
Chickasaws, Seminoles, and Cherokees, all signified*** 
their willingness to transfer their allegiance from^the 
United to the Confederate States. The smaller tribes 
seem not to have been asked to make the same conces- 
sion and their nationality was, in no sense, recognized. 
They acted more or less under duress or compulsion, 
and the very negotiation of treaties with them was taken 
as a full compliance with the confederate scheme. 

The nationality of the great tribes, or more properly 
speaking, their political importance, was still further 

[Rtforl, itfit, 39], which txAj goe* to prove bow veiy •Ucht wu the Federal 
cnnniunicitioa with Indian Territory through all that critical time. 
**" Pretident Davi*, in hi* meMage of December la, 1S61, taid, 
Coniidering this act at ■ declaradDo 1^ Coogrem of our future policy 
in relation to thow Indian*, a copy of that act wai trammitted to the 
coramintoiier and he wat directed to coauder it u hii inKruaioo* in 
the contemplated negotiatioiL [Richardnn, Matagei and Paftr$ •/ 
th* Cnnftderacy, vol. i, 149; Oficial Rtnrdt, fourth ter., vol. i, 7S5.] 
**> All the Ireaiici of the Firtt Clau CMitain a Prtamblf, lacking in the 
oihett, which tpectfically outline* the auumption of the protectorate, in addi- 
doR, duMC lame tteatie* have a qicciil cUuk accepting the full force of die 
Act of May twen^-fim. 

All reference* to tbcte treatiet, udIcm otherwiK noted, will be page refer- 
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recognized by clauses guaranteeing territorial and po- 
litJEaLint^firity,*" representation by delegates"* in the 

coca to the treUM* u found io the StahiUi at Lttrg§ of the ProriiioDal Gov- 
enuuent of the Coofcdeiate State* of America. 

»■ See Creek Treaty, Artida n and IV, pp. aS9, 190; Choctaw and Chick- 
aaaw Treatjr, Aitide* 11 and vu, pp. 31*, 311; Semioole Treaty, Articlet u and 
W, pp. Sl»i 333 : Cherokee Treaty, Article* n and V, pp. 395, jjS. 

»MA«TICL« vm (Creek Treaty). The Confederate States of America 
do ber^ aolemnly agree and bind tfacmMlvca that no State or Territory 
*ha11 ever pat* law* for the gorenimeiit of die Creek Nation; and that 
DO portion of die country hereby guaranteed to it thai] ever be em- 
braced or included within or aaneKed 10 aiqr TerritiHy or Prorinoe ; nor 
•ball any attempt ever be made, except upon the free, viduntaiy and un- 
iolidted applicatiMi of the aaid nation, to erect the laid country, by it' 
•elf vt with any other, intn a State or any other territorial or political 
organiiatiai^ or to incorporate it into any State previouily created [p. 
J91]. 

Compare with limilar article* in the other treadea; viz., Artick x of the 
Choctaw and Chidataw, p. J14; Article vm of the Seminole, p. 334; Article 
viu of the Cherokee, p. 397; Articlei vm and xzn of the Oaage, pp. 3<4, 367; 
Arddea vin and zix of the Seneca and Shawnee, pp. 376, 377; Article vn of 
the Quapaw, p. 317. 

•"AancLB XL (Creek Treaty). In order to enable the CxtA. and 
Seminole Nation* to daim their right* and iecure their inieieati widuut 
the intervention of counMl or ageitt*, and a* they were ori|^ally one 
and tbe lame people and are now entitled to re*ide in the country of 
each odwr, they (ball be joindy entitled to a delegate to the Houie of 
Repreaeniadve* of the Confederate State* of America, who ihall lerve 
for the term of two yean, and be a member of one of the uid natioo*, 
over twenty-one year* of age, and labouring under no legal diiabili^ 
by the law of either nation; and each delegate ihill be entitled to the 
•atne righli and privilege* ai may be enjoyed by delegate* from any 
lerriioriei of the Confederate State* to the taid Houae of Repreaentadvca. 
Each ahall receive luch pay and mileage aa ihal] be fixed by the Con- 
gre** of tbe Confederate State*. The firtt election for delegate ihall be 
held at luch time and place*, and be conducted in audi manner t* iltall 
be prcicribed by the agent of the Confederate State*, to whom return* 
of nich election •hall be made, and he diill declare the penon having 
the greatttt number of vote* to be duly elected, and give him a certifi- 
cate of election accordingly, which (ball entitle him to bt* >eat Foe all 
(ubiequent elecdont, the dme*, place*, and manner of hddbg them and 
aicertaining and certifying the reault *hal] be pre*cribed by law of the 
Confederate State* [p. agy]. 
Compare with Artide xxvii of Choctaw and Chidcaaaw Treaty [p. jiS], the 
chief pmnt of difference between tbe two being iha^ in dte latter ticaty dte 
ddegate to which tbe two tribet^ parties to tbe treaty, were entitled jointly. 
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Confederate Congress, and the prospect*** of ultimate 
'statehood. The guarantee of territorial integrity was, 

nu to be elected from them «lt«maielr. The Cfaocttw aad Cbidcuaw Treatj 
alw ttipuUted tbtt the delegate wat to be a member hj birth or blood «n 
eidier the father'i or the mother'* Ndc. The correipoodinfc prorUion ia the 
Cherokee Tiea^, Article zuv [pp. 401-404], laid that the delegate thould be a 
aadve bom cttiieD. The Seminole arraDgenwot, Article nccvu [p. 339], naa, 
aa might be expected, aactly the aame at the Creek. 

*»The Chocnw and Cbickaaaw Treaty waa the 011I7 ooe that developed 
thia idea. We might preaume that the Creek* were even oppoeed to it Thi* 
ia how It appean in Article* zzvm, xxsc, and xxx, of the Choctaw and Chick* 
aiaw Treior[pp- Ji!-3«9]: 

AjtncLB XZTHL In GDD*ider*tioD of the tmiferm loyalQ' and good 
faith, and the tried friendihip for the people of the Confederate Sute*, 
of the Choctaw and Cbickaaaw pec^le, and of their fitneH and capacity 
for aelf-govenuneot, proven by the eitablidmieiit and nicceaaful mam- 
teoance, by each, of a regularly organized republican govemment, with 
all the forma and aafe-guard* to which the pet^le of the Coofederate 
State* are aecuitomed, it i* hereby agreed by the Confederate Staiei, 
that whenever and ao (oon a* the people of each nation *hall, by ordi- 
nance of a oonvcDtioa of delegate*, duly elected by majoritie* of the 
legal voter*, at an election regularly held after due and ample notice, 
in punuance of an act of the Legiilature of each, req>ectively, declare 
ita detire to bectmie a Stale of the Confederacy, the whole Choctaw and 
Chiiia*aw country, a* above defined, *hall be received and admitted 
into the Confederacy aa one of the Confederate State*, on equal tenna, 
In all reapecta^ widi the original State*, without regard to population; 
and all the member* of the Choctaw and Cbickaaaw Nation* ihall 
thereby become dtixen* of the Confederate State*, not including, how- 
ever, among tuch membera, the individual* of the band* aettled in the 
leaaed diitrict afortMid. 

Pnviifd, That, a* a condition precedent to *uch admi**iafi, the «aid 
nation* ifaall provide for the turvey of their land*, the holding in *ev 
eralty of part* diercof by dieir people, the dedication of at least one 
aecdon m every thirty-*ix to purpoae* of education, and the aale of nich 
portioD* ai are not reserved for ihcie, or other ipecial purpose*, to dti- 
len* of the Confederate State* alotic, on lucfa term* as the (aid nation 
shall tee fit to fix, not intended or calculated to prevent the »ale thereof, 
AancLB zzo. The proceed* of such sale* shall belong entirely to 
member* of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, and be distributed 
among them or loveated for them in proportion to the whole population 
of each, in tuch manner as the Legislature* of said nations shall pro- 
vide; aot shall any odier periocw ever have any interest in the annuitie* 
or funda of either the Choctaw or Cbickaaaw people, nor any power to 
legitlate m regard thereto. 

Akticlb XXZ. Whenever the dedre of the Creek and Seminole 
people and the ChetolcM* to become a part of the tatd State shall be 
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of a certainty, not new. It had been inserted into vari- 
ous removal treaties as a safeguard against a repetition 
of the injustice that had been meted out to the Indians 
by the Southern States in Jackson's day. It comprised, 
in eflect, a solemn promise that no state or territorial lines 
should ever again circumscribe the particular domain 
of the Indian nation securing the guarantee; and that 
state or territorial laws, as the case might be, should 
have no operation within the Indian country. The idea 
of congressional representation*" was also not new, but 
where it had previously been but a promise or a mere 
contingency, it was now an assured fact, a thing definite- 
ly provided for. Ultimate statehood had, however, at- 
tached to it the old time elements of uncertainty, which 
is not at all surprising, considering that Walker, in his 
instructions*** to Hubbard, had positively spoken 
against it. 

All the treaties, without distinction of class, recog- 
nized the land rights of the Indians and their existing 
territorial limits, but with the usual restriction upon 
alienation to foreign powers. A sale or cession to a for- 
eign state, without the consent of the Confederate 
States, was to result in forfeimre and reversion to the 
Confederate States. By the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Treaty, the arrangement,*** already satisfactorily 
reached, for a Chickasaw country distinct from a Choc- 

aprcMcd, in the lune mutner and with (be nine fonnKlirici^ ■■ ii 
■bove provided for Id the crm of the Choctaw and Chickaiaw people, 
the couDti7 of the Creek* ind Scminoln, and that of the Cherokee*, re- 
■pectivelj, or either bj itaelf, may bt aniKxed to and bccnne an integral 
part of laid State, upon the taine conditioM and tennii and with the 
tame rightt to the people of each, in legard to cititenahip and the pro- 
ceed! of their laodi. 

**■ Abel, "Prop<wal( for an Indian State b the Union, 1778-1878," in the 
American HIttorical AMOciation, Rtp»rl, 1907, pp. 89-101. 
*" Offidttl Recordt, firat ler., vol. iii, 577. 
*** Aniclet v and vl 
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taw was continued, the Indians of both tribes being giv- 
en the privilege of having their particular land sur- 
veyed and sectionized whenever they might so please, 
provided it be done by regular legislative process.*" 
The same treaty transferred*" the lease of the Wichita 
Reserve from the United to the Confederate States and 
limited it to ninety-nine years. Practically the same 
bands of Indians were to be accommodated in this 
Leased District as before; namely, those whose perma- 
nent ranges were south of the Canadian or between it 
and the Arkansas. The New Mexican Indians were 
still to be absolutely excluded. The Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Indians reserved the right to pass upon the 
accommodation of any other Indians than those spe- 
cifically mentioned in the treaty. The individual bands, 
so accommodated in the Leased District, were to be 
settled upon reserves and to hold the same in fee. 
Finally, the treaty placed,**' for the time being, the 
Wichitas and their fellow reservees exclusively under 
the control of the Confederate States with a limited jur- 
isdiction resting in the Choctaw Nation and a full right 
of settlement in Choctaws and Chickasaws. 

In regard to special features of the land rights of 
tribes other than those already mentioned, it is well to 
observe, perhaps, that the title to the reservation then 
occupied by the Seminoles was admitted to be depend- 
ent upon Creek sufferance;*" that the United States 
patent of December 31, 1838, was recognized"* as pro- 
tectiag..the Cherokee ; and that the Osage lands in Kan- 
sas were tnferentially covered by the Confederate guar- 

"• Anick VUL 
"' Aitide XI 
"^ Article xn. 

»»» Article m of the Scnunole Tictty [p. jj*], and Article vn lilcewtM of 
the Creek Tntty [p. agr]. 

*)* Article nr of the Cherokee Trcaly [pp. J<)S-I96]. 
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antee, given that tribe, of title in perpetuity."* The 
Confederate States, moreover, agreed to indemnify"* 
the Cherokees should their Neutral Lands be lost to 
them through the misfortune of the war. It is rather 
interesting to sec that this new government, in promis- 
ing the insignificant tribes a permanent occupancy of 
their present holdings, made use of the same high- 
flown, meaningless language that the United States had 
so long used ; but Albert Pike knew better than to assure 
the truly powerful tribes that they should hold their 
lands themselves and in common "as long as the grass 
should grow and the waters run." That language could 
yet be made appealing and effective, though, in official 
dealings with weak Wichitas,"' Senecas, and Shaw- 
nees,"* and, strange as it may seem, even with Creeks."* 
In reciprocal fashion, the wild Comanches could most 
naively promise*" to hold the Confederate States "by 
the hand, and have but one heart with them always." 
Speaking of indemnification, we are reminded of 
other very important financial obligations assumed by 
the Confederacy when it made its famous treaties with 
the Indians west of Arkansas. Those financial obliga 
tions comprised the payment of annuities due the tribes 
from the United States in return for land cessions of 
enormous extent. They also comprised the interest on 
various funds, such as the Orphan Creek fund, educa- 
tion funds, and the like. Albert Pike had been givenl 
no specific authority to do this but he knew well that no 

"* In the nutter of the guarantee of territorial integritj, the treatie* irf the 
Secooa Clan were itrictly on a par with thoM of ibe First Clan. See Article 
viu of (he Osage Treaty [p. 364], Article xix of the Seneca and Shawnee 
Trea^ [p. j?!], Article vii of the Quapaw [p. 3S7]. 

*'» Article xLvn [pp. 407-4OS]. 

*M Article V [^ J4S]. 

*" Article ni [pp. 374-J7S)- 

»*• Article v [p. aji]. 

*»• Article I [p. JS43. 
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treaties could possibly be made without it. It was not 
very likely that the slaveholding tribes would surren- 
der so much wealth for nothing, and so Pike argued, 
when justifying himself and his actions later on. In his 
capacity as commissioner with plenary powers, he also 
promised the Indians that the Confederacy would see 
to it that their trust funds, secured by southern bonds, 
should be rendered safe and negotiable. Over and 
above all this, the government of the Confederate 
States made itself responsible for claims for damages 
of various sorts that the different tribes had brought or 
were to bring against the United States. Three good 
instances of the same are the following: the claim of 
the Cherokees for losses, personal and national, incident 
to the removal from Georgia ; the claim "• of the Sem- 

**<■ For IB tlluHration of how the SeouDolM had been preferriog the diifn, 
•M the following affidavit: 

Be it known that oo tfait aid Avf of Januarr, A.D. !%$&, pcraoDallr 
appeared before me, J. W. Waahbounie, United Sum' Agent for Sein- 
[Dotea, in open Council, the following named Chiefa and Head men «f 
the Seminole tribe of Indiana, and deposed to the autnequent atatemeu. 

That aometime during the war between the United Statea and the 
Seminolea, Gen. Thomi* S. Jctsup, then conunandtng the U.S. tnwpi in 
Florida, inued a proclamation to the effect that all negroe* belonging 
to the boatile Seminolea who should come in and take serrice under die 
Government against their matters, or in any way render lervice to the 
United State* against the Semtnolei, or induce them to tue for peace 
and emigrate weal, tfaey, the negroes, should be declared free: That 
many oegrocs took advantage of said illegal prodamation and did take 
service in Florida under Government, but that, by far the larger num- 
ber of negro tiaves who took refuge under Mid proclamation and thereby 
claimed their freedom, did so after the immigration west was deter- 
mined or conaummaied: That isid negro alavea, in great numbeta and 
to the great injury of their amotn, tai against tbeir order*, took reftige 
within the United Statea' post, Fort Gibaoo, Chen^ee Nattoo, where 
they were for upward* of three years protected by the Uoitid State* 
officer* at that Poet, although the Seminolet claimed them, the negroea, 
a* tbeir lawful slave*, and proteated again*! ihi* procedure of the U.S. 
officers: That while these negro tiavea were thus protected by military 
officer*, it was imponible to keep their riaves at honw who were con- 
timally €ying to Foit Gibson, where diey were beyond the reach of 
thrir masters: That this occurred during (he year* iS45-'6-'7: That 
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inolea for losses sustained by reason of General Thomas 

through the iiutnuiwntBlitjr of their foimer Sub Agent utd attornie* 
employed by them, they after loog deliy and at great expenie and loit 
of tlaTci, prcMnted the niitter to the attentioo of the Secretary of War, 
Hon. WnL L. Matey, and that Snally fnm him, ai luch Secretaiy of 
War, there iatued bd order bearing date tlie 5tfa of AuguM 1S48, di- 
rected to the conunanding officer at Fott Gibaoc^ enjoiniiig him to pro- 
tect DO longer taid negro ilarea at that PoK and commanding him ID 
deliver all of *aid ilarei to tlie SemiiuJef their rigbtful owner*: That 
CTcn after tht* order the Duisaiiee did not abate, for another order dated 
July JIM 1150 required the commanding officer of Port Gibaon to ptt 
DO further protectioD la Ibcae "Smunole negroea": That by thii order 
of the Secretary of War, ai wa* jutt aod right, the Uiuted State* 
rccogniaed die ownenhip of the*t *aid ilavct ■• being b the Semioolca, 
and that tlicy were eittided by law and right to tatd alave* and their 
aerrice: That ia coDMquence of the withdrawal of die protection af- 
forded them at Fort GibtoD and from their having n long comidercd 
themMlve* free. Mid alaTea in great number* etcaped, •ome of whcxn 
reached Mexico, >ome were killed by the wild lodiaD*, and the re- 
mainder were only captured at great and rutnoui cxpcnie: That the 
ownera of tbeae aaid D^ro dare* are juatly and equitably eiUitled to the 
•ervice of taid ilarci, while unlawfully and agaioat the power and pro- 
teM* of the Seminole*, detained at Port Gibion for the apace of aon 
than three year^ by tJ.S. officer*: Tlat the number of laid negro alave* 
•0 unlawfully detained and kept from the tervlce due their maitera, aa 
Dear aa now can be ettimated wai Two Hundred and Thirty-four or 
Aereabout*: That the tervice* of these Hid ilavet for theae three ycara 
and upward* were amply worth at the time Seventy five d<41ars each 
per annum, making the aum of Fifty two Thoutaod Six hundred and 
fifty dollar* ($53.65000,) to which Die Seminole owners of said dare* 
are fully and fairly, in law and equity, entitled, and which ought to be 
paid to them by the Government of die Uoiied Statea. 

John Jumpik, P. Chief Seminolea X hi* mark 

Pau auc AH TO HO LAB, Speaker CouDcil X hi* mark 

CHiTTO-Tutro-MUGGBB X hl^nark 

AEHAH-LOCK-TuiTO-MuaoEE X hi* mark 

Nmci-iu-KEB X hb mark 

pARS-co-na X bii mark 

Tsn-Ki-AB X hit maA 

Alucator X hi* mark 

Talla-hmba X hii mark 

GimtCB Cloud X hi* mark 

Ho-tul-gbi-Harjo X hi* maik 

Tak-hah Pmco X hi* mark 
Sworn to aDd nibtcribed before roe, in open Council Jatqr a*d tt^S. 

J. W. WAaHBDintNB U.S. Agent for SemiooIeK 
Witnettea: GsoMa M. Atn> 
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S. Jesup'3 emancipation*" order during the progress of 
the Second Seminole War; and the claim of the Wich- 
itas against the United States government for having 
granted to the Choctaws the land that belonged by he- 
reditary preemption to them and had so belonged from 
time out of mind. It is exceedingly interesting to know 
that these Wichitas had been colonized on the very land 
they claimed as indisputably their own. 

^n all the treaties, negotiated by Pike, except the two 
of the Third Class,'" the Wichita and the Comanche, 
the institution of slavery was positively and particularly 
recognized, recognized as legal and as having existed 
from time immemorial. Property rights in slaves were 
guaranteed. Fugitive Slave Laws were declared oper- 
ative within the Indian country, and the mumal rendi- 
tion of fugitives was promised throughout the length 
and breadth of the Confederacy. The Pint Class of 
treaties differs from the Second in this matter but only 
in a very slight degree. The latter condenses in one 
clause"* all that bears upon slavery in its various as- 
pects, the former separates the discussion of the legality 
V_of the institution from that of the rendition of slaves. 
Of the First Class, the Creek Treaty*" constituted the 

**' Pmident Poik smdu to have been of th« apinioo that negro davea coold 
iM be freed by military proc1>iIiati<m [Diarf (Quaifc'i edition), vol. lii, 504]. 

*** Slaverjr wa> not completely ignored even in Ac treatiea of the Third 
CliM. Id Article ix of their treaty [p. 348], the Wichitai promiied to do all in 
dieir power to take and return any negroea, bone*, or other property ttolen 
from white men or from Indiana of the great tribe*. The coircaponding 
article in the Coroaiicbe Treaty [p. 155], wat to like purpoae. 

***Attide zxxvn of the Otage Treaty, Artick zxvin of the Seneca and 
Shawnee Treaty, and Article zxvnt of the Quapaw Treaty. 

**' The following are the Creek clautei and die Choctaw and Chickataw, 
Articlea XLV and XLVU, the Seminole, Article* jxa and zxxm, and the Chero- 
kee, Article* xxziv and zzxvn, are timilar: 

Akticlb xxtx. The provinoin of all (uch act* of Cangrel* of the 

Confederate State* a* may now be in fonx, or m^ hereafter be enacted, 

for the purpoic of carrying into effect the providon of the oooatitution 
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7 

model ; of the Second, the Osage.*" 

Aside from the things to which reference has already 
been made, the Confederate Indian treaties were, in a . 
variety of ways and to the same extent that the Confed- 
erate constitution itself was, a reflection upon past his- 
tory. To avoid the friction that had always been pres- 
ent between the red men and their neighbors, an attempt 
was now made to redefine and to readjust the relations 
of Indians with each other both within and without the 
tribe; their relations with white men considered apart 
from any political organization; their relations, either 
as individuals or as tribes, with the several states of the 
Confederacy; and their relations with the central gov- 
ernment In general, their rights, civil, political, and 
judicial, as men and as semi-independent communities 
were now specified under such conditions as made for 
what in times past would have been regarded as full 
recognition, and even for enlargement. Indian rights 
were at a premium because Indian alliances were in 
demand. 

in ngttd to the re-delivery or retum of fugitive riavei, or fugitive* 
from labour and tervice, ihall extend U, and be io full force within the 
■aid Credc Natioo; aod thall alM apply to all cuei of ncape of fugi- 
tive ilivM from the taid Creek Nation into ax^ other Indiao oatum or 
into one of die Confederate Stitei, the obligatioii upon each luch aatioD 
or State to le-dellver such ilaves being In cveiy cite u ootnplete ai if 
tfaey had neaped from another State, and the mode of procedure the 
••me [p. 396], 

AincLB xzzu. It ii hereby declared and agreed that the inttitu- 
tioa of ilavery in the laid nation !■ legal and hii exiited from time im- 
memoiial; that tlavei are taken and deemed to be peraonal property; 
that die title to ilavct and other prcqwr^ having it* origin in die *aid 
nadon, ifaall be detemuned by die liwi and cuitoma thereof; and that 
the ilave* and other peraonal property of every penon dooudled in said 
nation ahall pan and be diatribuled at hi* or her death, in accordance 
with the law*, uMgn and cunoma of the laid nadon, which may be 
piOTcd like foreign law*, u*agei It oiitomi, and fhall everywhere he 
held valid and binding within the Kope of their operation [p. 196]. 
""P. ,69. 
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The relations of Indians with Indians need not be 
considered at length. Suffice it to say that many clauses 
were devoted to the regulation of the affairs of those 
tribes that were, either politically or ethnologically, 
closely connected with each other; as, for example, the 
Choctaws and Chickasaws on the one hand and the 
Creeks and Seminoles on the other. Still other clauses 
assured the tribes of protection against hostile invasion 
from red men and from white, and assured all the great 
tribes, except the Cherokees,*** of similar protection 
against domestic violence."^ The Cherokees, very pos- 
sibly, were made an exception because of the known in- 
tensity of their factional strife and hatred, which, purely 
for its own selfish ends, the Confederacy had done so 
much to augment There may also have been some lin- 
gering doubt of John Ross's sincerity in the matter of 
devotion to the Confederacy. The time had been and 
might come again when the Confederacy would find it 
very expedient to play off one faction against another. 
Injuries coming to the Indians from a failure to protect 
were to be indemnified out of the Confederate treasury. 
Could the United States, throughout the more than a 
hundred years of its history have had just such a law, 
its national treasury would have been saved millions and 

*** Anicle xvn of the Cherokee Treaty [p. 399]. 
"T Article xv (Creek Treaty). The Confederate State* ihall pro- 
tect the Creeks from donteitic itrife, from hoitile invaiian, and from 
aggienioD by other Indiana and white perwHu not lubject to the juru- 
diction and laws of Ibe Creek Nation, and for all injurie* reaultiiig from 
iuch invaaioo or aggreMion, full iiKlemaity ii hereby Euaranteed to the 
party or partiei injuied, out of the Treasury of the Cottfedcrtte Statei, 
upon Ibe lame principle aod according to the same nilei upon which 
white peraofw are entitled to indemnity for injuries or aggressions upon 
diem oommitted by Indiana [p. 19}]. 

See alao Article xxi of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Treaty and Article xr of 

the Seminole Treaty. 
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millions of dollars paid out in claims, just and unjust, 
of white men against the Indians. 

As affecting their relations with white men, the In- 
dians were conceded the right to determine absolutely, 
by their own legislation, the conditions of their own 
tribal citizenship. This would mean, of course, the 
free continuance of the custom of adoption, a custom 
more pernicious in Indian history than even the prin- 
ciple of equal apportionment in Prankish; because it 
was the entering wedge to territorial encroachment. 
The white man, once adopted into the tribe as a citizen, 
was ta be protected against unjust discrimination or 
against the forfeiture of his acquired status. The pro- 
visions against intruders were legitimately severe, those 
of the United States had never been severe enough. 
The executive power had always been very weak and 
very lax but now it was to reside in the tribal Council 
and would bid fair to be firm because interested, or, per- 
haps, we should say disinterested. The Confederacy, 
on its part, promised that the aid of the military should 
be forthcoming for the expulsion of intruders on appli- 
cation by the agent, should the tribal authority prove 
inadequate. The Indians might compel the removal of 
obnoxious men from agency and military reserves. 
Unauthorized settlement within the Indian country by 
citizens of the Confederate States was absolutely for- 
bidden under pain of punishment by the tribe en- 
croached upon. 

With respect to Indian trade, there was consider- 
able innovation and considerable modification of exist- 
ing laws. For years past, the Indians of the great 
tribes had chafed under the restrictions which the 
United States government had placed upon their trade 
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and, unquestionably, no other single thing had irritated 
them more than the very evident monopoly right which 
the United States had given to a few white men over it. 
Indian trade, under federal regulations, was nothing 
more nor less than an extension of the protective policy, 
a policy that was destructive of all competition and that 
put the Indian, often to the contempt of his intelligence, 
at the mercy of the white sharper. Indian commis- 
sioner after Indian commissioner had protested against 
it, but all in vain. George W. Manypenny, particu- 
larly, had tried *" to effect a change ; for he was himself 
convinced that, if the Indians were capable of self- 
government, they were certainly capable of conducting 
their own trade. Needless to say, Manypenny's efforts 
were entirely unavailing. The Indian trade in the 
hands of the licensed white trader, although a per- 
nicious thing for the Indian, was an exceedingly lucra- 
tive business for enterprising American citizens, white 
men who were, unfortunately, in possession of the elect- 
ive franchise but of little else that was honorable and 
the government, controlled by constituents with local 
interests, dared not surrender it to the unenfranchised 
Indians no matter how highly competent they might 
be. Thus the Indian country, throughout its entire 
extent, was exploited for the sake of the frontiersman. 
Moreover, the annuity money, a just tax upon a govern- 
ment that had received so much real estate from the 
aborigines, instead of being spent judiciously to meet 
the ends of civilization and in such a way as to reflect 
credit upon the donor, who after all was a self-consti- 
tuted guardian, went right back into the pockets of 
United States citizens but, of necessity, into those of 
only a very limited number of them. 

*** Manypenoy to Dcid, November 10^ 1(55 [Indiui Oflk«, Lttter Book, 
■^ 5!< PP- 94'95]- De*)) to MaiQpcn&y, December 15, 1855 [Letttr Pritt 
B»»k'\. 
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Because it was a matter of expediency and not be- 
cause it was a principle that it believed in, otherwise 
it would have given it to the weak tribes as well as to 
the strong, the Confederacy gave to the Indians of the 
great tribes, but not to all in exactly the same measure,"" 
the control of their own trade. It did not do away with 
the post trader, a's it ought to have done in order to 
make its reform complete, but it did deprive him of 
his monopoly privileges. It hedged his license about 
with restrictions,**" made it subject, on complaint of the 
Indian and in the event of arrearages, to revocation; 
and, to all of the great tribes except the Seminoles, it 
gave the power of taxing his goods, his stock in trade, 
usually a rather paltry outfit. No better precaution 
could have possibly been devised against exorbitant 
charging. An ad valorem tax would most certainly 
have quite eliminated the fifty, the one hundred, and 
the two hundred per cents of profit. As a matter of 
fact, the extravagantly high prices of the ordinary In- 
dian trader would be, for most persons, positively pro- 
hibitive. The Confederacy further bound itseif.to pay 
to the Indians an annual compensation for the land and 
timber used by the trader. 

The questions settled as between the several states and 
the Indian tribes were chiefly*" of property rights and 

"* CompaTC Article xz of the Cherakce Treaty and Article xxi? of the 
Choctaw u)d Chicfcauw Treat; with Article zvi of die Creek Tree^ lod all 
of the«e with Article xvt of die Seminotc Treatr. 

■"° See, for example. Article zvin of the Seminole Trear; [p. ]j6]. 
**' One other inporlaM right nw conceded ind that wa* the right of free 
traniit. The cooceMioo i* well ttated in the Creek Treaty and ocean in con* 
nectioD with a prohibition agaimt the paituiiDg of Mode by outaider* widtin 
the Creek couotiy. 

Aeticle xxil No citizen or inhabitant of the Confederate State* 
■hall pasture stock on die lands of the CrtA Nation, under the penalty 
of ODe dollar per bead for all to pastured, to be collected by the authori- 
ties of the nation; hut their dtizem shall be at liberty at all lintt, and 
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of civil and criminal rights and procedure. In addi- 
tion to their property right in slaves, the Indians were 
at last admitted to have a possible right in other things, 
in land, for instance, that might lie within the limits 
of a state. This they were henceforth to hold, dispose 
of as they pleased, and bequeath by will."' Restric- 
tions, likewise, upon their power freely to dispose of 
their chattels,"* were removed, a coordinate concession, 
but one that did not so much affect their relations with 
a given individual state as their relations with the cen- 
tral government. To such"* of the Indians as were 
not to be brought within the jurisdiction of the Confed- 
erate States District Courts"* that were to be created 
within the Indian country, the right was given to sue 
and to implead in any of the courts of the several states. 
To Indians generally of the great tribes was given the 
right to be held competent as witnesses *** in state courts, 
and, if indicted there themselves, to subpoena witnesses 
and to employ counsel."' The Cherokees, the Choc- 

whetber for buiineu or plciture, peaoeably to travel the Cr«ek couatiy; 

ud to drive their Mode to market or othemite through the laine, and to 

halt Rich reasonable time on the ^raj' ai may be neecssaiy to recruit their 

Kock, nich dcliy being in good faith for that purpose. 

Article xxul It ii alM further agreed that the member* of the 

Creek Nation ihall have the same right of travelling, driving Mode and 

hitting to recruit the time in any of the Confederate States as ii given 

dtizen* of the Confederate States by the preceding aride [p. 195]. 

i*> Article LXV of the Cieck Treaty, Article xxvi of the Choctaw and Chide* 
aMVf Treaty, Article XZXi of the Seminole Treaty, and Article zxii of the 
Cherokee Treaty. 

'"Article zvni of the Creek Treaty, Article zzv of the Choctaw and 
Chidasan Treaty, Article nx of the Seminole Treaty, and Article xxi of the 
Chetttkee Treaty. 

>>* Article nxv of the Creek Treaty and Article zxzi of the Seminole 
Treaty. 

3>t Tush-ca-hom-ma at Boggy Depot and Cba-lah-ki at Tahlequah. 

>■* Article xxx of the Creek Treaty, Article XLiu of the ChocMw tod 
Chickasaw Treaty, Article xa of the Seminole Treaty, and Article xxxv of 
the Cherokee Treaty. 

>*TARtGle xxvm of the Creek Treaty, Article XLiv of the Choctaw and 
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taws, and the Chickasaws were also granted the right of 
recovery *" as against citizens of the Confederate States. 
Should recovery not be possible, the Confederacy was 
to stand the loss. But more than anything else recip-.* 
rocal right of extradition was henceforth to be accorded, v 
This was to exist as between tribe and tribe "" and, with 
some slight exceptions, as between tribe and state. An 
examination of the various treaties reveals a steady de- 
velopment in the matter of this concession. The Creek 
Treaty,"* which was the first to be negotiated, made 
extradition a rather one-sided"* affair. The tribe was 
to yield the criminal to the state, but, not reciprocally, 
the state to the tribe. This verbal inequality would not 
have so much mattered had there been a possibility that 
in the sequel it would have been interpreted, as in the 

Chickauw Treaty, Ankle xxvm of the Seminole Treaty, Article xzxiu of the 
Cherokee Treaty, Article zxxvi of th« OHge Treaty, Article zzni of the 
Seneca aod Shawnee Treaty, and Article xxvn of the Quapaw Trea^. 

'■■Artkle zxiz of tlie Clierokce Treaty and Article zxm of the Choctaw 
aitd Chidaiaw TreaQ'. 

*** Article zxzi (Cherokee Treaty). Any penon duly charged with a 
crimiDil offeDCC igainat the lana of either the Creek, Seminole, Choctaw 
or ChidaHW Natiooij and eacaping into the jurisdiction of the Chero- 
kee Nation, ahall be pmnptly nirrendered upon the dcmind of the proper 
authority of the nation within whose jurisdiction the oSeoce shall be 
alleged to have been committed; and in like manner, any person duly 
charged with a criminal offence against the laws of the Cherokee Nation, 
and eacaping into the jurisdictioD of either of the said nations, ahall be 
promptly furrendered upon the demand of the proper authority of the 
Cherokee Nation [pp. 401-401]. 

Note the derelopment from the corrnpoadti^ estraditioo clause in the ear- 
lier treaties of the aeriei. In the Creek and Seminole treaties, extradition waa 
as between Creeks and Seminoles ezduMvely. In the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Treaty, it was as between Choctawa and Chickasaw* excluMvely. In diistrea^ 
of the Cherafceet, all the tribe* were to be sharer* in the extradition privilege] 
but it is difficult to understand bow a clause in the Cherokee Treaty could be 
made legally binding upon other Indians than Cherokee. 
»•» Article xm. 

■01 It was alto a one-iided affair b the trcade* of the Second Claia. See 
Anicle xuiv of the Osage Treaty, Article xxv of the Seneca and Shawnee 
Treaty, and Article xxy of the Quapaw Treaty. 
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states, in terms of executive courtesy and discretion; 
but the chances were that a state would have made it 
a matter of absolute obligation with the tribe. Reci- 
procity'** found its way into the second treaty, however, 
and also into all the later ones of the First Class. 
Finally, be it remarked, that as a climax to this series 
of judicial concessions, full faith and credit"** were to 
/ be given by the one Indian nation or Confederate state, 
as the case might be, to all legal processes, decisions, 
and acts of the other. 

There yet remain two provisions"* of importance 
that were intended to put the Indian nations on a basts 
of equality with the states. They are provisions rather 
particular in their nature, however, and, in their full 
operation, would have affected Texas and Arkansas 
much more nearly than any other members of the 
Southern Confederacy. The first of these provisions is 
to be found, as a grant of mutual rights, only in treaties 
of the First Class and in two only of those, the Choc- 
taw and Chickasaw and the Cherokee. The omis- 
sion from the Creek and Seminole treaties was due, 
most likely, to geographical conditions; but the lack of 
reciprocity in the Osage, the one treaty of the Second 
Class in which a suggestion of the provision occurs, 
was just as surely due to the weakness of the tribe from 
which the privilege was exacted. The provision com- 
prehended the use of navigable streams within the 
limits of the Confederacy and the Indians specified 

"o* Article zzzvn af the Choctaw and Cbidaiaw Treaty [p. jm], and 
Article xxxu of the Cherokee Treaty [p. 401]. 

*" Article xxxi of the Creek Treaty, Article ZLVI of the Choctaw aDd 
ChidaHw Treatj, Article zxxli of the Seminole Treaty, and Article ZXXVI of 
the Cherokee Treaty. Note that the enjoyment of the privilege by die Semin- 
ole Natioa wai to be cottditioned upon its own eitabliihnient of regular cotirta. 

*°* There were alio lecret articles to some of the treaties. The iiKJicitioai 
■re that auch secret article! entailed the customary bribery of chiefs and influ- 
eatial men upon whose support depended succesaful neeotiation. 
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were to have the same rights in the premises as the 
citizens of the Confederate States. Osage*"* streams 
and water courses were, however, to be open to white 
people but not conversely Confederate waters to the 
Osages. The clauses in treaties of the First Class, em- 
bodying this provision, comprehended all navigable 
streams whatsoever but had particular application to 
the Red and Arkansas Rivers, the Choctaw*^ and 
Chickasaw to the former and the Cherokee"" to the 
latter. The rights of ferrying on these streams were 
to be open alike to white and red men living upon their 
banks. 

The second provision was couched in terms of general 
amnesty. The Indians were to forgive wholesale the 
citizens of the individual Confederate states for their 
past offences and, reciprocally, the states were to forgive 
and pardon the Indians for theirs, or, rather, the gov- 
ernment of the Confederate States was to use its good 
offices to persuade and induce them to do so.*"* The 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Treaty contained, in addition 
to this general clause, a particular one bringing out 
again the close connection with Texas and Arkansas. 
It reads thus: 

. . . And the Confederatt States will especialljr request 
the States of Arkansas and Texas to grant the like amnesty as 
to all oflfences comniitted by Choctaw or Chickasaw against the 
laws of those States respectively, and the Governor of each to 
reprieve or pardon the same, if necessary,*" 

Some evidence of the special interest Texas might 
have in the matter came out rather prominently in the 

•»" Article vu of the OMge Treaty [p. 364]. 
*^ Article zm of ihe Cboctaw ind Chickaww Tretty [p. 315]. 
*^ Article IX of the Cherokee Treaty [p. 397]. 

•w Article um of the Creek Tteiqr, Article xuv of the Semiiiolc, Article 
un of the Cherokee. 

•"•Article LTiv [p. 330]. 
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treaties of the Third Class, the amnesty in them was 
particular while the amnesty in the treaties of the other 
two classes was general. This is what the Wichita and 
Comanche say: 

It is distinctly understood by the said several tribes and 
bands, that the State of Texas is one of the Confederate States, 
and joins this Convention, and signs it when the Cc»nimssioner 
signs it, and is bound by it ; and all hostilities and enmities be- 
tween it and them are now ended and are to be forgotten and 
for^ven on both sides."' 

It soon developed that Texas was not pleased to find 
her consent so thoroughly taken for granted and that 
the Reserve Indians were no better satisfied. The en- 
mity between the two continued as before. 

As regarded the relations between the Indian tribes 
and the Confederate States proper, the Pike treaties 
were old law in so far as they duplicated the earlier 
United States treaty arrangements and new law only 
in so far as they met conditions incident to the war. 
United States laws and treaties were specifically con- 
tinued in force wherever possible, and, in most cases, 
the name of the one government was simply substituted 
for that of the other. Considerable emphasis was laid 
upon the right of eminent domain. The Indians con- 
ceded to the Confederacy the power to establish agency 
reserves,'" military posts*" and fortifications, to main- 

*'• Article XL of the Wichita Treily ukI Article s of the Coraancbe. 

*it Article XI of the Creek Treaty, Article xvi of the Choctaw tod Chicl- 
•Mn Treaty, Article Zl of die Semioole Treaty, Article xm of the Cherokee 
Treaty, Article iv of the Oiagc Treaty, Article V of the Seneca aod Shawoee 
Treaty, and Article tv of the Quapaw Treaty. 

■'' Article xn of the Creek Treaty, Article zvn of the Choctaw and Chick- 
aiBw Treaty, Article xu of the Scnunole Treaty, Article xir of die Cherokee 
Treaty, Article v of the Osage Treaty, Article vi of the Seneca and Shannce 
Treaty, and Article v of the Qtiapaw Treaty. After the war the poM* in cer- 
tain tpeci6ed eaaei were to be garriaoned by native troopi. 
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tain post and military roads,*" and to grant the right 
of way,*'* upon payment of an indemnity,*" to certain 
corporations for purposes of internal improvement, 
mainly railway and telegraph lines. Most of this 
would have contributed very materially to the good of 
the southern cause in guarding one of the approaches 
to Texas and in increasing the convenience of communi- 
cation. The Confederate States assumed the wardship 
of the tribes, exacted a pledge of loyalty from the 
weaker and one of alliance,"* offensive and defensive, 
but without the entail of pecuniary responsibility, from 
the stronger. In its turn, the Confederacy promised to 
the Indians many things, deserving of serious mention 
and far too important for mere enumeration. As a 
matter of fact, the South paid pretty dearly, from the 
view-point of historical consistency, for its Indian alli- 
ance. In the light of Indian political history, it yielded 
far more than at first glance appears and, as a conse- 
quence, the great tribes gained nearly everything that 
they had been contending for for half a century. 

As has just been intimated, the concessions made by ^ 
the Confederacy to the Indians were somewhat sig- 
nificant. In addition to the things noted a few para- 
graphs back, congressional delegates, control of trade, 
and others of like import, Pike, the lawyer commis- 
sioner and the man of justice, promised the establish- 
ment of Confederate States courts within the Indian 
country. There were to be two of them, one in the 

***The reference is (be tame ai the foregoing nith two cxccptiooi; viz.. 
Article ZXVIII of the Oiage Treaty ind Article xx of the Quapiw TreaQ'. 

"•Article xiu of the Creek Treaty, Anicle xvm of the Choctaw and 
Chkiaaaw Trei^, and Article zni of the Seminole Treaty. 

"'The provisioD in the Osage Treaty was one exception to thi*. It wai 
definitely iiid there that there ahould be no compensaticHi. 

*"The detail* of thia will come out in the chapter following. 
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Choctaw country*" and one in the Cherokee.*" They 
were to be District Courts with a limited Circuit Court 
jurisdiction. The importance of the concession cannot 
well be over-estimated; for it struck at the root of one 
of the chief Indian grievances. The territorial extent 
of the districts was left a little vague and the jurisdiction ' 
was not fairly distributed. Here again we have an illus- 
tration of might conditioning right. The Osages,*" the 
Senecas and Shawnees,*" and the Quapaws**' were all 
brought within the limits of the Cha-lah-ki, or Cher- 
okee district, but it is not clear that, as far as they 
were concerned, any other offences than those against 
the Fugitive Slave'" laws, were to come within the 

■i'Articui xxxnn (Chocuw and Chidcuaw Tnuj). \a order to 
Mcure the due enforcement of to much of the law* of the Confederate 
Statea in regard to criminal offencn and miidemeanora at ii or majr he 
in force in the laid Choctaw and Cbidcataw couotrf, and to prevent 
the Choctawa and Chickaiawi from being further haraned bj judicial 
proceeding! had in foreign courts and before juries not of the vicinage, 
the Mid countiy !■ bcrebj' erected into and conitituted a judicial diitrict 
of the Confederate Stalei to be called the TUih-ca-hooMna DiUrict, 
for the ipecial purpoact and juriadiction hereinafter provided; and there 
aball be created and temi-annuaUr held, nithin such diitrict, at Boggy 
Depot, a dittrict court of the Confederate StaKa, nith the poncra of ■ 
circuit court, ao far aa the aame aball be nccmary to carry out the pro- 
viaioni of thii treaqi, and wiib jurisdiction co-eKtcnuve with the limit* 
of such district, in such tnattcn, civil and criminal, to such ^tent and 
between such parties as ■naj' be prescribed by law, and in coa,totm\v) to 
the termi of ibis treaty [p. 3ao]. 

Article* XXXIX, XL, ZLt, and >lii more specifically define the jurisdiction. 
*^ See Article xxiii of the Cherokee Treaty, and, for the jurisdiction of the 
court, see Article* XXIV, xxv, and XXVL 
•»• Article xxxv. 
•*• Article XXVL 
•*' Article ixvi. 

*^>In other ways than Ais, the treaties with the minor tribes stressed die 
"peculiar institution." Consider, for instance, in the matter of extradition, how 
it was not the criminal generally, but only the fugitive stave that waa to be 
reciprocally extradited. Moreover, as ■ nilc, the weak tribes all pledged them- 
aetve* to try to return negroes and other properly and were assured that nc- 
groes should come under the jurisdiction of tribal law*. 
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purview of the court The Wichitas and Comanches 
were left entirely unassigned, although naturally, they 
would have come within the Tush-ca-hom-ma, or Choc- 
taw district. 

The Confederacy reinstituted the agency system and \ 
continued it with modifications. These modifications 
were in line with reiterated complaints of the Indians. 
They restricted the government patronage to some ex- 
tent and, in certain instances, allowed a good deal of 
tribal control. As a general thing, to each tribe was 
allowed one agent and to each language, one interpreter. 
An exception to the first provision was to be found 
wherever it had been found under the earlier r6gime. 
Thus there was a single agent for the Choctaws and 
Chickasaws, another for the fragmentary tribes of the 
Leased District, and another for those of the Neosho 
River country. In the minor treaties, it was stipulated, 
for very evident and very sound reasons, most of them 
based upon experiences of past neglect, that the agent 
should be faithful in the performance of his duties, that 
he should reside at his agency continually, and never 
be absent for long at a time or without good and suffi- 
cient cause. 

There were also certain things the Indians were for- 
bidden to do, many of them familiar to us in any ordi- 
nary Bill of Rights and having reference to ex-post 
facto laws, laws impairing the obligation of contracts, 
due process of law, and the like. The Confederacy, 
in turn, bound itself not to allow farming on govern- 
ment reserves or settlement there except under certain 
conditions and not to treat"* with Cherokee factions. 
It inserted into the treaties with the minor tribes the 
usual number of civilization clauses, promising agri- 

*" Article n [p. J9s]. 
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cultural and industrial support; and into the Cherokee 
some things that were entirely new, notably a provision 
that the congressional delegation from each of the great 
tribes should have the right to nominate a youth to 
membership in any military academy that might be 
established.*^ It also promised to maintain a postal 
system throughout the Indian country, one that should 
be, in every particular, a part of the postal system of 
the Confederate States with the same rates, stamps, and 
so on. To the Cherokees, it promised the additional 
privilege*** of having the postmasters selected and ap- 
pointed from among their own people. From the fore- 
/ going analysis of the treaties, it_w clearlyscco that the 
' characteristic feature of them all was conciliation and 
conciliation written very, very l aige. Of- die great 
. tribes, the Confederacy asked an alliance full and com- 
\ plete ; of the middle tribes, such as the Osage, it asked 
j a limited alliance and peace; and of the most insig- 
nificant tribes it asked simply peace but that it was 
prepared, not only to ask, but, if need be, to demand. 
Between the Cherokees and the Wichitas, there was a 
wide, wide gulf and one that could be measured only 
in terms of political and military importance. 

So much for the contents of the treaties but what 
about the detailed history of their negotiation? When 
Albert Pike first came within reach of the Indian coun- 
try, he communicated*** officially or semi-officially 

»»* Ankle m [p. 4'o]- 
■** Article xzzix [p. 403]- 

*** Without doubt totne prelimiDiry MMuiding of Lccper mtut have preceded 
the ■ccompaDying docuineDt Pitce would btrdly have written with njch 
■muraitce or given Hich iiutructiont unlcM he had been vtry aurc of hii grouitd. 
FOKT ShiTH, ARKAH3AS, t£th May tifit. 
Sir: I hare been appointed by the PrnidcDt of the Confederate 
State* of America ConimisaioDer to the Indian Tribei West of Arkansas, 
with dtacretimary powert, for the purpose of making tteatin of alii- 



\ 
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with the men belonging or recently belonging to the 
Indian field service, agents and agency employees, or, 
at least, with those of them that were known as Con- 
federate sympathizers. A few very necessary changes 

■Dce with diei4 utd of eoliKiiig troop* la act with the force* of the 
Confederate Sttte*. 

In the eierciie of the power* eotruHed to ate, I hereby authoHze and 
re(|ue*t yon to exercUe the powen of Agent for the Wichitu and other 
Indian* in the Couotiy Icaied fitMU the Choctaw* and Cbidta*aw*, until 
ymi ihall receive a regular cnmuiNion therefor. Your compenutioD 
will be (be lame a* that received from the United Stitei, to coamiencc 
from the day when you resigned u agent of tbc United State*. 

And rou aro herelty inatrueted forthwith to repair to your agen^, 
and to inform tbc iDdiani under jour charge that the Coafederate State* 
of America will tain you ifacmielvM and fully comply with all the obU* 
gattoD* entered into by the United State* in their behalf; lecuring and 
paying all that may be due tbem from injuiy; and eipecially that tbey 
will continue to lupply them with ritiooi, a* it hai heretofore been 
done, until they ihall no longer need to be tupplied. 

You will alto please inform them that I riiall in a abort time be 
among them, to enter into a treaty with dmn, on At part of the Coo- 
federate StItM. 

You will impreM upon them that the people of Texas are now a part 
of the Confederate States, and roust no longer be looked upon a* enemie*; 
and if any troops from Texas should come within your jurisdiction, you 
will particularly warn them against doing any hann to the Indians un- 
der your charge. 

You will make knowo to the Delawares, and if practicable to die 
KIckapoos, that it Is my desire, and I have authority, to enlist a battalion 
of 350 men, of the Delaware*^ Kickapoo*^ and Shawnees, and will ea- 
pecially assure the Kickapoos, that if they have any cause of complaint 
against any of the people of Texas, it will be inquired into, and repara- 
tion made, and that tbey must in no case commit any act of hostility 
against Tesaa. 

I shall be greatly obliged to you for all assistance you can reixlei 
in securing the service* in arms of the Kickapoos and Delaware*. They 
will be paid like other mounted men, receiving 40 cent* a day for use 
and risk of their horse, in addition to their pay, ration*, and clothing. 

I iwed not say that I place much reliance on your zeal and intelligence 
and assuK you that your services will not fail to be appreciated by the 
Govemnient of die Confederate State*. Mo«t reepectfully yotira 

ALStRT Pike, Comm' C.S.A. to the 
Indian Tribe*, Wc*t of Arfcan***. 
Matthew Leeper Eaq. 
Lttftr Fttptrt. 
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had been made in the service with the inauguration of 
President Lincoln but the changes were not always such 
as could, in any wise, have strengthened the Federal 
position. First, as regards the southern superintend- 
ency, an attempt had been made to find a successor to 
Elias Rector"' at about the same time that Harrison 

*" It is not clear u to jiut ifben Eliu Rector left the Uoited State* Kr> 
vice or when he entered the ConMerite. Tlie Indian Office in Waifaingtim 
wiB communicatiitg with faim offidally for tome tittle time after Griffith had 
been noriiied of hi* appcnntment There tetat im reaioa to doubt that Rcctm 
waa working in the iittereM* of the Southern Confederacy all through the 
■pring of iSii ; and, when he went orer openly to the South, be did not cloae 
hit accounta with the United State* iDdian Office. He was acoordinglf re- 
garded aa a dcfauUer and dieie was talk of cooGacatiDg hi* proper^ at For 
Smith [W. G. Coffin to Dole, Januaij ag, 1I64, General Ftlea, Soulitni Su- 
ptiinltndnej, 1863-1864, I640; Dole to Uiher, February 3, 1S64, Indian Office, 
Report Boot, no. 13, p. 397]- 

In the eourae of bii offidal connection with the United State* govemment 
Eliat Rector bad frequently been accused of irregularitie* and even of crook- 
ednev [General Filea, Stulhern Suprrintendeary, lSs9-l86g, Ctiai]. Aa 
touching the Seminole removal from Florida, he had much that wa* peculiar 
to explain away. Apptrently be quite frequently made queer contracts, wa* 
given to making over-chargei for mileage and to favoring bii friends at the 
expense of the Indians and of the govemment To liii, he rendered a voudi- 
er sbowing be bad paid a certain Henry Pape $6000.00 for building the 
Wichita Agen^ house. On various matters connected with his official record, 
see Rector's Letter Pren fieoi and Indian Office, LttUr Bath, no. £4, p. S4>; 
no^ ^Si p. 49: »»■ 66, p. at. In iS6s, Rector made application to be ilfowed 
to straighten out hit accounts [J. B. Luce to Cooley, November a, iStis]. 

Returning, however, to the subject of Rector's incumbency: on the twelfth 
of June, 1S61, be wrote quite frankly to John Scboenmaker, principal of the 
Osage Missimi, 

... I hare im connection at this time wiili the Indian Depart* 
ment under the old U. S. GovemmenL I am now acting as Superin* 
tendent under the Government of the Confederate State*, and at no 
treaties have as yet been concluded between the Southern confederacy 
and the tribes of Indiana with whom yon are engaged I of courae can 
■ay nothing to you on the tubject matter of your letter. . .-General 
Files, Souikem SuperiiOeniUiicf, l8s9-l86». 

The Confederate southern superiiMendaicy had not at the time been filled, 
but Rector aeem* to hare been considered the most competent catulidate. 
Johnson, in recommending various men to Walker for rarioua potitionsi rec- 
omtnended Rector in strong terms of implied commendation. 

Dr. Griffitfa want* to be appointed superintendent in place of E. 
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B. Braoch*" of Missouri had been appointed central 
superintendent in the stead of A. M. Robinson. The 
man chosen was Samuel L. Griffith*" of Fort Smith 
to whom the new Secretary of the Interior, Caleb B. 
Smith, telegraphed on the fifth of April, tendering the 
position. Similarly by wire, on the ninth, Griffith 
accepted; and, on the tenth, explained*" the delay in 
the following letter: 

Being a member of our State Convention on the Union side, I 
hesitated a day or two, as to the propriety of accepting, fearing 
it might affect the union cause, but on mature deliberation and 
counsel with unicm friends, and on the receipt of a memorial 
signed by a large number of names of men of all parties, I con- 
cluded to accept. . . 

Coi. W. H. Garret Agt. for the Creeks, passed throu^ this 
place oa the 8th. . . 

Col. S. Rutherford left here this morning for his agency 
(the Seminole). I desired him to ascertain on his way through 
the Creek and Choctaw Nations, the facts, as to the rumor that 
two men frcHii Texas were in the Creek Nation for the purpose 
of meeting the several nations in Council &c. and to report to 
me immediately. . . 

Dr. Griffith's solicitude for the Union interests appar- 

Rcctor. Do not illow ibii to be done. Hold creirthing M it i« until 
peace aod oni^ tre ittaiocd, and dim mtke all the cbaogn yon thiok 
proper; bnt not ddw-dm now, by alt manner of meuia. 

I Aa eanNftly beg you to keep your igeocin u they were. They 
arc good aod true men, and popular tad qualified wirh the tribei and 
their buaincM. RcMore and commiiuoa Eliw Rector, tuperintcndent; 
John Crawford, Cherokee ■gent; William Queteoburp', Creek agent; 
Samuel M. Rutherford, Seminole agent; and Matthew Lecper, Wchita 
agent; and if Coc^r hat reiigncd (which I fear it die cue), appoint 
Richard P. Pulliam (who ii the next bc«t living man on earth for the 
place, I believe) m agent of the Choctaw*. With thia programme you 
will have peace and tucceu; without it, no one can tell your tronblct 
or our miifortunci on thi* frontier. . .-Oficial Rtnrdt, firtt aer., 
vol. iii, 598. 

*** Dole to Robinaon, April 9, 1861 [Indian Office, Lttter Boot, no. 6$, 333]. 
■M Dole to Rector, April 6, iXi [ — ibid., p. 317]. 
**' General Filet, Soulktm SuperinU*Jfncy, t8^lS6a, G46S. 
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ently soon vanished. On the twentieth of April, he 
wrote"' that, "under the circumstances," he could not 
hold office. Coffin of Indiana was then selected*" for 
the place of southern superintendent and, in a very 
little while, Griffith was among the applicants"* for 
the corresponding position in the Confederate States. 
Between the dates of the two activities, morever, he had 
been appointed by the Arkansas Convention one of the 
three special agents to interview the Indian tribes in 
the interests of secession. That was on the tenth of 
May. 

The changes in the agency incumbents proved equally 
temporary and unfortunate. Particularly was this the 
case with two determined"* upon on the sixth of April. 
Four days later, William Quesenbury"* of Fayetteville, 
Arkansas was notified that he had been appointed to 
succeed William H. Garrett as agent for the Creeks, 
and John Crawford*** of the same place that he had 
been appointed to succeed Robert J. Cowart as agent 
for the Cherokees. Both went over to the Confederacy. 
Nothing else could well have been expected of Craw- 
ford, or of Quescnbury either for that matter, and it is 
rather surprising that their past records were not more 
thoroughly examined. Quesenbury, like Richard P. 
Pulliam, was a sort of prot6g^ of Elias Rector. 
Pulliam had been Rector's clerk in the office and 

■*! General FJlei, Soulhem Suptrintendnqf, iSs9-i86j, G463. 
"* Smith to Dole, May 4, tS6i ; Dole to Rector, May 9, 1861 [Indian Office, 
Ltltrr Beat, iiol &$( P' 440]. 

••• Jobwoii to Walker, June as, iMi {0$cial Recnrdi, firrt »er., toI iii, 

•*« Caleb B. Smith to Dole, April 6, ttit [General Filei, Southtm Suptr- 
intenJtncf, tSsg-iS63]. 

•••Dole to Quetenbutr [Indian Ofifice, Letter Book, no, 65, p. 330]. In 
the midtlle of the sunmer, George A. Cutler became Uiuted State) agent for 
tihe Creek* [ibid^ no. 66, p. >«■]■ 

■** Dole to Crawfcwd [ihid^ do. 6$, p. J31]. 
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Quesenbury his clerk in the field."* Crawford had been 
very prominent*" in the Arkansas legislature the pre- 
ceding winter in the expression of ideas and sentiments 
hostile to Abraham Lincoln. He accepted the office of 
Cherokee agent under Lincoln, notwithstanding, and he 
subsequently said**' that he did so because the Indians 
would not have liked a northern man to come among 
them. Before Crawford's commission arrived, Cowart 
had departed**" and Cherokee affairs were in dire con- 
fusion.*" John J. Humphreys*" of Tennessee had 

**' Rector to Grecnnood, Augun 31, 1S60 ILttttr Prtti Boot]. 

■** NoTcmber 37, iSfio, he voted 10 the affinouive oa a reiolulioB igiinat 

UiKoln't elcaioD ■ad ■Keiott the advisibili^ of Arkutw member* of Coo- 

gtcM taking their seati during his adnuDiKratioa [Arkaoua Houae Joumai, 

thirteenth lenion, iS6o-tS6i, p. 134]- 

■*' On the thirttenth of June, when Cranford wrote, reaigning his com- 

mittiMi, he said in atenuatioa of hta conduct, 

1 only accepted through the influence of friend* knowing then tbt 
Cherokee Indians wai Southern in their feeling* and did not wish a 
Northern man lent among them to act as Agent & aa the Goremment 
of the Southern Confederal has in their wisdom thought be«t to take 
charge of all ibe Indian Tribes south of Kanwu and the ladiaits all be- - , 
ing anziou* to join in with the South and oppoae to die bitter end the - — ' 
course DOW pursued bp the Northern Goremmeitt-I moat respectfully 
decline acting as agent for the Cherokee Indians under the Adminis- 
tration of A. Lincoln. - CaAwroan to Dole, June 13, tS6i [General Files, 
Ckenket, 1859-1865, C1376]. 
**" Crawford to Dole, May ao, tS£i ltbid.'\. 

**i The eidtemeni here is at an iltrming pitch for the last few days 
I trust to God that those in power will do something to settle this In- 
terruption in the goretnment and somediing must be done soon or War 
will ensue troops were drilling here last night at ten oclock, State 
troops, strong talk of attacking Fort Smith the Preiidenl of tbe Con- 
ventiMi baa called the Convention to meet 00 the £tb day of May and 
the State will seceed if there is not somediing done immediately per- 
haps war wit) be ootnineaced before you receive my letter though 1 trust 
not. I should very much to know that the North and South were en- 
gaged in > war, if you can do aoythiog m have those troubles settled 
use your influence with the President in calling a national convention 
or something elie to have peace. . . - Crawford to Dote, dated Van 
Buren, April ai, 1861 [General Files, Cherokte, 1859-1865, 01044.]. 
■*> Smith to Dole, April v>, i%6x [General Filet, Wtcfuta, 1860-1861, 

l3»o]. 
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meanwhile been offered the Wichita Agency*** and 
Peter P. Elder"* of Kansas, the Neosho River. The 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Agency seems to have been 
left vacant. Truth to tell, there was no longer any such 
agency under United States control. Cooper had 
thrown in his lot with the secessionists and was already 
working actively in their cause. 

The defection of Douglas H. Cooper, United States 
agent for the Choctaws and the Chickasaws, can not be 
passed by so very lightly; for it had such far reaching 
effects. The time came during and after the war, when 
the United States Indian Office came to have in its 
possession various documents*** that proved conclu- 
sively that Douglas H. Cooper had been most instru- 
mental in organizing the secession movement among the 
Indians of at least his own agency. It was even re- 
ported*** that material was forthcoming to show how 
he "was engaged in raising troops for the Rebel Army, 
during the months of April, May, and June, 1861, while 
holding the office of U.S. Indian Agent." His suc- 
cessor had been appointed considerably before the end 
of tfiat time, however, and, when the war was over, the 
Indians themselves exonerated him from all responsi- 
bility in the matter of their own defection."' Not- 
withstanding, he most certainly did manifest unusual 
activity in behalf of the slaveholding power. Even his 

■*■ Some »1ight account of the Wichita Agency and of Ageot Leeper*! de- 
fcctioD bai already been oarrated. A number of documeoti elucidating the 
aubjeci are to be found in the "Appendix." 

a** Dole to Elder, April 39, 1S61 [Indiao Office, Lttter Boot, no. 6j, pp. 
390-S9I] ; Mix to Elder, August 31, 1S61 iibid., no. 66, pp. 3S}'-2S4]. 

*" Sec, for initince, Stockton to Uaher, February 3D, 1S64 [General Files, 
Souihtrn Superinttndeitf]!, 1S63-1864]. 

"■ See Iiiic Coleman, United Statea Indian ageot, to Superintendent Elijah 
Sella, a copy of which letter t* retained in die Office of Indian Affair*, the 
original baviog been *ent to the office of the United Statea attomey-Eeneral, 
October 10, i86{. 

**i Comininioner of Indian Affain, Report, 18^5, pp. ito, 345. 
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motives for manifesting activity are, in a sense, im- 
pugned as instanced by the following most extraordi- 
nary letter, which, written by Cooper to Rector pri- 
vately and in confidence and later transmitted to Wash- 
ington out of the ordinary course of official business, has 
already been quoted once for the purpose of forming a 
correct estimate of the recipient's character. It is grat- 
ifying to know that such letters are very rare in connec- 
tion with the history of the American Civil War. 

Private & Confidential 
[Copy] Fort Smith May ist 1861. 

Major Euas Rector 

Dr. Sir: I have concluded to act upon the suggestion yours 
of the 28th Ultimo contains. 

If we work this thing shrewdly we can make a fortune each, 
satisfy the Indians, stand fair before the North, and revel in 
the unwavering confidence of our Southern Confederacy. 

My share of the eighty thousand in gold *** you can leave on 
deposite with Meyer Bro. subject to my order. Write me soon. 

COOPB*. 
*** Tht reference ii, preiumablj, to a portion of the money thtt the United 
Stetei goremment hsd allowed tbe Choctaw* m Mtisfaction of dainu arising 
under the treatiei of 1S30 and tSjj [Act of March a, 1S61, U. S. Statuttt «l 
Large, vol. xii, ajS]. The epiiode of the Corn Contract wat directly con- 
nected with the expenditure of the raoaey. For document* bearing upon it, 
tee Land File*, Chottaw, 1874-1876, Box 39, C107I, particularly docummti 
labelled "N," "O," and "P." Document "N" i» a cranmunication from Albert 
Pike to the General Council of the Choctaw NaticKi, received at the June tea- 
lion, tS£t, and is most interesting a* showing how Pike mixed up private and 
public busincsi and, indeed, gave to private the prefcience. 

Fkhnds and Brotheiu: You are anaie that since the jm 1S54 
Mr John T. Cochrane and myself, aided by CoL Cooper your agent and 
by your delegate*, have been engaged at Washingtoo in protecuting tbe 
just claim* of your people under the treaty of iSjo before the Govern* 
meat of the United States. 

We have succeeded in procuring a linal award of tlic Senate, giving 
you the net proceeds of all the lands which you ceded by that treaty, and 
a Report from the Committee of Indian Affair*, e*timating the lum due 
you at over two millions three hundred thoueand dollara. 

At the last teaaion of Coogre**. we aucceeded in procuring an ap< 
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When Captain Pike*" reached the North Fork Vil- 



propriatmi oa account of thii debt of $150^000 in money uxl $i5(vx» 
in bondi of the United Sute*. 

Owing to the unfortunate diScultiet between the Northern and South- 
ern Statei, one hundred and thirty-eight thouiand dollin, only, of the 
Mmi, has becD paid, $135,000 of which wa> placed in your Agent** 
handle octcfwibl]' (o purcbate oom; aixl mou of it remiina unexpended. 

Toward* niy expeniea while proaecuting your claim* and towarda 
nq' fee, I have received the turn of aixlecn hundred dollaii. My ex- 
pente* alone, in four year* have been five thouiand dollan. 

I have had to abandon my other buuneia, to attend to youn: and un- 
let* lome part of my ctMnpemation i* paid, or my expen*ea repaid me, 
my prt^rty will have to be *old to pay my debta. 1 am entirely 
without mcRtey, and have you only to look to. 

I have labored for you very faithfully; and am wan your Delegate* 
will tell you that, but for me your claim* would never have been al- 
lowed; and but for me, after they were allowed, the appropriation 
would not have been obtained. 

The whole of the clatma will be paid whenever peace U rcMorcd, 
either by the United State*, or by the Confederate Southern State*. I 
*faa]l take it in charge and never deiert you until all i* paid. 

1 mpectfully and earneatly rcqueM you to cause to be paid to rae, 
out of the money* now in the Agent'* handi, for my expense*, and on 
account of my fee, Mch *um of money a* you may think ju*t and right; 
and which 1 hope will oot be len than teven thouiand five hundred 
dollar*. 

I alto deiire to inform you that I have been appointed by the 
Preaidem of the Confederate State*, a Commitaiooer to your Nation, and 
all the other Nation* and Tribe* wett of Arkaniai; thai I iball at the 
proper time come among you to couniel witb you, and that I *hall take 
your interests in charge, and see that your title to your lands, and all 
annuiiies, and other moneys due you by the United State* are assumed 
and guaranteed by the Confederate State*. On this you may implicitly 
rely; as it i* the promise of one who never breaks hit word- 
Let your people therefore, and the Cbidciaaw* remain perfectly quiet 
until the proper time arrive*, and look to me for advice. If any era- 
ittaiiet from Arkania* conie among you, hear them and **y nothing. 
So it i* that wise men do. The State of Arkaniit has noihiag whatever 
to do with you, and cannot protect you. The Confederate States are 
both able and willing to do *o; and when they have guaranteed your 
rights, it will be tinte enough for you to act. Your friend 

(signed) Albert Pike. 
Office of the Nitiimal Secretary of the Choctaw Nttioa 

[Endorsement] I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy 
fran the original letter frmn Albert Pike on 6le in the National Secre- 
tary's Office. 
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lage, very probably still attended by the escort that the 

Giveo under 1117 hand ind official *mL Done at Chahta Tamaha, 
Naveinber i« A.D. 1873. 

(•igncd) jNa P. TmNSULL, Nitionil Secretaiy Cboaaw Nation. 
■** Pilie'i progranune of opetadoiu it oullioed in his letter to Toonba of 
May 39, iSfii: 

Sn; I leave thia morning for Tihlcquah, the teat «f government of 
the Cherokee Nation, and Park Hill, the rendence of Govctnor Ron, 
the prindpal chief. Since 1S35 there have alway* been two partie* in 
the Cherokee Nation, bitterly hostile to each other. The trea^ of that 
year waa made by unauthotixcd peraona, againit At will of the large 
majority of the nation and againat that of the chief, Mr. Roai. Several 
yean ago Ridge, Boudinot, and othen, principal men of the treaty 
par^, frert killed, with, it nat alleged, the lanction of Mr. Roaa, and 
the feud ia today aa bitter ai it wai twenty yean ag(k The fnll-blooded 
Indiana are moatly adherents of Roia, and many of tbem - I/no to 1,500 
it ii alleged - are on the aide of the North. I think that nundwr ia ex- 
aggerattd. The half-breedi or white Indians {aa they call tbemselTcs) 
are to a man with u*. It ha* all along been lupposed, or at least sus- 
pected, that Mr. Rot* would side with the North. Hit declsrationt are 
in favor of neutrality. But I am inclined to believe that he is acting 
upon the policy (surely a wise one) of not permitting his people to com- 
nut themtelve* until he hat formal guarantees from an authorized agent 
of the Confederate States. These I shall give him if he will accept 
Ibemu General McCuIloch will be with me, and I strongly hope that 
we shall tatitfy bim, and effect a formal and finn treaty. If to, we 
shall have nearly the whole nation with ut, and those wlw are not will 
be unimportant If he refuses he will learn that his country will be oc- 
cupied; and I ^all then negotiate with the leader* of (he half-breeds 
who are now raising troops, and who will meet me at the Creek Agency 
on Friday of itert week. Several of those living near here 1 have al- 

On Wednesday of next week I will meet the chiefs of the Creeka at 
the North FoA of die Canadian. I will then fix a day for a council of 
the Creeks, and go on to meet the Choaaw* at Foit Waibha. When I 
shall have concluded an arrangement with them I will go to the Chick- 
asaw Country, and thence to the Seminolcs. 

I hope to meet the heads of the Wichita*, Caddo% lowai, Toncawei, 
Delawares, Kidcapoot, and Reserve Conunche* at Fort Washita. I have > 
requested their agent to induce tbem to meet me there; Tbc Creek 
cbieb have a council with the wild Indian*, Comanche* and other*, 
high up OD the North Fork of the Canadian, on the loth pnaima I 
shall endeavor, through the Creek chiefs, to have an interview with the 
head* of the wild tribe* at Fort Washita and induce (hem to come in 
and settle on the reserve upon the False Washita River near Fort Cobb, 

Aa I ahall be absent from this post some six week* or more, it it not 
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Military Board of Arkansas had graciousiy-or per- 
haps ofiicially since Pike, according to his own con- 

likely that I thall be able to gjve you ftequent adTice of my mmre- 
■DCDti. There are do mails in the Indian country and I ihall hare to 
employ CEprenei nhcn I dnire to *ead on letters. 

We (ball have no difficulty with the Credo, Seminole*, Choctaw*, 
■nd Chickasawt, either in effectinK tieatiet ot raiung troop*. The 
greatcM tmuble will be in regard to arm*. Not one in ten of cither of 
tlie tribe* bai a gun at all, and moM of the gun* are indifferent double- 
barreled. I do not know whether the Bureau of Indian Affair* i* a part ' 
of the Department of State, and of coune whether tfai* U properly ad- : 
drened to you. I do not iddrei* the Commiuimer because I uctder- 
ftaod be i* 00 hi* way hither. The tuggettiont I with to make are im- 
portant and I venture to hope that you will give them their proper 
directioa. I have already qioken of arm* for the Indian*. Thoae arma, 
if poMible, ihould be the plain musxle-loadiug rifle, large bore, with 
mold* for conical bulleti hollowed at the truncated end, which I nippoae 
to be tbe minie-ball. Revolver*, I am aware^ cannot be had, and an 
Indian would not pick up a minket if it lay in tbe road. 

Our river i* falling and will aoon be low, when ■team'lKMta will not 
be able to get above Little Rock, if even there. To embody the Indian* 
and, collecting them together, keep tfaem long without arm* would dia- 
gu*i them, and they would acatter over the country like partridge* and 
never be got together again. The arm* ihould, therefore, be tent here 
with all *pced. 

No funds have been remitted to me, nor have I any power to pro- 
cure or draw for any, for my expenm or for thote of the couocib I 
muit hold. It has alway* been customary for the Indian* to be fed at 
•ucb councili^ and they will expect it. I have borrowed $300 of Mr. 
Cbailet B. Johnion, giving him ■ draft on the Ctntuniniotier of Indian 
Affairs, for incidental expenses, and if I have a council at Port Washita 
shall contract with him to feed the Indians. I have seen Etias Rector, 
late superintendent of Indian affair* at Fort Smith, and William Queten- 
bury, appointed agent for the Creeks by tbe Government at Washing- 
ton, but who did not accept, and Samuel M. Rutherford, agent for tbe 
Seminole*, wbo forwards hi* resiguaiion immediately; and have writ- 
ten to Matthew Leeper, agent for the Wichita* and other Reserve In- 
diins; and have formally requested each to continue to exercise the 
powers of his office under the Confederate State*. They are all citiieiH 
of AAansas and Texas and have readily consented to do so. 

If ne have declared a protectorate over these tribes and extended 
oar laws over them we have, I suppose, continued in force there the 
whole system. Even if we have not we cannot dispense with the super- 
intendent and agents. I shall also see Mr. Crawford, agent for tbe 
Chcrokecs, and request him to continue to act, as I have requested 
Colonel Cooper to do as agent for the Choctaws and Cbickasaws. Un- 
less all this nere done there would be bodi disctmtent and coofuuon. 
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fession, was acting as commissioner from Arkansas"' as 
well as from the Confederacy-furnished*" him,*" he 
found the Creeks awaiting his approach with some 
anxiety. Among them were Motey Kennard,*** prin- 

utd I therefore eimetdy request that my aaion mvf be inunediilel]' 
codfinned uid these oScen utured that they ihall be eontioued, utd 
that their <»mpeiisatioii ihall be the lame ai under the United Statei 
■nd date frotn the day of the rceignatiixi of each or of hii acceptance of 
office under the Confederate State*. And I alto ttreououily urge that no 
changes be made in these offiees. The iocumbcDts are all good men and 
true, competent, and honeat, and are, or irill be, very acceptable to the 
Indian*. To nuke change* will be to make mischief. 

Mr. Charles B. Johnson is feeding the Wichitas and other Keserre 
Indiana under ■ contract which end* oa the 30th of June. I have in- 
structed him to continue feeding them during the present teaaon uiKler 
the same cootract, i.r., 00 the same term*, which I know to be reasonable. 
It i* very important ttiat some funds diould be at 117 di*po*itiaa. 
The State of Arfcaixa* ha* furnished me an eKort of a company and 
General McCulloch ha* procured me traniportation. To meet contin- 
gent expenses it is neceiaary that at least $1000 should be placed here 
subject to my draft; and, as I have several time* urged, money should 
be placed in the proper hand* to pay a bounty to each Indian diat en- 
lists. 

I wish I had more definite instruction* and power more distinctly 
expressed, especially power in *o maiqr word* to make treaties aikd pyt 
■11 necessary guarantees. For without giving them iMXhiag can be done, 
and I am [not] sure that John Rosa will be *atislied with my statement 
or assurance that I have the power, or with anything les* than a fotmal 
authori^ from the Ctfflgress. He is very shrewd. If I fail with him 
it will not be my fault 

I have the honor to be, sir, very truly and respectfully, yoni*, 

Albert Pike, Commissioner, Ik. 
Oficial Rtcardi, fourth ser., vol. i, }{9-}6t. 
""Pike to Cooley, February 17, t%H. 
"' Offiaal Rtardi, first ser., vol. liti, supplement, 6%%. 
"* A military escort had also been furnished by the Arkansas Militaiy 
Board to General McCulloch [ibid., «S7l- 

**■ Motey, or Moty, Kennard is occasionally spoken of, in the record*, a* 
the principal chief of the entire Creek Nation. The tribe was, however, very 
sharply divided into the Lower and the Dpper Creeks. Their diSereitees had 
been accentuated by the unpleasant and even dishonorable and tragic drcum- 
staoce* of their removal from Georgia and Alabama. The Lower Creeks rep-,, 
resented die faction that had stood ba^ of William Mcintosh and that had 
contented to the fraudulent treaty of Indian Springs, the Upper Creeks were 
the dissenters [Abel, Hiitory of Indian CoMolidation, chapters vi and vii; 
Phillips, Georgia and State Rights, s^S?]- 
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cipal chief of the Lower Creeks, and Echo Harjo, prin- 
cipal chief of the Upper Creeks, both of whom had 
been absent*** in Washington at the time the intertribal 
council of the spring had been planned. They had 
gone to Washington, in company with John G. 
Smith, as a delegation, greatly concerned about the 
prospect of Creek finances and the continuance of 
Creek integrity should the quarrel between the 
North and the South continue. Greenwood had tried 
to reassure them; but, when shortly afterwards, all 
Indian allowances were suspended*** by the United 
States Indian Office for fear that remittances might 
fall, en route, into the hands of the disaffected, the 
distrust and the dissatisfaction of the Indians revived 
and increased, thus rendering them peculiarly suscept- 
ible to the plausible secessionist arguments of men like 
Agent Garrett. Sometime in May, therefore, a dele- 
gation was sent to Montgomery*** to confer with au- 
thorities of the Confederate States, who by the time of 
the arrival of the Creeks had moved on to Richmond. 
At the North Fork Village, everything seemed to be 
working in Pike's favor. There was scarcely a white 
man'*^ around who was willing to say a word for the 
North; and leading Indians, who were known to be 
anti-secessionists, were away*" treating with the Indians 

■*< Letter from GrecimocNi to the DelegitkiD, Februitj' 4, iS<t [Indian 
OfBce, Lrtter Book, aa. Cj, pp. 140-141]. 

"> Commitiioner of Indiu) Affairt, Rtfart, iS(i. Note that aa early u 
March it, it6i. Secretary Smith had ordered the tuipeniioD of the isniiDce 
«f all requiaitiocu to ordiaary diabuning oAicen in the leeediDK itatn. Thi* 
order probably affected indirectly even the Indian Territory [Smith to con- 
■niasioner of Indian affairi, March 18, i86t, MitttlUtniout Filet, /SsS-lSdj}. 

^" Governor Thomas O. Moore of Louiiiana to Freiidcnt Davii, May ]i, 
tg£r [Offeittl Rtnrdt, fint ser., vol. iii, jgg]. 

"•' See letter of W. S. Robcrtaon to the Secretary of the Interior [General 
Files, Southern Suttntitendrncy, lSsg-1863, Riti64]. 

*^* See uatement of the "Loyal" Creek Delegatioa at the Fort Smith Couii- 
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of the Plains. Opoeth-le-yo-ho-la, who was to become 
the stanch leader of the apposition, was not with the 
absentees, it would seem; but then that, at the time, did 
not so much signify because he was not a ranking chief 
and so had little influence."* On the tenth of July, 
the treaty that Pike and the Creek commissioners had 
been working on for days was finally submitted for 
signature and the names of Motey Kennard, Echo 
Harjo, Chilly Mcintosh, Samuel Checote and many 

cil, September, iSfij [Land Files, Indian Talkt, Caancilt, ttc, i86s-r366, Box 
4; CommidioDer of Indian Affain, Report, 1865, pp. }i8-ia9]. 

"* Opoeth-le-yo-ho-la wai neveitheleti a veiy prominent man among the 
Upper Cmkt and had been prominent even before the exodui from Gcor^a 
and Alabama. At all eventa he was (ufficienlly prominent to proteat nith 
otbcf* againu the transportation coatracti that had been made by the Wat 
Department [Lewis Cast to Opoetb-Ie-fo-bo-la and other Creek chiefi, dated 
Tudtabatchytown, Alabama, January ij, i8](]. Again in 1838, Opoeth-le-yo- 
ho-la beaded a party of protest, that time againK the icllbg of certain Credt 
land* left unsold at the time of emigration ICrtet ReierviUi«n Paperi, 35]. 

Opoeth-le-yo-bo-la aecnu to have been one of the assassins of William 
Mcintosh; that la, if the subjoined itaiement of Acdng-supeiintendent William 
Armstrong it to be trusted : 

Choctaw Agemot August 31, tSjti 
C. A. Haub Esqr, Comr of Ind Affairs, 

Sir: The first party of emigrating Creeka are Dow on the opposite 
side of the river Arkansas, on their way op. I shall leave tomorrow so 
as to meet them at Gibwm; while there, I will see the Mclntosb party 
and endeavor to learn the state of feelings amcoigst the several parties. 
Many thteata have been made; and much dissatisfaction manifested by 
both Chilly It Roily Mcintosh, the latter has sworn to kill A-po-the-ho-lo 
who was concerned in taking the life of his Father. Roily Mcintosh 
and the other Chief* now over, are opposed to Ne-a-madi-Ia the Chief 
who is with the party emigrating, upon the ground mainly that they 
may probably be superseded, or their authority abridged. I will how- 
ever report to yoti, fully, after 1 shall have informed myself, of the state 
of feeling Ice, and will endeavor with Gen* Arbuckle, to bring about a 
reconciliation. Respectfully Your Obt Servt 

Wm AuisntoHG Act Supt We*t" TtrJ 
ffar Drpartmeat Files, A37. 

Early in the forties, Opoeth-le-yo-bo-la posed as a trader in tbe Creek 
country. He was the partner of J. W. Taylor, a white man. The company 
so cfMnposed failed, in 1S43, "to give bond and licettse" and so Agent J. L. 
Dawson closed its stoic [Communication irf J. L. Dawson, September 5, 1843, 
War Dtpartmeni Filet, 11537]. 
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other less prominent Creeks were attached to it. On 
the twentieth, the general council approved it and more 
names were attached, that of Jacob Derrysaw being 
among them. On one or the other occasion, several 
white men signed. William Quesenbury, who was 
acting as Pike's secretary, Agent Garrett, Interpreter G. 
W. Stidham,*** and W. L. Pike. Soon came the return 
of the travellers and much subsequent commotion. 
They expressed themselves as opposed to the whole 
proceeding, yet three of them found that, in their ab- 
sence, their names had been forged*" to the document 
that was passing as a treaty between the Creeks and the 
Confederate States. The three whose names were 
forged were, Ok-ta-ha-hassee Harjo (better known 
subsequently as "Sands'* and who became in reconstruc- 
tion days the great rival of Samuel Checote for the 
office of principal chief), Tallise Fixico, and Mikko 
Hutke. It is a matter of dispute what course Opoeth- 
le-yo-ho-la had taken*" in the treaty conference but not 
what he did afterwards; for he became the intrepid 

■M G. W. Sddtiam wa« probtblr t fatlf-breed. Nmtunlly, beiDg tlw official 
interpreter, he tigned ai the interpreter and not ai a nMnibec of tlie tribe. 
>ai We the loyal Creeic Indian* repreMDted by the Delegatun doit 
preseiu, tolemnly declare that the Treaty of July to^ ii6i was alone 
made by the rebel portion of the Creek Indiana, and never waa executed 
or aMcnted V> by the Uaioo portion of the Nation, and i>, not now, and 
never has been, obligatory upon them and the naraca to aaid treaty, of 
the loyal party, nat « forgery -Land Files, Indian Talks, Coundli, 
ttc^ Box 4, i86j-iS66; Commiaiioner of Indian Affairs, Repvrt, 1SA5, 
p. Jjo. 
**'The document herewith given preacnta one vien of the caie: 

The undcraigned Delegates from the Creek Nation would respect- 
fully ask to make the following KatmMnt Gonceniiog the alliance be- 
tween the said Creek Nation and the so-called Confederate States of 
America. To the end that the Creek Nation may he put upon a proper 
footing in the estimation of your honorable body and that there may be 
no miiapprehenaion on the part of the Government you here represent 
we beg leave to slate: 

lit. The Alliance entered into by the Creek Nation with the Cao- 
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leader of the so-called "Loyal Creeks" and the foremost 
of the "Refugees." 

If the Creeks were disturbed about their national 

fedcrtte Govetnraent «■■ eptered into voluntarily, and without the in- 
terference of ■ny penoD or peraoiM otiier than memben of our tribe. In 
tatiing that itep (he aiienibled wiadom of the Nation in council, thought 
they were acting for the be«t interests of the Nation and of tbcir po<- 
teritjr. 

id. Hopoethle Yoholo the far-famed leader of thoie nMmhers of our 
tribe who battled againtt ui, was not at the time of Ae making of Ate 
treaty with Albert Pike Commiaiioner on the part of die Confederate 
Statet, a Chief, counicllor or head man in laid tribe and had no voice in 
the council, he wu however pretent at the making of said Treaty and 
give »aid Pike to undentand that he fully concurred in the mult of our 
de I ibe radons. After the making of the Treaty Hopoethle Yoholo col- 
lected together his adherent*, and for reaaons entirely of a dtmieidc 
character and in no wise connected with the Naiiooat quettiui at itiue, 
withdrew from the country and aiaumed a hostile attitude. With this 
exception the Creeks were united a* one nun in action and were ever 
united as one man in principle on the National question then agitated. 

]d. Although the Nation we represent would not attempt at this 
time to urge anything in palliation of the course of conduct they adopted 
in this matter, other than to lak youi hoitorable body to esteem the error 
at ofM of the "head and not of the heart"-but we beg leave to state 
that at the time of the forming of the Alliance above refered to circum- 
stance* over which we could not possibly exercise control seemed to df- 
mtmd an adoption of the course taken. The protection always borne 
with the idea of allegiance, was taken from our Nation by the with- 
drawal of the United Statt* forcei from the Indian Territory, Thi* 
movement left the Nation* entirely without the support of the United 
Stales government, and had they desired to remain neutral or to take 
active measures on the aide of the United Statei they could not posiibly 
have done 10 without having their Country desolated, or by abandoning 
their homes. Surrounded by States, in a tumult of angry excitement 
attendaot upon a dissolution of their comwction with the United States, 
they were completely in the power of thoae States, without having United 
States forces to call to their aid or assistance. An alliance under such 
drcumstances were [was] indispensible to (he safely of the countiy. 
Viewing the matter in this light the Treaty was made, and once having 
linked our destiny with those of the Confederacy, we could not in 
honor betray our trust. In conclusion we beg leave (o say that as long 
as events cannot be controlled by human wisdom and foresight and until 
an honorable adherence to promiaes made voluntarily, is dishonorable so 
long must we deem ourselves in one *en*e at least -guiltless of any 
criminality in this matter. - Land Files, Indian Talkt, Couneilt, etc.. 
Box 4, Ms-iSM. 
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finances, the Choctaws*" were even more so. There 
were many suspicious circumstances connected with a 
certain com contract and with the expenditure gener- 
ally of the huge sum of money that the United States 
Congress had appropriated in satisfaction of claims 
arising under the treaty of removal, payment on which 
it had recently suspended to the displeasure of the In- 
dians and the discomfiture of the speculators. Wher- 
ever suspicion rested. Pike attempted elaborate explana- 
tions and, wherever afifatrs could be turned to the ac- 
count of the Confederacy, he labored with redoubled 
zeal. His task was an easy one comparatively-speak- 
ing, though, for the Choctaws were already committed,'" 
to the southern cause. The two Folsoms, Peter and 
Sampson, who were among the special commissioners 
sent to Washington to inquire about the money and who 
had lingered at Montgomery, were his eager coadjutors. 
Just how far George Hudson, principal chief, was 
readily compliant, it is difficult to say. It is supposed 
that he issued his proclamation*** of June 14, announc- 
ing independence and calling for troops, under com- 
pulsion and, in July, he may still have been secretly in 
favor of neutrality. The joint treaty for the Choctaws 

***The}' were iIn worried mtt lumore of •e<pMitntioi): 

Statement! having fbuod their waj iottt Mime Of the public priim, to 
the effect that suppliei purchised for die use of the Choctiwi, have 
been detained by citizeni of the Northern State*, which itatenicDli if un- 
contradicted may engender hoitile feelings between those Indiana and 
the Government, I have thought proper to forward to you the enclosed 
copict of official corretpondence in relatton to this subject, that you may 
be able authoritatively to contradict such statements and satisfy the 
Choctaw* that the Government intends faithfully to preserve and per- 
petuate the amicable relttioiu subsisting between itself and those peo- 
ple. - Dole to Rector and lame to Coffin, May i6, iS6i [Indian OfBce, 
hettrr Boei, no. 6$, p. 458]. 

■■* Particularly by means of the resolutions of the Naliooal Coundl, June 
10, ttti. 

*** Ofiriat Recardt, first ser., vol. iii, 593. 
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and Chickasaws was completed on the twelfth of July 
and again prominent men, the most prominent in the 
tribes, no doubt, endorsed the action by affixing their 
signatures. R. M. Jones, the chief *^ of the secession- 
ists, W. B. Pitchlynn, Winchester Colbert, and James 
Gamble,"' who was soon afterwards selected as the 
first delegate*" to the Confederate Congress, were 
among the signers; but Agent Cooper was not. Per- 
chance, he and Pike had already begun to dispute over 
the propriety of an Indian agent's holding a colonelcy in 
the Confederate army. Cooper"* wanted to be both 
agent and colonel. 

Having disposed satisfactorily of the Creeks, Choc- 
taws, and Chickasaws, Pike passed on, with his group of 
white and red friends, to the Seminoles and met them in 
council"* at their own agency. Rector was now*" one 

*** For eridcncv of thifl lod for the fulleu extant Mxount of the progicti 
of MCCMton unong the Choctani, tee letter of S. Orlaitdo Lee to Dote, March 

**'Tbe foltowiDg it found Id the Pert Smilh Paptn: 

Tlibomiiigo, C.N. Nor. a6, jSti. 
Gbk. a. G. Mateu 

Sir: Having been appoioted aa a Delegate from thu Nation (the 
Chickasair) to the Southeni Congrcaa, am at ■ loa» (to know) nhen th« 
CniKreu doa meet. I have all aliwg undentood from newtpaper *c- 
couou that it wa* to he oa the sad of Fehruary, hut tome teem* to think 
it it toooer. Will you pleaie inform me at jrour earlicM GouTenieDCe at 
what time the S. CongreN doe* meet Your attention to the above it 
retpectfully requetted. I am your* veiy Retpectfully James Gamble. 

P.S. Pleate continue to leiid me the Parallel. I will make it all 
right with ymi when on my way to Va. J. G. 

**' Id the liit of membert of the Confederate congreiaet, given in Ofieial 
Rmrdt, fourth aer., vol. iii, 1184-1191, no Indian delegate ii tpcdfied until 

**■ Cooper to Preaident Davii, July 35, iISi [ibid., firtt ter., vd. iii, 614]. 

*'<■£. H. Carruth, in a letter to General Hunter of November aS, iS(i 
[CommtBtioner of Indian Affairt, Rrfort, tSCi, p. 47], would have ut under- 
ttand that the Seminole* at a tribe did not negotiate with Pike, but that the 
whole affair was as between Pike and Jumper, Jumper being aasiBted by four 
cboeen friend*. The five were probably bribed. That Pike wa* not averte 
to the use of money for »uch end*, hit letter » Walker of June twelfth would 
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of his assistants. The poor Seminoles, according to 
theirownstoryofwhat happened, were taken completely 
unawares ; *" and, after some ^julfpl maneuvering, Pike 
succeeded in inducing about half* of them, headed by 
one of their principal chiefs, John Jumper,"* and a 
town chief, Pas-co-fa, to agree to "perpetual peace and 
friendship" with the Confederate States. There was 
nothing specifically said about an alliance, offensive 
and defensive, but it was understood and was immedi- 
ately provided for.'" The head chief, Billy Bow- 
legs,"* and other chiefs of present and future impor- 

lead w to luipect [Offdal Renrdj, fint Mr., vol. iii, 590]. We hive, how- 
ever, no definile proof of (he ■■me. John Jumper wh earlj rewarded by the 
Coafederatc govemmeni. B; act of (he Provttiooil Coogret*, Jiouary t6, 
1861 [Statuttt at Large, p. 3S4}, he was made an hoooraiy l)eu(eDaii('Coloiiel 
of the army of the Confederate Statei. Camitfa fuithet taya that the family 
mflueiKe of Jumper "enabled him to raiie forty-tix men, not all ScmiaolMi 
and Ben McCulloch authorized him to call to hit aid six hundred rangers 
from Fort Cobb, that he might crush out the Union feeling in his tribe," '' 

*'i It is just poasible that Scclor had been with him all the time. At all 
eventa Rector subsequently entered an expeote account igaiiut the C.S.A. for 
services from July tenth to Augus( twenty-fourth inclusive. See Appendix A, 
Fort Smith Paptn. 

*'" See letter of Agent Snow, dated March to, i>64, and iti enclonirei^ 
one of which is a speech of Long John, wbo became principal chief when the 
aged Billy Bowlegs died, and another, a speech of Pas-co-fa, who, provided 
his wgitature to the treaty be genuine, eveDtually must have repen(ed of his 
Cofifederate alliance. He was soon, with Bowlegs and Chup-oo, in the ranks 
of Opoeth-le-yo-ho-la [General Files, SemimeU, i8s8-iS6t, S191]. 

*n The report of the United States commisnoner of Indian affairs for |S<] 
estimates the loyal Seminoles it about two-thirds of die tribe [House Exfottive 
Docummts, jSth congress, first session, vol. iii, 143], that of Ae Confederate 
States commistioner of Indisn affairs ai fully one-half [S. S. Scott to Secretaiy 
SeddoR, January la, 186], Official Renrdt, fourth ser., vol. ii, 153]. 

ar< While at the Creek Agency, Pike had conununicsted, so it seems, widi 
John Jumper and had asked him to meet him there with «x others oompetent 
and authorized to make a treaty. Up to the time of hearing from Pike, John 
Jumper seems to have been inclined to adhere faithfully to the United Statei 
government The excellent report of E. H. Camith, July h, i!6i gives full 
particulars of this whole affair. 

>^' See supplementary Article [pffietal Rtcordi, fourth ser., vol. i, 5*5]. 

*'* See communicaiioas frcon Bowlegs [So-nuk-mek-ko] to Commiiuooer of 
Indian Affaira, March a, tS6} and May 13, 1S6] [General Files, StmSwtle, 
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tance, like John Chup-co,*" refused*" to sign the treaty 
and, before many days had elapsed, joined the party of 
the "Loyal Creeks." Various ones of the "Southern" 
Creeks, notably Motey Kennard, were present at the 
treaty-making and used their influence to strengthen 
that of Pike, Rector, Agent Rutherford,*** Contractor 
Charles B. Johnson, and a host of minor enthusiasts, 
like J. J. Sturm and H. P. Jones, all of whom had for- 
merly been in the United States employ and were now, 
or soon to be, in the Confederate.*'* 

Pike's military escort had surely left him by this time 
and had returned to Arkansas and yet never had it been 
more needed; for the Confederate commissioner and 
his party were about to go into the western country to 
confer with the tribes of the Leased District whose 
friendship as yet could scarcely be counted upon, not- 
withstanding the fact that their agent had openly 
thrown in his fortunes with the South*** and was using 

1858-1869, Biji, Bji?]. See iIm Dole to Coffio, March S4, tS<j [tndiao 
office, Lttttr Bank, no. to, pp. 208-309]. 

■TT ComminiDiiei of Indian Affair*, Report 1S69 [Houte Executive D«at- 
menu, 4i(t congren^ lecood teMton, vol iii, part 3, p. 531]. 
**■ See letter of E. H. Carmtli. 

■T> William P. Davi* of IndiaDB had been given (be United Statei Seminole 
Agency bnt he never reached hit pott [Dole to John D. Davit, April 5, 1I61, 
Indian Office Letter B«»t, do. 68, p. 19]. Coniequently, die Confederate State* 
■gent, Rutherford, bad tale inBueoce there. Not until George C. Snow of 
Indiana became Uoiled Statet Seminole agent, did the noD-tecetiionitt Indian* 
get the encouragement and tuppon they ought to have had all aloo^ 
*so See Appendix B - Leeper Paten. 

ati The Leeper Papers, printed in the Appendix, furaith convindng proof 
of diii^ Note alto that Jul; 4, 1S61, Rector wrote to Leeper from Port Smith 
at followa: 

In the 3rd MCtkw of the law of the Confederate Coagrett, regulating 
the Indian tervice connected with taid govcnunent, and making pro- 
vitioD for tlte continuaiKC in office of the Superintendent and Ageuta 
heretofore connected with the original U. S. government, jrou will be 
continued upon the tame tennt and at the tame aalaiy, at heretofore re- 
ceived from the federal government, and before entering upon your 
rfntiet at luch it will be your duq^ to take an oath before a proper 
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every form of persuasive art to induce them to do the 
same. Fearing, perhaps, some show of hostility from 
the Wichitas, Comanches, and Tonkawas, and hoping 
that a show of force on his part would intimidate them, 
Pike gathered together, before proceeding to the Leased 
District, a company of fifty-six"* mounted men, friend- 
ly Creeks and Seminoles, and with them left the Semin- 
ole Council House. The Leased District once reached, 
some of the hardest work of the whole negotiation be- 
gan and two treaties"* were ultimately concluded, one 

officer erf ■ SUte of the Coafederalc Statn, to nipport die CoDititulioa 
of aod aoccpt a ConumtuoD from the Confederate Statn of Anter- 
ica. . .-Lttptr Papm. 

•** Pike to Walker, dated SenuDole Agen^, July 31, ig«i [Oflidal Recardi, 
fint ter., vol. iii, 604]. Writing to BeDJamiD, December 15, i8£i {.itid^ vol. 
riii, 7w], Pike laid he liad "64 netL" 

***TIiew two treatiet are intertiting in virioui particulart. Thty con- 
tained fewer cmiMaHoaa, fewer departure* from ntabliahed practice than auj 
odien ot the tune. Tlier were made primarily toi the mainteUBDCe of peace 
on the Texan frontier. That fact i* only too evident from their cootcnti ind 
from the ciicamatancei of their negotiatioo. One of tlic chief reaions, cited 
by Tezai, for her withdrawal from the Union wai the failure of the United 
States tt> protect her from Indian ravaget. It leenu never to have occurred 
to hei to ntention die fact that her citiaeni, by tbcir aggrcMioiu, had conatantly 
provoked the ravages, if nicfa we can call them. The nonbem counties of 
Texai were not "Southern" in climate or induttriet, ao it wat especially neces- 
*aty to enlitt their sympathy in the Confederate cause by keeping the Indian* 
of the plains quiet and peaceful. 

The Comanche treaties were also interesting in the matter of their signa- 
tures and of their schedules. The signatures included that of Kcaor, of the 
Creek chiefs, Motey Kenoard and Chilly Mcintosh, and of the Seminole chief, 
John Jumper. The schedule* promised such thing* as the fdlowing to the 
Indian* but in amounts that were beautifully indefinite: 

Blue drilling, warm coats, calico, plaid check, regatta cotton shirts, 
sods, hats, woolen shirts, red, white and blue blankets, red and blue list 
cloth, shawls and handkerchiefs, brown domestic, thread, yam and 
twine, shoes, for men and women, white drilling, ribbons, assorted col- 
ors, beads, comb*, camp kettle*, tin cup* and buckets, pans, coffee pota 
and dippen, needles, sdsson and shears, butcher knives, large iron 
•poooi^ knives and forks, nails, hatchets and hammers, augers, drawing 
knives, gimlets, chopping axe*, fish-hooks, ammunition, including pow- 
der, lead, flints and percussion caps, tobicco. 
Two of a kind would have satiified most of the requitemeats of these 
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with some of the legitimate residents of the locality and 
one with wandering bands who came in for the purpose. 
It is well to note at the outset, however, that the Wichi- 
tas proper refused to be either cajoled or intimidated 
and that, in consequence, they who had always, under 
United States control, been the most important of the 
reservees, the ones to give the name to the entire group, 
were now reduced to a subordinate position and some of 
the Comanchcs*** elevated to the first rank. The first 
treaty then, the one made with reservees, was thus desig- 
nated, "Treaty with Comanches and Other Tribes and 
Bands." The second treaty, made with Indians be- 

■ehcdulM. The liat of thing! U intemting from (he itandpoint of dmneaticitj 
ud gmeril utiliQ' and ■Iw from the atandpoint of the diiogt that the lame 
Indian* had preriouilf Memed to need in tuch inuDenae quaotitiea. For il- 
luitration it would be well to note that when Agent Lccper haodetl ia hia laat 
account* (o (he United State* government, he claimed (o tiare inued during 
(he (ecood quarter of tS£i to (he Indian* a( die Wichita Agenqr, 550 pound* 
of coffee, !jo pound* of lugar, 650 pound* of MMp, 600 pound* of tobacco, etc 
In coocluaicNi, with ictpect to (bcae Comanche treatiei, we may laj that, 
*ince the Choctaw and Chickaaaw Treaty had put the Leased District under 
the jurtadiction of (he C.S.A., (here wa* very little for the reaervce* (beimelve* 
to do, excep( take the protection and other thing* offered by die Confederacy 
(the Comanche* of the Prairie and Staked Plain had pmniaed to become 
reservcea ui the Leaaed Dtatrict) and be content. Pike did not bother about 
promt*ing to make tbem dtiieni erentuaily or about making (hem admi( the 
legaliQ' of die imtitutioa of slavery. Their political status bad never been 
high and it was no higher under (he Confederacy (ban it had been under the 

'** The Tookawa* aeera to have been the ones who were the most com- 
pletely persuaded of all to adhere to the South uid tbey cootiuued aowaver- 
iogly loyal thereafter to its failing fortunes [S. S. Scott to Governor Win- 
chester Colbert, dated Fort Arbuckle, November 10, t86a; Colbert to Scott 
same date; Moore'i Rebtllian Record, vol. vi, 6; Comnusiioaer of Indian 
Affaiis, Reptri, iSfj, House Executivi Darumtnti, jSth congress, first •esaion, 
vol. iii, 143 ; Indian Office, Rtport Book, no. 19, pp. iS(-ilS]. Apparently the 
Confederacy nai rather careful in carrying out it* obligations to the TiHikawos. 
Among the Lteper Papm are various documents proving this, such a* an un- 
signed receipt for money received from Pike, July t% iSSa, to carry out the 
temu of Article* xvi and zvii of the treaty of August 11, iS&i ; and a copy 
of a letter, from Lceper probably, to J. J. Sturm, commissary, dated November 
jo^ iSSi, ooropltining that Sturm had not followed "initructions in making 
issues to TiMikahua Indians." 
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longing outside the Leased District was designated, 
"Treaty with the Comanches of the Prairies and Staked 
Plain." 

The negotiation of the remaining treaties of the Pike 
series came as an immediate effect of Confederate mil- 
itary successes and belongs, in its description, to the next 
chapter. It is proper now to return to a consideration 
of the work of the Confederate Congress, in so far, at 
least, as that work had a bearing upon the alliance with 
the tribes. On the twenty-eighth of August, Hugh F. 
Thomason of Arkansas, offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be instructed 
to inquire whether any, and if so what, treaties have been made 
with any of the Indian tribes, and if so, with which of them ; 
and whether any, and if so, what legislation is necessary in con- 
sequence thereof; and that they have leave to report at such 
time and in such manner as to them shall seem proper.'" 
There the matter rested until after the whole series of 
treaties had been completed which was in ample time 
for President Davis to submit'" Pike's report'" and 
the tangible evidence of his successful work to the Pro- 
visional Congress at its winter session. 

President Davis's message of December 12, 1861, 
transmitting the Pike treaties to the Provisional Con- 
gress, summarized their merits and their defects and 
-gave direction to the consideration and discussion that 
ended in their ratification. It called particular atten- 
tion to the pecuniary obligations*** assumed and to the 

*** J«untaJ, tdI. i, 56s- 

■"McHige of Dm; 11, 18(1 [RicbaTdxMi, op. tU^ voL i, 149-151; Ofidtd 
Regultr, fourth mt., vol. i, 785-786]. 

**'' Thii report I have been unable to find. 

iH Tlie pecuniary obligation* of thete treatic* ire of great import- 
ance. Apart from the aoauitiei accuicd to tbem by former treaties, aixl 
which we are to aNunie by those now tubmittcd, thcte tribe* hare large 
pemancnt fundi in tbe hand* of the Govenunem of (be United State* ■• 
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contemplated change of status. Regarding the latter, 
Davis said, 

Important modiAcations are proposed in favor of the respective 
local governments of these Indians, to which your special atten- 
ti<»i is invited. That their advancement in civilization justified 
an enlargement of their power in that regard will scarcely ad- 
mit of a doubt ; but whether the proposed concessions in favor 
of their local governments are within the bounds of a wise policy 
may well claim your serious consideration. In this connection 
your attention is specially invited to the clauses giving to certain 
tribes the unqualified right of admission as a State into the com- 
pact of the Confederacy, and in the meantime allowing each of 
these tribes to have a delegate in Congress. These provisions ; 
their tniuee. These fund* mif be divided into three duiei: Fint. 
MoDey which the Govemment at the United Smttt ttipulated to invett 
in iti own itoclu or ttocki of the State*, and which hu been partly in- 
vetted ID iti own Btocki and panly uninretted, mnabi in iti Ticasuryt 
hut upon which it i* bound to pay interest. Second. Fundi iuveetcd in 
the nodes of State* not memben of thb Coofederacr. Tliird. Money in- 
reated in itodti of States now memben of this Confederacy. . . By 
the treaties now submitted to you the first and second class are absolutely 
asnimcd by this Govemment; but this Government only undertalce* a* 
trustee to collect the third class from the States which owe the money 
and pay over the amount* to the Indians when collected. It i» fortunate 
for the Indians and ounelves that the amount* embraced in classes one 
and two are relatively small, and the obligations incurred by their as- 
•umptioD caniwt be ooerou*, at the amount due by State* of the Confed- 
eracy on accouitt of inveatment* in die fund* of Northern Indians oon- 
aidcrahly exceeds the amount to be assumed under thi* provision of the 
treaties. We thereby have the means to compel the Govemment of the 
United State* to do justice to the Indian* within Ae jurisdiction of the 
CMtfederate States, or to indemnify ourselves for it* breach of faith. 

... I aba nibmil to you the report of Albett Pike, the cotmnit- 
*ioner, which contain* « histoiy of hi* negotiatioiii and submits hi* lea- 
•on* for a departure fnnn hit instmctioos in reladon to the pecuniary 
obligations to be incurred. [The reference here is to a letter from Pike 
to Toombs, May lo, iS£i, Offtcial Retordt, first ter., vol iit, 581.] In 
view of the circumstances by which we are surrounded, the great im- 
portaitcc of preserving peace with die Indians on the frontier of Texas, 
Aifcansat^ and Mitwniri, and not least, because of the *piTit tlie*e tribe* 
have manifested in making common cause with u* in the war now ex- 
isting, I recommend the assumption of the stipulated pecuniary obliga- 
tiona, and, with the modification* herein suggested, that the trcaiie* 
nibmittcd be ratified. - O^cial RectrJi, fourth ser., vol, i, 7!$. 
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arc regarded not only as impolitic but unconstitutional, it not 
being within the limits of the treaty-making power to admit a 
State or to control the House of Representatives in the matter 
of admission to its privileges. I recommend that the former 
provision be rejected, and that the latter he so modified as to 
leave the question to the future action of Congress; and also 
do recommend the rejection of those articles in the treaties which 
confer upon Indians the right to testify in the State courts, be- 
lieving that the States have the power to decide that question, 
each for itself, independently of any action of the Confederate 
Government.*** 

Again Arkansas was in the lead in the exhibition of 
interest and, on the motion *^ of one of her delegation, 
Robert W. Johnson, the president's message and the doc- 
uments accompanying it were referred to the Conunittee 
on Indian Affairs. This was on the thirteenth of De- 
cember and Johnson was the chairman of the commit- 
tee. On the nineteenth, the treaties began to be con- 
sidered "^ in executive session. The first to be so con- 
sidered was the Choctaw and Chickasaw, and interest 
concentrated on its twenty-seventh article,'** the one 
giving to the two tribes jointly a delegate in the Con- 
federate Congress. This provision was finally amend- 
ed'** so as to leave the delegate's status, his rights and 
his privileges, just as Davis had recommended, to the 
House of Representatives. Then came the considera- 
tion of the twenty-eighth article,*" which promised 
ultimate statehood, and that also was amended in such 
a way as to leave the final determination to Congress, 

By whose act alone, under the Constitution, new States can be 

»»• Oficial R€t«rd, fourth an^ vol. i, jts-jH. 

**'>J»urn«l, Tol. i, s<4» S^J- 

»ti _ /j;^., 590-596. 

•M — IbiJ^ S90-S9>- 

*'*StalaUi at Largt, jjo. 

*** Journal, vol. i, 59i-S9>- 
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admitted and whose consent it is not in the power of the Presi- 
dent or the present Congress to guarantee in advance. . .*** 

In the afternoon of December twcnty-firstj the Pro- 
visional Congress resumed*" its consideration of the 
Indian treaties. The day previous, it had decided upon 
this order of procedure and had agreed*" that the 
Comanche treaties, being of the least importance, 
should be left to the last. The work of the twenty-first 
was on the judicial clauses and, on the question of the 
qualification of the Indians to be competent witnesses 
in civil and criminal suits. Article xxxvi'** of the 
Osage Treaty, dealing with the right to subpoena wit- 
nesses and to have counsel, seemed likely to create pre- 
judice."* At length Waul of Texas suggested*"" that 
Commissioner Pike be invited to be present at future 
sessions in order that some very necessary explanations 
of scope, of motives, and of reasons might be forthcom- 
ing. In the end, the only changes made in the grant of 
judicial privileges were along the line of safe-guarding 
the existing rights of the individual states. In illustra- 
tion of this, take the Choctaw and Chickasaw Treaty as 
typical of all of the treaties of the First Class. Articles 
XLiii and XLiv were amended. To the former was 
added. 

And the Confederate States will request the several States 
of the Confederacy to adopt and enact the provisions of this ar- 
ticle, in respect to suits and proceedings in their several courts.^' 

From the latter, the phrase, "or of a State," was stricken 

'"StiHuUt at Largt, jji. 
••• Jtanuil, ToL i, 597. 
"• — Ihid., S9J. 
*»*SUttuUi at Largt, 167. 
*** Journal, 601. 
*^~lbid^ 598. 
***' SlatuUi at Largt, jji. 
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out and this substitution made ; "or of a State, subject to 
the laws of the State."*** 

On the whole, the Indian treaties took up a very large 
share of the attention of the Confederate Congress 
throughout the month of December; and, after debate, 
President Davis's advice in every particular was fol- 
lowed, even to the assumption of the pecuniary obliga- 
tions. On the twenty-third of December, Johnson re- 
ported *"* back the treaty with the Cherokees and some 
of its clauses were then considered. On the same day, 
Johnson offered*** a resolution of ratification for the 
Seminole Treaty and it was unanimously adopted, the 
same changes identically having been made in the treaty 
as had been made in the Choctaw and Chickasaw in so 
far as the two treaties corresponded originally with 
each other. Congress also ratified a supplementary 
article to the Seminole Treaty. The last of the month, 
the Comanche treaties were reached *^ and soon pushed 
through with only very slight modifications. Then 
came the final consideration of the treaty with the Creek 
Indians. It was ratified*** with the customary amend- 
ments the same day. The Quapaw Treaty came *** next 
and with its congressional ratification, the work of dip- 
lomatically securing the Indians was practically done. 
The later Indian ratification was more or less perfunc- 
tory. 



"•*Steial€i al Largt, 331, 
"•yodnw/, voL E, <i(x 
«* — «iA 
*" — tbU,, 6ja-fij3, 
«••— /H<C, fi34. 
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IV. THE INDIAN NATIONS IN ALLIANCE 
WITH THE CONFEDERACY 

The work of soliciting the military support of the 
Indians and, to a large extent, that of securing it, ante- 
dated very considerably the formal negotiation of 
treaties with their constituted authorities. Whether it 
be true or not, that Douglas H. Cooper, United States 
agent for the Choctaws and the Chickasaws, did, as early 
as April, 1861, begin to enroll his Indians for the ser-, 
vice of the Confederate States, it is indisputable that, 
immediately upon receiving Secretary Walker's com- 
munication *" of May thirteenth, he began to do it in 
real earnest and, from that time forward, gained his re- 
cruits with astonishing ease. There were many*"" to 
recommend the employment of the Indians and some to 
oppose it. A certain F. J. Marshall, writing"* to Jef- 
ferson Davis from Marysville, Kansas, on the twentieth 
of May, mapped out a tremendous programme of activ- 
ities in which Indians were to play their part and to 
help secure everything of value between the Missouri 
line and the Pacific coast. Henry McCuIloch 
thought*" they might be used advantageously in Texas 
and on her borders. Pike believed*" not more than 
thirty-five hundred could be counted upon, maybe five 

*"' 0$tial Rtetrdt, lirtt ter., vol ili, s74- 

*w Chief Jutdce M. H. McWillic of La MeNlla, AHmm*, wu hdoiik the 
number. See hi* letter to Prendent Dmvii, June ya, iS4t, quoted in Ofieial 
Ktcords, voL it, 96. 

*io 0$ruil Rttordi, firM ler., toL iii, 57l'579. 

*" — »tJ., vol. [, 618. 

*■* Letter lo Johuon, May it, iS6t, ihid., rol. iit, 573. 
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thousand, but whatever the number, he would engage 
them quickly and provide them with the necessary 
equipment. He wanted also to employ*" a battalion 
of those Indians that more strictly belonged to Kansas. 
Presumably, then, he would not have confined Confed- 
erate interest to the slaveholding tribes. Others besides 
Pike were doubtless of the same mind. Marshall was, 
for instance, and southern emissaries were frequently 
heard of, north of the Neosho River. Henry C. Whit- 
ney, one of two United States special agents (Thomas 
C. Slaughter was the other), sent*" out to Kansas to 
investigate and with a view to relieve under congres- 
sional appropriation"* the distress among the Indians, 
caused by the fearful and widespread drouth of i860, 
met "• with many traces of secessionist influence.*" 

*»» Letter to Toomb*, May ao, iRtii, ibid., 581. 
*'* C<MiuniiuoiMr of Indira ABain, Rtfort, iSfii, p. 14. 
*^* Act of March a, it£i, U.S. SUOulei at Large, vol. sii, aj9. 
*i* On the twentj-KCODd of May, Wbitney reported, generally, on die 
condition of feveral tribe* : 

Owing to tbe extremely dangeroua Mate of political affati* in Mia- 
•MiH eipedally along tbe Ime of the H. fc St. Jo. RJt., I hsve refrained 
from writiDg to you. . . Although the Dtlawarts were not ctpecially 
rcfered to in my inttmctioni yet I visited the Mitaion & Agent ai it wa* 
quite convenient . . . and ascertained to my complete tadifac- 
tiin . . . that they were ■ wealthy tribe and that although many of 
dieir individual member* were ntetuiloiu yet they were iwt of the 
destituU kind contemplated by your department: ad. diat the new agent 
wbo had he«rd of thi* moTcnicnt towanli relief wai very anziou* to 
make it appear that hit tribe wai very needy & to have large amount* 
of relief fumiihed at bi* retidence on the Minouri River away from 
tbe agency k alao from a central point. . . 

I oeit Tiaited the Otage River Agency and ascertained that all of 
the tribe* betongiog to tbal Agen^ were in rather a destitute oonditioa, 
they having naed and *till (are) uting tbeir tehool fond in buying pco> 
viiioni: the Miamii of that agency I found to be the moat needy k it 
might be *aid that they were tafftring to tome extent . . 

... In reference 10 the Neoaho Agency, aa that wii lucb a long 
dittance I engaged three train* of wagona before leaving Leaven- 
Whitney ipeaks hanhly of tbe Oiage* ai laiy vagabond* and continuea. 
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The efforts of Cooper, coupled with those of Pike 
and McCulloch, in this matter of the enlistment of In- 

. . . The gcDcrat fimine throughout KaiiMa had but little to do 
widi their MfieriDgs u they cultivate nothing of aMuequence . ■ . 
■nd therefore . . . they are not morally Ic itriclly proper object! of 
govemmenl charity. . . 

. . . Syttematic and well planned aolidtationi had been and are 
being made by MiMouriani to them to take ap arnu againtt the bor- 
derer* to nhich the people throughout thi* euiire section feared they 
■night be induced on account of the neglect of Govcnunent [and beciuae 
the white* aleal their poniet] - Land Filee, Central Suttfintendtney, 
i8sa-iS6Q, Waaj. 

Note that Whitney thought the report! of border ruffian inducementi, 
though true in a nwMure, had been exaggerated. On the eighth of June, he 
reported again, 

When I got within reach of the H. & St J. R. R. it became apparent 
that my produce would be at belt loniewhat expoaed to leixure by the 
•eceuioDiRt and that nich hazard would b« very greatly enhanced if it 
wai known to be goreniment proper^ and eq>ecially if it thould be 
known to be going to the lodiani whom the Mittouriani were even then 
a« was reported upon authority endeavoring to excite againn the bor- 
deren. . .-Land Filet, Central SuperinteHdencj, lSs2-i86o, Waaj. 
Slaughter had Icn to report; but even he, on the twenty-Snt c»f June, said, 
while inaiMing diat the report* had been exaggerated, 

I have DO doubt overture* have been held out to them [the more north- 
em tribei], but whether from authorized partiea from [the] South no 
one can telL It i» all matter of conjecture. A geiMral council of the 
tribei it ia uoderttood ha* been tolicited by tome of the Southern In- 
diam, but I doubt whether it wilt be held. -General File*, Central Su- 
ptrinlendtnej, 1860-1862, S404. 

Slaughter further aurmited, from petaonal observation*, that the northern 
tribe* would remain loyal to die United State*. See hii letter to Dole, June 15, 
i8£i. Other people were of dw lame opbion, although, in early 1S61, the 
variou* tribe* had much to complain of, much to make them diacontented and 
therefore vciy nuceptihle to bad inHueiKe*. Some of the Miami* were pre- 
ferring charge* againit Agent Clover for misapplicatioD of fund* and other 
thiitg* [Loui* Lefontaiiw, etc: to Greenwood, Jamiaiy ij, it6i, Land Files, 
Oiage River, i86o-i866\ \ the Kawa were auffering and R. S. Steven* ilowly 
working out the detail* of hi* preponcrou* graft in the conKriKtion of houKa 
fm them [M. C Dickey to Greenwood, Fd>ruaiy iS, iSfii, GeitenI Filei, 
Katuat, i8sS'i86t, Dasov and lame to (ame, March i, iMi, ibid^ D15T] ; the 
Shawnee* were having the utual trouble* over their tribal elecdona, Joaeph 
White having recendy been elected iecond chief in place of Eli Blaekboof 
[R(4)intoa to Greenwood, February 19, 1861, Land File*, Shavmet, 1860-1865! i 
and then, even farther north, from among die Ott»et, came additional complaint*; 
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dian troops, were soon rewarded. Chief Hudson's 
proclamation of June fourteenth, besides being a decla- 
ration of independence, was a call for troops and a call 
that was responded to by the Choctaws with alacrity. 
A little more than a month later, the enlistment of In- 
dians had so far advanced that McCuUoch was able to 
speak"* positively as to his intended disposition of 
them. It was to keep them, both the Choctaw-Chick- 
asaw regiment, which was then well under way towards 

for Ageot Denniwo, who by the way, beome « MccsiioniM oitd m dcfauIUc 
[Dole to Thaddeui Stevcnt, May at, iSSi, lixlian Office, Report Boot, no. la, 
pp. JSS-3B9], wii withholdiDg anouitiet and an upriiing was threaleaing in 
coiMKiueiice [General Filet, Olo*, tis6-ti6a]. 

MTXhc alien influence extended itMlf even to the wild Indiam of the 
Plain*. On (he lixth of Auguit, 1I61 [Geiwral Filet, Pottmeatomie, l8ss-'86i, 
B704], Branch rtponed bad newi that he bid recelTed from Ageot Rot* re- 
garding the hostile approach of these Indians and remarked, 

I diiok there can be little doubt but what emissaries of the Rebels have 
been and are actively engaged in creating dit*ati*faction agatnat the 
government with every trllie of Indians that they dare approach on that 

A* KMo as I can get the busineti of dii* office in a shape to I can 
conveniently leave my office duties I propose visiting tlie mott of the 
tiihet under this nipcrinlendeD^ with a view to reconciling them and 
enjoining peace. . . 

Similarly Captain Elmer Otis from Fort Wise, August 17, igfii, and A. G. 
Boone from the Upper AttaDSM Agency, September 7, 1R61, reported the 
Tcxam' tampering with die Kiowa* [Land Filet, Vpprr Ariantai, 1555-186$, 
04i\ 8771], who seem successfully to have retitled their threats and theii 
blandishments. The Comancbes of Texas were also approached but they fled 
rather than yield [Boone to Mix, October 19, iSfii, ibid., B86r]. They, how- 
ever, importunately demanded a treaty from the United States government in 
return for their loyalty. They were poor, they said, and had lo*t their hunt- 
ing-groand*. Boone made good uie of them as scouts and spies agaiott the 
Texan* [Letter of December 14, \%6\, ibid., Bioot]. They were of the Co- 
manches who had treated with Pike and who had solemnly pledged themselves, 
under duress and temporary excitement, m amity and allegiance. Secret 
agent* from the South went aI*o among the Blackfeet and Agent Thomas G. 
McCulloch sent an ex-employee of the American Fur Company, named Alex, 
ander Culbertsim and married to the dau^ttr of the Blackfeet chief, as a 
secret agent to counteract their influence [General Files, Central Superin- 
tendetKj, i86o-iS6i\. 

•'■Letter to Walker, July 18, 1861 iO$cial Rtnrdi, first ter., vol. iii, tii]. 
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organization, and the Creek, which was then forming, at 
Scullyville, situated fifteen miles, or thereabouts, from 
Fort Smith, as a check upon the Cherokees. Evidently 
the peace-loving element among the Cherokees was yet 
the dominant one. On the twenty-fifth of July, Cooper 
furnished further information, 

The organization of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Regiment 
of Mounted Rifles will be completed this week, but as yet no 
arms *'* have been furnished at Fort Smith for them. I hope 
speedy and effectual measures will be taken to arm the people 
of this (Indian) Territory - the Creeks, Seminoles, Cherokees. 
. . . The Choctaws and Chickasaws can furnish 10,000 war- 
riors "" if needed. The Choctaws and Chickasaws are extreme- 
ly anxious to form another resiment. 
*i*The Kuciry of amis proved to be • icrioui mitter. Oa die thittieth 

of July, the aMiiunt-quarterniaiter geoera], George W. Clufc, telcgnphcd 

to Walker that tiint had not yet ■rrived and that the IndiaiM, eiKaniped at 

the Old Choctaw Agency, were, in coiiie<iuence, ihowiog ugo* of diacoottDt 

[O/^cial RrrorJj, fint aer., vol. tii, fiio]. 

*''> Cooper probably «poke the truth, for the Choctaw* and Chi<AMawi «>• 

gethcr had a poptilation of twenty-three tfaouaaod. 

In iBti, the Indian population of the Southern SuperintendeiH7 wai, a« 

reported by Dole upon inquiry frotn Hon. J. S. Phelp* of Miaiouri [Jcdui C. 

G. Kennedy, of the Cennii Office, to Dole, Auguit 9, 1S61] : 

Chi(±aMW» ....... S.ooo 

ChoctawB ....... iS,aoo 

Cherokee* ....... 91,000 

Creek* ........ iSiSJo 

Seminole* (of which 1,347 were malet) . *fl6j 

[Dole's answer, Augu*t 10, 1S61]. 

In April, the report from the Indian Office had been: 

Cltoctawa ....... it,oao 

Cbidcaaiwt ....... j,aao 

Total ij/no 

Creeki ........ i3iS50 

Cherokee* ....... 17,530 

Semioole* ....... ^*6y 

Neotho Agency ....... 4,><] 

Leased DittricI ....... 9,500 

Total <3,7»o 

[Indian Office, Report Book, no. 13]. 
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There seems to be a disposition to keep the Indians at home 
This seems to me bad policy. They are unfit for gan-iaon duty, 
and would be a terror to the Yankees.*" 

All this time, of coune, Pike had been making prog- 
ress with his treaties and undoubtedly simplifying 
Cooper's task by embodying in those treaties the prin- 
ciples of an active alliance. These clauses from the 
Creek Treaty will illustrate the point: 

Akticlb I. There shall be perpetual peace and friendship, 
and an alliance offensive and defensive, between the Confederate 
States of America, and all of their States and people, and the 
Creek Nation of Indians, and all its towns and individuals.*** 
Akticlb xzxvi. In consideration of the common interests of 
the Creek Nation and the Confederate States, and of the pro- 
tection and rights guaranteed to the said nation by this treaty, 
the Creek Nation, hereby agrees that it will, either by itself or 
in conjunction with the Seminole Nation, raise and furnish a 
regiment of ten companies of mounted men to serve in the armies 
of the Confederate States for twelve months, the company of- 
ficers whereof shall be elected by the members of the company, 
and the field officers by a majority of the votes of the members 
of the re^ment. The men shall be armed by the Confederate 
States, receive the same pay and allowances as other mounted 
troops in the service, and not be moved beyond the limits of the 
Indian country west of Arkansas without their consent."* 

Article xxxvii. The Creek Nation hereby agrees and 
binds itself at any future time to raise and fumi^, upon the re- 
*>! Letter to PrHident Daria [Oficial RecarJi, fint aer., vol. iii, <I4]. 
*>*ldenticRl vrtth Article I of both tbe Cherokee and the Choctaw end 
ChitfciBiw, but different from the Senunole io that the Semioole provided 
■imply for "perpetual peace and frieodihip." 

<*>The corretpondtng Choctaw and Chidcatan Article [xuz] itipulated 
that the colonel of the regiment ibould be appointed by tlie preiident Of 
courte, Douglas H. Cooper, wa* at this time, the one and only candidate for 
the place and there ii no doubl that the exception nai made f[>r hit especial 
benefit However, Pike objected to hii holding, io addition to tbe colonelcy, 
tbe office of Indian agent [Official Renrdt, fint ler., vol. iii, 614]- 

AgcM Garrett wanted the position of colonel in the Creek regiment and 
Pike recommended him, but McCulloch objected aaying, 

I hope the appoinlmeni will not be made, for Colonel Garrett is in no 
way qualified for the position, and from what I know of his habits, I 
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quisition of the President, such number of troops for the defence 
of the Indian country, and of the frontier of the Confederate 



am Mtitficd th« a worae ■ppaintmcnt could Dot be mtde.^Olfeut Rtc 
ordt, fint Mr, vol. iii, J97. 

Thb wu before tb« treaty had been oegodated and, after it had been ne- 
gotiated, Pike wrote to Walker a* lollom: 

Wben I recomfncDded the appointment of William H. Garrett, the 
preaent agent for the Creeks, to be colonel of the Creek re^men^ I had 
not taffideotly euimatcd the ambitioo and deiire for diitinction of the 
leading men of diat nation, and I iIm Mippoaed that Mr. Garrett, pabu- 
lar with them ■■ an agent, would be acceptable at colonel of tbcir 
Tegimcnt; but when I concluded with than the very important treaty 
of July 10^ iattant, they Ritnuouily iniiited that the colanel of the 
' Tcgiment to be raited thould be elected by the men. Ai the public in- 
terett did not require I should iotiit upon a contrary provision, by 
which I might have jeoparded the treaty, I yielded, and the coaie- 
qaeoce is that by the trea^, as signed and ratified by tbe Creek couo- 
di, (be field ofEcera are all n> be elected by the men of the regiment 

Thit being tbe ca«e, 1 have this day written Colonel Gairett, re- 
questing him to inform the Creeks immediately, as I have already done, 
that notwithstanding bis appointment they will elect their colonel. If 
be should not do to he will cause much mitchief, and would deserve se- 
vere cenaurc; but I do not doubt he will promptly do it. . .-Officii 
RteoriU, first ter., voL iii, 613-614. 

On the twenQ'-fourtb of Augutt, the matter wu lettled at Richmond by 
Walker't writing to Pike, 

In order that there shall be no mitunderttanding wirh the friendly 
Indians west of Aikantat, this Department is anxious that the article in 
the treaty made by you, guaranteeing to them the right of selecting 
their own field officers, shall be carried out in good faith. The name of 
Mr. Garrett will therefore be dropped at colonel of the Creek regiment, 
and that regiment will proceed to elect it* own officers. The regiment 
being formed among the Scnnnoles will exerdte the same right. Re- 
assure tbe tribes of the perfect sincerity "i this Government toward 
them. - /At'i/., 671. 

Tbe corretponding Cherokee Article [xl] differed slightly from the Creek. 
It seems to have taken certain things, like the choice of officers, both company 
and field, for granted. It reads thus: 

In contideration of tbe common interest of tbe Cherokee Nation and 
the Confederate Statet, and of the protection and rights guaranteed to 
the said nation by this treaty, the Cherokee NatiMI hereby agrees that 
it will raiie and furnish a regiment of ten ampaniea of mounted men, 
with two reserve companies, if allowed, to terve in tbe armies of the 
Confederate States for twelve months; the men shall be armed by the 
Confederate States, receive the tame pay attd allowances as other mount- 
ed troops in the service, and not be moved beyond the limits of tbe 
Indian cotuttty west of Arkansat without their content. 
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States u he ma^ fix, not out of fair proportion to die number 
of its peculation, to be employed for audi terms of service as 
the President may fix ; and such troops shall always receive the 
same pay and allowances as other troops of die same class in the 
service of the Confederate States.*** 

Article xxxvitl. It is further agreed by the said Confed- 
erate States that the said Creek Nation shall never be required 
or called upon to pay, in land or otherwise, any part of the ex- 
penses of the present war, or of any war waged by or against 
the Confederate States.**' 

Article xxxiz. It is further agreed that, after the restora- 
tion of peace, the Government of the Confederate States will 
defend the frontiers of the Indian country, of which die Creek 
country is a part, and hold the forts and posts therein, with na- 
tive troops, recruited among die several Indian Nations includ* 
ed therein, under the command of officers of the army of the 
Confederate States, in preference to other troops.*" 

Although John Ross had positively forbidden the re- 
cruiting of any force within the limits of the Cherokee 
country, that while nominally for home defense, should 
be in reality a reserve force for the Confederacy, he was 
unable to prevent individuals from going over, on their 
own responsibility entirely, to McCuUoch; and many 
did go and are believed to have fought*" with his 

*" Identical with Article u of the Choctaw and Chicfcuaw Trca^ aod 
with Aiticle LZi of the Cherokee. 

*** Idendcal with Article l of the Choctaw aod ChkltMw Treaty, widi 
Article XUI of the Cherokee, ind with Article XXXVI of the Seminole 

*** Identictl with Artidt tJi of the Choctaw and Cbickuiw Treaty and 
whh Article xldi of die Cherokee. 

"*Frfnioat reported to Towueod, Auguit tj, ttit, thai Cherokee half- 
hreede, judging from the muitcr roll and from the coTToboriting tcttimocij of 
prinoer*, were with McCulloch in thii battle, fou^t about ten mile* (outb 
of Springfield, Auguu lo, iS£i [p0ieiat Rtetrdt, first ler., voL iit, 54]. Coo- 
Delley tayi, in iStfi, Quantrill, retumlDK from Tcxat, lictgered In the Cher- 
okee Nation with a btlf-brecd Cherokee, Joel Maye*, 

Who, muy yean after the war, wat elected Head Chief of tb« 
NatiofL Mayc* eipouied the cauK of the Coofedericy and was captain 
of a company or band of Cherokee* wbo followed General Ben Mc- 
Culloch to WiMoan.-Quanlrill and Iht Btrder Wart, 19S]. 
A letter, written by McCullodi to CoIddcI John Drew, September i, iSfil, 
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brigade at the Battle of Oak Hills, or Wilson's Creek. 
That battle proved the determining point in this period 
of Cherokee history. It was a Confederate victory, and 
a victory gained under such circumstances*" that the 
watchful Indians had every reason to think that the 
southern cause would be triumphant in the end. 

The dissensions*'* among the Cherokee and the con- 
stant endeavors of the Ridge Party to develop public 
sentiment in favor of the Confederacy, to undermine 
the popularity of John Ross, and to destroy his influence 
over the full-bloods were, and there is no gainsaying it, 
the real causes of the ultimate Cherokee defection. 
The Battle of Wilson's Creek was only the occasion, 
only the immediate cause, the excuse, if you please, and 
of itself could never have brought about a decision. 
Yet its eflfect*** upon Cherokee opinion was unquestion- 
ably great and immediate, and that effect was notice- 
ably strengthened and intensified by the memory of 

teemi to indicate that individaal Chcrokcei bad ioioed him lO0icial Rtnrdt, 
fint aer., vol. iii, 691]. 

*'* The Federal defeat was beliered by eontempoiiriei to have beta due 
to roifmanageiiient, to array fi-iciioiv to dx inoMnpetenc]' and tloth of Sigel, 
and to PrteiMifB failure to reinforce the redoubtable Lyon, who fell in the 
engagentent An invettigation iolo Sigcl't cooduct w» wtMcquentlj made 
by Halleck, Sigel') bitter enemy. Hallcdc hated Slgel, becaute Sigel wo greatly 
admired Frimont, whom Halledc nipplantcd; and beonite Sigel wi« tbe bero 
of the Gcnnans, and one of them. For the Gennam, Hallecfc had a great 
aitipatky. Muy of them were "pfllzUdi-badiwhen Reroludoalre" and 
Hallecfc regarded diem >« adTeotDreti or ai refugee! from juHicc. They in 
mm referred m Halledc ai ooe of the Weit Point "buoglen" wbo were io 
nnmenwB in the oortlieni anny, tbe really efficient and capable Weit Fointen, 
■o tbey laid, baring all gone with the South [Kaufmann'i "Sigel und Hal- 
ledt" in DeuUelfAmtrikaimcht GeithichOblaittr, Band, ito-ai6, October 
1910]. 

**» Even in tbe latter part of May, these were to seriout ai to threaten a 
Cherokee dvil war [Letter of Jdm Crawford, May at, iS<i, General Filet, 
Chfrtkii, t8S9-tS6s; Mix to Crawford, June 4, 1S61, Indian Office, LeUer 
Be»i, DO. 66, pp. 15-16]. 

**''Beo McCuiloch to Walker, September a, 1861 [Ofitial Rtcardt. lint 
•er., Tol. iii, 691]; Pike to BcDJaroin, December ij, 1S61 [ihid., vol. viii, 7M]. 
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other Federal reverses along the Atlantic seaboard, 
especially the more recent and more serious one of 
Manassas Junction, on the twenty-first of July. 

Up to about that time, the neutral policy of John Ross 
seems to have received the endorsement of a majority 
of the Cherokee people. In the last days of June, the 
Executive Council had been called together and had, 
after a session of several days, publicly and oflicially 
approved*" of the stand the principal chief had taken 
to date. But events were already under way that were 
to make this executive action in no sense a true index to 
popular feeling. The secessionists were secretly organ- 
izing themselves, ready to seize the first opportunity 
that might appear. The full-bloods, or non-secession- 
ists, were also organized and, under the name of "Pins," 
were holding meetings of mutual encouragement 
among the hills. Encounters between the two factions 
were not infrequent and the half-breeds resorted to all 
sorts of expedients for persuading, or that failing, of 
frightening the full-bloods into a compliance with their 
wishes. They told them that the Kansas people had 
designs upon their lands (which was not altogether un- 
true), and that the Federal government would free 
their slaves and otherwise dispossess, degrade, and hu- 
miliate them. Such arguments had their effect and 
there was little at hand to counteract it, none in the 
memory of the past, none in the neglect and embarrass- 
ment of the present, none in the prospect of the future. 
There were no Federal troops, no new Federal assur- 
ances of protection. Agent Crawford, who was the 
only agent within reach, added his threats and his Con- 
federate promises to those of the half-breeds. Then 
came the Battle of Wilson's Creek with its disastrous 

**i "MeettDgs BDd Proceedings of the Executive Council of the Cberofcet 
Nation, July a, igSi" [Genenl Filet, Chtnkee, 1859-1865, Csis]. 
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Federal showing, and the exhausted resisting power of 
the Pins went down before the renewed secessionist 
ardor. 

A meeting of the Cherokee Executive Council had 
been called for August first, and John Ross, Joseph 
Vann, James Brown, John Drew, and William P. Ross, 
all prominent non-secessionists, had attended it. On 
this occasion, a general, or mass, meeting of the Chero- 
kee people was arranged for, in response to a public 
appeal, and the date for it was fixed for the twentieth of 
August.*" In the interval came the news from Spring- 
field and another communication from Albert Pike."* 

The convention which met at Tahlequah in August 
of 1 861 ended in the secession of the Cherokee Nation. 
While it was in progress, the events of the last few 
months were gone over in thorough review and em- 
phasis placed upon those of recent occurrence. The at- 
tendance at the convention was large.**' Both political 
factions were well represented and there seems to have 
been only a slight show of force, if any, from the seces- 
sionists. The Reverend Evan Jones is our atfihority for 
thinking that some "seventy or eighty of them appeared 
there in arms with the intention to break up the meet- 
ing;" but that only two of them suQCieeded in making 

«M Sm "Meeting) and Proceedings of the Cherokee Executive Council, 
AuguM I, tt6i" [General Files, Cherek*t, lSs9-t865, Csij]. 
'** Pike to Ron, August i, iSfii [Hid.}. 

*" A general meeting of the Cherokee people was held at Tahleqaah on 
Wednesday, the am day of AuguU, iSfi. It was called by the execu- 
tive of the Cherokee Nation for the purpose of giving the Cherokee peo- 
ple an opportunity to express their opinions in relation to subjects of 
deep iatereat to thernaelves as individuals and as a nation. The num- 
ber of persons in attendance, almost: exclusively adult males, tras about 
4,000^ whose deportment was characterized by good order and pn^riety, 
and the expression of whose opinions and feelings was fraok, cordial, 
and of marked unanimity. -Kr>ort of the Proceedingi at Tahlequah, 
Augiut 21, 1861, transmitted to General McCulloch by the Executive 
Council, August 14, >Sfi> {Official Rttordt, first ser., voL iii, (7]]. 
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any disturbance.*** In the course of the meeting, Agent 
Crawford put in an appearance and again asserted him- 
self in behalf of the Confederacy. He "appeared on 
the platform," says an eyewitness. 

And stated that although for some time past he had been among 
the Cherokees acting as U. S. .^ent, it had been by the advice 
and consent of the Omfederate authorities, and with the un- 
derstanding that when the proper time arrived he should de* 
clare himself the Agent of the C.S~A. lliat time had now come 
making this the proudest day of his life.*** 

***Etu JoDci of (he Biptitt Miuion, Cherokee Narion, n Dote, dated 
LtwrcDCe, Kuuia, November i, 1861 [General Filei, Chrroket, 1859-1865, 

***W. S. Robeition, who for twelve year* had been "teaching in the Tul- 
lahMiee Manual Labor School in the Creek Nation under the cire of the 
Pretbyteriu) Board of Foreign MiMJoni" [Robcrtaou'a Letter of September fo, 
iS6i, General Pilei, Sotakmi Suptrinitndtncf, t8s9-t86a, Riftts]. 
Robeitwn tajt, that 

Having witncMcd the whole nruggle between the Loyal & War par- 
tiei, wheii the latter prevailed, I was on the asi^ of Aueum ordered by a 
pai^ of the "Creek Light Hone" acting under the written orden of 
Moty Kenard and Jacob Derrraaw, Chief of the Creeka, to leave with- 
in twenty-four houn from the Creek coimtiy. I retired to n^ frieodi at 
Park Hill in the Cfaerokee where the tame itruggle was going on. 

At Park Hill I enjoyed every facility for knowing the feeling! of 
the people, the detign* of the Eaecudve. 

When at laet the Rebel flag flaunted over the council ground at Tahle- 
quah, I left the Cherokee country with nny family, and after encMiitter- 
ing many dangers, tuccecded in reaching Rolla, on the sj'^ Sept with- 
out giving any pledge to the etiemy. 

Having written U> the Sec. of (he Interior (from St Louii, Oct i**) 
Mating my long rctidence among the Creek* and Cherokeea, my means 
of iitformation, and my deiire to give any information that would ben- 
efit our Gov't or my loyal friends amoi^ the Indians -and having 
forwarded all the printed corrcapoiKlence between tiie Rebels and Chief 
Rom (except the laM letter of the Rebel commiseioiier, Albert Pike) tn- 
gether with Chief Rots' speech at the Cherdec Convention at Tahle- 
quah, on the ii*t of Aug. itid the resotutiotu passed at said Convention, 
without receiving any answer, I concluded that Col. Humphrey's (of 
Tenit.) mysterious movements were all right that he was loyal, and 
kept oar Gov't well informed as to the Rebel doings among the Indiana. 
That I had redeemed my pledge to loral Creeks & Cherokee*. 

Recent letten from St Louis, k New York stating that "Gov't agents 
are seeking inforraati<N) everywhere," and urging me to write to "Gen. 
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Such a confession of baseness seems hardly credible. 
The secessionist was entitled to his opinions touching 
the doctrine of state rights, for which a difference of 
view found its justification both in fact and in theory. 
He might even conscientiously believe in the righteous- 
ness of negro enslavement, inasmuch as it really did 
offer an easy solution of a labor problem; and more- 
Hunter" tc WuhingiMi, ickduce me to tend you my addren, to urge you id 
the niroe of homaDity and juatice oM to take dcduvc meatotc* againtt 
the betrayed and oppretaed people, until ymi bavc heard all that can be 
uid in their behalf. - Letter to Department of the Interior and referred 
to Commitaioner of Indian ASaira, dated Januaiy 7, itS* [General 
File*, Souliern Suptrintndeacy, 1859-1863, R1664]. 

Mix antwered it February 14, 1863 [Indian Office, Lttler Btoi, aa. 
67, P- JS7l- 

In a aomewhat earlier letter, the one front nhich die extract, in the body 
of the tat mi taken, Robertaon bad laid, 

I am . . . deeply intereited in their welfare, acquainted with 
the feeling) of the people, nell informed at to the men and meaturei 
which have detached theae nation* from their allegiance to the U.S. 

Chief among the traitor* were not only the Superintendent of that 
Diitrict, and the Agent* under him appointed by the late Admlniitr*' 
tioD bnt other* claiming to have received commiaaiooa U Indian Agenta 
"dnce die 4"' of March list" from the U.S. Gov't 

On tlie at** of Aug. latt I wa* in Tahlequah, the capital of the 
Cherokee Nation, at a convention of ihc Cherokee people called by their 
Chief Jdo. Rots. . .-RoBEKTSOH to President Lincoln, dated Winnc- 
GMioc, Wiicoosin, December 11, 18(1 [General Filet, Svuiktm Suftrin- 
ttndeney, tSs9-i86a, RitijS]. 

Cooceming the leiponiibiliiy attaching to govertuuent agenta for Indian 
defection, E. C. Boudinot and W. P. Adair wrote, January 19, 1S66, to Cool^, 
The Southern Indiana have repeatedly repudiated the idea that they 
were induced by the machinationi of any peraon* to ally themtelvet 
with the rebellion, but accept the full retponaibility of their act* with- 
out Mich cicuae. 

The patiage above qnoted [nteaning ooe from Coffin't report of Sep- 
tember 24, 1863 -"They retiated the inaidiou* influences which were 
brought to bear upon them by Rector, Pike, Cooper, Crawford and oth- 
er rebel emiatarie* for a long time."] however doei great injustice to all 
the pardea named, particularly m GenI Cooper, who had no eardily 
CMuection with the Cherokeea until several montha after. Mr. John 
Roe* made ibe treaty with the ao-called Confederate Statea. - General 
Files. Chtnkt*. i8S9-iS6s. B«o. 
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over, would work under a benign paternalism, for the 
thorough, because so gradual, development of an in- 
ferior race; but by no standard of personal honor, or of 
moral rectitude could conduct such as Crawford's be 
condoned. 

John Ross had opened the meeting with an address 
in which he had defined its purposes and his own good 
intentions, both past and present. Personally, he 
seemed still inclined to maintain a neutral attitude but 
designing persons had made his position most diffi- 
cult."' 

. . . Our soil has not been invaded, our peace has not 
been molested, nor our rights interfered with by either Gov- 
ernment. On the contrary, the people have remained at home, 
cultivated their farms in security, and are reaping fruitful re- 
turns for their labors. But for false fabrications, we should 
have pursued our ordinary vocations without any excitement at 
home, or misrepresentations and consequent misapprehensions 
abroad, as to the real sentiments and purposes of the Cheroitee 
people. Alarming reports, however, have been pertinaciously 
circulated at home and unjust imputations among the people of 
the States. The object seems to have been to create strife and 
conflict, instead of harmony and good-will, among the pcf^le 
themselves, and to engender prejudice and distrust, instead of 
kindness and confidence, towards them by the officers and citi- 
zens of the Confederate States. . . 

. . . The great object with me has been to have the 
Cherokee people harmonious and united in the full and free ex- 
ercise and enjoyment of all their rights of person and property. 
Union is strength ; dissension is weakness, misery, ruin. In time 
of peace, enjoy peace together; in time of war, if war must come, 
fight together. As brothers live, as brothers die. While ready 
and willing to defend our firesides from the robber and murder- 
*" "Rots WM OTcrborne. It ii Mid that his wife wi» more staunch than 
her kuiband and held out till the liM. When an attempt was made to raiae 
a Confederate flag over the Indian council house, her opposition was so spirit- 
ed that it prevented the completion of the deMgn." - Howard, My lift and at- 
pminctt among aur hoitUt Indieni, loo. 
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er, let us not make war wantcmlv against the authoritj' of the 
United or Confederate States, but avoid conflict with either, 
and remain strictly on our own soil. We have homes endeared 
to us hy every consideration, laws adapted to our condition of 
our own choice, and rights and privileges of the highest charac- 
ter. Here they must be enjoyed or nowhere else. When your 
nationality ceases here, it will live nowhere else. When these 
homes are lost, you will find no others like them. Then, my 
countrymen, as you regard your own rights, as you regard the 
welfare of your posterity, be prudent how you act. The per- 
manent disruption of the United States is now probable. Tlie 
State oa our border and the Indian nations about us have sev- 
ered their connection from the United States and joined the 
Confederate States. Our general interests are insepar^lc from 
theirs, and it is not desirable that we should stand alone. The 
preservation of our rights and of our existence are above every 
other considerati<»i. And in view of all the circumstances of 
our situation I do say to you frankly that in my opinion the time 
has now come when you should signify your consent for the au- 
thorities of the nation to adopt preliminary steps for an alliance 
with the Confederate States upon terms honorable and advan- 
tageous to the Cherokee Nation."* 

After having received this most solemn of warnings, 
"and a few pertinent and forcible remarks from Col- 
onel Crawford," the meeting organized with Joseph 
Vann as president and William P. Ross as secretary. 
To effect a reconciliation between the contending fac- 
tions and to decide upon some national policy that 
should be acceptable to the majority of the people, 
were, undoubtedly, the objects sought and so, after , 
much discussion, a series of resolutions was adopted in 
which these ideas were given prominence as well as 
some of kindred importance. The resolutions asserted 
the legal and constitutional right of property in slaves 
and, in no doubtful terms, a friendship for the Confed- 

**■ For die entire addren of John Rom, lee Official RecorJ, 6nt ser., vol. 
iii, 671-675. 
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eracy. Yet the convention itself took no definite action 
towards consummating an alliance but left everything 
to the discretion of the constituted authorities of the 
nation, in whom it announced an unwavering con- 
fidence. 

Whereas we, the Cherokee people, have been invited by the 
executive of the Cherokee Nation, in compliance with the request 
of many citizens, to meet in general meeting, for the purpose of 
drawing more doaely the bonds of friendship and sympathy 
which should characterize our conduct and mark our feeling 
towards each other in view of the difficulties and dangers which 
have arisen from the fearful condition of affairs among the peo- 
ple of the several States, and for the purpose of giving a free 
and frank expression o^ the real sentiments we cherish towards 
each other, and of our true position in regard to questions which 
affect the general welfare, and particularly on that of the sub- 
ject of slavery: Therefore be it hereby 

Resolved, That we fully approve the neutrality recommended 
by the principal chief in the war pending between the United 
and the Confederate States, and tender to General McCuIloch 
our thanks for the respect he has shown to our position. 

Resolved, "iniat we renew the pledges given by the executive 
of this nation of the friendship of the Chcrokces towards die 
people of all the States, and particularly towards those on our 
inunediate border, with whom our relations have been har- 
monious and cordial, and from whom they should not be sep- 
arated. 

Retolved, that we also take occasion to renew to the Creeks, 
Choctaws, Seminoles, Chickasaws, and Osages, and others, as* 
surances of continued friendship and brotherly feeling. 

Resolved, That we hereby disavow any wish or purpose to 
create or perpetuate any distinctions between the citizens of our 
country as to the full and mixed blood, but regard each and alt 
as our brothers, and entitled to equal rights and privileges ac- 
cording to the constitution and laws of the nation. 

Resolved, lliat we proclaim unwavering attacJiment to the 
constitution and laws of the Cherokee Nation, and solemnly 
pledge ourselves to defend and support die same, and as far as 
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in us lies to secure to the citizens of the nation all the rights and 
privileges which they guarantee to thcoL 

Renlved, That among the rights guaranteed by the constitu- 
tion and laws we distinctly recognize that of property in negro 
slaves, and hereby publicly denounce as calumniators those who 
represent us to be abolitionists, and as a consequence hostile to 
the South, which is both the land of our birth and the land of 
our homes. 

Rtiolved, That the great consideration with the Cherokee 
people should be a united and harmonious support and defense of 
their common rights, and we hereby pledge ourselves to mutually 
sustain our nationality, and to defend our lives and the integrity 
of our homes and soil whenever the same shall be wantonly as- 
sailed by lawless marauders. 

Reiolved, That, reposing full confidence in the constituted 
authorities of die Cherokee Nation, we submit to their wisdom 
the management of all questions which afFect our interests grow- 
ing out of the exigencies of the relations between the United and 
Confederate States of America, and which may render an alli- 
ance on our part with die latter States expedient and desirable. 

And which resolutions, upon the question of their passage be- 
ing put, were carried by acclamation. Joseph Vann, President. 
Wm. P. Ross, Secretary. 
Tahlequah, C.N., August 21, i86i.*» 

In making his plans, prior to the Battle of Wilson's 
Creek, for effecting a junction with Price and cooper- 
ating with him and others in southwest Missouri, Mc- 
Culloch acted, not under direct orders from Richmond, 
but from his own desire to take such a position opposite 
the Cherokee Neutral Lands, once so outrageously in- 
truded upon by Kansas settlers and now being made the 
highway of marauders entering Missouri, as would 
make it appear to the Cherokees that he was there as 
their friend and as the protector of their interests. 
After the battle, he refused, and rightly in view of his 

*'• Ofidal Rectrd, fim »tt., vol, iii, 675-676. A iligfatly imorKCt copy of 
thne ■aine rcwlotiont ii to be found in vol. siii, 499-500. 
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own special commission, to accompany Price in his 
forward march towards the Missouri River. Instead 
he drew back into the neighborhood of the Cherokee 
boundary and there developed his plans for attacking 
Kansas, should such a course be deemed necessary in 
order to protect Indian Territory. 

It was at this juncture that the Cherokees as a nation 
expressed their preference for the South and for the 
southern cause, moved thereto, however, by the pecu- 
liarities and the difficulties of their situation. The Ex- 
ecutive Council lost no time in communicating"" to 
McCulloch the decision of the Tahlequah mass-meet- 
ing and their own determination to carry out its wishes 
by effecting an alliance with the Confederacy "as early 
as practicable." They realized very clearly that this 
might "give rise to movements against the Cherokee 
people upon their northern border" and were resolved 
to be prepared for such an emergency. They, there- 
fore, authorized the raising of a regiment of mounted 
men, home guards they were to be and to be so desig- 
nated, officered by appointment of the principal chief. 
Colonel John Drew being made the colonel. It would 
appear that the nucleus of this regiment, and with a 
strong southern bias, had made**' its appearance prior 
to the Tahlequah meeting and the circumstance gave 
rise to the suspicion that the Cherokees had not been act- 
ing in good faith. After the war, the suspicion con- 
centrated, very unjustly, upon John Ross and was made 
the most of by Commissioner Cooley at the Fort Smith 

**" Joho Ron and atbcn (o McCulloch, Auguit 14, iStii [Offidal Rtcordt, 
lint MT., vol. iii, 673]. 

*" ConuniMiMier of Indian Affair*, Rtport, 1865. The Report of the Com- 
mitutner of Indiui Affair* to Preiident Johiuon, February z$, 1SS6, in antwec 
to the CheTofcee protett agaimt Chief RoM't depoeition contains this itatenieDt: 
A* early a* June or July, the exact date i* not knonn, Jdia Rom 

authorized the railing of Drew** Regiment, for the Southen army. . . 



Digitized by Google 



Alliance with the Confederacy 227 

conference; in order to accomplish, for reasons dishon- 
orable to the United States government, the aged chief's 
deposition. 

Drew's regiment of home guards was tendered to 
McCulloch and he agreed to accept it*" but not until 
after a treaty of alliance should have been actually con- 
summated between the Cherokees and the Confederate 
States. Pending the accomplishment of that highly de- 
sirable object, McCulloch promised to protect the 
Cherokee borders with his own troops and confessed*" 
that he had already authorized the enlistment of an- 
other force of Cherokees under the command of 
Stand Watie, which had been designed to protect that 
same northern border but "not to interfere with the 
neutrality of the Nation by occupying a position within 
its limits." 

It is not easy to decide just when or by whom the use 
of Indians by the Federals in the border warfare "* was 

*** McCaltorii to Rom, September i, tSdt [Oficuti RecorJt, Rnt *er., vol. 
iii, 690}. 

tn — IHd.; McCulloch to John Dmr, Sepiember i, iS6i tibid., £91]. 

"* Id the coune of the t*ir, both inMde aod ounide of Ktnau, many in- 
ttaaett occurred of lodiuu' eipmiiog ■ wiib to light or of (heir lervica 
being einintly wlidtcd. In tite April of 1S61, ■ deputation, headed by 
While Cloud, came eatt tnd teodered to the Uoited State* gorenuneni the 
•ervice* of aomc three hundred warriors, Sioux and Chippewai [Moore't 
RebtUion Record, toI. i, 43]. 

Agent Burleigh, in charge of the YanctoD Sioux, atked permiMion to 
garriion Fort Randall with Indians [CommissicHier of lodiia Affain, Rrperl, 
tt6i, p. iiS]. The Otnahat manifeited great iniereit in the war, k> their 
agent, O. H. Irish, report^ [ibid., p. 65]. Toward* the end of the (truggle 
a youDg recruiting oflker, who went among them, per*u*ded about thirty 
youlhi, nxmly itudenla at the Miuion School, to enlitt. Their termi had not 
expired when the war closed, to they were lent out aa Kouti to protect the 
Union Pacific Raittoad, in courve of conatruction from Denver to Salt Lake 
City, against the Sioux who were attacking workmen and emigrant). Even 
Senecat from the far away Cattaraugus Reservation, New York, offered to 
enliit [Dole to Strong, December 7, 1S61, Indian Office Letter Book, no. S7, p. 
139] ; and so did the Pawneei from the great plaint. The United State* gov- 
ernment, however, refuted to accept the PawneeB for anything but scouts and. 
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first suggested. As late as May twenty-second, Gov- 
ernor Charles Robinson of Kansas, in a letter"* to 
Superintendent Branch, protested against even so much 
as arming them, which would certainly indicate that a 

in tbat capadCf, (bey proved aceedincl]' lueful [ComfuinioDCr of Iitdiui 
ASain, Rtf»r1, 1S69, p. 473]. Winnebagoc* ncre m tbc United State* employ 
[iDdian OSioe, Report Bott, no. 13, pp. 276-377], m were alio manj indi- 
Tidualt from other tribe*. Some lodiaiu became commiMiooed (Acer* and ■ 
number were at the head of oomftaniea. Captain Dorioo of Company B, 
RegimeDt Founeeotb Kanui Volunteer* wa* an Tow* [ibid^ 36t] and Eli 
S. Paiker on General GTant"* ataS waa a Seneca. 

After the Enrollment Act of March ], iH% [United State* Statuttt at 
Largi, vol. xii, 731-737] wit pitaed, Mveral aneroptt were made to force the 
Indian* to lerve in the army but Mis, the Acting Comnutaioner of Indian 
Affair*, declared tlie)' were exempt from the draft [Letter to Agent D. C. 
Leach, September 4, 1BS3, Indian Office, Letter Book, no. 71, p. 354]. On the 
lixtccnth of July, ii£3, the United State* War Department inquired very pai^ 
ticularly a* to the Indian eligibility for enrollment and Secreta:7 Uther took 
occaiion to imtnict Mix that the reapeedve agenti sliDuld be 

Directed to offer no rciiitanoe to the enrolling officer*, after notifying *aid 
officer* of the fact, that the tribe or tribe* under their charge are com- 
poaed of Indian* who have not acquired the ri^ta of Cttiienihip, but 
immediately upon being informed of the drafting of any member of 
hi) tribe, he will report the caie to the Comr of Indian Affair*, for tuch 
action ai may be necesiaiy to procure the exemption of the Indian* from 
military lervice. - Letter of Secretary Uaher, Septendier ti, ilA], Mu- 
etllane«ui Filei, 1S58-1863. 

*** The bearer hai a train of good* at thi* point en route for the In- 
dim* on the weMem border of the State, containing quite a qnantity 
of arm* II ammunition. 

There i* gieat excitement in the community with reference 10 
arming the Indian* at the preient time, a* for several day* pait re- 
port* have come to u* that our frontier settlement* are in danger of at- 
tack from boitile Indiaiu who are collectii^ in the neighborhood. I 
am daily tropormiwd to aend them aid. Alto, icport *ay», and it leeni* 
very reliable, that the Indian* on our touihem border are arming them- 
*elvet againit our citixens. In addition to theae Indian rumor* it i> 
believed by many that theae arm* arc in danger of falling into the 
band* of •ecenitmiit*, before reaching (heir deatination. Quite a num- 
ber of that clan of men have recently paned np thu way (Topdca) 
and through Riley County. In thi* condiiion of affair* I do not tfaiiA 
(he*c arm* & ammunition can be taken west without an eacort, a* the 
rabble will be almoat certain to waylay tbem a* toon a* they get on the 
Pottawatomie Reierve. I can protect them while in thi* county k will 
do 10, but cannot follow them. Would it not be well, if you have the 
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general use of their services had not yet been thought 
of or resorted to; but, in August, when Senator James 
H. Lane was busy organizing his brigade of volunteers 
for the defense of Kansas, he resolved,**" rather oflfi- 

4D(hority, to direa the better to leave tbtit part of hii freight in charge 
of the U.S. Martha), or io ray charge, until there ihall be a change 
of circuraMUMxa, or until further order* from Waihingtoa? 

AlthiHigh I would pot undertaice Io oppoee the action of Goremnient 
in the nutter and nould not ioterfere nnlcM it thould be to prevent 
the properQ' from falling into the handi of ■ mob, yet I do think under 
the drcumnaiicci it i* very bad policy to aim the Indiaot on the bor- 
der. I feel very lure from what I learn, they will be uied againit our 
dtiten* within three monthi time. 1 am ready to co-operate at all 
timet with the U.S. autbotitie*. . .-General Filet, CtmtrtU Suptriw 
tendtnty, i86a-iS6», B479. See alto Branch't reply, May ij, thid, 
**' H. B. Branch to Mix, Septerobcr td, iSfii, trantmitting a letter from 
Agent Famiworth of September i], iSGi, eneloung communicadont from Sen- 
ator Lane, Captain Price, and othert, "relative to organizing the Indiana for 
the defente of the Government" [General Filet, Kantta, i8ss-iS63, B774.]. 
Headquarters K3. PL Lincoln, Aug. lad iStii. 
To Indian Agenla Sac and Foxea- Shawnee* - Delawarea - Kidca- 

pooi - Poiiwatomie* - atkd Kawt- Tribe* of IiKliant 

Genti: For the defence of Katnat t have determined to ute die 
loyal Indiana of the Tribet above named. To (hit end I have appoint- 
ed Auguatut Wattle*, Esq to confer with you and adopt auch meanrct 
a* will tecure the early anembling of the Indiani at thit point. 

If you have the mean* within your control I wontd like to have you 
anpply them when they march with a nifBdent quandly of powder, 
lead & ■ubalMcncB for their maith to thii place, where they will be fed 
by the Govenanent. 

You can atiure them for the Govt that they will not be marched 
out of Kama* witbont thdr content - that they will be ntcd only for the 
defence of Kanaa*. 

I enjoin each of you to be prompt and energedc that an early at* 
lembling of taid Indian* at thii point may thereby be tecuicd. 

J. H. Lanb, Commindiog Kanaa* Brigade. 
By Abkam CtrrtER, Acdng ataitiant Adgl-Gen. 

Tbe danger ii immineDL Horde* of wbitet & half breed* in die 
Indian country are !n arm* driving out & killing Union meiL Tltey 
threaten to overrun Kansat and exieiminate both while* k Indians. It 
it rumored that John Ron, the Cherokee Chief 11 likely to be overaHBe 



The Otaget alto need attittance. Gen. Lane inlendt to eilablitb a 
■trong Indian camp near the neutral land* at a guard to prevent forage 
into Kaiiaat. He it very tolicitou* that you thould come if poetiblc 
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ciously, one might think, upon using some of the Kan- 
sas River tribes in establishing "a strong Indian camp 
near the neutral lands to prevent forage into Kansas" 
and arranged for a conference with the Indians at Fort 

with the Chieft Sc tt him at Pt LincolD od the Little OiBge to milei 
Mmh of Mouod Oty. 

If you do come, please bring all the fightiiiE mea you cto, of all 
Kindt. Men are needed. 

If you do not come, pleaie authoritc tome TCtponiibtc roan to lead 
the Indiana ai far at Ft Lincoln where Gen. Lane will recrive them 
and give them a big war talk. Bring an interpreter. Expcnaea will 

CoDgren will undoubtedly make suitable adcnowledgement* to the 
Kaws, ai aa iadependenl nation, for any raluable lervtcea which they 
may render. . . 

P.S. A Captain'* wage* will be given to any competent man whom 
you may appoint to take the lead of the band, provided there are fifty 
OT more. - Augustus Wattlrs to Major Fanieworth, dated Sac and 
Fox Ageng', Kansas, August 15, iStii. 

Wattles had evidently not yet beard of the Tahleqnah mass-meeting. Pos- 
tal CDimectioas with Indian Territory were, of necessity, very poor. Dole 
had recommended, May 19, it6i, to Secretary Smith a new postal route 
dirough southwest Missouri or southern Kansas instead of the old mute 
through Arkansas [Indian OBiae, Repart Book, no. la, p. 170]. 

The Confederates were similarly embarratted. On the twenty-Kventh of 
May, the postraaster at Fort Smith had complained to the postmaster- general 
J. H. Reagan, 

Enclosed please find letter of G. B. Hester (a Choctaw who was 
made quarter-master and commissary in the First Choctaw Regiment 
and, in iSfs, "cotton agent for the Creek Indians who were at that time 
squatting in the Chickasaw Nation." See O'Beiroe's Ltadtri mid Ltad- 
ing Men of lie Indian Territory) at Boggy Depot, C.N. You will 
see they are without mails in that country. For three weeks the mails 
for the Indian country have been accumulating in this office. I sent 
forward all the mail that could be packed on a single horse. . . I 
cannot get men to carry the mail. They say they are afraid of being 
robbed or murdered. . . Our neighbours, the Indians must suffer 
great ineoavenience on account of the stoppage of mail facilities. All 
tribes arc in favor of the South except the Cherokees. A little good 
talk would do them good, perhaps a linle powder and lead might help 
the cause. Ross and his par^ are not to be relied oa.-Fort Smith 
Papen. 
Mayers wrote Reagan in a umilar vein a month later, «) June 36, 1S61, 
Our mails throughout the Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw & Creek 
nations have all been stopped by the old mail carriers. . . - Ibid. 
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Lincoln, his headquarters. Soon, however, a stay of 
execution was ordered *" until the matter could be dis- 
cussed, in its larger aspects, with Commissioner Dole, 
to whom courtesy,"* at least, would have demanded that 
the whole affair should have been first submitted. 

Dole was then in Kansas*" and before long became 
aware"* that General Fremont was also favoring the 

**^ Od Augiut iti, 1S61, Wattlei wrote Farntworih from Lawrence, 

I wrote you ■ few dty* «go oonceming the empIoTment of the In- 
dieo* in the defence of our fnmtier. 

The Dcctwity Kcnied imperiEive. But on bearing that tbe Cuu- 
mitdoner of Indian ASairt wa* in Kansa* and will probably «ee you- 
I think it be« to aay oMhing to the Indiaiu till he is coniutted lO tbe 
matter. 

Gen. Lane haa 60 milea of the Mitaouri border to guard, and an army 
of at Icait double hii to hold in check, which employ* all bit force night 
tc dty. 

Betide* thii, be hai tbe Indian frontier on the touth of about 100 
milea. Thit he iotendB to intnitt to the liq^al Indiana -I will add, if 
the CtnuniiHoner agrcei to it. 

Tbe Kay of execution wu not of loag duratioi^ however; for, September 
to^ i8<i, J. E. Prince tent Famtworth from Fort Leavenworth a circular le- 
qucatinE immediate enrollment and an estimate of tbe ttrength of tbe loyal 

***Tbe conduct of Lane wat pretumptuoua, arrogant, dictatorial; but he 
had interfered in yet other way* in Indian CMtcemt. He mutt have had quite 
a hold, political or otherwiie, orei acTcral of tbe agenti and they appealed 
to him in matter* that ought, in tbe firm iottance, to have been rcfeired to die 
Indian Oflice and left there. Thua, in July, Agent F. Johmon had approached 
Lane on die subjea of having Charlea Jounieycake appointed Delaware chief 
in place of Rock-a-to-wa deceased. Both Pomeroy and Lane endoraed tbe 
appMntment but it waa unquestionably entirely out of their province to do ao. 
Tribal politic* were anurcdly no concern of the Kantu delegation !n Coo- 

**■ Dole had gone to Kaniat in the latter part of August "to submit in 
perton die amendmenta, made by tbe Senate at ita last teaaion, to tbe Delaware 
treaty of May 30, il6a^ [CommisMoncr of Indian Affair*, Report, 1S61, p. 11]. 
**>! find heit your letter to the Agent of the Delaware, requesting 
Fall Leaf to o^aniie a parQ* of 50 men for the service of your De- 
partment. Mr. Jthnuu the Agent called the tribe togetber before I ar- 
rived here, and found tbe Cfaieb unwilling that their young men should 
enter die service at you deiired. Since my arrival I have seen the 
Chief* and ttattd to them that the Government waa not asking diem to 
enter die war at a tribe but that we wttbed to employ some of the tribe 



Digitized by Google 



232 The Indian as Slaveholder and Secessionist 

enlistment of Indians, or, at all events, their employ- 
ment by the army in some capacity. He had ap- 
proached Agent Johnson on the subject, his immediate 
purpose being to request Fall Leaf, a Delaware, "to 
organize a party of 50 men for the service of" his de- 
partment. Ag«it Johnson called the tribe together and 
discovered that the chiefs were much averse to having 
their young men enlist. Dole inquired into the matter 
and assured**^ the chiefs that a few braves only were 
needed and those simply for special service and that 
there was no intention of asking the tribe, as a tribe, to 
give its services. The chiefs refused consent, notwith- 
standing; but Fall Leaf and a few others like him did 
enlist.*" They were probably among the fifty-three 
Delawares, subsequently reported "* as having been em- 
ployed by Fremont to act as scouts and guides. Fall 
Leaf attained the rank of captain."* Superintendent 

for Special Serrice uid niihcd the Chief* to make do objectioD. I 
could not however get their conacDt even to acquieace in thdr meD Vol- 
unteering tot the aervice aa fou deaired, & Fall Leaf and aeveral of the 
tribe are here and detennined lo tender you thrir Service*, with 1117 
CODseoL I have advised them that they arc *t Liberty to join you if tbey 
chooee. Fall Leaf layt he will be able to icpori it Fort Leavenworth 
in a lery few day* with twenty to twenty five men. Should you require 
more men, you will have probably to call on some other tribe. Thoae men 
who volunteer against the advice of their Chief* *honld be particularly 
remembered by the Gov't. -Dole to Frimonl, dated Leavenworth Qty, 
September ij, 1B61 [Indian Office, Letter Beat, no. 66, p. 4S5]. 
«' — /«A 

**' I am inatructed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
i]th intL, and to state that the Commanding General will accept with 
pleaiure the Krvice* of Fall Leaf and hia men. 

Other tribe* will be applied to immediately. I have written to the 
awiM effect to Mr. Johnson, at the Delewate Agency. -John R. How- 
ARD^ captain and secretary, to William P. Dole, dated Headquarters, 
Western Department, at St Louii, September ao, 1861 [General Files, 
Central SupermtemUncy, 1860-1863]. 

*•* F. Johnson lo Dole, June 6, 1S61 [General Files, Delavwe, i86a-i866\. 
'"Dole to Captain Fall Leaf, November 11, t86j [Indian Office, Letter 
B^k, no. 73, p. 109}. 
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Branch,"' be it said, and also Commissioner Dole,*** at 
this stage of the war, were strongly opposed to a general 
use of the Indians for purposes of active warfare. They 
knew only too well what it was likely to lead to. In- 
deed, the most that Dole had, up to date, agreed"' to, 
was the supplying the Indians with the means of their 
own defense when United States troops had shown 
themselves quite unavailable. 

Dole's opinion being such, it is scarcely to be sup- 
posed that he could have considered favorably Senator 
Lane's idea of an Indian camp in the Cherokee Neutral 
Lands or the one, developed later, of an Indian patrol 
along the southern boundary of Kansas. Lane's 
troubles, quite apart from his Indian projects, were 
daily increasing; and, considering the method of war- 
fare indulged in by him and encouraged in his white 
troops, the same one that pro-slavery and free-state men 
had equally experimented with in squatter-sovereignty 
days, it would have been simply deplorable to have per- 
mitted him the free use of Indian warriors. Com- 
plaints"' of Lane and of his brigade, of their jayhawk- 
ing and of their marauding were being made on every 

**■> Report to I>olc, October aa, igSi [Commtntooer of Indiui Afftir*, 
Report, 1S61, p. jo] ; Report to Dole, September 17, iSdi [Commiisioiier at 
Indiao Affairi Report, i86a, p. 9I]. 

*^ I ttnA you ■ letter to General Fremont open that you nuiy read 
■nd UDdentud in object Fait Leaf will call upon you probably 
thii aftcraooQ and receive from you nich informatHin at you «ce proper 
to BJve hioL I am diainclined to encourage the lodiua to engage in 
thii war except in extreme caic*, at guides. I have in tbit caae uied 
nay influence in favor of the formation of this Company, without any 
knowledge of the views of Gov't, suppoiing Gen' Fremont was a special 
need of them or he would not have made the request. . .-Dolk to 
Captain Price, dated L«avenwordi, September 13, iS£i [Indian Office, 
Letter Book, aa. U, pp. 4Ss-4i£]. 

"'Letter of August t%, tHi [Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Report, 
iISi, p. 39]. 

"* General Orders, no. 13 [Official Rtcerdt, first ser., vol. iii, SJ9]> 
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hand. Governor Robinson *" reported these complaints 
and endorsed them. Secretary Cameron, while making 
his western tour of investigation, heard*" them and re- 
ported them also. Lane attributed**' them to personal 
dislike of him, to envy, to everything, in fact, except 
their true cause; but we know now that they were all 
well-grounded. Yet, remarkable to relate, Lane's in- 
fluence with Lincoln and with the War Department suf- 
fered no appreciable decline. His suggestions*** were 
acted upon; and, as we shall presently see, he was even 
permitted to organize a huge jayhawking expedition 
at the beginning of the next year. 

The mention of Lane's jayhawking expedition calls 
to mind the conditions that made it seem, at the time, an 
acceptable thing and takes us back in retrospect to In- 
dian Territory and to the events occurring there after 
the Tahlequah mass-meeting of the twenty-first of Au- 
gust. As soon as the meeting had broken up, John Iloss 
despatched *" a messenger to Albert Pike to inform him 
of all that had happened and of the Cherokee willing- 
ness, at last, to negotiate with the Confederacy. It was 
arranged that Pike should come to the Cherokee coun- 
try, taking up his quarters temporarily at Park Hill, 

*>*Villar<l nyi, u early n 1S56, rivalry had developed between RobinioD 
aod Lane {John Brown, loS]. 

**° Thomas to Fifmoot, October 14, tg6t [Official Rtrords, fint Mr., vol. 
iii, SJJ]. 

**' LiDe to Lincnln, October 9, iS£i [ibU., 519]. 

*** It would «eem as if Lane were remotety responsible for the diviiion of 
the Western Depaitment into the Department of Kansas and the Department 
of Missouri. In his letter to President Lincoln of October 9, iSti, he described 
the good work that his Kansas Brigade had done and asked that, in order 
that it might be enabled to continue to do effective work, a new military de- 
partment be created, one that should group together Kansas, Indian Territory, 
and so much of Arkansas and the territories as should be advisable \ibid.'\. 

*<■ Rosses Address to Drew's Regiment, December 19, iSSi [Commissioner 
ef Indian Affairs, Rtporl, \t6s, p. 355] ; Letter of Albert Pike to D, N. Cooley, 
February 17, 1S66. 
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the home of Ross near Tahlequah, and that a general 
Indian council should be called. A special effort was 
made to have the fragmentary bands of the northeast 
represented and Pike sent out various agents *** to urge 
an attendance. John Ross was also active in the same 
interest. He, personally, communicated with the 
Osages*"' and with the Creeks*** by letter; but the 

■M4 "Chiiholm" the well koown intciprctcr hu been *cot to the Co- 
nwDche^ Cre«b to the OMges - Matthcwt to the ScnecM Quapaw* 
Ik. . .-ROBunsoH in ■ letter, dated St. Loub, Scpteinber jO) 1S61 
[General File*, Southtm SuprrinUndmcj, t8s9-i86a, Rieis]. 

... In the fill of the Mine jrear Albert Pike called a Genera] 
CouDCil of tlie Mine tribn to meet at Talloqua and in order to secure 
their attendaooe uated that Joba Row wa« to make a apeech ... Ik 
•eot Dom late U.S. Indian Agent to Dotify the Ouge*, Quapawa Sen- 
eca* ft Shawoeea that thete waa to be a Council at Talloqua and dut 
Roaa waa going 10 talk at die aame time to tell diem diat die U.S. 
Goreniment wu breaking up -that tbejr would get no more money and 
diat they were about to lend an Amq' to take their Negroes and drive 
them fiom the country and pointed to Mianuri in proof of it, when 
the Council met at Talloqua imtcad of Rou the council waa cq>ened by 
I^e who ttrid them "We are here to protect our property and In Mve 
oar Country. . .-Bapthtb Peoua. 

Baptiate Peoria, m the ipring and futnmer of i86a, went around a* a 
aecret agent of the United State* government among the aoutbem Indiana 
finding out their real aentiment* tespecdi^ the war. The report from which 
the above extract b taken b dated May i, 1S61, and u in General Filea, Otttgt 
River. iSsS-'S6a, Bi4|o, 

**■ ^ Four SutTH, Arkansas September 19^^ 1S65. 

In ■ talk held at the roonu of the Conuniauon, with Coauninionen 
Sella and Parker, the fallowing ititemeni wa* thi* day voluntarily made 
by Shon-tah-Bob-ba ("Black Dog") the Chief of the Black Dog band of 
the Oaige Indiana, relating to a treaty with die M>-called Confederate 
Statea. In anawcr to a qundoo by C«nunit*ioner Sella, "How did you 
happen to be in thi* Southern Country?" Shoa-tah-*ob-ba (Black Dog) 
replied '1 am glad you have asked that queation, for 1 with to make 
iome icateraenti in explanation. We came down here upon die invitation 
of J(An Roas, Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, who sent us a 
letter asking lu to attend a Council for the purpoae of making a treaty 
widt Albert Pike"- 

Comms Sells- Have you that letter now in your poateaaion? 

Answer: We don't know where the letter is. It waa sent to Cler- 
m<Hit, whose son had it in his posaetsion when be died & we suppoee it 
wa* buried with him. But I have it here in n^ head & will never 
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Creeks,*" like Evan Jones,"* seem to have been incred- 
ulous as to Cherokee defection. They seem to have 
doubted the genuineness of the letter sent to them and 

forget it. John Rom, the Cbenikee Chief, uid in that letter, "Mj 
Broi. the OMgn, there ii a diitinguithcd geotlcmao tent by the Con- 
federate Statei who ii here to make treatiei nilb u*. He nill mod be 
ready to treat, and I want you to come here in order that we may all 
treat together nith him. My Brothers, there li a great black cloud com- 
iog from the North, about to cover us all, and I want you to come 
here BO that we can counsel each other Ic drive away the black cloud." 
Thii ii all that he said & signed hia name. All the Oiagei went. We 
yttn all there together. Pike, Ji^n Ross aod I, sitting t* you are. Pike 
told ui he was glad that we had come to make peace k a treaty. All 
your other brothers have made treatiei k shook hands, & if you want to, 
you can do so too. t will tell you whst John Rots laid at the time. 
JtAa Ron told us, "My Red Bros, you have come here as I asked you 
& I am glad to see you k hope you will do what the Cotnmissiooer 
wants you to do. The talk the Commisiioner has made ii a good talk 
ft I want ytni to liHeo to it ft make friends with the Coafedciate States. 
You can make a treaty or not, but I advise you, as your older brother, 
to moke a treaty with them. It is for your interest & your good." 
After be finished talking, John Rosa told us we could consult among 
ounelves over there (pointing to our camp near his residence) ft de- 
cide among ourselves. We consulted on the matter, ft on the request 
of John Ross we signed the treaty. He asked us to do it. He was the 
Plan that made us make that treaty, and that's how ne came to be away 
from onr country. 

The above statement was endorsed by Wah-tah-in-gah, Chief Conn- 
seloi of the Black Dog ft Clermont bands of the Osage Indians. 
The above is a correct statement as interpreted. 

E. S. PAkKER Com' Geo. L. Cook Ats't Sec^. 
Elijah Sells Com'' 
Papers relating to ibe Council at Fort Smith, September, 1865, InJiau 
Ofiee Filet. 

*** Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Report, 1S65, pp. 153-154. 
«* These Creeks, of course, were the Upper Creeks, the anti-McIntosh 
Creeks, the following of Opoeth-Ie-yo-ho-la. Some of the conBdence that 
Opoeth-Ie-yo-ho-la seems to have had in John Ross, in big discretion and in 
his integrity, may have dated from the days when John Ross had refused, as he 
must have refused, to share in the plan for a betrayal of his country, at the 
instance of William Mcintosh. The following document will explain thai 
circumatRoce: 

Newtown zith October 1S33 

Mr Friend: I am goin^ to inform you a few lines ai a friend. I 

want you to give me your opiiuon about the treaty nether the chiefs 

will be willing or not. If the chiefs feel disposed to let the United 
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made inquiries about it, only to be assured*" again and 
again by Ross that all was well and that he wished the 
Indians en masse to join the Southern States. 

The council at Tahlequah, viewed in the light of its 
immediate object, was unusually successful. Four 
treaties were negotiated, one"" at Tahlequah itself, 
October seventh, with the Cherokees and three at Park 
Hill. Of these three, one"' was with four bands of the 
Great Osages, Clermont's, White Hair's, Black Dog's, 
and the Big Hill, October second; another"* with the 
Quapaws, October fourth; and the third,*" on the same 
day, with the Senecas*** (once of Sandusky) and the 
Shawnees (once of Lewistown and now of the mixed 

State* have the Uod part of it, I want you to let roc kiwvr. I will 

make the United Siatei coniroiMianer give you two thoutaod dollart, A. 

McCoy the tune and Charlct Hidu $3000 for ptMcat, aod do body ihall 

know it, and if you think the laod wouldent idd, 1 will be latialied. 

If the land should be told, I will get you the amount before the treaty 

ugD, and if you got any frieod you waot him to Receive it, they ahall 

rccd the aame. nothing moore to inform you at pmenL I remain your 

affecdooate Friend Wm McIntosk 

John Rom- an aoBwer return 

NB. the whole amount is $11000. you can divide among your friend*. 

exclusive fyooa 

This letter i* on file in the United States Indian Office and bean the fol- 
lowing endorsement; 

rec* on the as"* Oct. iSaj. 

M' John Ross President A'. Committtt 

Letter from Wm Mcintosh to Mr John Ross read & expoeed in open 
Council in the presence of Wm Mdniosh Oct >4'!> 1813 J Ross 

<**Letten to Dole, October jt, tS(t [Contmiiaioncr of Indian Affairs, 
RfPorl, 1S61, p. 4a] and November a, 1S61 [General Files, Chtrokte, iSsQ- 
1S65, JsojI- 

*■■ Comminioner of Indian Affairs, Refort, iStij, pp. 353, 354. 

*^" Offidal Recordi, fourth ser., vol. i, 669-6I7. 

ni-^lbid., 636-64*. 

*-'* — Ibid., 6s9-6tf6. 

*'"—Ibid., 647-(5S' 

"*The Scnecas of the mixed band of Senecst and Shawitees were not or- 
iginally parties to the treaty, but provision was duly made (or their becom- 
ing >o. 
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band of Senecas and Shawnees). Hereditary"* chiefs 
alone signed for the Great Osages, the merit chief, Big 
Chief, being, apparently, not present. The notorious 
ex-United States agent, J. W. Washbourne,"* was very 
much in evidence as would most likely also have been 
the equally notorious and disreputable Indian trader, 

*"" Ka-hi-ke-tui^-ka fot Clermont's BtDd, Pa-hiu-ska for White Haii*!, 
Shoa-twup-pe for Blade Dtig't, and Chi-«h(i-hun£-ka for the Big Hill. 

*** For iofonnadon coocenuDg Wuhboume [WaihbuiDc or Washburn] 
and char([es agaion him, see Dean to Manypena)', December it, 1855, Decern- 
ber 31, 1S55 [Dean's Litttr Book, lodiao Office] ; and Elias Reoor to Secretary 
ThompiOD, October i, 1859 [Rector'* LttUr Book, Indian Office]. Rector's 
letter was as followa: 

An important sense of my duty as Superintendent of Indian Affairs 
for the Southern Superintendenc; compells me to reooauneix), moat earn- 
estly, the immediate removal of the present incumbent of the Seminole 
Agen«gF, 

The performance of this unpleasant duty is forced upon me by the 
following ooDtideration, - 

lit The neglect of duly and disregard of the orders and Regulatiom 
of (he Department in absendng himself repeatedly and for protracted 
periods, from his Agency iritbout authority for *o doing; to the preju- 
dice of the public interests entrusted (o him,- 

On this pnnt I presume it is not necessary for me to enlarge, or to 
urge upon the Department my viens of the paramouiK necessity <A In- 
dian Agents rcMding at dieit Agenciei and being at all times present 
at dieir Stations as well to cultivate the respect and confidence; and a 
just knowledge of the character and wants of the people entrusted to 
their care, as to be in positioD (o execute promptly the orders, and to 
promote the views of the Department, - 

ind I consider him unworthy of the trust reposed in him from certain 
facts connected with the late payment of money to the Indians under hit 
charge, which have come to my knowledge - 

Of the $90:000 recently paid to those Indians, appropriated by Coit- 
gress expressly to pay such of them as should remove under the late 
Treaty; for their improvement! and to assist in defraying dieir removal 
expettces I have ascertained, and it ia notorious, that thirteen thousand 
Dollars or nwre passed into the hands of Mr Washbourne, through Col- 
luMoa with the principal Chiefs, $5ocx> of which he received under a 
private Contract with Senator Yulee of Florida for services in obtain- 
ing the consent of the Chiefs to the payment of thirty thousand dollars 
of this money to Senator Vulee on an old claim presented by him of long 
standing in behalf of one Gov Humphreys of Florida, The balance of 
the S13000 received by Mr Wasfaboume was probably awarded him in 
consideration of his permitting the Chieft to appropriate certain por- 
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John Mathews,*" had he not recently received his 
deserts at the hands of Senator Lane's brigade. 

tiom of the money they paid over to them in trust for the legetimate 
claimant*, to their omo un aod bettefit, 

I have infonued you in ■ late letter of the paina I took to make the 
Chiefi acquainted with the true object of the appropriation*. Having 
been initnicted to pay over the vrhoSe amount to the authoritiet of the 
Nation, thit nat all 1 could do in furtherance of the intentjont of Con- 
gret* ; my efforts to accomplish which were diu« frustrated by Mr Wash- 
bourne and hi) advance*. - 

3d The breach of good faith in the Chiefs towards the Indian*, 
prompted by Mr Washboume in the distribution of this $90,000 as ex- 
plained in my late letter, ha* incensed the Indian* to such degree that 
bloodahed has been threatened and is seriously to be apprehended,- 

4th The influence of Mr Waahboume over the Chiefa acquired 
through his Collution with them in thi* iwtndling dw intended legal re- 
cipient* of thit moikey i* such that, the Chiefa have intimated that they 
will not tend a delegation to Florida unles* Mr Wathboume shall ac- 
company them, and 1 have reatoo to believe that in case he is not per- 
mited to accompany them, be i* prepared to throw evciy obstacle in 
the way of the accomplishment of this, so mucfa desired measure of the 
Govenuneat, 

The conduct of the Chief* and their Agent in the distribution of the 
S90000 and the encloeed letter from Mr Jacoway U S Marshal of thi* 
District, whose acquaintance you have made, taken in ccMinection with 
the declarations of the Cbiefi, that diey will not go without him (or 
that they desire that he should go with and have charge of them) juati- 
fies the apprehension that there is another scheme in embryo between 
them to perpetrate another swindle. Should circumstances favour it* 
accomplithment ; and if it is the intention of the Department to charge 
me with conducting the negotiationa of a Delegation to Florida, I must 
decline the performance of thi* duty if one in whom I have so little 
confidence is permited to accmnpany the Delegation in the capacity of 
Agent; for I hesitate not to »ay, that if disappointed in his hopes of 
making a profitable emplt^rmeni of his influence he would exert himself 
to defeat any iwgotiation* that might be set on foot, and there is good 
reason to fear that he might be auccestful, - 

For diese reaaons I beg leave respectfully to urge upon the Depart- 
ment the immediate removal of Mr Wathboume and the appointment in 
hii ttead of tome gentleman who will perform die dutiet of the office 
with a high appreciation of the trust confided to him and with a view, 
rather to the honest discharge of this trust, than to bis own profit, 

I make thit conmiuoicRtioa direct to the Sec*t of Interior instead of 
aending it diiough the Indian office for the reason that I learn that the 
Comr Ind Affrs is absent on ofRcial accL 
*^' Agent Elder to Coffin, September jo, 1I61 [CommitaitMier of Indian 
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An accurate and connected account of the occur- 
rences at the Tahlequah council, it is well nigh impos- 
sible to obtain. Some intimidation*" seems to have 
been used, and there was a report of a collision"* be- 
tween the Ross and Ridge factions some days previous 
to the meeting. Drew's regiment, which, when organ- 
ized, had been placed as a guard**" on the northern bor- 
der, escorted**' Commissioner Pike to Park Hill and 
later took up its station on the treaty ground. Some of 
Stand Watie's Confederate forces were also in the 

Affair*, Report, it6i, p. 17] ; Coffio (o Dole, October 3, ig6i [ibid^ p. jS]; 
Moore't RebtUion Rteord, vol. iii, jj. 

<'*We the loyal Cherokee Delegatian uknOTrledge (he 1 
Ae treaty of Oct. 7, t86i. But ne aolenmly declare that the e 
of the TreaQ' wu procured by the coercioD of the rebel arn^ [Land 
Filet, Indian Talkt, CounciU, tic. Box 4, 1S65-1S66]. 

*''*Haa. J. 8. Phelps to C. B. Smith, dated R0II1, Mo., October j, 1861 
[General Files, Cherokri, tSsQ-rSds, P44]. 

*■<* A difference of opioioa aeem* to exist at to the original object of the 
organiiatioo of Drew's regiment. When Rom vrote his despatches to MeCut- 
loch coDoerning the proceedings at Tahlequah, he sent them for trananussioa 
to the C.S.A. quartermaster at Fort Smith, Major George W. Clark, to whom 
be imparted the infarmation that the Cherokees were going to ritie a regiment 
of mounted men immediately and place it under the command of Colooel John 
Drew, "to meet any emergency that may arise." "Haviitg espoused," said he, 
"the cause of the Confederate States, ne hc^e to render efficient service in the 
protrtcied war which now thrEatens the country, and to be treated with k 
lib«rality and confidence becoming the Confederate States." - Moore's Rebellnn 
Record, vol. iii, 155, Document iiVi' 

Those, who afterwards wanted to put the Cherokee position in the best pos- 
sible light, declared repeatedly that Drew's regiment had no sectional bias m 
the work mapped out for it, that it was nothing more than a home guatd. 
Writing to Dtrie, January ai, 1S61, the Reverend Evan Jones said, 

A regiment of Cherokees was raised for home protection, composed of 
one company for each of eight Districts, and either two or three com- 
panies for the District of Tahlequah. But these were altogether sep- 
arate and distinct from the rebel force. . . The great majority of 
ofRcets and men, in this case, being decidedly loysl Union men Four 
of the Captains and four hundred men, gave evidence of their loyalty, m 
the part they acted, at the battle in which Opothteyoholo was attacked by 
the Texan rangers & rebel Creeks tc Choctawi, under Cooper. . . 
- General Files, Cherokee, i8s9-i86s, Jss6. 
*" Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Report, ig$5, p. 355. 
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neighborhood.*" In 1865, at the Fort Smith Council, 
held for the readjustment of political relations with the 
United States government, the Indians of the Neosho 
Agency gave*" a rather picturesque description of the 
way they had been prevailed uppn to sign the treaty 
with the Confederate States. The real object of the 
Tahlequah meeting was evidently not revealed to them 
until they had actually reached the treaty ground. 
Agent Dorn had told them that they had to go to the 
meeting. They went and were there taken in hand by 
Pike who said, 

If ]rou don't do what we lay before you, we can't say you shall 
live happy. 
The Indians 

feeling badly, just lodced on, and the white man went to work, 
got up a p^er and said I want you to sign that. The Indian 
did not want to, but he compelled him. You know yourself 
that, under such circumstances, he would do anything to save his 
life. . . 

Now that the history of the diplomatic relations be- 
tween the Indian tribes and the Confederacy has been 
brought thus far, nothing seems more fitting than to re- 
turn to the consideration of the Federal government 
and its representatives, its purposes, and its plans, be- 
ginning the account with the Indian Office and Com- 
missioner Dole. Dole's early attempt to prevail upon 
the War Department to resume its occupation of Indian 
Territory was followed up by the convincing letter of 
the thirtieth of May in which he likened the Indians to 
the Union element in some of the border states and 
ended by throwing the full responsibility for any dis- 
loyalty that might appear among them upon the Fed- 

*" Cooley's Rcpoit to Pmident Johnson, February 35, tS66. This letter 
ma found in the loose files of the Indian Office and is not to be found in In- 
dian Office, Report Book, no. ij, where it nould properly belong. 

"' Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Report, iS6s, p. jai. 
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eral authorities; inasmuch as they had neglected and 
were still neglecting to give the support and protection 
that any ordinary guardian is bound in honor to give 
to his wards. Dole said in writing to Secretary Smith, 

. . . Experience has shown that die presence of even a 
small force of federal troops located in the disaffected States 
has had the effect to preserve the peace, cnonirage the friends of 
the Union, and induce the people to return to their allegiance. 

That this same result would be produced in the Indian coun- 
try I cannot doubt, as they can have no inducement to unite 
with die enemies of the United States unless we fail as a nation 
to give them that protection guaranteed by our treaty stipula- 
tions, and which is necessary to prevent designing and evil-dis- 
posed persons from having free intercourse with them, to work 
out their evil purposes. . .*'* 

Nothing came of Dole's application and thus was 
exemplified, as often before and often since, a very seri- 
ous defect in the American administrative system by 
which the duty of doing a certain thing rests upon one 
department and the means for doing it with quite an- 
other. It is surely no exaggeration to say that hundreds 
and hundreds of times the Indians have been the inno- 
cent victims of friction between the War and Interior 
Departments. 

But if the authorities at Washington were indifferent 
to the Indian's welfare, Senator Lane was neither in- 
different to nor ignorant of the strategical importance 
of Indian Territory. With him the defence of Kansas 
and the means of procuring that defence were every- 
thing. Indian Territory and the Indian tribes came 
within the scope of the means. And so it happened 
that, while he was organizing his Kansas brigade, he 
commissioned*** a man, E. H. Carruth, who had for- 

M* ConuDinioner of lodiait Affair^ Rtfort, iSfii, p. 35; Iixlian Office, Rt- 
ftrl Book, no. 11, p. 176. 

*** Endned pleaz find a copp; of ■ Conmiiisi<H) given by General 
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merly posed as an educator *" among the Seminoles, to 
communicate with the various tribes for the purpose of 
determining their real feelings towards the United 
States government and of obtaining, if possible, an in- 
terview between Lane and some of their accredited rep- 
resentatives. The interview was to take place "at Fort 
Lincoln on the Osage or some point convenient there- 
to."**' 

Now a considerable portion of the Creek tribe was in 
just the right mood and in just the right situation to re- 
ceive such .overtures in the right spirit. That portion 
consisted of those who, after the treaty of July tenth 
had been negotiated in the manner already described, 
had rallied around Opoeth-le-yo-ho-la ; and who, in a 
Creek convention that had been called for August fifth 
had declared that the chiefs, who had signed a treaty 
outside the National Council, had violated a funda- 
mental law of the tribe and had thereby forfeited their 
administrative rank. The criticism applied to Motey 
Kennard and to Echo Harjo, the principal and the sec- 

Laoe V> E. H. Carroth together witb coppie* of Letters tent by him to the 
variotit Tribei io the Indian Territoiy. I had an ioterview wiili Mr. 
Carmth yettenit?. 1 find him a very InteligeiK man and diougherljr 
poatcd a* to all mitten relating to the Southern Indiitu he i* veiy oonfi- 
dcnt that mon if dm all the Southeni Indiana written to will Send 
deligadcna to Port Scott at reqitetted there ware three Creek In- 
diana came up to le Genrral Lane who came to lola for CaruAe to go 
with them to General Lane which he did and they ware the biren of 
tettera of which the encloaed are ooppiea. I am going to Fort Scott 
today and will make arraogementt with Agent Elder to ffvt the notice 
imcdiately on their arrival or Bring them to Humboldt I ihall try to 
•ecurc the aNiatBDCe of Mr. Carutbe tho he i* now a voluntear in the 
Home Guard* for protection. I very much feer die tervice required of 
DC at the Sacki & Fox and Kaw agenciei will take me to far off but will 
try ID attend to all if poaaible-Gciwral Filei, Sauthtm SupmatenJency, 
l8S9-'S6i, Ctj48. 
**" Manypnmy to Dean, April 9, 185; Pndiaa Office, Letttr Boti, ao. 51, 

pp. a3a-»33l- 

**' Extract from commiaaion, dated Fort Soott, AuguM 30, 1S61, iMued to 

Camidi by authori^ of J. H. Lane, Conunanding the Kanaas Brigaile [il'id.']. 
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ond chief respectively. Kennard, as we have seen, was 
the leader of the Lower Creeks and Harjo of the Up- 
per. A further division in Creek ranks was now in- 
evitable and it came forthwith, the Non-treaty Party, 
made up mostly of Upper Creeks, proceeding to recog- 
nize*** Ok-ta-ha-hassee Harjo (better known as 
"Sands") as the acting principal chief of the tribe. It 
also betook itself westward so as to be as much as pos- 
sible out of the reach of the secessionists. When once 
in a position of at least temporary security, tt de- 
spatched Mik-ko Hut-kee (White Chief), Bob Deer, 
Jo Ellis, and perhaps others to Washington to confer 
with the "Great Father."*" 



r of IndiaD Affain, Rtport, iSfij, p. %»%, 
^■■TIw loyil Creeks teitilied, in 1865, (bat tbejr icDt their "chief and 
othen to Waihington and leave the reader to infer that the chief meant nai 
"Sands;" but the iccredited delegatcB were most certainly Mili-ko Hut-kee, 
Bob Deer, ind Jo Ellis. These three men signed their names, or rither at- 
tached their mark, to an addrcH to the president of which the following is a 
certi6ed copy: 

Shawnee Agenct, Lezinctton, September it, 1S61. 
SlI, we the Chiefs, Head Men, and Warriors, of the Creek Nation of 
Indians, in the Indian Territoiy, through our delegaies, the undenigned 
desire to slate to your ejccellcncy the condition of our people. Owing to 
the want of correct informatioti as to condition of the Couotty and Got- 
eroRtCDt our people are in great distress. Men have come among ut, 
who claim to represent a New Govemnwni, who tell us that the Govern- 
ment represented by Our Great Father at Washington, hat turned 
against us and intends to drive us from our homes and tike away our 
property, they tell us (hat we hare nothing to hope from our old Father 
and that all the Friends of the Indian have joined the New Govern- 
ment. And that the New Government is resdy to make treaties with 
the Indians and do all and more for then) than tfaey can claim under 
their old treaties, they ask ua to join their armies and help sustain the 
Government that is willing to do so much for us. But we doubted their 
statements and promises and wnt to talk with the Agent and Super- 
intendent which Our father has always kept anxHig us but they were 
both gone and then some of our people began to think that Our Great 
Father had forsaken u* and a veiy few joined the Army of the New 
Government and our people were in great trouble and we called a 
Grand Council of the Chiefs of Creeks, Cberokees, Chickasaws, Shaw- 
nees, Senecas, Qu■p■w^ Kkkapoos, Dclawares, Weas, Peai^eshiwi, 
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The Creek delegates, Mik-ko Hut-kee and his com- 
panions, went, on their way to Washington, northward 
through Kansas, saw Superintendent Coffin"" and, 
later, Lane's agent, E. H. Carruth. This was about 
the second week of September and Carruth was at 
Barnesville, Lane's headquarters. Carruth received 
the Creeks kindly, read sympathetically the letter*" 

Witcbetaw* TTibet and band* of CoraaochM, Scmtnole*, and Cadoea. 
Aod after a long discusnon of the source of their troublea, decided (o 
rcmaiD It^al to our Gavernment lod if poisible ncutrat. The Chieb 
went amoag theic people (aod at a genera] thing) counteracted the 
influence of the eminirtei of the New GovemmenL But these emistariet 
•at atill among ua giving u> great trouble, while our Goveniment bu 
no ooe who can officially represent itaelf. And we most earnestly ask 
that some penon ihill be tent here who shall meet the Chiefa of the 
above niemtoiied tribes in Council at some suitable place, and then make 
known to them the condition, policy and wishes of the Governoient so 
far as the interests of the Indians are concemed. If your ^celleitcy 
should deem it best to comply with our request, we would suggest that 
Humboldt Allen County Kansas be the place for holding the Council. 
A notice sent to the Agent of the Shawnees, will immediately be for* 
warded by a mestinger to the Chiefs. Very Respectfully, your Obedient 
Servants WHrrs Chiif X his mark 

BoBB Debr X his maik 
Jmbph Ellis X bis mark Interpreter 
P.S. The Choctaws were not present at the Council and we have 
ttaeon to feer diat they have gone with the Southern Confederacy. It 
will take iMar forty days to notify the Chiefs and get them together 
after the notice gets at this place. WHrrs Chief X his mark 

**' They also saw Agent Abbot [Commiasioner of Indian Affairs, Report, 
1S6}, p. jjo] and received new aaiurances from him. 

**' Perchance the lame tetter, either the original or a copy of which, Super- 
inteodent Branch transmitted to Dote along with an explanatory tetter from 
Agent Abbott. The "telle" of the Creek chiefs was accompanied by a sort of 
Seminole and Chiclcasaw endorsement. Dole replied to the Creek and Seminole 
delegate appeals, November t6, iS6i [Indian Offioe, LtUtr Booi, no. 67, pp. 
78-75]. This is what the Creek chiefs »iid: 

Ckeek Nat. Aug 15, iSfii. 
Now I write to the President our Great Father who removed u> to 
our present homes, Sc mide a treaty, and you laid that in our new homes 
we should be defended from all interference from any people and that 
no white people in the whole woild should ever molest us unless they 
come from the sky but the land should be ours as long as grass grew or 
waters run, and should we be injured by anybody you would come with 
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that they brought from their distressed chiefs, Sands 
and Opoeth-le-yo-ho-la, assured the equally distressed 
delegates of the continued fatherly interest of the Unit- 
ed States government, and sent them on their way, 
greatly comforted. It was while these Creek delegates 
were lingering at Barnesville that Carruth made a spe- 
cial effort to induce the southern Indians generally to 
send representatives for an interview with Lane. He 
wrote personally to Ross,*** to the two Creek chiefs,*** 

your toldien & punish tbcm, but now tlic wotf bu come, mea who ire 
•Dacigen ireid our tml, our children «re frightened ft the mothen can- 
not tlecp fat fear. Thii is our situation dmt. When we -made our 
Treat]' at Waahingtoa you uiurcd us that our children should laugh 
aiDund our house* without fear, ft we believed you. Then our Great 
Father was strong. And now we raise out hand* to him we want his 
help to keep oS the intruder ft make our hmnes again happy at they 

1 wai at WaihingtoD when you treated with ua, and now White 
People are tiying take our people away to fight againat us and you. 
I am alive. I well remember die treaty. My eats are open ft my mem- 
ory t( good. This ia the letter of Your Children by 

Opothuhotou 

OUKTAHHAaURAKJO 

The Semioolea also send the tame word ft the full Indiana of the 
Chidcatawt too tend to the P - 

The reply to tbit letter wat made by Dole, November 16, 1S61. See In- 
dian Office, Letttr Batk, no. 67, pp. 79-Sa 

Paacofar the chief of Seminolea wat present be was not able to come 
with nt DOW but tent word. And if our Great Fadier want us we will 
come to tee him. MiCBO Hnuu Jo Ello 

Rob Deek 
General File^ Crtek, iSdo-tSdg, B7S7. 

^' There ii a dclegatba of the Creekt now at Gen'l Lanet Head 
Quartert. 

We wish to see delegaticmt from the tribes loyal to the U.S. Govern- 
ment You will send us a delegation who will report to die Head 
Quartert of the Kansas Brigade where commtsHonera of the Govern* 
ment will meet and confer with them. 

You arc probably aware of the faltehoodi resorted to by the en- 
ennet of the U.S. to induce the Indiana to withdraw their allegiance 
from the Government Could you come in person it would be gratrify- 
ing (o the Commissioners. - Letter of September 11, ig6t [General Filet^ 
SQUthem Superinlendeney, i8s9-t86a, C134S]. 

*** Your letter by Micco Hutka is received. You will tend a delega- 
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and to the Wichita chief, Tusaquach,*** and, in addi- 
tion, wrote to the Seminole chiefs and headmen *** and 
to the "loyal" Choctaws and Chickasaws.*** 

Presumably, Superintendent Coffin did not alto- 
gether approve of Senator Lane's taking it upon him- 
self to confer with the Indians who, after all, were offi- 
cially Coffin's charges; for, in October, we find him, 
likewise, planning for an intertribal conference to be 
held at Humboldt**^ It is rather interesting to look 
back upon all this and to realize, as perforce we must, 
that every plan for conferring with the southern tribes 

doo of your bnt men to meet the CommiMionera of the Doited State* 
Govcmmnit in Kuuet. 

I am autborizcd to iafonn you thM the Preudent nill Dot forget 
you. Our anDiM will toon go touth aixl tboae of your pc<^le who are 
true and loyal to the Govenunent will be treated aa f rietid* - Your 
right! Ic proper^ will be reapected. Tbe Cwnmiiuonera from the Con* 
federate Slatea have deceived you the7 bave two tongues. 

They wanted to get tbe Indiana to fight and they will rob and 
plunder you if they can get you into trouble. But the Preudent ii itil 
aliT« bit ioldien will toon drive thete men who have treacheroutly 
violated your homet fnan the laud th^ bave entered. When your Del- 
egate* Return to you tbey will be able to inform you when and where 
your rooniet will be paid tboae who (RHe your orphan fundi will be pun- 
itbed and you will learn that the people who are tru to tbe Govern- 
ment wbicb hat to long protected you are your Friendi. - Letter to QfoAi- 
le-ho-yo-ho, Ho-»o-tau-hah-taa Hayo, dated Bameiville, Septembet ii, 
\%6i. - General Filet, Stuihern Suptrinlmdairf, 1859-1863, €134!. 
Tbe author't opinion it that the miMaket in apelling were made by the iU 
literate CofBn, who probably made a copy of Carruth's lettert for trantmiuioo 
to the lodiao Office. He may alto have nude a alight alteratioa to the date 
of the letter to the Creek*; for the original of the letter, bearing the dale of 
September lo, ig6>, wat found in Opoetb-Ie-yo-ho-la'i camp after the Battle 
of ChuMenahlah, December t6, iS£i [Official Rtcordi, firal ter., vol. viii, 35]. 
*** Offidat Rretfdi, (int ler., vol. vtii, afi. 

*** In hit letter to the Seminole cbiefo and headmen, Carruth remindi 
ibem that he wat with them when lettert came from Pike and that Pike "11 
die man who ha* tried to hard to get your land* tectionalized" and ask*, "who 
brought up a bill in CongtcN to bring your tribe* under Territorial law*, 
JohntoD of Arkaniai. . ." 
*** — Ibid^ ati. 

**' Coffin to Dole, October 3, i!«i [Commiralooer of Indian ASatrt, Rt- 
Port, igtii, pp. 3S-39]. 
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in the interests of the United States government, at this 
critical time, contemplated a meeting at some place out- 
side of Indian Territory. Here were agents of the In- 
dian's "Great Father" offering protection to the red 
men and yet giving incontestable proof in the very de- 
tails of the offer that they did not themselves dare to 
venture*" beyond the Kansas boundary. As a matter 
of fact, all such plans for a general conference came to 
nothing, although, as late as November, Lane had still 
the idea of one in mind. He was, at the time, hoping 
to meet the Indians at Leroy *"" in Coffey County, Kan- 
sas, on the twenty-fourth. Lane also continued to ad- 
vocate the use of the friendly Indians as soldiers. A 
little earlier, Agent Johnson had endorsed"" Lane's 
plan in a letter to Commissioner Dole; but the coming 
of General Hunter upon the scene considerably affected 
the sphere of influence. 

Dissatisfaction with Fremont on account of his ex- 
travagance, his haphazard way of issuing commissions, 

*■■ Evan JooM wrote, October ji, 1S61 [CommtMiooer of lodiin Affiin, 
Report, igti, pp. 41-43] that be btd fouDd it iiDpOMible to get anyone who 
would undertake to carry a ntesMgc to John Rot*. The riik wat loo great. 
«»»DoIe to Hunter, November 16, tS6t \ibid., p. 44]. 
■■^On coDiuItation with Gen'l Jai. H. Lane he think* an auxiliary 
RegiiDcnt of Indiana are necena^ to the tervice and could be uted to 
great advantage in this depanmeot If it meet* with your approbation 
1 would like and aik the privilege of Raiting *uch Regt which I think 
I could do in thirty days. I have made my enimate of tbe niunber of 
men wbkh I think would be futniihed by each tribe ea followa 
lowai & KickapoM ...... 21$ 

Delaware! ........ 125 

Potswatomiei ....... aja 

Shawneei, Miaraiea, & Weai ..... too 

Sacki k Foxei ....... xjo 

Senecai & Wyandoin ...... laj 

107s 

Thi» will be laid before you by Geo' Lane in person I hope it will 

meet with your approval and that you will grant tbe perminion to raise 
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his tardiness, and, above all, his general military in- 
competence had crystallized in September; and, by 
orders **^ of General Scott on the twenty-fourth of Octo- 
ber, Hunter was directed to relieve him. Hunter 
reached his post in early November and almost immedi- 
ately thereafter, either upon his own initiative or after 
consultation with someone like Coffin (it could hardly 
have been with Lane; for Lane had gone'" to Wash- 
ington, or with Branch; for Branch was strongly op- 

■bc Regt «nd if ueceuaiy 1 bare no dovbt but a Brigade of Indiani 
could be organiied by embracing the Otages aod Loyal Crcckt and 
Clierokcea. - Letter of October lo, tS6t [Geoetal Filet, DtlavMtrt, iSss- 

'" OfieitU Rteordi, fir»t tti., vol. jii, 553. 

B<»I Bin not certain of the exact date of Lane'i departure for'WaabingtoD. 
Spring iiya [_Kaniai, 379] that he went there in Noreinber. When an Indian 
delegation readied Fort Scott, leeking him, •ome time about the middle of the 
month, lie had already banded over hii OHnmand to Colonel Jamea Montgocn- 
ciy and '^ad gone to Washington" [Cutler to Coffin, September 30, iSti, Com- 
mioioncr of Indian Affairt, Report, 1S61, p. ijS]. Yet Dole"* letter to Gen- 
eral Hunter would convey the imptenion that Lane waa iiill in Kaniai the 
middle at the numth and expected to be there on the twenty-fourth. I am alto 
in doubt at to when Hunter reached hit poit. He communicated vrith Agent 
Cutler from Sl Louii, November xo, iStii \ibid., 1861, p. 44]. Hunter and 
Lane may very well have met even outtide of K«n*si and have exchanged 
viefn and opiniona that would have given a baai* for the representationi that 
[^nc moat have made to Lincoln and Cameron regarding Hunter'i approval 
of the "Jaybawking Brigade." McClellan sccma to have adrtied the forward 
movement in the direction of the Indian Territoiy; for he aaya, when writing 
to Hunter, December 11, iSSi [O0dal ReeoriU, first aer., voL viii, 41S]: 
Immediately after you were attigoed to your prewnt department I re- 
quested the Adjutant-General to inform you that it wta deented ex- 
pedient to organize an expedition under your command to tecure the 
Indian territoiy weat of Arkanaas, as well at to make a descent upon 
Northern Texat, in connecdra with one to Mrike at Western Texas ixam 
the Gulf. The general was to invite your prompt attetMitni to this tub- 
ject, and to aak you to indicate the necessary force and means for the 
undertaking. 
It u only fait to tay that Lane had always advocated a more southern conccn- 
tratitm of forcea. He more than any other northern man seems to have ap- 
preciated fully the importance of Indian Territory. He continually rcconv- 
mendcd using Fort Scott at ■ base for such military operation* aa had the 
protection of Kantat a* thrir main object 



Digitized by Google 



250 The Indian as Slaveholder and Secessionist 

posed to the project intended), he telegraphed"* to the 
War Department "for permission to muster a Brigade 
of Kansas Indians into the service of the United States, 
to assist the friendly Creek Indians in maintaining their 
loyalty." Evidently, the request was not granted,"' but 
duties akin to it were, by arrangement of President Lin- 
coln, conferred upon Hunter which involved his assum- 
ing the responsibility of holding, if such a plan were 
feasible, an intertribal council so as to renew the con- 
fidence of the southern Indians in the United States 
government. A letter"' from Dole, outlining the plan, 
reveals an astonishing ignorance of just how far those 
selfsame Indians had gone in their defection, because 
of the loss of the confidence. 

In the giving of these new duties to General Hunter, 
there was not the slightest intention of ignoring Senator 
Lane. In fact, Dole expressly mentioned that Lane had 
called for just such an Indian conference"* and sug- 
gested that, if Hunter's military duties prevented his 

■«* Hunter to Tbomu, dited Lcavenwonh, Jaouarj' 15, iSti [General 
Filet, Seuihtm SuperinltndtHct, i8s9-i863\. 

■•M Id January, iS<a, Hunter deplored the fact that hia request had not been 
acceded to tod laid, 

Had this petniiwion been prmnptly granted, I have eveiy reaion to be- 
lieve that the preaem diiaatrou* ttate of affain, in (be Indian counitr 
wnt of Aricamai, could have been avoided. I now again mpectfull]' 
repeat my reijuetl - Ihid. 

■•■Dole to Hunter, November t£, iS6t [iDdlan Office, Lttttr Baok, no. 67, 
pp. So-I]; CommiMJoner of Indian ASain, Reparl, 1S61, pp. 43-44]- 

*"■ Lane'* propoied conference called for ihe assembling of repreaentatives 
of Kaniai tribes as well >» of Indian Territory tribe*. Judging from HuntEr*! 
letter to Agent Culler of November ao, 1861 [Commissioner of Indian ASiin, 
Ref«rt, it6x, pp. 44-45], I infer that Hunter's conference was to be confined 
to the southern Indiana. The purpose of Lane's must have been repreiented 
to the Kansas Ittdiani ai Creek needs [Shawnee "talk" to the Creeks, Novem- 
ber 15, 1861, ibiJ; p. 45]. Hunter intended to hold hii conference at his head- 
quarters. Port Leavenworth, which was making the southern Indians cotne ' 
pretty long way [Hunter to Cutler, November a(\ 1S61, ihiJ^ p. 44: Dole to 
Cutler, December j, i86f, Indian Office, Ltlltr Boti, no. 67, p. 107]. 
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meeting the Indians in person, Lane might take his 
place, "provided he can be spared from his post." The 
whole affair was incident to the reorganization that had 
recently, under general orders'*' of the ninth of No- 
vember, taken place in the Western Department, from 
which had resulted a Department of Kansas, separate 
and distinct from the Department of Missouri. The 
Department of Kansas included "the State of Kansas, 
the Indian Territory west of Arkansas, and the Terri- 
tories of Nebraska, Colorado, and Dakota" and was to 
be under the command of Major-general David Hunt- 
er*** with headquarters at Fort Leavenworth. The 
idea governing this division of the old western depart- 
ment was, ostensibly, as Nicolay and Hay express*** it, 
that Kansas might be protected, Indian Territory re- 
possessed, and Texas reached. As we shall presently 
see, a similar reorganization took place, about the same 
time, in the Confederate western service and for very 
much the same reason, the condition of the Indian coun- 
try being a very large proportion of that reason. It is 
barely possible that, as far as the United States was con- 
cerned. Senator Lane's recommendation •'* of the ninth 
of October was almost wholly accountable for the 
change. 

It was, undoubtedly, high time that something vigor- 
ous was being done to stay Confederate progress in In- 
dian Territory. Indeed, events were happening there 

"" Offieial Rtnrib, fint ter., vol. iii, 567. 

■M Major-generil H. W. Halleck wu to CMtunaod the (imr depaitment of 
Miuonrl 

'"^Abraham Lincoln, ¥oL v, li-gj. 

*'" I eiraettif requnt and Kcommead the mtibliahnMot of ■ new 
miliuiy departmeot, to be oompoMd of Kuwa*, (be lodian couotry, and 
M much of AricantM and the Tcrritoric* as may be thought idviitble 
to include tbereib-'LANB 10 Lincoln, dated Leavenworth CAty, Kanui, 
October 9, tStii [O/fcial Rteordt, fint ler., vol. iil, 539]. 
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at this very moment that made all plans for an inter- 
tribal conference exceedingly out of date. The Con- 
federate government had now a large Indian force*" in 
the field and expectations of an increase, provided the 

B> By the end of July, the Fim Regiiuent tA Choctaw uid Cbidtiaw 
MouDted RiflM had been completely orgcniied [Of^tial Retordt, fint set., toI. 
iii, 6ZO, (14] and eight oompanin of a protpcctive Creek regiment {ibid., 634}. 
By October twenty'tccoad, when McCulIocb ordered him \ihid., 731] to take 
up a poaition in die Cherokee Neutral Laoda, Stand Watie't battalion bad ap- 
paiendy reached the proportioiw of a regin»nt, the Fint Cherokee Mounted 
Riflet. On the tvrenQ'-ieTeDtb of Norerober, Pike mho wai theo in Riduaand 
informed Benjamin, 

We have iww id the service foar regiment!, numbering in all aaiiie 
3,500 men, betide* the Seminole troopa and other detached companica, in- 
creaiiog the number to over 4,000. An additioaal regiroent baa been of- 
fered by the Cboctam and another can be ratted atiwag the Creekt. If 
I have the authoriQ' I can enlitt even the malcontentt amoog that people. 
I can place in the field (anna being nipplied) 7,500 Indian troopt, not 
coDDting the Comanche* and Otagca, whom I would only employ in caie 
of an invation of the Indian coumiy. . . - Official Renrdi, Rnt ter., 
wd. Vlii, 697. 

A Mippoted report of Agent Garrett, tent to the United Statet Indian Office 
under the following cndonement, it not without intcreit ai bearing upon the 
atrengtfa of the Confederal within the Indian country: 

The copy of a letter herewith, it without tignature, but it laid to be 
in the handwriting of the late Col. Garret, who at that date, waa V£. 
Indian Agent of the Creeka. It ia not of much importance, but yet, aa 
hiatorical and itatittical, ia not without tome interett I obtained it a 
few weckt ago, found among other paper* at the Agency, and 1 pretume 
it a retained copy of the original. 

CuEK Agikct C.N. Dec i6th iSti. 
Sn: I have the honor to acknowledge the teceipt of your letter of 
the ad ultimo, requiring certain infonDation from me in regard to die 
number of Creek iDdiani; and their relattont or feelingi towards the 
Confederate States. Owing to the great irregularity of the mails, I did 
not receive your conununication aa tow aa I ought. The difficulty at 
the time I received your letter in regard to anawering it properly, caused 
me to delay a few days, to that I might antwer it definitely. Incidental 
to the confuaioo here, I could not state to you who were reliable, and 
who were not, for I did ikm know mytelf, and believing that a battle 
would be fought in a few day* where every one would have to show 
bis hand, I thought I could give you more reliable informationr and 
frcm the valor and fidelt^ of the Creeks engaged then I can give you 
rcliabia informatitn. 

Tlie Crcds number in all 14^0, a portion of whom reside in AJa- 
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necessary arms*'^ were obtainable. On the twenty-sec- 
ond"* of November, by special orders*" from Rich- 
buna, TexM *nd MisKiuri, leaving about tjooo witbin tbe limit* of ttie 
Creek Natioar-From tbe ben infonnitioD I cu get, then are amoag 
tbe lower Creeki 1650 warrion, 375 of tbeni ire unfriendl}'- Amonc; the 
Upper Creefci there are ifioo wairion - only 400 of them ire frtendly- 
to Mim up tbe whole matter there are 1675 Creek warrion frieodljr to 
tbe Coafedcraie States and 157s unfrieodlr-Of tbote friendly there are 
ia the tervice of tbe Confederate States 1375 -One Regiment ii cotn- 
manded by Col. Chilly Mcintosh, numbering 400 -and an independent 
company conuuanded by CapL J. M. C Smith numbering 75 men, all in 
the service, and inned nith a very few exceptions, and 1 think from re- 
eeot indications are willing to do service wherever ordered, and circum- 
stances justify it. 

The Regiment, Battalion and Company were all mustered into service 
for twelve month*. This comprises nearly all the friendly warrior* 
in the Nation. I cannot anawer you in regard to tbe number that ate 
willing to serve during die war. My opinion is, tbongh, that the num- 
ber now in tbe service, and peibaps more, are willing to remain in the 
service a* long a* tbey may be wanted. Tbe Hostile* are headed by 
Ho path ye bo lo who has engaged in his cause portions of several 
tribes viz a porticm of tbe Seroinoles, Kiiiapoos, Shawnees, Delaware*^ 
Wichita*, Comanche*, and Cherokees - 4110 of whom deserted a few day* 
before the recent battle from Col, John Drew* Regiment Cherokee Vol- 
unteers and joined Hopathyeholo who ii in communication with the fed- 
eral forces in Kanta*, and has received good* and anununition from 
them: Hia force i* estimated from 3500 to jooo-I would give you a 
more detailed account of die battle, but I do not think it proper in diis 
communication atid I presume tbe commanding officer Col. Cooper has 
made hi* report of the Battle to tbe Secretary of War-I may be mis- 
taken to some extent, in regard to the friendly and hosdlc Creeks, bat 
I think I am not, and it is correct from the best bfannatioa 1 can ge^ 
and n^ own knowledge of the facta. It will a£Ford me much pleasure, 
to communicate to you at aoy time anything of importance to the Con- 
federate States. Very Respectfully Your Obt Servt. 
Hon, David Hubbard, Com. Indian Affairs 

Richmond Va. 
ail Therein lay the whole difficulty. It waa simply imposHbte for the Con- 
federate government to honor all requisitions for aims. 

*'*The matter must have been even earlier under advisement; for, on the 
twenty-Butb of October, J. P. Benjamin, Acting Sccirtaty of War, sent thb 
notice to 'Kjeneral Albert Pike, little Rock, Aik.:" 

I cannot aisign to your command any Arkansas troops at this moroent. 
Governor Rector is applying for return of the regiment* in Tennes- 
see. - Oj^fin/ Recordt, first set,, vol. iii, 717. 
SI* — Ibid^ vol. viii, t9a 
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mond, Indian Territory had been erected into a sep- 
arate military department and Albert Pike, now a brig- 
adier-general, assigned to the command of it. For the 
present, however, things seem to have remained much 
as they were with McCulloch nominally in command 
and Cooper in actual charge. Moreover, long before 
Pike reappeared upon the scene, matters had come to 
an issue between the secessionist and unionist Creeks. 

Determined not to allow themselves to be over-per- 
suaded or intimidated by the secessionist element in 
their nation, the unionist Creeks, under Opoeth-le-yo- 
ho-la, had withdrawn from active intercourse with the 
rival faction and, resisting all attempts of Cooper and 
others to inveigle them into an interview that might 
result in compromise, they had encamped at or near the 
junction of the Deep and North Forks of the Canadian 
River. Cooper resolved to attack them there and, for 
the purpose, gathered"' together an effective fighting 
force of about fourteen hundred men, all Indians ex- 
cept for a detachment of Texas cavalry. On the fifth of 
November, Opoeth-le-yo-ho-la broke camp and took up 
the line of march for Kansas, hoping that, in Kansas, 
he and his followers would receive either succor or 
refuge. It has been estimated that Opoeth-le-yo-ho-la's 
force, at this time, was less than two thousand men and 
that it comprised, besides Creeks and Seminoles, some 
two or three hundred negroes. His traveling cortege 
was, however, very much larger; for it included women 
and children, the sick and the aged. Approximately 
half of the Creeks were on the move for pastures new. 
For many of them it was a second exodus. 

Colonel D. H. Cooper reached the deserted camp of 
Opoeth-le-yo-ho-la on the fifteenth of November and, 

"^Dailr State Journal (Utile Rock), Nor. 8, tSti. 
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finding his enemy gone and locating his trail, moved 
himself in a slightly northeasterly direction towards the 
Red Fork of the Arkansas. He came up with the 
unionist Creeks at Round Mountain on the night of the 
nineteenth and an indecisive engagement"* followed, 
both sides claiming the victory. Under cover of dark- 
ness, Opoeth-le-yo-ho-la managed to slip away and 
crossed into the Cherokee country where there were 
plenty of disaffected full-bloods to give him sympathy. 
It is more than likely that they had invited him there 
and had prepared for his coming. Cooper did not at- 
tempt to pursue the Creek refugees, having been called 
back to the Arkansas line, there to wait in readiness to 
reenforce McCulIoch should the Federals make a for- 
ward march southward from Springfield, as then seemed 
probable. But that danger soon passed, passed even be- 
fore Cooper had had time to take the post indicated or 
to leave his own camp at Concharta, after a brief re- 
cuperation. He was now free to follow up the meagre 
advantage of the nineteenth. 

The next opportunity to crush Opoeth-le-yo-ho-la 
came in the Battle of Bird Creek [Chusto-Talasah, 
Little High Shoals, or the Caving Banks],"' fought De- 
cember 9, 1861. On the twenty-ninth of the preceding 
month, a part of Cooper's force had set out for Tulsey 
Town and an advance guard had been sent up the Ver- 
digris in the direction of a place, called "Coody's Set- 
tlement," where CoIonel.John Drew with a detachment 
of his regiment of Cherokee full-bloods was posted. 
The orders were that Drew should effect a junction 
with Cooper's main force and, on December eighth 
they were all encamped on Bird Creek in the south- 

«" ColoDcI D. H. Cocker's "Report" [0$cial Reeordt, first Mr., vol. viii, 5], 
*" Colrael D. H, Cooper'i "Report" lOfieial Renrdi, Sm »er,, vol. viii, 
7, 709]- 
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western corner of the Cherokee Nation. At this junc- 
ture, word came that Opoeth-le-yo-ho-la wished to treat 
for peace and Major Pegg, a Cherokee, with three com- 
panions was sent forward to confer with him. They 
found the Creek chief, surrounded by his warriors and 
ready for battle. It was evening and Colonel Cooper 
had scarcely heard the news of the Creek determination 
to fight when a message came that four companies of 
Drew's regiment, horrified at the thought of fighting 
with their neighbors, had dispersed and gone over to 
Opoeth-Ie-yo-ho-la. The incident did not promise well 
for success on the morrow and the Battle of Bird 
Creek was another indecisive engagement, although 
the Creeks, eager and resplendent with their yellow 
corn-shuck badges, seem to have had all the advantage 
of position. Again they made their escape and again 
Colonel Cooper was prevented from following them, 
this time because he was exceedingly fearful lest the 
Cherokee desertion might have a lasting and disastrous 
effect upon the remaining Indian forces, particularly 
upon the small group that was all that was left of the 
original First Cherokee Mounted Rifles. Cooper's per- 
sonal opinion was, that the defection was widespread 
among the Cherokees and that it would be sheer folly to 
start out after Opoeth-le-yo-ho-la until more white 
troops had been added to the pursuing force, by way 
both of reenforcement and of encouragement. 

Instead, therefore, of continuing northward. Colonel 
Cooper drew off in the direction of Fort Gibson and, 
from that point, sent for aid to Colonel James Mcin- 
tosh at Van Buren. He then occupied himself with his 
own troops and prevailed upon John Ross to rally'" the 
Cherokees. It was now the nineteenth of December and 

■"■ ComminliKier of Indiu Affair*, Report, 1865, pp. ]JS-357- 
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the aged chief did his best to keep his people true to 
the faith that the nation had pledged in the treaty of 
the seventh of October. He recalled to their minds the 
fact that it was, by all odds, the best treaty that the 
Cherokees had ever secured, the one that gave them the 
fullest recognition of their rights as a semi-independent 
people, and he might have added with sad, sad truth 
that it was the best that they could ever hope to get. 
He made no such pessimistic reflection, however, but 
concluded, 

It is, therefore, our duty and interest to respect it, and we must, 
as the interest of our common country demands it. According 
to the stipulations of the treaty we must meet enemies of our 
allies whenever the south requires it, as they arc our enemies as 
well as the enemies of the south ; and I feel sure that no sudi oc- 
currence as the one we deplore would have taken place if all 
things were understood as I have endeavored to explain them. 
Indeed the true meaning of our treaty is, that we must know 
no line in the presence of our invader, be he who he may. . .••• 

Colonel Cooper then addressed"' the Indians and, after 
him, Major Pegg;"" but they were not convinced and 
many of them went home, positively refusing to march 
farther with the army. 

Meanwhile Cooper's call for reenforcemene had 
reached Mcintosh '** and, as the need seemed so urgent, 

*i* Extract from John Rom's addreu to Drew'* rcginMiU [CmnninioMr of 
IndiiD Affaira, Report, litis, P- 35^- 

■><■ CdauniMiaDcr of Indian ASairt, Report, iltif, p. J57. 

Mi-— Ibid. 

"* Mclntoib, at the time, wu in charge of McCulloch'i brigade, McCul- 
locli hiving gone to Ridunond to explain R> tlte authoritiei there wh; be had 
peniatemly laid himself open to the charge of refusing to coOperatQ with Ster- 
ling Price in his many Missouri ventures, plaiuied subsequent to the Battle of 
Wilson's Creek. McCulIoch'a order* from the Confederate Wir Department 
were that he ahould guard the Indian Ternimy. Price** great idea w«* to 
occupy the Missouri River country. Had McCuIloch gone northward with 
Price, he would, so he ably argued, have rcmored himself altogedier frnm hif 
baae. 
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Mcintosh resolved to supply it and notified Cooper to 
that effect. Subsequently, he decided *"• to take the field 
in person and to head a column, separate from Cooper's. 
What induced him to do this, nobody can well say. 
Cooper always felt that the incompleteness of the vic- 
tory over Opoeth-le-yo-ho-Ia, which was soon to come, 
was mainly attributable to the divided effort of the at- 
tacking force. In the two former engagements, Opoeth- 
le-yo-ho-la's force, such as it was, untrained and miscel- 
laneous, had greatly outnumbered the Confederate; but 
now the two were more equally matched in point of 
numbers and the chances of success were all on the 
southern side because of superior training and equip- 
ment, so Cooper was probably correct in his^conjecture. 
Mcintosh's excuse'" for advancing precipitately and 
alone was, notwithstanding, very reasonable. The 
scarcity of forage made it expedient to march compact- 
ly; and the two generals had agreed, so Mcintosh de- 
clared, when in conference at Fort Gibson, "that either 
force should attack the enemy on sight." 

The privilege of attacking Opoeth-le-yo-ho-la fell, 
under this arrangement, supposing it was made, to Mc- 
intosh, who had been able to push on in advance of 
Cooper. The Battle of Chustenahlah was fought in the 
early afternoon of Decmber 26, 1861, and ended in 
what seemed the complete defeat of the Creeks. Mc- 
intosh reported that, although their position was strong, 
they were forced to retreat 

To the rocky gorges amid the deep recesses of the moiuitains, 
where they were pursued by our victorious troops and routed in 
every instance with great loss. They endeavored to make a 
stand at their encampment, but their efforts were ineffectual, and 
**■ O^eitU Rttcrdi, Gnt txn^ toL riii, ii. 
"*—tbiJ, ai. 
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we were soon in the midst of iL The battle lasted until 4 
o'clock, when the Aring gradually ceased.'". . 

And then the Creeks fled, leaving practically every- 
thing in the shape of property behind them. Cooper 
came up and detachments of his troops pursued them 
almost to the Kansas line. The weather was bitterly 
cold, provisions scarce, the country rough and bleak. 
The pursuit took the form of a seven day scout; but the 
Creeks, no matter how great their dispersion, were 
headed straight for Walnut Creek, Kansas. 

Their coming was anticipated. Hearing of their ap- 
proach, Superintendent Coffin had directed*** all the 
agents*" under his charge to report to him for duty at a 
place on the Verdigris River called Fort Roe*" "about 
thirty-five or forty miles from Leroy and Burlington." 
It was Coffin's intention to meet the refugees upon their 
first arrival; but, as Commissioner Dole was expected 
soon to be at Fort Leavenworth, he thought it best to 
wait*" and consult with him. It does not seem to have 
been recorded on just what date the first of the Indian 
refugees crossed the Kansas line, but they were very 
soon crossing in great numbers and, by the time Coffin 
finally reached them, their condition was truly pitiable. 
They took up their station on the bare prairies between 
the Verdigris and the Arkansas Rivers and stretched 

"■ Offciel Rtnrdi, fint ter., voL viii, i]-34. 

■*■ CtHDinitHoacT of Indiaa Affiin, Rrfort, ilta, p. 136. 

"'The agenti were, George A. Cutler, Creek, Charlct W. ChaKertoD, 
Cherokee, Im«c CoIeniBii, Cbociam and Chickaian, G. C. Snow, Seminole, and 
Peter P. Elder, Neoaho River. Agent Elder did tiot report for diitjf. 

•*»The Indian ageiiti usually referred to it a* "Fort Roe" but the military 
men, with a few pouible exceptions, when meaning identically the eamc local- 
ity, tpdce of "Roe's Foik." There is no tuch place ai Fort Roe given in the 
IJili 0/ Military Foils, rtc, titabtuhed in the United Stciti fnm iti earlitil 
tettlement te the present time, publiihed by the Dnitcd States War E>epartii)enl, 
1903. That list, however, is far from being complete. 

*** Comroinioner of Indian AKain^ Report, tStii, p. ijS. 
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themselves in almost hopeless confusion over about two 
hundred miles of country. Fortunately the land upon 
which they camped was Indian land, New York Indian 
land, and the few white men thereon were legally in- 
truders and could not consistently object to the presence 
of the refugees. The numbers of the refugees were 
variously estimated. Starting with about forty-five 
hundred,'*" they increased daily and at an astonishing 
rate; for the exodus of the Creeks was but the signal 
for the flight of other tribesmen from Indian Territory, 
of all those, in fact, who were either tired of their alli- 
ance with the Confederacy or had never been in sym- 
pathy with it and were only too eager to take the first 
chance to escape from it. 

The suffering of the refugees, due to destitution and 
exposure, was something horrible to think upon. Super- 
intendent Coffin had little to give them. He appealed 
to General Hunter for an allowance from the army sup- 
plies and Hunter sent down hischief commissary of sub- 
sistence. Captain J. W. Turner, to do what he could to 
relieve the distress. Hunter also sent Brigade-surgeon 
A. B. Campbell; for it was not simply food and cloth- 
ing, that were needed and roof shelter, but medical at- 

**" In compliuice with initnictiont frain Mijor-Generil Hunter, cod- 
taiocd in your order of the aad. ultimo, I left thi> place on the »d. and 
proceeded to Burliogtoa, where I learned that the principal part of the 
friendir Indiani were congregated, and encamped on the Verdigris 
river, near a place called Roe'* Fork, from twelve to fifteen mile* Math 
of the town of Belnumt I proceeded there without delay. By a ceiuui 
of the tribe* taken a few dayi before mj arrival, there wai found to be 
of the Creeka, j.tfiS; slavct of the Cicdu, 53; free negroes, number* 
of the tribe, 38; Seminolet, 777; Quapawi, 136; Cherokeei, 50; Chidc- 
aMiwi, 31; tome few Kicfcapoot and other tribei, about 4,500 in all. 
But the number was being conatantly augmented by the daily arrival of 
other camp* and famitiet. . .-A. B. Cahpbeu, turgeon, U.S.A., to 
Jamci K. Baroet, turgeon, U.SJV., medical director. Department of Kan- 
tat, dated Fort LeavenwcMtfa, February 5, tlSa, 
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tendance. As soon as possible, cheap blankets"' were 
furnished and some condemned army tents. The jour- 
ney northward had been undertaken in the bitterest of 
cold weather. With a raw northwest wind beating in 
their faces, 

And over the snow-covered roads, they travelled all night and 
the next day, without halting to rest. Many of them were on 
foot, without shoes, and very thinly dad. . . In this condi- 
tion they had accomplished a journey of about three hundred 
miles; but quite a number froze to death on the route, and their 
bodies with a shroud of snow, were left where they fell to feed 
the hungry wolves. . . 

Families who in their country had been wealthy, and who 
could count their cattle by the thousands and horses by hundreds, 
and owned large numbers of slaves, and who at home had lived 
at ease and comfort, were without the necessaries of life.*** 
**i These were purchiied by CofliD, acting under die idvice of Hunter 
[Dole to Smith, Jane $, tg6a, Indian Office, fttport Book, no. ii, pp. jga-jgt]. 
*" ExtncB from Agent Culler'i Report, September 30^ iSfis. Variou* re- 
ports, nmre or leu detailed, deacriptive of the ioienae auBeriBgi of Indian 
refugee* in the firtt weeki of their sojourn in Kanaaa may be found in tbe 
Aimuat Report of the Coinmiuioner of Indian Affairs for iS6a, pp. I3S-I7S- 
Tfaoae of Turner, Campbell, Cutler, and George W. Collamore are particular^ 
good. Some of the reports originally accompanied Dole'i Report of June ], 
1SE3 [Indian Office, Report Book, no. la, pp. 392-196 ; Comnriauooer of Indian 
Affain, Report, iStii, pp. 147-149; Houie Exeeuttve Derumentt, ]7th congreM, 
•eomd tettioD, vol. %, no. 13s], which was prepared in anawer to a House 
reeolution, calling for information on tbe southern refugee Indiana. 

ColIamore'B Report of April ai, igfia it to be found in manuHuipt form in 
General Files, Southern Superintendent y, iSsg-iS63, C1603. Another report, 
mott excellent in character, iuued from the pen of apccial agent, William 
Kile, February 31, iSfia. It ii in Land File*, Sotuhem SuperinttiuUncy, 18$$- 
1870, K107. There are alto a few good accounts of the Creeic exodus of iSti. 
One of (hem is a awom atatement, prctented by Holmea Colbert in a letter, 
dated March 25, 1I6S, and authoritatively cited by Mix in an office letter to 
Secretary Browning June t, 1S68 [Indian Office, Report Book, no, 17, p. ]oS]. 
Another account came from John T. Cox to W. G. Coffin under date of 
March iS, 1864, and, while not in the least detailed, is worth quoting because 
of it* tribute of respect to the loyal Indiana. It rant thua: 

Herewith I enclose a map of the route of retreat of the early Loyal 
Refugee Indiana, under Apoth yo-ho-lo, in the Winter of iSfii. 

With Ae fadlitics whhin my reach, for obtaining fact* connected 
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When, sometime in early December, Commissioner 
Dole heard of the resistance that the unionist Creeks 
were making to Colonel Cooper, he immediately ap- 

wich that temariiablc oodui, I un fttllf wirrented b MyuE, thit the 
hutoiy of the War doet not furoiih ■ parallel of patriotic devotioo to 
die Union. 

The Rebel! had managed to adroitly during the adminittration of 
Buchanan, aa to aecurc the appointment of, or favor of every Govern* 
ment Official, or Emploree, within the Umitt of die South Indian Coun- 
try, all nurcn of infonnatioa nere corrupted or poiaoned. PoatmaMei* 
deplored the fall of the Old Gareinment, ai already taken place, Indian 
Agent), and all othen holding buiincn relationi with the lereral tribet, 
uied eveiy meana in their power to diicounge them and destroy their 
confidence in the Old Govemroent, resorting to the groaant Miarepre- 
aentarionii Bribery of Chief*, Headmen, &&, Malfcaianec and Robbery- 
Military Poat*, Goveitiment Storei, Ordnance Ik. Ik. were surrendered 
or abandoned under color of the mott dire military necetaity, and the ap- 
parent tardineu of the Old Government to rtndcr them timely atuMance, 
or in any way counteract those influeocea, left them without counsel, aitd 
without friend), and implied a total abwadooment of die Indiana. Yet 
under all the discouraging surroundtnga a lai^ portion of the Crecki, 
Chcrokeet, Seminotei and othera maintained their loyalty. The Chid* 
atawa were divided in their Councils, and the Choctawa went over al- 
moac entirely to the Rebel Gorcnunent 

In the month of March t%6t, international councils were held, fint 
at the Creek Agency, nat at North Fork, without affecting very materi- 
ally the fidelity of the Indiana. But in the latter part of April, the 
Cboctawa and Chidcaaawa gave in full adhesion to the Confederate 
Government The remaining tribes were alternating between die Coun- 
sels of Apoth-yo-ho-lo, McDaoiel and others 00 the one hand, and ■ 
awarm of Rebel Commiaaionera on the other. 

The Rebel Government was pushing forward the organiiation of 
Indian Re^ments, under the Mclntoshea, Stan Watie, Adair, Jumper, 
Smith and othera, while the Conservative element, forming a Cherokee 
Regiment under CoL Drew, for armed neutrali^, but in truth loyal to 
die Union, while Apoth-yo-ho-lo headed the hottiica, aa they were 
termed by the Rebels. 

In a Report dated Cteek Agency C.N. Dec. i6tb., igei, addressed to 
the Hon. David Hubbard, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Richmood, 
Va^ the Creek Agent, Col. Garrett says. See Copy marked "A" (Gar- 
retfa report to Hubbard appeata in another connectioD in die present 
wort It seema to have come into the Indian Office from two independ- 
dent sources). I have noted this to show the attitude of die aereral 
tribes at the beginning of the Rebellion. 

The priitcipal object of this report is to call attentioo to the real 
claims of the Indiana upon the Government, not only to sjmipBthy, but 
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plied once more, through the Secretary of the Interior, to 
the War Department for troops sufficient to assert Fed- 
eral supremacy south of the Kansas line, his immediate 
object being, the strengthening of the force then op- 
posed to Cooper. At the moment, Lane^s expedition 
was under consideration. Lane having managed to con- 
vince the Washington authorities, both congressional 
and administrative, that an expedition southward was 
absolutely necessary'" for the protection of the frontier. 
Somewhat earlier, in fact in the late autumn, the non- 
secession Indians of various tribes had made their own 
appeal for help. They had made it to the United States 
government and also, a little later on, to the Indian 
tribes of Kansas. Along about the first of November, 
a mixed delegation"* of Creeks, Seminoles, and Chick- 

competwatHHi for Mrvicct from dw dne tbey abudoned their hocnei 
■Dd all thejr potMMed, and look up atim ia nipport of the Govenuneat 
Although they claim Dochiog of the kind, yet the moral effect of wch 
a tangible recognition of their early aerricet, would insure fidelity of all 
other tribei againit any other future rebellion or diuffecltoo againit 

The hiatoiy of their dcMitutioD, and terrible wfferinga in their ptl- 
gfimage of three hundred milea in mid'Winler, ii familiar to you and 
iMt oeceaaaty here to relate [General File*, Stuthtm Superintendeuey, 
i863-lS6f, CSa4]. 

"* Other* had reached that deciiton liken iie. On the teuth of December, 
McClellao bad written to Hilleck, "I ihill send troop* to Hunter to enable 
him to more into the Indian Territoiy west of Arkaniaj and upon Northern 
Texa*. That movement should relieve you very materially"- Ofidat Rrcordi, 
AwM *eT., vol. viii, 419. See also the letter of December ii, iS6i [ibid., ^aS]. 
'** It was to this delegation, I have no doubt, that the Shawnee* *ent their 
note of encourigement It bean dale November i$, iSSi and was issued from 
the Shawnee Agencj, Johnaon CounQ>, Kaiua*. It* inspiring passage* are thcM: 
Biotbers, bold fast to the Union t Hidd to your treaties I And now 
call upon the United State* govemmeat to fulfill their treaty stipula- 
tion) with you by protecting you in thb your time of need, and save 
your country to you firet, and then, by lo doing, save the whole of the 
Indian country to the Union. 

. . . And DOW our advice to you is, go immediately to Waahing- 
ton CiQ', lay your ca*e before President Lincoln, state eveiythlng, and 
we assure you that he will protect you, and that immediately; we think 
diat delay tm your part will be niinoni to your people; we believe that 
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asaws had made its appearance *** at Leroy and, finding 
there the United States Creek agent, George A. Cutler, 
had consulted with him "in reference to the intentions 
of the Federal government regarding the protection due 
them under treaty stipulations." Cutler advised the 
Indians to talk the matter over with Senator Lane and 
accompanied them to Fort Scott, Lane's headquarters, 
for the purpose. Arriving there, they learned that 
Lane had gone to Washington and had left his com- 
mand in charge of Colonel James Montgomery. Col- 
onel Montgomery counselled with the Indians as Cut- 
ler had done and helped them to reach the decision that 
it would be best to proceed to Washington and lay their 
complaints before the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
At the same time, Montgomery notified*** President 
Lincoln of their intention. 

Still accompanied by Agent Cutler, the delegation 
resumed its journey, going by way of Fort Leaven- 
worth. There they conferred "^ with General Hunter 
and left greatly strengthened in their resolution of pro- 
ceeding to Washington; for Hunter, too, thought that 
such a trip might compel the government to realize the 
Indian's very real distress and its own obligation to re- 
lieve it. We arc fain to believe that General Hunter 
personally believed in the military necessity of securing 
Indian Territory even though he did do all he could to 
oppose the project of Senator Lane in the early months 
of 1862 and even though he did disapprove of the for- 
mation of the department of Kansas and his own assign- 

Tour agcDl ought to conduct ywi there. Put j«ur cooGdcocc aiAj in the 

Unkn ud yon will be ufe. . . - Cominimoner of Indian Affiin, 

Rtptrt, iSii, p. 45. 

*** Repent of Agent Cutler, September jo^ i>£a [Comminioaer of Indiui 
Affain, Rtport, tl6a, p. ijS]. 

*** Momgomcry to Lincoln, November 19, iS^i [ibid., 1861, p. 4£t]. 

M' Hunter to Dole, December i, iSSi [Comminioner of Indian AMn, 
Rtftrt, xUt, p. 49]- 



Digilized by Google 



Alliance with the Confederacy 267 

ment to it instead of to that of Missouri, which would 
have been his preference. If he at any time to date had 
wavered"' in his opinion as to the needs of the Indians 
and their legitimate claim upon the United States gov- 
ernment for protection, Carnith's letter of November 
twenty-sixth ought to have settled the matter, unless, in- 
deed, its rather savage tone had created prejudice in- 
stead of working conviction as was intended. 

... I have from the first believed it would be good 
policy to let loose the northern Indians, under the employ of 
eovemmcnt; it certainly would be better for the border States 
to have the Indian country for a battle ground than to have it 
remain a shelter for rebel hordes the coming winter, . ,••■ 

The visit of the Indians to Washington proved very 
opportune. By the twenty-seventh of December, they 
were back at Fort Leavenworth and considerably re- 
assured. Superintendent Coffin had a council with 
them on the twenty-eighth "at the Fort to good satisfac- 
tion." He says of his interview, 

I gave them Presents of Pipes, tobacco, and Sugar, and they 
went on their way to Fort Scott rejoidng they seem to be in 
fine Spirits,**** but are at a Loss what to do for a living til Lanes 
Army goes down there into the Indian Territory they want very 
much to get Some of the Funds now due the Creeks. . .•*' 
^** Note that Hunter, when WTitiog to McClellan, December 19, iS6t 
lOfidal Rtnrdi, fint ler., vol. viii, 4J0], profcwcd that, previoni to the re- 
ceipt of McCIellan'i letter of the eleventh, he had not known that it wai ex- 
pected of him that he ihould uodertake an expedition for the defente of Indian 
Territmy. He declared that Thomai' coomiunicitioo of November twen^- 
lixth, touching the matter, had been vague in the extreme. 

*■* Extract from letter of Carruth to Hunter, November 16, iltii [Com- 
miniooer of Indian ARain, Reptrt, 1S61, p. 49]. 

'*" It aeemi a little nirprising that they did depart from Fort Lcavcnworrii 
in tuch good ipiriti ; for, while there, they aurcly mutt have heard rumor* of 
the final attack upon Opocth-le-yo-ho-la. Agent Cutler ttlla ui that he heard 
of the cxodui a few dayi after hii return to Kaniti with the delegation. He 
bad then left Leavennorth, however, for he layi farther on in hit letter that 
be went back there to confer with Coffin aa to what ahould be done. 

■*i Extract from letter of Coffin to Dole, December iS, igfi [General 
Filea, Southern Sufttintendtncy, i3sQ-i86a}. 
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A more pathetic appeal, and one more immediately 
telling in its effects, was that made to the brother In- 
dians of Kansas. It came direct from Opoeth-le-yo- 
ho-la and when it reached the Delawares found in them 
a ready response. It invited their cooperation*" in the 
war and asked for men and ammunition."* This is the 
Delaware reply:'" 

Wc arc much rejoiced to receive your letter by James Mc- 
Danicl "' and David Balon. Our Agent has sent it to our 

*^Sce letter of Mix to F. JolmtoQ «t the Deliwite Agencr, Quindsnt, 
KaiMai, dated Jinuaiy 13, 1S61, Mkoowlcdgiiig Jobomia't letter of Juuiiy 
fourth, nhtch eocloaed 

A copy of the reply of the Delaware Chief* in Council to the letter of 
the Creek Chief O-poedi-Io-yo-fao-la, ioTiting their cooperation against 
the rebel Siatet. . .-Indian Office, Leittr Bo«t, no. 67, pp. 171-173. 
*** On the IK ioit, I mailed you the letter of Opoth-U-yat^fao-Ia Mus- 
cogee Chief to the Delaware* aaking for men and ammuiiitioiL On 
die and iutt. the Delaware cbiefi in Council returned the following let- 
ter in answer to Opoth-la-ho-la. . .-F. Johhwn to Dole, dated Quin- 
dato, KauMi, Januaiy 4, igSi [Getieral Filei, Delmoert, i863'i866, 
JS43]. 

*"John Connor, Head Chief, Ne-con-he-eon, Sur-eox-le, Chaf. Jour- 
ueycake, AwlMani Chief), to Oputh-la-yir-ho-la, Mufcogee Chief War- 
rior and our Ic^al Grand Children dated Delaware Nation, Kama* 
Jan, jrd iS£i. 

■«B Jamea MAaniel leenis to have been a Cherokee. Oa April a, igfa. 
Agent Johnson reported to Dole that forQ'-oae Delaware Indians had re- 
turned destitute from the Cherokee country and that he had given thera as- 
■istance and also "a refugee Cherokee chief, Jame* McDanieL" This idea 
is further borne out by the following letter: 

Office of D.S. Agent for Cherokeei 
Tahlequah, Ind. Ter. April 7, 1875 
Hon. H. R. Cluh, Acting Comminioner of Indian Affs 

Snt: I beg leave to call your ittention to the fact that in the fall 
and winter of ii6i Opothleyoholo a Creek and James McDaniel a Chero- 
kee placed Ihemselvei at the head of the loyal Creeks, Seminoles, 
Cherokees Si others. Unaustained by any U.S. forces they gathered on 
Bird Creek, in this Nation, to resist rebel conscripdao into their army. 
Th<7 tried to avoid a fight, to make their way peacably to the union 
army in Kansas, by a far western route. But Gen. Douglas H. 
Coopper, & Gen, Stand Watie, with troops from Texas, k Arkansas, & 
with rebel Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws &c pressed upon them, & at- 
tempted to bring them into subjection to the Southern Confederacy. 
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great Father, the President, "at Washington," and to Gen. Hun- 
ter at "Fort Leavenworth." It gives us great pleasure to hear 
that you are good and true friends b) the President, and to the 
Government of the United States. We hope you will continue 
to be their friend. If bad men of the South ask you to go to war 
against the President, stop your ears, don't listen to them, diey 
are your worst enemies, they are trying to destroy you and the 
Country. 

Grand Children it does our hearts good, we rejoice to hear 
of the victories you have gained over your enemies of the Gov- 
ernment under your brave leader Oputh-la-yar-ho-Ia. 

Grand Children we are ready and willing to help you. Our 
brave Warriors are ready to spill their Blood for you, and are 
only waiting to hear from our great Father at Washington, we 
have asked of him the privaledge of going to your assistance, and 
h(q;>e that our request will be granted, we don't wish to go to 
War against the wishes of our great Father the President We 
have heard that the President will soon have a large Army in 



They ■dbcred to their kq'alqr. Fought the rebel (orta In three or four 
battle*. At fint vanquiihing the rebel forcci, but finally were over- 
come, & compelled to flee to Kuuu in mid-nioter, widi women tc chil- 
dren. Id Kuwu theie men were organized into regimenu, & oo ar- 
riving in the Chenkee Nation were largely reinforced by their friend* 
here, & in the Creek le Seminole Nationa. 

I have made thit ttiteinent m that you may tee the aituation in 
which these men are placed, & judge intelligently. 

Now I vnih to inov) if mm vnundtd in Ihajt ngagtmenU, under 
OpotkltfaholQ Gf Jamti McDmntl, whiU fighting ageinsi the rtbtli, 
9 tht midavu ef thou urAe vttr* kilUd, St thou teho were othtmnie 
tUuibUd in fhote figktt, Sf rn the lubiequent /tight, art entitled to the 
benefits of pension lava. Can thef be peationtJ under existing Imetf 

If not, can you, through the SecietaiT of the Interior, prevail on the 
Freiident to hare the matter preiented to the nest Congrew, with a 
view to having theic peraon* placed on the rolli of the peniion office. 
I need *ay nothing of At propriety of the Goveniment rewarding aa far 
■• pomible, luch acta of Ic^atty Ic voluntary fighting for the Govem- 
■nent by full blood Indiaoi-when all the influence & power of faithleaa 
Indian Agents, k Superintendantt, & tbe Southeiu army from Texas ft 
Arkamas, & the more wealthy ic educated mixed blood Indiana, were 
arrayed against them. It should be rewarded, as far [as] practicable, 
u an incetidve to like faithfulness in any etnergency that may arise in 
the future. I have tbe honor to be Very Respectfully Your Ob<k. Ser^ 
vant John B. Johbs, U.S. Agent for Cherokee* 
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the Indian Country to protect you, that he has ordered Gen. 
Lane to march to your relief. We arc confident that our great 
Father is able and will protect his red children - Grand Chil- 
drcn wc pray to die "great spirit" to protect you and keep you 
out of the hands of the bad men of the South, who are trjring to 
destroy you and the Government — Wc have no fears as to the 
result of this war - the President has large Annies in the field 
that will conquer and punish the Rebels- We are proud of our 
Muscogee Qiildren. 

The United States government had already deter- 
mined upon an expedition to the Indian country and, 
yielding to the importunities of Senator Lane, who rep- 
resented General Hunter as in full accord with himself 
in the matter, had decided to use the Kansas Indians in 
the making up of the attacking force. It was well that 
the Indians had manifested a readiness to fight and that 
the Delawares, particularly, had overcome their previ- 
ous aversion. The first official record of the fact that 
the decision to use the Kansas Indians had been reached 
appears to be a communication*^ from Assistant Ad- 
jutant-general E. D. Townsend to Surgeon-general 
C. A. Finley, under date of December 31, 1861, notify- 
ing him that medical supplies would soon be needed 
for a force of about twenty-seven thousand men, about 
four thousand of whom were to be Indians, which 
was to be concentrated at an early day near Fort Leav- 
enworth. On the third of January, Lane wrote"' to 

■*• Ofiriat RenriU, firil »er., vol, viii, S7*- 

**' WASHiHtTTON, D.C Juoafy j, t%6*. 

Major-Geneml Huktu, ConunindiDg Kuum Departmeat: 

It it the intCDtioD of the GoTetnment to order me to report to you 
for an active Tfinter*! cimpiigD. They hive ordered General Denver 
10 another department They have ordered to report to jiou eight regi- 
iDcnt* cavaliy, tbree of infantry, and three batteriei, in addition to your 
preatnt force. They have also ordered you, in conjunction with the 
Indian Department, to organize 4,000 Indiaiu. Mr. Dolca, Comnua- 
aioner, nill come out with me. J. H. Lahb. 

Ofieial Rtttrdi, fint «er., vol. viii, 481. 
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Hunter, informing him, as if at first hand and semi- 
officially, of the new plan. It is not to be wondered at 
that General Hunter took offence at the officiousness 
and presumption Lane displayed. In point of fact, it 
was a clear case of executive interference. 

Now that it had, to all appearances, gained a long- 
desired object, the Indian Office lost no time in lending 
the War Department its hearty cooperation. Commis- 
sioner Dole was especially enthusiastic and, under in- 
structions from Secretary Smith, prepared to go out to 
Kansas himself to help organize the Indians for army 
service. He also sent particulars*" of the new move- 
ment to Superintendent Branch and a circular letter'** 
to the agents of the central superintendency, detailing 
the advantages that would accrue to individual Indians 
should they enlist. Dole wrote these letters on the sixth 
of January and was then expecting to be in Leaven- 
worth City for the making of final arrangements eight 
or ten days "hence." He did not manage to get away, 

*** It being the inleDtion of rhe Gov't of the Uoited Statn to take into 
id miliary terviee 4000 Indians from tfae bordcn of Kiniis wai Mis- 
■ouri, ro be organized under Major Gen' Hunter, you are hereby made 
■cquainied therewith. The different Agenti in your Miperintendeney 
will be iottnicted direct from this Office to use their best endeavors to 
engage the above number of Indians, taking care that thoie w> engaged 
are capable of good service and are nell affected tonard* tbia Gov- 



All the operatioaa in this behalf should be conducted with dispatch 
and aa mtich secrecy as the nature of the measure nill admit of. 

I underatand that the Govennnent propoaea to equalize the pay of 
these Indian volunteen with that of other volunteers, but giving the 
chiefs an additional compensatiDn. Each man will receive a blanket, and 
those not having aims of their own will be provided by the Goveni- 
ment. Their subsistence will be the tame as that provided in Re* 
vised Regulation* No. 5, Section 39 of this Bureau, or tfae ariDy aub- 
sistence, whatever that may be. Where any of die Indiamv ^u* en- 
gaged, shall die or be killed whilst in service, their pay will be g^vcn 
over to thrir families - Indian Office, Letlrr Bttk, xm. £7, pp. aii<ai8. 
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however, quite so soon ; but the agents went to work im- 
mediately and, even before Dole arrived in Kansas, 
Agent Farnsworth, who had always been rather too 
eager for Indian enlistment, was able to report"" the 
initial steps taken. By the twenty-first of January,"' 
Dole was well on his way west He reached Kansas in 
due season and there learned"' for the first time, that 
Opocth-Ie-yo-ho-la had been completely overwhelmed, 
that the refugees were on the Verdigris, and that Gen- 
eral Hunter was subsisting them. This was doleful 
news, indeed, and made the project of a southern ex- 
pedition seem more and more expedient 

General Hunter had done the best he could to relieve 
the awful sufferings of the refugees; but, on the sixth 
of February, he was obliged to inform*** Dole that he 
could do no more, that he had practically reached the 

MO FiriMWOTtfa irratc on the 3t*t, ukDawledg^ug Dole** letter of the lixtfa 
andMying, 

Iti cootcDtt ha* been aplaioed to two tniMy Indian*, who will keep 
the matter entirely lecret until the tiine for public actioa come*. 1 have 
lent for the Indian* to come in. I think they will ttl be bcre by the 
jotfa or JIM of tfaii iDoadi. I nilt enroll them ■■ Kwn ai powibie. I 
think I iball be able to cnliet about ijo viKorou* warrior*. . .-Gen- 
erat Filei, Kitkafnp, l8sS-t863, Fj);. 

■" Your comnninicaticHi to thii office of the ji*t December last ba* been 
received encloting a lener which wa> brought to you by a meaaenget 
from the South, a* you were holding a Council with the Delaware 
Chief* of your Agency, and which letter you desired to be laid before 
the Pretident of the United Stitei. Your communicatioa alM lepreient- 
ed the rcadinen of die Delaware* and all the other Wettem tribe* to 
engage in military Krvicc on the aide of the Government agalmt the 
rebel State*. 

With reference to all theie Subject*, you will hive an opportunity of 
conferring with the Comminioner of Indian Affair* (who ha* perutcd 
your letter in peraon) at Leavenworth City, for which detrinatioo he 
left ibii City on Sunday Ian on public buiineta. - Cbarlbs E. Mtz, 
acting Gommixioner, to F. John*on, Januaiy at, \%6* [Indian Office, 
Letttr Boak, no. £7, p. 368]. 

■■1 Commiiaioner of Indian Affaira, Refmi, tS£i, pp. 16, i47'<4l- 
»*! have the honor to inform you that Capt. J. W. Turner, Chief 
Comminary of Subaialence of the Departcnent, ha* ju*t returned from 
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end of his resources, and that, after the fifteenth of Feb- 
ruary, the whole responsibility of subsisting the desti- 
tute Indians would have to fall upon the Interior De- 
partment. Dole was almost at his wits' end. He had 
no funds that he could use legitimately for the need that 
had arisen. It was a case of emergency, however, and 
something certainly had to be done. Before the fif- 
teenth of December arrived, additional reports"* came 

tbe eoumpmeiiti of the Ic^bI lodiaiu, on the VerdigrU ttTtt, uid id its 
vicinity. Hiving mide ■rrangemcnts for nibuiting thne unfortunate 
Kfugen until the isth day of the praeot nuwtb. 

In the oeighborhood of Bebnont lod Roe*! Fort, there were, at the 
time CapL Turner left, about four thouiand five hundred Indiuu, 
chic6y Crceki and SemiDole*; But their number was being conitROtlj 
augmented by the arrival of fmh campt, tribe* and fainilie*. 

Their condition i> pictured u moat wtetched-detlitute of clothing, 
■belter, fuel, horief, cooking ufeDiil* and food. Thi* tut named article 
wa* iupplicd by Capt. Turaer in quantities aufficient to lait until the 
tjth inttant after which tim^ I doubt not, you will hive made further 
arrangements for their continued aubiiitencc. 

In taking the retponiibitity of lupplying their wanta until the Indian 
Department could make provinon for their neceuiiiea I but fulfilled a 
duty due to our coimnon humanity and the cauie in which the Indiana 
■re auSering. I now tniat and have cveiy confidence that under your 
energetic and judicious arrangements these poor people may be (ap- 
plied with all they need sfter tbe ijtb instant, on which day the sup- 
plies fumiihed by CapL T\iroer will be exhausted. 

I make do doubt that provision ibould be made for feeding, cloth- 
ing and sheltering pot leas than six tbouiuid Indians, and posiibly a* 
bigh IS ten thousand, oa ihit point however, you are doubtless better 
prepared to judge than myself. I otdy wish to urge upon you the neces- 
sity for prompt meanre* of relief. 

P.S. Copies of the reports made by CapL Turner and Brigade Sur- 
geon Campbell will be furnished to you by KMOorrow's post, in view of 
the urgency of this case, and tbe fact that these Indiana caimot be 
supplied ai^ further than bsve been done from tbe supplies of the 
army, I lend one copy of this letter to Topeka and the other to Leaven- 
worth City. Fearful suffering muM ensue ammigsi the Iitdians unless 
die steps necessary are promptly taken. 

This letter was forwarded by Edw. Wolcott, at Dole's request, to die Indian 
Office [General Files, Sottlhertt Suferiniendencj, 1859-1863, W513]. 

»* Coffin to Dole, dated Fort Roe, Verdigris River, Ksnaas, February 13, 
>S6a [General Files, Southern Sttptrinltndentj, i8s9-i863, Cis>6]; Snow to 
Coain, February ij, ittis [General Filet, StmintU, 1858-1869]. 
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in from Superintendent Coffin, detailing distress. Un- 
der the circumstances it was necessary to act quickly 
and without congressional authorization. Dole tele- 
graphed"' to Secretary Smith, 

Six thousand Indians driven out of Indian territory, naked and 
starving. General Hunter will only feed them until isth. 
Shall I take care of them on the faith of an appropriation ? 

He received a reply *" that should have been dictated, 
not so much in the spirit of generosity, as of simple jus- 
tice: 

Go on and supply the destitute Indians, Congress will supply 
the means. War Department will not organize them. 

With this approbation in hand. Dole went to work, pur- 
chased sufficient supplies on credit, and appointed**^ a 
special agent, Dr. William Kile of Illinois, who had 
been commissioned"' by President Lincoln to act on 
Lane's staff and was then in Kansas as Lane's brigade 
quartermaster, to attend to their distribution. Mean- 
while, the attention of Congress had been called to the 
matter and a particularly strong letter of Dole's, de- 
scribing the utter misery of the exiles, was read in the 
Senate February 14, in support of a joint resolution for 
their relief.**' It was intended originally to apply only 
to the loyal Creeks, Seminoles, and Chickasaws but had 
its title changed later so as to make it include the Choc- 
taws. On the third of March, Congress passed *•* an act 
providing that the annuities of the "hostiles," Creeks, 
Chickasaws, Seminoles, Wichitas, and Cherokees, should 
be applied, as might be necessary, to the relief of ref- 



^" Dole to Dr. Kile, Pcbniaiy lo, iS6a [Indian Office, Letlrr Book, do. 67, 
pp. 4SO-45*]- 

*** CommiHioDer of Indian Affain, Rtporl, iSfii, p. 14S. 

•■• Congrtiiional GUbt, $7th congren, second Mwimi, p. (15. 

**« Doittd SMtn Statutes at Large, vol. ziii, 561. 
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ugees from Indian Territory. It was expressly stipu- 
lated in this enactment**' that the money should not be 
used for other than Indian Territory tribes. 

Secretary Smith's telegram, as the reader has prob- 
ably already observed, had given to Dole a small piece 
of information that was not of slight significance, sig- 
nifying as it did a change of front by the War Depart- 
ment. The War Department had rescinded its former 
action and had now refused to organize the Indians for 
service. The objections to Lane's enterprise must have 
been cumulative. Before the idea of it had embraced 
the Indians and before it had become so closely identi- 
fied with Lane's name and personality, in fact, while it 
was more or less a scheme of McClellan's, Hunter had 
interposed "* objections, but purely on military grounds. 
His force was scarcely equal to a movement southward. 
Subsequently, Halleck interposed objections likewise 
and his reasons,"* whatever his motives may have been, 
were perfectly sound, indeed, rather alarmingly so, 
since they broadly hinted at the miserably local inter- 
ests involved in the war in the west and the gross sub- 
ordination of military policies to political. Then came 

■>> It CT», however, the begiomng of a great diil of graft and miMie of 
goTernnKiH fundi. CiliMn* of Ktn««i, othenrite Kputible, prepared to reap 
a rich barrett, and govemment official! were not at all behbdband in the 
undenakbg. Preiutuablyi immediately upon the depamire of Hunter'* com- 
miuary from Fort Roe, the Indiana began to get into the debt of the lettlera 
and tbe sum of the indebtedocM mod mounted up ticmendouily. Coffin again 
and again urged payment [Coffin to Dole, May ii, iSSa], m did Colonet C. 
R. Jinniion of the Seventh Re^ment Kanaa* Volunteer*, and to did General 
Blunt 

Tbe act of Marcb ), 1I61, reinforced by that of July 5, 1S61 [tTnited 
States Statatt) at Large, vol. zii, 51S] wae re-enacted, in whole or in part, each 
year of the war [Act of Match 3, 1S63, United State* Staiulti at Large, vol. 
'"1 79! > Act of June 15, 1S64, ibid^ vol. xlii, ito]. In addition, apecial ap- 
propriation* were made, like that of May j, 1864, for the refugee*. 

M* Hunter to Thoma*, December 11, 1861 [0$cial Rteordt, fir»t »er, voL 
viii, 4J1S]; McCleltan to Hunter, December 11, ig6i [ibid.']. 

■** Halleck to McClellan, January ao, iStia Itbid., 509-510]. 
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Lane with energy like the whirlwind, a local politician 
through and through. He had absolutely no respect 
for official proprieties and the military men, opposed to 
him, were men of small calibre. He reached Kansas, 
joyfully intent upon putting into immediate effect the 
power that Lincoln had conferred upon him, only to 
find that there stood Hunter, fully prepared to contest 
authority with him. The Adjutant-general had writ- 
ten*** Hunter that Lane had not been given a command 
independent of his own and that, if he so desired, he 
might conduct the expedition southward in person. In 
the evening of the twenty-sixth, Lane reached Leaven- 
worth, and the very next day. Hunter issued general 
orders*** that he would command in person. Taken 
aback and excusably indignant. Lane communicated*** 
at once with John Covode and requested him to impart 
the news to the President, to Stanton**' and the new Sec- 
retary of War, and to General McCIellan. 

Official sensitiveness was unquestionably at the bot- 
tom of the whole trouble, yet Lincoln was very largely 
to blame for having yielded to Lane's importunities. 
He frankly said that he had wished to keep the affair 
out of McClellan's hands as far as possible.*** He 
hoped to profit by the services of both Hunter and 
Lane ; but, if they could not agree, then Lane must yield 
the precedence to Hunter. He must report for orders 
or decline the service.**" Military men, stationed in ' 
the west, and civil officers of Kansas were all prejudiced 

>**Thain>i lo Hunter, Januiiy 14, iSts \0$ntd RrnrJi, firat Mr., vol 
viii, s»s-s»«]. 

■•* — Ibul., 519-S30. 

*** — lbid. 

X' StuMoa had become Sccretai^ of Wir, January 15, tg6s. Oa the real 
rciHiu for Cameroa'a TetiremeDt, tee Welle** Duay, xxA. i, 57. 

*** IJDCobi to Stanton, January )i, 1161 [Offinml Rtcordt, firat ler., vtA. 
vHi, Hi], 

0** Lincoln to Hunttr and Lane^ February 10, 1S61 [ibid., 5ji]. 
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against the "Lane Expedition." "" They expected it to 
be nothing but jayhawking and marauding of the worst 
description. The Indians, however, were deeply dis- 
appointed'" when a halt came in the preparations. 

*"> Huoter ro Hilledc, February 8, iS6s \jO$rM RtctrJt, fint Mr, toI. viii, 
Si9-S]i] ; Halleck to Hunter, Fcbiuaiy *3> '8^* [iUd^ 554'5S5] > McClellui to 
Halleck, Febmaiy t], iS63 {ibid^ sjf]. 

"^ My abject more paniculatly id writiag to you to-night ii oo account 
of the order* that we lean here to-night from Gawral Geoniaoa to 
Geoeral Hunter that no Indiana arc to be muuered into the Service 
we have taken greate painea and have made flatttiing progret* in en- 
rooting them according to the orderi of your Selfe and General Hunter 
nearly all of them «et apart xa Dollar* out of their wagea pr roooth for 
their familici and many that have no familie* leive it in the bandi of 
the Agcnta for their benefit after the war h over and dtey are burning 
with revenge and apiling for a fight and I have no dont at all but ibey 
would doo good Service there are two ■niaii^ Ibem at leart pcrhapa 
many nwre that I think would make good Commanders Billy Bowleg! 
Ic Little Captain the latter a Creek that commands in all the Lite Bat- 
tles and tbey (upoaed that he was killed but he got in a few days sine 
Klly has alao recently irivd I am fully of the opinion that these Indians 
at least two Thousand of them for such a can^aigne as they are de- 
signed for or the one it supoaed to be that is to go South from here 
■re as well calculated for a« any Troops that could be selected and it 
will make great trouble with tbem as they have their hart* set upon il 
and will be most cruelly dttappoiotcd if not permettd to go and they 
should be g« back a* som) «b poeabi to their home* as the plantiDg sea- 
son is near and if thty do not get there in time for putting in a crop 
the premit Spring it lotAs like they will have to be suportd by the 
Govenmient til August iSfij or til ■ crop can be mainrd nn year which 
could not be somer than August this would entail a heavy expense upon 
the Indian department that I would like la be ivtndd I have had an In- 
terview with General Gcnnisoo and he is very sure that if they would 
arm these Indians and give him three thousd other Troops be could 
put those Indians into their homes in time for a crop this year all here 
■re very much disappointed and mortified at the course things arc for 
their families will be no small Item in lessening the expense of Sub- 
sitting them which with all the EcMMxny we can use will be very larger 
COFnH to Dole, dated Humboldt, Kansas, February at, titia [General 
File*, Stuthrrn SuprrijitmUncf, i8s9-iS6», C1S41]. 

Since writing you from Humboldt Dr. Kile & my lelfe have viaited 
Fort Roc to make ■rrangemenia for moving the Indian* to the Neosho 
on getting there we found that about 1500 of tbem had left for this 
place they left Saturday noon it turned cold Saturday night and com- 
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Opoeth-le-yo-ho-la personally addressed a communica- 
tion"' to Lincoln. He wanted nobody but Lane to 
command the expedition. Pending a settlement, Dole 

mcnced mowii^; and lotnred hard nuMt of the day Sunday and Ian 
mght wai the coldeM of the icaian the Indiana all got to timber Sat- 
urday night to camp and remaiDcd in camp Sunday but moit of them 
ware on the Road to day tho it wa* too coald to travel in the fix they 
an in I lan many of them barefooted and maoy more that the feett 
i*aa a tmall part of them that iras bare, these people realy leem to be 
doomd to (uffer for this Loyalty beyood measure, the goodt and ihoet 
ordered by Dr. Kile and an order aeot by myielfe before Kile'* arival 
have not yet leached here. Kile remained at Fort Roe to Settle and 
cloae up bu*ioeai there and awiit in the ataingementa for atartiDg them 
from thetc and I came on to ae to those □□ the way and make araeng- 
meota for taking care of them when they get here I found many of 
them Sick and not able to leave camp till teams are sent to (hem to 
aid them. We find that we cannot move them with less than about 
three Teams 10 die Hundred and it may overrun that the weather b 
moderating now and we shall make a vigorous effort to move them as 
quidc aa possible, we find it very dificult to get Teim* on govenunent 
vouchers and may not be able to move them in a reasonable time on 
that account the funds I brot down three Thousand Dollar* was nearly 
ezausted before Kile arived we are now nearly destitute of money if I 
find it a* dificult around here to get teams as I have between here and 
tbe fort I shall make an effort to raise some funds for that putpoee 
tomorrow with what success remains to be seen we hare kept them 
pretty well suplied with Something to eat so far but that ia all we can 
bolt of, iff we ware to say they ware well clothed there would be ten 
thousand square ft of nakedness gaping forth its contradiction; they 
have been out of Tobacco for Several days and I doo think one day* 
experience in camp would convince the most skeptical that with Indiaits 
at least the weed is a necessity, the Indians of all trib* held a grand 
council last Thursday at Fort Roe in regard to the nar, at which they 
determined with great unanimity to gather up and arm as best they 
could, all there able bodied men and go down with the army on iheit 
own hook and aid in driving out the Rebels from their homes in time 
to plant a crop for this season and then gather all the Ponies they can 
and they think th^ can capture eikough from the Rebels with what they 
have to cocne up for their families. Cannot Iht Govrmment aid to 
LaadibU an enterfriie at tkat al Itast vnik a ftw gunt and tome amun- 
iiion they appear to he in good earnest and are feeding up the best of 
their Poniee for the Trip. . . - Coffin to Dole, dated Leroy, Mardi 
3, 1861 [General Files, Souliem Suptrinteadencji, iSsg-lS&t, C1544]. 
■^•Letter of January aS, igSi lOfficiai Renrdt, fittt ser., vol. viii, 534]. 
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ordered"* Coffin"* to desist from further enrollment. 
Secretary Stanton was declared opposed to the use of 
Indians in civilized warfare."* Soon the orders for the 
expedition were countermanded with the understand- 
ing, explicit or implied, that it should later proceed 
under the personal direction of General Hunter. 

The military situation in the middle west and the 
great desire on the part of the Confederacy to gain Mis- 
souri and to complete her secession from the old Union 
necessitated, at the opening of 1862, a thorough-going 
reorganization of forces concentrated in that part of the 
country. Experience had shown that separate and in- 
dependent commands had a tendency to become too 
much localized, individual commanders too much in- 
clined to keep within the narrow margin, each of his 

"* I hive * deapKch from Seeietaiy Smith Mying that dte Sectetaiy 
of War ii oppoKd to muMcring the Indiaiw into the lerrice, and that 
he TTDuld tee the Pmident and settle the iDatter that day (Feb. 6). 

Th» a* you nill ice diiarranget all my previous BrrangenMntt, 
and devolvei upon me the necenity of revoking 117 orden ta yoa to 
proceed with the agents, to organize the kyal Indiana in your Supeiin- 
tendency into companici preparatory to their heing muKered into the 
service by Gen. Hunter. I have now to advise that you explain fully 
to the Chiefs that no authority bat yet been received frmn Washington 
amborizing their adminion into the ant^ of the United States; but I 
woulfl, at the same time advise that you proceed to ascertain what num- 
ber are able and wilting to join our army, and that you so far prepare 
them for the service as you can consistently do, without commitdng 
the Govemment to accept them, ai I still hope for the power to get 
(bese refugee* if no others, into the lervice, it being one, and aa I 
think, the best means of providing for their necessities. . . — DOLI to 
Coffin, February 11, 1S61 [Indian Office. Lflter Book, no. £7, p. 448]. 
*'* Coffin had not been written to, Jan. 6, because the original plan did 
not contemplate die emphqrment of southern Indians. Not until lie beard of 
their presence, as refugees in Kansas, did Dole include them in his list of 
possible soldier*. 

*'^ Superintendent Branch may have had something to do with the <q>poM- 
ti«i that grew up in Waahington after Dale's departure; for he wa* dicre 
the latt days of the month. Lane aaked for hi* immediate return to thje west 
[Mb to Lane, January tj, iS6a, Indian Office, Leittr Book, no. 67, p. 193]. 
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instructions, for the good of the service as a whole to be 
promoted. It was thought best, therefore, to establish 
the Trans-Mississippi District of Department No. 2*" 
and to place in command of it. Major-general Earl Van 
Dom. The district was to comprise all of Louisiana 
north of the Red River, all of Indian Territory proper, 
all of Arkansas, and all of Missouri west of the St. 
Francis. Wise in the main, as the scheme for consoli- 
dation unquestionably was, it had its weak points. The 
unrestricted inclusion of Indian Territory was decided- 
ly a violation of the spirit of the Pike treaties, if not of 
the actual letter. Under the conditions of their alli- 
ance with the Confederacy, the Indian nations were not 
obliged to render service outside of the limits of their 
own country; but the Confederacy was obliged, inde- 
pendent of any departmental reorganization or regula- 
tions, to furnish them protection. 

Almost the first thing that Van Dorn did, after as- 
suming command of the new military district, was to 
write,*" from his headquarters at Jacksonport in east- 
em AH^ansas, to Price, advising him that Pike would 
shortly be ordered to take position in southwestern 
Missouri, say in Lawrence County near Mt. Vernon, 
"with instructions to cooperate with you in any emer- 
gency." Van Dom was then laboring under the im- 
pression that Pike's force consisted of a majority of 
white troops, three regiments, he thought, out of a 
brigade of eight or nine thousand men, whereas there 
was only one white regiment tn the whole Indian de- 
partment. Colonel Cooper complained"' that this lat- 
ter condition was the fact and insisted that it was con- 

"B Spcdtl Orden, do. S, Jin. lo, iSta [Offeial Rtnrdi, vol. Tiii, 734]. 
t» Van Dom to Price, Febniarr 7, tl6a [Ofidal Rtnrdi, firit ler., vol. 
'"'. 7«]- 

•M Cooper to Pike, February 10, i86a [ibid., voL xiii, S96]. 
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trary to the express promises made, by authority/" to 
the Choctaws and Chickasaws when he had begun his re- 
cruiting work among them the previous summer. Had 
Van Dom only taken a little trouble to inquire into the 
real state of affairs among the Indians, he would, in- 
stead of ordering Pike to bring the Indian regiments 
out of Indian Territory, have seen to it that they stayed 
at home and that danger of civil strife among the Cher- 
okees was prevented by the presence of three white reg- 
iments, as originally promised. At this particular time 
as it happened. Pike was not called upon » move his 
force ; for the order so to move did not reach him until 
after the Federals, "pursuing General Price, had in- 
vaded Arkansas." ••• 

It proved, however, to be but a brief stay of execu- 
tion; for, as soon as Van Dorn learned that Price had 
fallen back from Springfield, he resolved*** to form a 
junction with McCulloch's division in the Boston 
Mountains and himself take command of all the forces 
in the field. He estimated*** that, should Pike be able 
to join him, with Price's and McCuIloch's troops al- 
ready combined, he would have an army of fully twen- 
ty-six thousand men to oppose a Federal force of be- 
tween thirty-five and forty thousand. Pike was duly 
informed"* of the new arrangement and ordered"* to 
"hasten up with all possible dispatch and in person 
direct the march of" his "command, including Stand 
Watie's, Mcintosh's, and Drew's regiments." His men 

'"Walker to Cooper, M«y ij, iS6t [O0cia! Recordi, fint »er, vol. lii, 
S7*-S7S]- 

"° Report of Albert Pike, dated Fort McCulloch, Majr 4, tS»a [ibU, voL 
xiii, S19]. 

••' Van Dom, RepoK to Bragg, March 17, i!6a [Ofeial Rinrdt, fim 
Kr., vol. viii, agj]. 

"» Van Dotn to Mackall, Febniatr a?, iStia \ibid., 755]. 

«** Mwatj to Pike, March j, iSta {ibid^ 7S3-T^]- 

*■« Maurr to Pike, March 3, il6a Itbtd., 7«4]. 



Digitized by Google 



284 The Indian as Slaveholder and Secessionist 

were to "march light, ready for immediate action.""" 
The outcome of all these preparations was the Battle of 
Pea Ridge "* and that battle was the consummation, the 
culminating point, in fact, of the Indian alliance with 
the Southern Confederacy. It was the beginning of 
the end. It happened just at the time when the Rich- 
mond legislators were organizing'" the great Arkansas 
and Red River superintendency,"* which was intended 
to embrace all the tribes with whom Albert Pike had 
made his treaties. Albert Pike retired from Pea Ridge 
to his defences at Fort McCuUoch, angry and indignant 
that the Indians had been taken out of their own coun- 
try to fight the white man's battles. His displeasure 
was serious; for the Indian confidence in the Confed- 
eracy depended almost wholly upon the promises and 
the assurances of the Arkansas poet 



■" Mtuiy to Drew, McIUMh, and Stand Watie, March j, iS6a [0#ri«f 
Recordt, fint Mr., vol. Tiii, 7^4]. 

■**'niis vrill be diicuncd fully in a later Tolume. 

■*T Jounuil, vol. i, £40, 743 ; vA. il, 19, ao, 51, ja ; toI. t, 47, 115, ti6, 151, 
167, aia 

■**The act nas puscd April S, tI63 [Confederate Slaiutti at Largt (edi- 
tion tA iSfi4), 11-35]. 
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Copy Tahlequah, January 9th 1857. 

Sir : - Some time since I received a letter from you calling for in- 
forination in reference to the white intruders who were settling upon 
the Cherokee Neutral Land. I have been creditably (credibly) in- 
formed that there are several white families h'ving upon the Neutral 
Land, some of them are making improvements, others are in the em- 
ployment of Cherokee Citizens, living on the Neutral Land, from the 
best information that I can get, most of the intruders are good citi- 
zens of the U-States. I have notified them to leave, with the under- 
standing that if they do not leave by spring, they will be removed by 
the Military. My reason for not removing them at an earlier date is, 
the weather is so cold and disagreeable that it would be improper to 
turn women and children out of doors, therefore I will not remove 
them til the winter breaks it maybe that the Military will have to be 
employed in their removal : yet I shall make the efbrt to remove them 
peacefully and without the military if possible. Very Respectfully, 
Your ob't, Svt. (Signed). Gbo. Butler, Cherokee Agent. 

Doct. C. W. Dean, Sup't. of Ind. Affs. 

Copy Fort Smith, Arkansas, February ic)th, 1859. 

Sir: I deem it my duty as an independant citizen to apprize you, 
as the head of the Indian Bureau, of a recent transaction of the Super- 
intendent of Indian Alfairs at this place, and demand of you the proper 
action the facts may impose. 

A contract has been given to an intimate friend and relation of 
the Superintendent, to feed the Witchita and other Indians inhabiting 
the country between the 98th and lOOth degrees, West Lmigitudc, at 
a sum pr ration, of one third, perhaps one half, more than other per- 
sons would have fed these Indians for; which persons were denied 
the privilege of contending for the contract, as no puplic notice invit- 
ing proposals was made, and the contract was given privately. 

I assert this postively, as to the notice for proposals, and enclose 
you a letter of Capt. J. H. Strain, confirmatory of the fact, that he 
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was willing to feed the Witchitas, for a sum far less than the records 
of your Office must show the government has been pledged to pay 
another. The character of this gentleman, who has been for years 
Sutler at Fort Arbuckle, if unknown to you, can be avouched by the 
U. S. Senators liom this State. 

The Seminoles are now fed under a contract given in the usual 
regular mode of publishing invitations for proposals and awarding the 
contract to the lowest bidder, at the sum of about seven cents pr ra- 
tion. The Witchites are encamped only forty or fifty miles from the 
Seminoles and near the Texas and Chickasaw lines, where com and 
beef are much cheaper and more abundant. In proof of this I refer 
you to late contracts for these articles given at Fort Washita and Fort 
Arbuckle - the first being near the Witchitas, and the other near the 
Seminoles. Captain Strain says he would have fed the Witchitas for 
ten cents per ration, and if proposals had been invited, the Contract 
would have been taken for a less sum. 

There are some seven hundred Indians now fed, and thirteen cents 
pr ration is the sum stated as allowed - 1 believe it is more, but the 
Indian Office contains the proof of the exact sum. If the Contract 
had been given at nine cents pr ration, it would have been a saving of 
twenty eight dollars pr day, over the price said to be now paid, which 
would amount to cig^t hundred and forty dollars pr month, and ten 
thousand and eighty dollars a year. This is surprisingly large, for a 
small Indian contr^rt, and at a time too when the duty of government 
Officers to retrench expenses is so imperiously demanded. 

I am opposed to such favoriteism under any circumstances, and par- 
ticularly so, when the recipient can lay no claim to Democratic sup- 
port. 

I am credibly informed that the number of the Indians fed under 
this contract, is rapidly increasing, and that efforts arc all the time 
made to induce the Texas Reserve Indians to claim relationship with 
the Wichitas, and come into their camp and draw rations. One of 
the employees under this Contract makes this statement, and says quite 
a number have already been induced so to come. If the number k 
swelled to two thousand, as conjectured here, the large price now 
paid will roll up the sum thus disbursed to the Superintendents fa- 
vorite so much that other notice will be taken of it, unless you find it 
in your power to interfere. 

I am tired of such conduct and such unfairness towards the gov- 
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emment, and now make the charge distinctEy and demand of you that 
it be stopped. 

Of course I have no desire to withhold my name, and can refer you 
to Senators Sebastian and Johnson for an endorsement of my character. 

Please aiinowledge receipt of this. I am most respectfully, Your 
Obt. Servant, A. G. Maybrs. 

Hon. J. W. Denver, Comr. Ind. A&its, 

Washington City, D. C. 

P.S. I may add that I am not, nor have I ever been interested in 
these sort of Contracts, and have no desire to be interested in this 
one. A.G.M. 

Fort Smith i6th Feby. /59. 

Dear Sir: I am in receipt of youn of the 15th inst You were 
correct in understanding me to say, that I was willing to feed the 
Witchita Indians, near Fort Arbuckle, at ten cents per ration. 

Was the contract to be let to dte lowest bidder, it would go below 
what I said I was willing to take it at. Very Respectfully, Your Obt 
Servant J. H. Strain. 

Gen. A. G. Mayers, Ft. Smith, Ark. 

Department of the Inteiuor. Office Indun Affairs, 
May I2th 1859. 
Sir, For your information and such action as you may deem neces- 
sary, I transmit a copy of a letter, and its enclosures, addressed to 
this Office by A. G. Mayers oa the 2ist ultimo, and of my reply of the 
nth instant. Very respectfully. Your Obt. Servant, 

Charles E. Mix, Commissiwier, ad interim. 
E. Rector Esq, Superintendent &c, 
Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

Copf Fort Smtth, Arkansas April 21st 1859 

Chas. £. Mix, Esq, Acting Comr. of Indian Affairs 
Washington City D. C. 
Sir ; - Allow me to ask of you the favor to inform, officially wheth- 
er the funds provided by the Govemment for the subsistence of the 
Wichita Indians has been turned over to the Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs at this place or any other disbursing offices of the department, 
to carry out the Contract made by the Supt. with C. B. Johnson for 
subsisting those Indians after the facts reported by me in regard to the 
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matter, in a letter to the Commissioner of Indian Afiairs of date the 
19th Fcby 59-. 

It has been stated to me that such monies have been so turned over 
to the Superinttndent, and statement has been contracted, I therefore 
wish to know of you the tnith of the matter, and am assured such in- 
formation will be readily afforded me, 

I may add, to strengthen the report of facts formerly made by me 
in regard to the Wichiu Contracts, that the Seminoles, who are sub- 
sisted at a sum less than seven cents per ration, under contract given 
after publication for proposals, are near Fort Arbuckle, and the Wicbi- 
tas, who arc subsisted under private contract at over thirteen cents per 
ration, are near Fort Washita and within the Chickasaw Nation (much 
of course to the annoyance of the Chickasaws). Now I ask a refer- 
ence to the Comparative Contracts to feed the two tribes on file in your 
office, with the Contract for com and beef given at the two posts men- 
tioned to supply the Soldiers, cm file in the War Oflice, to convince 
you that the Witchitas arc fed at an exhorbitant cost to the Govern- 
ment. 

I also herewith enclose a letter from Mr. Dennis Trammel, who 
was the Contractor to feed the Seminoles; stating that he was willing, 
and had so stated it to the Supt, to feed the Wichitas for seven cents 
pr ration. For Mr Trammel's veracity I can avouch and full en- 
dorsement can be given of it from others, if required ; as can be done 
for my own character and standing in this community.- 

I intend to follow up this matter to a conclusion, and in so declair- 
ing must state that I do it without motive of personal malice and 
simply as an impartial Citizen and a supporter of the administration - 
impelled to the duty in view of the universal acclaim throughout the 
Country for economy in Govt, expenses on account of the depicted 
state of the Treasury, Otherwise I might have left the unpleasant af- 
fair to the proper officers of the Government to find out and determine 
as they might see proper. 

Let me ask; -Is it true that the Supt. has received the Two hun- 
dred thousand dollars due the Creeks under the treaty of 1851, vrith- 
out an order from that tribe to the government to send out the money 
and upon the Supt's own responsibility?- An early reply will greatly 
oblige me, Very Respectfully Your obt. Svt. A. G. Mayers. 
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Copy Greenwood Arkansas April i8th 1859. 

Dear Sir: I have understood that you was willing to feed the 
Wichataw Indians at the same price that you received from the Gov- 
ernment for feeding the Seminole Indians. 

Please state if I am correct in so understanding your propositions 
Very respectfully Your Obt. Servt. A. G. Mayers 

Mr Dennis Trammell, at Greenwood Arks. 

Copy Backbarn Aprial 19. 1859. 

Dear Sir: I reed your note of the 18 instant and state that you 
are correct, I have stated that I was willing to feed them at the same 
price 7 cents. I am Yours, &c. Dennis Trammell 

GenI, A. G. Myers Esq. 

Copy Department OF the Interior, Office Indian Affairs 

nth May i8s9- 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 2ist Ultimo I have the honor 
to state that a portion of the funds appropriated by Congress towards 
defrajnng the expenses of Colonizing the Wichita and other Indians 
in the western part of the Choctaw and Chickasaw country, includ- 
ing their temporary subsistance, has all along been in the hands of 
Superintendent Rector, to meet any necessary current expenses con- 
nected with said measure. 

In regard to die contract made with Mr. C. B. Johnson by Super- 
intendent Rector, for feeding the Witchitas, it was but a temporary 
measure to meet an emergency, and was fully approved by the late 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, under subsequent instructions Supt. 
Rector, will it is expected, at an early day, make a different arrange- 
ment, for furnishing said Indians with such subsistence as must neces- 
sarily be supplied to them by advertising for proposals therefor, or by 
causing it to be purchased and issued to them direct by an agent of 
the Government, as may be best and most economical. 

The money due the Creeks under the Treaty of 1856, to which you 
refer, was placed in Superintendent Rectors hands to be paid to them, 
in compliance with the formal and urgent demand of the Council of 
the tribe. Very respectfully Your Obt Servant 

Signed. Chas. E. Mix, Commissioner ad interim. 
A. G. Mayers Esq., Fort Smith Arks. 
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Department of the Interior, Office of Indian Affairs, 
March 14, i860. 

Sir: Robert J. Cowart, Esq. of Gcorgjis, has been appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, Agent 
of tbe Cherokee Indians in place of George Butler, Esq. whose com- 
mission has expired. 

He has been directed to report himself to you at Fort Smidi for 
instructions, when you will assign him to duty. His compensation 
will be at the rate of $1500 per annum, and the time of its commence- 
ment will be fixed upon when he arrives in this City, which he has 
been directed to take in his route u> Fort Smith. Tbe sufficiency of 
his bond will also be made the subject of examination at this Office 
upon his arrival. 

A letter has been written to M' Butler notifying him of the xp- 
pointment, and directing him to make up and forward his accounts 
immediately, and to turn over to Mr. Cowart all moneys, p^>ers, and 
other property in his hands upon application. Very respectfully, Your 
obedient servant, A. B. Greenwood, Commissioner. 

Elias Rector, Esq., Superintendent, &c., Present. 

Department of the Interior, Oppicb Indian Affairs, 
April 31, 1S60. 
Sir: From information diat has been received at this Office in re- 
gard to certain persons, who are residing within the limits of the 
Cherokee nation, it is found necessary to call your attention to die 
propriety of seeing that the provisions of the Intercourse law are ob- 
served with respect to them. By reference to the law, you will find 
that no person can reside within the limits of the country of any In- 
dian nation or tribe without permission, and such must be obtained 
under certain prescribed rules; and even after permission is given, if 
the party is found abusing the privilege by acting in violation of any 
of the provisions of law, or is found unfit to reside in the country 
whether from example, from the want of moral character, from his 
interference with the institutions of the tribe, from seditious language 
and teachings, or friHn any cause tending to disturb the peace and 
quiet of the tribe, or tending to alienate their attachment to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, 
and Indian Agents have authority to remove him; and the President 
is authorized to direct the Military force to be employed in such re- 
moval. 
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The necessity for such power, and for greater facility in carrying 
the same into execution, was so apparent, that at the first session of 
the 35th Congress it was found advisable to legislate further in the 
matter; and the 3rd Section of the Indian appropriation bill was ac- 
cordingly passed, which is, "That the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and required, with the approval of 
the Secretary of the Interior, to remove from any tribal reservation 
any person found therein without authority of law, or whose presence 
within the limits of the reservation may, in his judgment, be detrimen- 
tal to the peace and welfare of the Indians, and to employ for the pur* 
pose such force as may be necessary to enable the agent to effect the 
removal of such person or persons." 

As I remarked before, I am induced to believe that the Cherokees 
have just cause of complaint from the presence of stMoe such persons 
within their limits, — and it is my desire that you caH the attention of 
the newly appointed Agent particularly to the subject. He should 
look not only to those cases which are there originally without au< 
thority of law, but also to those who, with ostensibly worthy purposes, 
have received permission, and falsified their pretensions. Tliis is a 
delicate trust, and should be executed with great caution and discre- 
tion, and you cannot enjoin upon the agent too much care and circum- 
spection for althou^ I shall examine carefully the grounds of his 
charges, yet I must be guided in a great measure by his opinion, and 
am determined that the law shall be enforced. 

You will therefore, so soon as Mr. Cowart shall report to you for 
duty, communicate to him the contents of this letter, and require him 
to investigate, as quietly as possible, the cases of all white persons 
found within the limits of his agency, and report to me, through you, 
such as are there without the authority of law, and such as may be un< 
worthy longer to remain although they may have originally had per* 
mission to enter the country. Very respectfully. Your Obt, SevL 

A. B. Greenwood, Commissioner. 
Elias Rector, Esq.; Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

Department of the Interior, Office Indian Affairs, 

June 4th i860. 

Sir : The attention of this office has been called to an article which 

appeared in the Fort Smith Times (which is herewith enclosed) in 

which it will be seen that a secret organization has been formed in the 

Cherokee Nation, which is rapidly increasing. The existence of such 
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an organization, the objects of which cannot be misundei^tood, has 
caused in my nund the greatest apprehension as to the future peace 
and quiet of that country; and, if permitted to mature its plans, will 
be productive of the worst results. The article alluded to points to 
the Janes' as being the leaders in this movement, and who have been 
permitted for a long time to enjoy the privileges of that Nation. It 
is believed that the ultimate object of this organization is to interfere 
with the institutions of that people, and that its influences will extend 
to other tribes upon the Western border of Arkansas. 

This scheme must be broken up: for if it is permitted to ripen, 
that country will, sooner or later, be drenched in blood. You are 
aware that there is a large slave pr(q)erty in the Cherokee countiy, 
and if any steps are taken by which such property will be rendered un- 
safe, internal war will be the inevitable result, in which the people of 
the bordering state will be involved. The relations which the Editor 
of the Times bears to the Cherokees enables him to procure reliable 
information from that section which is not accessible to all and hence 
the greater credit is due to his published statements in relation to the 
affairs of that people. This office is also in possession of private ad- 
vices from that country, which fully corroborates the statements in the 
article referred to. This organization and its purposes are no longer 
left to mere conjecture. In view of these facts I have to direct that 
in addition to the instructions contained in a letter from this office, of 
the 3ist of April last, the contents of which you were instructed to 
communicate to Agent Cowart, you will direct him immediately on 
his arrival at his Agency to cautiously, institute inquiry as to the ex- 
istence of this secret organization, its objects and purposes ; who are 
the counsellors and advisers of this movement, and proceed at once to 
break it up; and, if in his investigation he should be satisfied that any 
white persons residing in the Nation arc in any way connected with 
this organization he will notify such person or persons forthwith to 
leave the Nation. You will inform Agent Cowart that the Secretary 
of War will be requested to place such force at his disposal as may be 
necessary to enforce any order he may deem it his duty to make. You 
will direct him also to spare neither time or trouble in carrying out 
these instructions, and that he report direct to this office, advising you 
in the meantime of his action. 

A copy of this letter has been sent direct to Agent Cowart. Yours 
Respectfully, A B. Greenwood, Commissioner. 

Elias Rector, Esq., Supt: Ind. Affairs: 

Fort Smith, Arkansas 
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TROUBLE BREWING AMONG THE CHEROKEES 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

The Fort Smith (Ark.) Times says: Wc noticed a week or two 
ago that there was a secret organization going on in the Cherokee Na- 
tion, and that it was among the full-blood Indians alone. We are 
informed by good authority that the organization is growing and ex- 
tending daily, and that no half or mixed blood Indian is taken into 
this secret organization. The strictest secrecy is observed, and it is 
death, by the order, to divulge the object of the Society. They hold 
meetings in the thickets, and in every secret place, to initiate members. 
We are told that the mixed-bloods are becoming alarmed, and every 
attempt to find out the object of this secret cabal has thus far proved 
abortive. The Joneses are said to be the leaders in the work, and 
what these things are tending to, no one can predict. We fear that 
something horrible is to be enacted on the frontier, and that this secret 
work will not stop among the Chcrokees, but will extend to other 
tribes on this frontier. The Government should examine into this 
maner, before it becomes too formidable. 

Cherokee Agency. Near Tahleguah C.N. 
Hon. Elias Rector, Supt. Ind. Affairs 

Fort Smith, Ark. 

Sir: Yours of the 15th Inst, is before me, contents closely noted. 

In reply I have to state, that I am in receipt of the Instructions 
of which you write, from the Indian Ag* 

And I now hasten to Lay before you the result of my investiga- 
tions, thus far in this nation. 

Soon after I entered the nation before I had proceeded say half 
days travel, I was met with complaints against certain persons (white 
men) who it was said had been enterfearing with the Institution of 
Slavery -to which I invariably replied to the complainants, bring 
me the charges - or the witnesses — by whome I can substantiate them, 
and my duty, will be as pleasent, as promptly fulfilled -nonr came. 

In Tahlequah in time of Circuit Court, I made a short speach to 
the Citizens, in which I told them, that if they, or any of them, knew 
any thing on the subject — to report forthwith to me,- and none have 
reported and while I have heard much said on the subject - 1 have not 
as yet been able to get any thing that would do for proof — that would 
be reliable. And while I make the above statement I do not enter- 
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tain a doubt, of the tntHi of tbe charges- And being satisfied of the 
truth of those charges - 1 shall use evry effort to establish them. 

As regards those Secret Societies, I firmly believe, diat they are 
gotten up with a view to aid in coveying those abolition plans of 
operation, to a successful termination Allow me to My -that I 
shall continue to travel in and through the Nation (unless differently 
instructed) until I establish those charges if it can possible be done. 

Mean while, I shall be pleased to rectve Instructions and advice 
from you on the subject, and will keep you advised of my movements, 
I am Sir with much respect, your obt Servt, 

RoBT. J. CoWART, U. S. Cherokee Agent 

Private 
The Second Chief is about to call the Council together to take into 
consideration the condua of those white men who are intcrfearing 
with the institutions of Slavery - and to devise means by which those 
Secret Societies may be put down, and when the Council meets, I 
think we can rcmidy all those evials — 

I find there are many white men in the nation without permits - 
and one or two English men, dicse I shall order to leave the nation 
Instanter, R. J. Cowart 

Tahlbquah C. N. July 9th i860 

Dbak Maj Rsctor, When I reached home I found that Hon. 

A. B. Greenwood had been here, stayed two days, and a half k left. 

I am told that he expressed a vcrry strong desire to see me but had 

not time to remain here or go to Fort Smith. 

He has brought his family home to Ark. to remain as he writes 
me — 

I wish now verry much to see you and Col. Pulliam, of which I 
have written him, I would go forthwith to see Greenwood but sup- 
pose frwn what he wroat me that he had left, or will have done so 
before I could get there. I am with much respect, your friend 

R. J. Cowart 
Hon. Elias Rector Fort Smith, Ark Tahlequah C.N. 

Cherokbb Acbkcy. Tahlbquah C. N. August 15th i860 
Hon. Elias Rbctor, Sup* Ind Affairs Fort Smith, Arks. 

Dear Sir: Tomorrow morning I set out, to the Neutral Lands — 
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and am advised to take a few men with me which I propoe doing, 
It may be tniely said, that, thb Nation is in the midest of a crises. 
I shall be compelled to call for Military aid - which I expect to 

do forthwith - 

Immediatly upon my return fn>m the Neutral Lands — I expect 

to go to Fort Smith - 

Please Remember me kindly to my friend Col Pulliam - 
I am vciy kindly your obt Servt R. J. Cowart 

Tahlequah C. N. 

Office U.S. Neosho Agency, Quapaw Nation 
Augt 24th i860 

Sir: By refference to my letter of July nth you will find that I 
according to your instructions, gave all the intruders upon the Osage 
reservation notice to leave forthwith, or that they would be removed 
by Military force. That notice was dated May 22nd i860, & the 
intruders are still there, and I have most respectfully now to surest, 
diat in view of the situation of the Neutral land of the Cherokees and 
the reserve of the Osages, they, laying adjoining each other, and the 
great number of squatters therein, I wouid advise that at least two 
companies of U. S. Dragoons or Cavalry be called for, borii to act 
together in the removal of the intruders from the Osage and Neutral 
lands - 

I learn that Major Cowart expects to be at your office in a few 
days, in order to make a Requisition upon the Commanding Officer 
of Fort Caleb for Troops to remove the intruders from the Neutral 
land, and enclosed you will find one from me, which if approved by 
you, please forward by the same express, in order that the Troops 
may march together, as their destinati<m is about the same - 

I would also say that in my opinion, that in order that the removal 
should avail anything that all their improvements should be destroyed 
by the Troops as they progress - 

Your instructions are requested in all this matter. Very Re- 
spectfully Your Obt Svt ANi»tEW J. Dorn, U.S. Neosho Agnt 
Major Elias Rector, Supt Indian Affairs 

Fort Smith Arkansas. 

N.B. Please forward the enclosed letter directed to Capt W. L. 
Cabell U.S.A. and much oblige yours truly A.J.D. 
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EvANSviLLB, Akks Sept 6th/6o 
Friend, Thad ... I wish you woold come up tn this part 
of the country. I am going to start to Campmccting next Saturday 
at Cane Hill there was a big Camp meeting a going on when I came 
here in the nation tt was about five miles west of this place. I did 
not go as I was busy fixing up to woric tho if I dont have any bad 
luck I think I will have a good time at Cane Hill 
I think business will be pretty good here from the prospects I think 
I will spend a couple months at Tahlequah this fall. I want to 
attend the next council there which will begin in Oct. . . . etc. 
Remain your Friend Jno. C. Dickenson 

Mark,, T„ Tatum, Greenwood, Arks 

Tahlequah Cherokee Nation, September 8th, i860. 
Hon. Elias Rector, Supt. Indian Affairs, Fort Smith, Arks. 

Dear Sir, Enclosed please find Copy of letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, to Hon. A, B. Greenwood - 
UnofGctal War Department June 14th i860. 

Dear Sir -In answer to your note of the nth Inst in regard to 
trouble among the Chcrokees, I have to inform you that orders have 
been given to the Commander of Fort-Cobb, as suggested, Yours 
Sec, Signed John B. Floyd. 

Hon. a. B. Greenwood, Conunr.- It seems from the above that 
orders have been given the Commander at Fort Cobb to furnish me 
Troops to remove intruders from this Nation, I have not heard 
any thing from Washington since I left Fort Smith. 
I would be glad to have the Troops as early as convenient, as I feel 
that I can do but little more without them. 

I this day sent a Notice to John, B, Jones to leave the Nation 
by the 25th Inst.- which I trust he will do. I am writing to the 
Department today and giving the facts in refference to this Nation - 
I have asked for contingent funds, as the requirements of the Depart- 
ment, are, that money appropriated for one purpose, should not be 
used for another. 

Please give me the benefit of any information, you have or may 

get on the subject of Troops. I am as ever your friend And obedient 

Servt. R. J. Cowart 

Tahlequah C, N, 
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Tahlequah Cherokee Nation, Oct 29th i860 
Col. Pulliam, 

My Dear friend, Will you be so kind as to forward the enclosed 
Dispatch to Hon A. B. Greenwood Washington D.C. Please Con- 
sult Capt. Sturgeons, you may, find it necessary, to change it, if go, 
please make any alteration, you and the Capt may, think best. 

I expect to visit Fort Smith in a few days - when I hope to settle 
up my accounts, and spend some time with you -I [illegible] say 
pleasantly. 

I Learned from Capt , your Recent affliction. Rease al- 
low me to tender to you and Especially to Mrs. Pulliam my heart 
felt Simpathy. 

Write me by the barer all the News, I send written to Maj. 
Rector for two hundred Dollars, please see that the matter is ar- 
ranged. I am very kindly yours, R. J. Cowart 
Tahlequah C. N. 
Col R. P. Pulliam, Fort Smith Ark. 

Fort Smith A.R.K. Oct 31st i860. 
Hon. a. B. Greenwood Com. Ind. Affairs, Washington D.C. 

Intruders Removed from Neutral land - much desire to confer 
with you and [illegible] in person with Capt Sturgeons who com- 
manded Troops. R. J. Cowart, U.S. Cherokee Agent 

Sik: I have received reliable information that Forts Washita, 
Arbuckle, and Cobb, all in the Choctaw & Chickasaw Nations, and 
recently abandoned by Federal troops, are now in possession of Texas 
State tro(q>s, and that Texas is now urging at Montgomery, that the 
Wichita Indians and bands affiliated with them, occupying the district 
of Country between the 98 and 100 degrees west longitude & between 
Red River it Canadian leased by the United States from the Choctai^'S 
& Chickasaws, for the purpose of Locating said Indians are within the 
Jurisdiction of this, the Southern Superintendency, and by an exam- 
ination of the treaty of 1855 made between the U. S and the Choc- 
taws & Chickasaws, you cannot fail to see the impropriety of the 
Indians occupying said district being attached to the Jurisdiction of 
Texas, unless she also extends her Jurisdiction over the Choctaws 
and Chickasaws.- Texas has tried on several occasions heretofore to 
have those Indians in the Leased district placed under her jurisdic- 
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tion, but the Indians regard her as their ancient, and present enemy, 
and will never consent to such arrangnnent, 

I have thought it my duty to call your attention to the subject 
that you may, if you think it expedient, lay it before your Honorable 
body for such action as it may think proper in the premises. Very 
Respectfully Your obt Servt Euas Rhctor, Supt. Ind Affairs. 
Hon David Walker, President Arks. State Convention. 

Chbrokbb AoEKcr, May the 13th 1861 
To the Superintendent of Indian Affairs 
Fort Smith Arks. 
Sir : I have the honor of making the following report have this 
day taken into my possession as Agent for the Cherokee Indians, the 
following property as left by late Agent R. J. Corvort (gone) Dwell- 
ing house Kitchen and other out houses one office, houses all in bad 
Ttpair one farm belonging to the Agency, in bad repair one table 
three desks and papers all in very bad condition one box containing 
old papers almost distroyed by rats one letter press and Books one 
Rule one Inkstand and letter Stamp one chair one Iron Safe. I also 
have in my possession 14. Bounty Land Warrants received by me from 
you at office of Superintendency left by R. J. Corvort late ^ent and 
receipted for by me to Superintendant the Book on Treaties as re- 
ported to of been, left by R. J. Corvort in office not found by me. 
Yours RespectifuUy John Crawford, U.S. Agent for Chcrokees 
Elias Rector, Superintendant Indian Affairs. 

WiCHrTA Agency L.D., June 30-1861 
Sir, Enclosed herewith I have the honor to transmit my quar- 
terly return, for the second quarter of the current year, and with it 
my operations as a Federal Officer will cease. 

The seizure of the mules, wagon etc. by Gen' Burrow, rendered tt 
necessary in my judgment, to issue at once to the Indians all the public 
property, moneys and effects in my hands, intended for their use and 
benetit by the original U. S. Government; believing as I do, that the 
moneys and other means which I have held in trust for them, would 
be as liable to seizure as the mules and wagon were, and result in a 
loss : the losses sustained by them on the Arkansas River and at Fort 
Smith by fire of very many of their goods, cause them to be in much 
need of the goods which I have issued, more particularly as there ap- 
pears to be no arrangements by which they may expect supplies dur- 
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ing the present year. The sudden withdrawal of the troops spread 
alarm and disquiet Hirou^ the dtfierent settlements or encampments, 
many of them fled from die L.D. with a hope elsewhere to find 
security and protection, the remainder would have followed, but for 
the issue of goods which I made them, and assurances that they would 
not be molested. 

With these remarks submitted, I have the honw to be, sir. Very 
Respectfully Your Ob't Srv't, M. Lbbpbr, Ind. Agt 

Major Elias Rector, Supt Ind. Affairs 

Fort Smith, Arks. 

ESTIMATE OF FUNDS REQUIRED IN THE OFFICE OF 

SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS ARKANSAS 

SUPURENTENDENCY. 

For Salary of Superintendent, for yi year of 1861. which 

includes 3 & 4th qis. at $2.ooo-pcr Anum . . $1000.00 

Pay of Clerk "^ year 3 & 4th qrs. at $1,500- . 750.00 

" " Interpreter " " " 400- . aoo.OO 

" " Traveling expences. Contingences of office &c . 500.00 



$2.45aoo 
Office rent for yi year .... 200.00 



ESTIMATE OF FUNDS NECESSARY FOR DISBURSMENT 
TO SEMINOLE INDIANS UP TO 30TH DECEMBER 1861 
AS PROVIDED FOR BY TREATY OF 7TH AUGUST 1856 

To provide for the Support of Schools for ten years the 
sum of $3000 - per Annun. from 7th August, 1856 
to 30th December 1861. . . . . $16,000.00 

For ^ricultural assistance, from 30rti December 1859 

to 30th December 1861. at $2OO0-per Annm 4.00000 

For the Support of Smiths & Smith Shops from 30th 
December 1859. to 30th Deer. 1861. at $2,200 per 
Annum ...... 4.400.00 

Interest on $500,000 - invested at 5 per Centum from 

30th Deer i860 to 30th Deer 1861. . 25.000.00 



$49,400 00 
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Pay of Agent for year 1861 .... i.yyoxxi 

" " Interpreter for year 1861 . . 400JX» 

Contingent expenses of Office .... 300.00 
Provisions for Indians attending payments of annuities tt 

visiting Agency on business .... 30000 

$2.50000 
Amount invested by Old U S government for Scminolcs as per treaty 
7th August 1856 at 5 per centum. $500,000 - This amount has never 
been invested in State bonds but held by die Government. 

ESTIMATE OF FUNDS NECESSARY FOR DISBURSMENT 
TO CREEK INDIANS FROM 30TH JUNE TO 31ST DE- 
CEMBER 1861.AND BALANCES DUE THEM BY THE OLD 
U. S. GOVERNMENT. UP TO 30TH JUNE 1861. 

Permanent provisions for Blacksmiths for ^ year 1861. 1.680.00 

" " " Iron & Steel ' 540.OO 

" " " Wheelwrights " " " 300.00 

" " " WagMi Makers ' 300.OO 

" " " Agricultural assistance for J4 

year . . . iJXX>.oo 
Interest on $200.000 -at 5 per Centum, for purposes of 

Education, from 30th June i860 to 30th June 1861. lO.ooo.oo 

Interest aa same from 30th June to 30th December " 5 000 00 
Unexpended balances Interest due <hi same, up to 30th 

June 1S60 which has never been paid . , 15.00000 



$33.82000 
Fay of Agent for 3 & 4 qrs 1861 . . . 750.OO 

" " Interpreter 3 & 4 qrs 186 1 . . . aoo.oo 

Contingent Expences " " « « _ 150.00 

Provisions for Indians at payment of Annuities . 1 50.00 

$35,070.00 
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AMOUNT OF MONEY DUE CREEK INDIANS ANNUAL- 


LY UNDER TREATY 7TH AUGUST 1856 


PennanenC Annuity 




$24 500.00 






3.36000 


" Iron & Steel . 




540.00 


" Wheelwrights 




60000 


" " " Wagonmakers 




60000 


Assistance in Agriculture. . 




2.000.00 




purposes of 




Educatiw) .... 




to.000.00 




$41,600.00 


Amounts due Creek Indians for amounts 






invested by Treaty 7th August 1856. 






For purposes of Education 


$200000 




Creek Orphan fund 


200741 





S400.74I 

CREEK ORPHAN FUND INVESTED AS FOLLOWS 



n Bonds of State of Kentucky at spr 


Cent, 


$1.00000 


" " " " " Missouri " 554 


" 


28.00000 


" " " " " " " 6 




28.000AX} 


" " " " Tennessee " 5 


" 


20.000.00 


' " " " " Virginia " 6 


" 


7380000 


United States " 6 




4994100 




$200,741.00 



North Fokk of Canadian River, 5th July 1861 
Snt: On recxipt of this you will please effect a continuance, on 
behalf of the Confederate States of America, with Mr. Charles B. 
Johnson of Fort Smith, of the contract existing up to 30th June last 
between the United States of America and himself, for feeding the 
Wichitas, Caddoes, and other kindred and other bands of Indians 
now settled in the country leased from the Choctaws and Chickasaws. 
If no more favorable terms can be effected, you are authorized to 
adopt those of the former contract, with its conditions and stipula- 
tions in all respects. 

You will provide that the contract shall end, at the pleasure of the 



Digitized by Google 



302 The Indian as Slaveholder and Secessionist 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, on the 31st day of December 1861, 
and not sooner; and that it shall be at his option to continue it for 
sudi further term as he may please, upon the same terms in all 
respects. 

You will provide that die contract shall relate to, and take effect 
as of the first day of July 1861 : and you will receive bond, in form 
used by the United States, but to the Confederate States, witfj suffi- 
cient sureties, and in such sum as you may consider sufficient to en- 
sure faithful performance. X have the honor to be. Sir 

Albert Pikb, Commissioner of the Conf. 
States to Indian Tribes West of Arkansas. 
Elias Rector Esq, Superintendent Ind. Afiairs, 

Arkansas Superintendcncy. 

Agreement made and entered into, this I4.th day of August 1861, 
at the Wichita Agency, between Albert Pike, Commissioner of the 
Confederate States of America to die Indians west of Arkansas, of 
the one part, and Charles B. Johnson of the County of Sebastian and 
State of Arkansas, of the other part. 

This agreement wttnesseth, that the said Albert Pike, Commis- 
sioner as aforesaid, for and on behalf of the Confederate States of 
America and the said Charles B. Johnson, his heirs executors and 
administrators, have covenanted and agreed, and by diese presents do 
covenant mutually and agree to and with each other as follows to wit : 

That the said Charles B. Johnson, his heirs, executors and admin- 
istrators, shall and will supply and issue or cause to be issued and 
supplied at such times and places in the Leased Distria west of the 
98th degree of west longitude as the Wichita Agent may direct, daily 
rations to the several Tribes and Bands of Comanches, Wichitas and 
other Indians that now are or may hereafter during the continuance 
of die present contract be settled in the said Leased District, for and 
during the term of one full year, commencing with the sixteenth day 
of August instant, at the price of sixteen cents for each complete 
ration issued as aforesaid: which rations shall be issued, one for each 
individual in all of said Tribes and Bands and shall consist of one 
pound of fresh beef or fresh pork, and three quarters of a quart of 
com or corn meal or one pound of flour to every ration, with four 
quarts of salt, three pounds of coffee, six pounds of sugar, two quarts 
of vinegar, one and a half pounds of tallow and three pounds of soap 
to every hundred rations. 

Payment shall be made quarterly for the rations furnished under 
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this contract, but in the event of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
bdng without funds for such purposes, the payment to be msde as 
soon thereafter as funds are provided for such purposes. 

This contract may be terminated in whole or in any part at any 
time by the Commissioner of Indian Afiairs, upon equitable terms 
and conditions whenever it shall be deemed expedient to do so upon 
giving thirty days' notice of such intention. 

Witness our hands and seals the day and year first above written. 
Signed and Sealed in triplicate 

Albbrt Fikb, Commissioner of the Confederate Sutes 
Signed and Sealed in our presence. 

Wm Qubsbnbury Charles. B. Johnson. 

W Warkbn Johnson 

North Fork of the Canadian River, 5th July 1861 

Sir: I have sent a Special Messenger to the Wichita and other 
Indians on the Reserve in the Country leased from the Choctaws 
and Chickasaws, requesting Black Beaver, and odier Captains and 
Chiefs to meet me at the Seminole Agency on the 22nd instant, in 
order to hear a talk from me and enter into a Treaty. If they should 
not do so, I shall go from the Seminole Agency to the Reserve for 
that purpose. 

As it was riirough your instrumentality these Bands were settled 
on the Reserve, and the promises made them were made through 
you, and as you are favorably known to them for thoe reasons, and 
35 the Head of the Superintendency of Indian AfiFairs in which they 
are included, your presence and cooperation with me, in negotiating 
with them, will, I am very sure, be of great service. 

I therefore request, that, if your health and other duties permit, 
you will be present with me at the Seminole Agency on the 22nd, 
and accompany me, if necessary, to the Reserve. 

I shall leave this place about the 9th, and at furtherst by the loth, 
and go round by Forts Washita and Arbuckle. I shall be gratified 
if you can so time your movements as to overtake me on die way. 

I wish also to suggest that the presence of the Agent, Mr. Leeper, 
will be indispensable, and Co desire you to direct him to accompany 
you, that he may as soon as possible repair to his Agency. I have the 
bmor to be With deep regards your obt Svt 

Albert Pike, Commissioner of the Confederate 

States to Indian Tribes west of Arkansas. 

Elias Rector, Esq, Superintendent Ind. Aff. Arkansas Superintendency. 
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Confederate 

THE HNWBB STATES, 





TO Elias Rector 


DR. 




Date. 




DoUs. 


Cts. 


1861 








August 24 


For Semces rendered assisting Comr. 

Wichita And Commanche Indians un- 
der orders so to do, by Comr. Pike, 
from loth July to 24th August 1861 








inclusive 45 days at $5.00 pr day 


225 


00 




For hire of Bugg. horecs & driver for 








same length of time at $5 — per day 


225 


00 




For hire of wagon team & driver for 








same service & same time, to Trans- 








port tent Baggage provisions 8k. at 








$5 per day . 


225 


00 




Forrage for 4 horses for same length of 








time and for same service 50 cents per 








day each horse 


90 


00 




$76^ 


00 




Paid ferrage Crossing streams . 


8 


00 




$773 


00 



Received at 185 , of ELIAS RECTOR, 

Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the Southern Super intcndency. 

Dollars in full of this account 

(Triplicate.) 
I CERTIFY, on honor, that the above account is correct and just, 
and that I have actually, rtiis day of 185 , 

paid the amount thereof. Sup't Indian Affairs. 

Wichita Acencv L. D. Sept. 15th 1861 
Sir; A considerable amount of intermittent fever has made its 
appearance at this place, supposed to be occasioned by an unusual 
degree of dampness produced by the most luxuriant growth of veg- 
etation I ever knew, and the recent heavy rains which have been 
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almost incessant for many days past, it gives us just cause of alarm 
as we are entirely out of medicines of almost every kind and placed 
at so remote a distance from the settlements, that none can be pro- 
cured short of a visit to Fort Smith ; I had a slight attack of fever 
myself and luckily for me, Dr. Shirley discovered a small portion of 
Quinine which I partly consumed, and which had escaped the vigilant 
search of the so called Texas Troops at the time they took from him 
his medicines and medical books, and transferred them to parts un- 
known. These causes in addition to some information in reference 
to Indians which I will impart, I hope will be considered an ample 
apology for incuring the expenses of an Express, I have employed a 
man at $3.00 per day, he bears his own expense, and runs the risk of 
meeting with wild Indians and land Sharks by the way. 

The renowned Indian warrior and Chief Buffalo Hump has made 
his ^>pearancc with fifteen or sixteen followers, the remainder of the 
Indians and the principal part of his own party, he says are encamped 
on the Canadian and head waters of the Washita, he called on me 
the second day after his arrival, and told me that he was now old and 
desirous of abandoning the war path, and spending his latter days in 
quietness and peace with all men, but said the winter would soon be 
at hand, and that he would require a much better house than any he 
saw at the Comanche Camp, that he thought if he had a house, such 
as the Agency building, that he would be warm in cold weather, and 
that he would be content to live in it, and pursue the walks of white 
men, I replied to him that I knew he was a great man and had an 
immense amount of influence with the wild tribes, and that the Con- 
federate States had also heard of him, and that if he thought proper 
to bring in his people and settle down in good faith on the Reserve, 
quit stealing and depredating upon the country, that they would give 
him alt that had been pri»nised, and that he might calculate, that if 
houses were built for him, that they would not be as good as those at 
the Comanche Camp, that several of diose houses were more extensive 
and expensive, than would be deemed necessary tn future, that he 
might only look for small cabins, and perhaps only receive assistance 
in their erection, riiat it was the objca of the Confederate States to 
learn the Indians to work and support themselves, not to work for 
them and support them ; that upon those terms if he were disposed to 
settle I would be glad to receive him, if not, it mattered but little, 
that he was at liberty to pursue just such course as suited him best. 
The next day he called again his tone and bearing was altogether 
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changed, professed to be satisfied and said at the falling of the leaves, 
the time appointed for settlement and consumating the Treaty with 
Capt. Pike, he would be here with his people. He gave it as his 
opinion that the others who had a conference with Capt. Pike would 
not come in or settle; but I learn from Pf-oh who went out with 
those Chiefs and returned with Buffalo Hump that their respective 
bands are divided in sentiment, that about half of each band will 
come in and settle, and that the others will probably remain on the 
prairies, they have lai^ bands of stolen horses and mules, and he 
riiinks they are afraid to bring them in, lest they should be taken away 
from them. 

Jim Ned and the other Delawares with the exception of one family 
left the Reserve without any cause, he returned from his first en- 
campment and attempted to persuade Jim Pock Marked to leave with 
his people, by telling him that he would be assailed by the Texans be- 
fore long, and if not by them, most certainly by the northern Troops, 
and that he had better leave at once, and save the lives of his women 
and children. Jim Ned is a most unmitigated scoundrel, and I have 
no doubt that most if not all the disquiet heretofore produced among 
the Reserve Indians mi^t be traced to him, and I think it very for- 
tunate that he has abandoned the Reserve, by doing so, he has forfeited 
his n'ght of citizenship upon it, and the protection which the Con- 
federate States had guaranteed to him. 

I learn from an Indian Mexican and a half breed Delaware Indian 
who have recently returned from Santa Fe, that all the northern In- 
dians who visit that part of the country are amply armed and equiped 
by the Federalists, and sent in every direction over the plains as spy 
Companies, that propositions of the like character, had been made to 
the Southern Indians, but not accepted, they are now regarded as 
enemies, and have retracted farther South, not being permitted to in- 
habit the country or travel as far north as heretofore; Py-oh re- 
marked that they were herded in by Texas and Mr. Lincoln's govern- 
ment like a band of horses or cattle. 

Please forward by my Expressman, blank forms of every descrip- 
tion, and ask Mr. Johnson to forward blank forms for provision 
checks; you will also oblige me by making an application for the 
Indian mules taken by Burrow, and by aiding the bearer to procure 
the public wagon and my harness which were loaned to Algernon 
Cabell. 

You arc aware that I cannot close my returns without funds for 
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the purpose, when shall I look for them? Very Rtspectfully Your 
obt. Srvt. M. Leeper, Ind. Agent 

Eli'as Rector Esqr., Supt. Ind. Affairs 

Fort Smith Arks. 

Creek Agency, Sept 30th 1861 

Sir: I have the honor to hand you herewith the Bond License, 
and Invoices of John Barnwell of the Creek Nation 

Very Respectfully Your Obt Servant 

W. H. Garrett, C.S. Agent for Crceb 
Maj Elias Rector, Superintendent C. A. 

Fort Smith, Ar 

Tahlequah C. N. October the loth 1861 
Maj Euas Rector, Superintendant of Indian Affairs, 

Fort Smith, Ark. 

Dear Sir: I have the honor of transmitting through your office 
to the CommissicMier of Indian Affairs at Richmond a requisition for 
the Annuities School and Orphan funds due the Cherokee Indian on 
Stock invested up to July 1861. I send two copies. If it is not neces- 
sary to send but on[e] you can arrange that in regard to the leave of 
Asence that I wished you to grant me I will not ask for owing to the 
Governor declaring my scat vacant in the Legislator and ordering an 
election though I am under many obligations to you for your willing- 
ness to grant me leave the Treaty will be ratified today. Every thing 
going on well the Texas Tro(q)s passed through on Wednesday the 
Creek excitement turned out to be nothing I shall be anxious to hear 
from you at any time on all subjects I have the honor Sir to be 
your most obedient Servnt 

John Crawford Agent Cherokees, C.S.A 
Hon. E. Rector, Superintendant Indian Affairs 

Tahlequah. C. N. October loth, 1861 
David Hubbard Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Richmtmd, Va. 

Dear Sir: I have the honor to make out and transmit to you a 
requisition for the Annuities due the Cherokee Indians for the year 
i860 and 1861 

For the installments of interest on the permanent General fund as 
estimated for July i860 and January and July t86i forty three Thou- 
sand and three hundred and Seventy two dollars and thirty six Cents 

$43 372 36 
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For the installnwats of interest on the penaanent Orphan fund as 
estimated and uninvested for July i860 and January and July 1861 
four thousand and five hundred dollars $4>SOO 

For the installment of interest on the permanent School fund as es- 
timated for July i860 and January and July 1861 Seventeen thousand 
Seven hundred and Seventy two dollars $17,772. 

Total Amount due the Chcrokees on Stock invested Sixty five Thou- 
sand Six hundred and forty four dollars and thirty Six Cents 

$65,644.36 
One half years pay of Agent . . 7SOOO 

Contingent expenses, 5^ year . . 75 00 

pay of interpreter J4 year . . . 200.00 

$66,669.36 
Sir the Statement as made out is correct to the best of my judgment 
I have been acting as Agent for the Cherokee Indians Since the 22nd 
day of April 1861 Came by request of Hon R. W. Johnson of Arkan- 
sas, received a letter from the Hon David Hubbard Commissioner 
of Indian Af^rs dated 12 June 1861 requesting me to try and get 
along as Agent of the Cherokees the best that I Could which I have 
done to the best advantage and evry thing here is working well for 
the South I have not received any moneys frtmn the Lincoln goven- 
ment Since I have been acting as Agent for the Cherokee Indians 
Your most obedient Servt John Crawford, 

.^ent for the Cherokee Indians West of Arkansas, C.SJV. 
David Hubbard, Commissicmer of Indian Afbirs 
Richmond, Va 

Wichita Agency L.D. Oct. 21st i86i 
Sir: Five weeks ago I despatched a messenger to Fort Smith with 
a report to you, and for medicines for the Agency and Indians; since 
which time I have heard nothing either from the report or messenger, 
suflicient time has elapsed for the man to have made two trips. la 
the report of that date X apprised you of the sickness which had and 
still prevails here to a cmisiderablc extent, and that we are destitute of 
medicines: Dr. Shirley's supplies having been forcibly taken from him 
by persons from Texas, claiming to act as a military posse from that 
State. You are aware that we are entirely cut off from mail facilities, 
and from an opportunity of procuring medidnes of any descripti(»i 
short of Fort Smith, the want of which has been excessively annoying, 
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and perhaps the occasion of several deaths; this report wiU be handed 
you by a second messenger, whom I hope you will himJsh with a 
supply of Quinine, Calomel and blue mass if nothing more. 

On friday last a man was shot at by an Indian in company with six 
others within a mile of the late Fort Cobb; on the next day two 
Indians arrived as messengers on the part of the Kiowas and all the 
Soudiem bands of Comanches, who are said to be encamped on the 
North Canadian within four days ride of this place ; they say that 
their intention is to be here at the falling of the leaves, to conclude a 
treaty with Capt. Pike. The Kiowas inform us that they received 
the white beads and tobacco from Capt. Pike, and that they desire to 
be on terms of friendship with us, that it is the wish of the whole band, 
with the exception of one bad man and fifteen or twenty followers, 
wh<Hn they cannot control, and that they desire us to kill them, that 
if it is not done, they will surely commit serious depredations, and 
that they believe they are now in this vicinity. 

The Indians at present on the Canadian are supposed to number 
Seven or eight thousand, and if they should come here as is anticipat- 
ed, they will require a large amount of provision, I would therefore 
respectfully suggest the propriety of your notifying the Contractor of 
the fact, that he may not be taken on Surprise: you will also perceive 
the necessity of Capt. Pike or some other duly authorized person, to 
be here at the appointed time to consummate treaties with them; 
they say that no further depredations will be committed on Texas, 
provided the twenty men above described are killed. 

It is impossible for me to keep you advised of the afhurs of this 
reserve without some kind of mail facilities, therefore, I hope you will 
unhesitatingly employ some one to carry the mail once in two weeks 
at least, until such time as the Government shall have made permanent 
arrangements, it is not more strange than true, that I have not since 
my arrival here on the Sixth of August, received a solitary news paper 
or any other item of news, accept such as can be gathered from an 
occasional stragling teamster, and that is the most reliable infonna- 
tion that I have in reference to the battle at Springfield, the partic- 
ulars of which I know very little. 

What Capt. Pike left here it was his intention to have the place 
garrisoned in the shortest time practicable, he left authority with 
Jno. Jones to enlist thirty Indians to act as a protection to the 
Agency, and as a spy ctHnpany in its vicinity, Jno. Jones could only 
enlist Seventeen, all Comanches, those and the few employees on the 
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reserve are the onlj' protection we have, and I would not give a fig 
for the security the Indians would a£brd me in a case of actual danger, 
they m^t be useful however in giving information of the approach 
of an enemy: I shall feci obliged if you will inform me of the time 
the troops may be expected, if the day is far distant, I shall deem it 
my indispensable duty to select some place of security and safety for 
my family, if it b the intention or wish of the Ccmfedcrate Govern* 
ment to leave this place ungarrisoned, I am witling to rbk the con- 
sequences myself, but I am unwilling to detain my family, u^ere they 
are in danger of being destroyed by savages : it is also apparent that 
no Agent can exercise the control necessary to fill the expectations of 
the Government, without the means placed within his reach of doing 
so; without troops the nwct flagrant violations of the Intercourse 
Laws mi^t be practiced every day with impugnity; and without 
funds to meet the expenses incident to the Agency, the employees can- 
not be retained a great while. Those Indians who expect to treat 
with Capt. Pike expect also supplies of blankets and clothing, and 
white men to instrua them in the erection of houses for the winter. 

Please advise roe by the return of my messenger, when troops may 
be expected, at what time the Commissioner will be here, and funds to 
enable me to forward my accounts. The Estimates submitted in 
August, in addition to the more liberal allowances of Capt. I^e in 
his recent treaty with the Indians, I hope will be all that is required 
on my part at present. 

One of the Articles in Capt. Pike's late treaty, appears to be an 
offense to the people of Texas, and I think it very doubtful whether 
any assistance could be derived from that quarter, if we were threat- 
ened with the most imincnt danger: with these remarks submitted, 
I have the honor to be. Very Respectfully Your Obt. Servt. 

M. Lbbper, Indian Agent 
Elias Rector Esq, Supt. Ind. Affairs 

Fort Smith Arks 

Fort Smith Arkansas, Nov. 7th 1861 
Major Elias Rector, Superintendent of Indian affairs 

Sir: As you intcmated to roe a few days since you ware going to 
Richmond, and would do mc a favor if it Laid in your Power 

I ask you for the ^pointmcnt of Forage Master at Fort Smith 
and The Authority of Selling off all condcrod Goverment Property 
belonging to the confederate Stats at Fort Smith vanburcn and Fay- 
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enerillc, you can Sir do me this favour, I am also a good judge of 
Stock capable of receiving and receipting for any property belonging 
belonging to the quarter masters department,, Such as horses mules 
oxen and Waggcns 

I want this appointment for Tlie, Sole purpose of keeping yenkee 
Edwards, from dying with a very common Disease in the Garrison 
cald the Big head I am Sir with much Respect your Obt, Servent 

Thos. McCarron 
P.,S if you do me this favour I will discharge the duties with Honour 
to you, and credit to Myself T.M.C 

Richmond 21" November 1861. 

Sir: The Commissioner of Indian Affairs has caused to be trans- 
mitted to New Orleans the sum of twenty five thousand dollars, to be 
used in purchasing the articles that are to be supplied to the Coman- 
ches and other Reserve Indians. As soon as you arrive here the money 
will be placed at your disposal. 

As soon as possible after receipt of this letter, you will please send 
a proper person to the Wichita Agency, and let the Comanches who 
it is said are encamped, waiting for the leaves to fall, that they may 
come in and settle, that I have been delayed, by circumstances that I 
could not control, so as not to be th\t to meet them as soon as I in- 
tended ; but that you will bring or send up their goods, and I will 
meet them during the winter. It is important that this should be told 
them at once. It would be better, if Col. Pulliam can go there him- 
self, that he should do so. I do not know who else would answer. 

Orders go by the messenger who takes this, from the Acting Com- 
missioner to Agent Leeper, directing him to use all the government 
laborers in putting up houses for the Comanches who are coming in, 
and not to use them for any other purpose. If it is possible to send 
up additional laborers, it had better be done. I am very respectfully 
yours Albbrt Pike, Commissioner of the Confederate 

States to the Indian tribes West of Arkansas 
Major Elias Rector, Superintendent of Ind. Affairs. 

Fort Smith, Novr. aid 1861. 

Da Major. I send you the enclosed document from the Acting 

Comr. Ind Affairs, reed here today. As I cannot respond to it for 

you as you are there on the ground - 1 send it to you for you to make 

such reply as you think proper, in the premises. 
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We have just recti authentic information irom the armies above,, 
the federals have left Springfield and are making their way towards 
St. Louis, for what cause is not certainly known but it is thou^t Atat 
their army have become demoralized by the displacing of Fremont 
and the appointment of Hunter to the Command. Genl Price broke 
up his encampment at Pineville at day lig^t on Saturday last, and at 
last accounts was at Sarcoxie. making his way towards the Mo. River 
it is thought he is pursuing Hunter, you will see by an examinati<Hi 
of the map that he will cut of a considerable distance by that route. 
Coming into die road Hunter will have to travel at Bolivar, or War- 
saw. On the same day, (Saturday last) Genl McColloch took four 
hundred picked men from each of his Mounted Regiments making 
2000 men with ten days provisions and started in the direction of 
Prices army, his destination however is not known, it is supposed 
however that he & Price are going to throw their Cavalry forward 
to attack & cut off, or hold untH their Infantry can be broi^t up.. 
Hunters army. Whether these conjectures are true or not time will 
tell. Cooper is on Che march after Opothleyohola. who it is said has 
taken Maj Emorys trail through Kansas towards Leavenworth, 

Small Pox still raging Mrs Nowland lost a negro to day. I 
saw your hoy Henry to day he says your family are all well. 

My kind regards to Pike. Also to Mr Scott. Your friend &c 

R. P. FULLIAM 

llie above war news is reliable, and you can give the informatioa to 
the papers if you wish. P 

I write this in Suttons Store, he says the above contains all the news 
we have, all of which is confirmed by Messengers and private letters. 
Consequently he will not write as he promised until something further 
turns up P 

Tishomingo C.N., Nov. 26, 1861 
Gen. a. G. Mavbks 

Sir: Having appointed as a Delegate from this Nation to the 
Southern Congress, am at a loss when the Congress does meet. I 
have all along understood from newspaper accounts that it was to be 
on the 22d of February but some seems to think it is sooner. Will 
you please inform me at your earliest convenience at what time the 
S. Congress does meet. Your attention to the above is respectfully 
requested I am yours very Respectfully Jambs Gamble 

P.S. Please omtinue to send me the Parallel. I will make it all 
right with you when mi my way to Va, J.G. 



Digitized by Google 



Fort Smith Papers 313 

Ofhce Supt. Ind. Affairs Fort Smith, Deer. 1861 
Mr. Jbssb Chisholm 

Dear Sir: I have just returned from Richmond where I have 
been to see the President on Indian business. I wish you to go out 
immediately' and see the bands of Comanches that are encamped above 
Fort Cobb and tell them that it is the wish of their great father at 
Richmcmd that they come in at ontx and settle on the reserve, that so 
soon as they do so they will be furnished with Beef - Flour, Salt, 
Sugar & Coffee. And that the great father says that all the goods it 
things that Commissioner Pike promised them will be furnished and 
given to them. That the Arkansas River has now too little water in 
it for Steam Boats to come up from the big Cities to bring goods, but 
as soon as the big water comes in the River and Boats come up their 
great father will send up to them many Urge wagons filled with nice 
goods that I want them to send four or five of their Chiefs and head 
men to Genl. Pikes head quarters, near Fort Gibson where he and 
myself will meet them and talk with them and give them a great many 
presents and satisfy them that the government will do all that Com- 
missioner Pike promised them. I wish Buffalo Hump and his band 
now on the reserve to be told this, and for him and four or five of 
his principal men to come also,. I will direct the Contractor at the 
Wichita Agency to furnish them with Rations to bring them over 
and I will furnish them with Rations to return home, tell them to 
bring, in all about twenty pack horses to carry back their presents. I 
want them to meet us at Genl Pikes Camp or head quarters near Fort 
Gibson, on the first of Febniaiy if possible I have written a letter to 
T Caraway inviting him to come with some three or four of his men 
and I wish you to urge him to come. Commissioner Pike is now in 
Richmond with their great father making arrangements to get their 
goods and to do much for them he would have been up to see them 
at the falling of the leaves but he has been very sick and could not 
travel he is now well and will be here soon and will go from here to 
his head quarters. [Elias Rector] 

C0NFED8RATB Statis of America, War Department, 
Office of Indian Affairs, Richmond, I>c 2d, i86t. 
Major Euas Rector, Superintendent of Indian Affairs. 

Sir: I am instructed by the Secretary of War to say that three 
requisitions have been drawn by him on the Secretary of the Trcas- 
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ury in your favor, as Superintendent of Indian Affairs Sec.,- One for 
nine thousand, six hundred and fifty dollars, dated Dec 4th i86t, 
one for two thousand, one hundred and four dollars and fifty cents, 
dated December sth 1861, and the other for thirty thousand dollars, 
dated December 6th 1861. 

With the money received by you upon the first named requisition, 
you will pay Charles B. Johnson, the amount of his account against 
the Confederate States for Beef furnished certain Bands of Reserve 
Indians, from July ist to August i6tfa under a verbal contract made 
by him with Albert Pike, Cmnmissioner, Sec., and also pay the mount- 
ed escort of Creeks and SenunolcE, engaged by General Pike to accom- 
pany htm to the Comanche Country, Sec In regard to this escort 
General Pike, in a letter to the War Department, of the 14th Octo- 
ber, says that he had muster rolls rqjularly made out, and gave pay 
accounts to die officers, and slips showing the amount due each of the 
men. 

With the money received by you upon the second named requisi- 
tion you will pay Charles B. Johnson the balance due him hf the old 
United States Government prior to the 30th June, 1861, and which 
General Pike, at the time of making the verbal contract hereinbefore 
mentioned, agreed to pay or have paid him. 

And with the money received by you upon the third named requi- 
sition, you will pay such expenses of the Superintendency and different 
Agencies, as may be necessary, proper and legitimate. The balance of 
this money can be applied to the purchase of suitable clothing, if it 
can be bought at fair prices, for the Reserve Indians, which Commis- 
sioner Pike, in the Treaty of the 12th August, 1861, agreed should 
be speedily furnished them. 

You will forward a statement as to the disbursement of these sev- 
eral sums of money with the proper voucher. Sec. Very respectfully, 
S. S. Scott, Act'g Commr. of Indian Affairs. 

Treasury Department, C,S.A., Second Auditor's Office 

Richmond, Va, Dec 7th- 1861. 

Sir: The Treasurer of the Confederate States will remit to you 

the sum of Thirty two thousand one hundred & four 50/100 dollars 

, being the amount of Requisition No. 1889 Sc 1890 

issued in your favor on the 6th Inst—, with which you are charged 
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on the Books of this Office, on account of the following Appropria- 
tion, to wit : 

"To meet the Incidental Expenses of the Public service within the 
Indian Tribes," as per Act May ai, 1861, No. 232. 

Requisition No. 1889. . ■ ■ $2,104.50 

Req. " 1890, Same as above . 30.00a " 

$32,104.50 

The Treasurer will advise you when the same will be remitted for 
which you will please forward a Receipt to this Office, specifying 
therein the date, number and amount of said Requisition. I am, 
very respectfully, Your Ob't Serv't Auditor. 

To Elias Rector, Esq, Supt. Ind. Affairs, Present 

Wichita Agency L. D., Deer, lath 1861. 
Sir : In all my official relations I have endeavored to be governed 
strictly by the instructions of my superior officers, and in reference 
to the alledged real or imaginary impropriety of my course towards 
Buffalo Hump in your letter of the 1 2th OcL last, I must plead my 
instructions in mitigation which I followed strictly, not being in pos- 
session of any, except the verbal instructions of Commissioner Hub- 
bard, which was in effect to exercise my best judgment in the manage- 
ment of the affairs of the Reserve, but in all things to be governed 
by strict rules of economy. In my report to you of the I2th Augst. I 
solicited written instructions, » copy of the Intercourse Laws and of 
the Contract for furnishing supplies for the Indians, but as yet, have 
not received even a reply to my communication. There is no Indian 
with whose character and habits I am more familiar than with Buf- 
falo Humps; he is a fugitive from the Texas Agency of which I was 
placed in charge ; the late Superintendent of that State worried widi 
him for three years before he could induce him to settle, he would 
come in and make promises to do so, and the Superintendent would 
load him with presents, he would return to the prairies depredate up- 
on the country until his blankets were worn out, then return with a 
plausible excuse for not coming in with his people, receive other pres- 
ents return again to the prairies and repeat the same thing over again 
until the Superintendents patience became exhausted, and informed 
Buffalo Hump that he would not submit to any further trifling on 
the subject, that he had nothing more for him, but as he had come 
in peace, he might return in peace, but that afterwards he would 
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pursue and hunt him down with the troops; Buffalo Hump then 
changed his tone, b^ged to be permitted to have a certain length of 
time allowed him to bring in hia people without renumeration or 
presents, at that time it was granted, and at the appointed time he 
brought in his people and settled on the Reserve, where he remained 
until a feud took place between him and the Chief of the band locat- 
ed previously, which caused htm to abandon the Reserve and pursue 
his former predatory habits. I induced him to come in this time, 
in addition to the other wild chiefs, who met Commissioner Pike 
in Augst. last, and entered into an informal treaty with them, it 
was the result of a yeai^ negotiation, which was carried on by means 
of messengers from this Reserve; it was attempted years ago by 
Judge Rollins, one of the ablest Indian Agents perhaps the U.S. 
ever had, who spent dghteen nxHiths in attempting to accomplish 
the object; Agent Stcmm lost his life in efforts of the kind; Major 
Neighbors a very ingenious and competent Agent exerted his influ- 
ence for six or seven years to no purpose : — Dr. Hill, a most popular 
Indian Agent and influential man, labored four years without effect, 
and Capt. Ross' influence was equally ineffectual, yet I am informed 
in your letter of the 12th Oct. that both yourself and Conunisstoner 
Pike regret much that I did not hold out all the inducements ^ich 
were in my power, and use all the forces and means at my command 
to provide him with such houses as were contemplated and provided 
by Commissioner Pike for the comfort of those Indians. In this 
matter I appear to be peculiarly unfortunate. You are fully aware 
that I have not received any means for the erection of houses or for 
any other purpose, and that the few employees who were induced to 
engage in the work with a hope of renumeration hereafter were all 
sick, which fact I made known in my report of the 15th Septr. last, 
therefore it will be perceived that I had no means in my power to 
build houses or any thing else, nor would I have employed them in 
building houses for Buffalo Hump in advance of his settlement, if 
I had possessed ever so much in the absence of positive instructions 
to that effect. The course I pursued with him induced him to come 
in with his people a week in advance of the time promised and setdc, 
he has given me no further trouble, tells me he intends to remain 
here for life, that he does not wish houses built until such times as 
he can select a suitable place on the Reserve for his future home, 
and has employed as spies for me two of his sons who are with the 
wild tribes watching their movements and those of the nortiiero 
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troops, to give tmmediate notice in case of an advanced demonstration 
upon this part of the country. 

During a period of more than twenty years public service, I have 
received two rebukes only from my superior officers on account of 
my official conduct, yours in reference to Buffalo Hump and from 
the late Superintendent in Texas for failing to insert at the close of 
one of my official letters "your obt. Srvt." 

I infer from your letter of the 30th of Octr. that you conclude, 
I am disposed to interfere with your appointment of Commissary, 
I can assure you that such was not nor never has been my intention 
to disturb or meddle in the slightest degree with the appointment of 
Commissary or any other which it may be your pleasure to make; 
sending Sturm as messenger was a matter of necessity not of choice, 
I apprised you by him that I was not only sick myself, but that my 
family and almost every one on the Reserve were sick and without 
medicine, Sturm although sick, was die only person I could obtain 
as messenger who was willing to make the trip alone, and with the 
confident hope that by sending him I would obtain medicines which 
would afford my family relief ; I was induced to do so with an under- 
standing that he was to receive pay not only as Commissary during 
the time of his absence, but three dollars per day also for his services 
as messenger and I procured the assistance gratuitously of M' 
Bickel one of the interpreters to act as Commissary during his 
absence, whose name appears on the prevision checks for that quarter 
merely to prevent confusion of the accounts, but my most sanguine 
hopes were disappointed for the messenger returned without medi- 
cines, and my son has not recovered yet. Whilst upon this subject 
allow me most respectfully to direct your attention to the fact, and 
through you the Department, that the office of Commissary is a 
sinecure, and expense which is utterly useless to the Government and 
an injury to the public Service, the duty of Commissary simply being 
an impartial weigher and witness to the delivery of supplies agreably 
to the terms of the Contract; I, hold it to be the duty of the Agent 
where issues arc made at the Agency to be present, and represent the 
interest of the Indians, and the Interpreters who arc required to be 
present to witness the issues, such has been the case heretofore, no 
Commissary has ever been employed at other Agencies, except where 
issues were made at remote places or where it was impracticable for 
the Agent to be present; the Commissary is employed perhaps half 
a day once a week, the remainder of the time is spent in utter idle- 
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ness, and in gossiping widi the emplcqrecs and Indians on the Reserve. 
I received a recent visit from the Chiefs who met Comr, Pike in 
Augst. last, after preparing to hold a Council or talk with them, 
their 6rst demand was whiskey, they said they could not talk without 
having whiskey first, after a length of time however, I convinced 
them that I had oo whiskey, and (hat whiskey was not allowed (mi 
the Reserve, they then informed me that they had approached this 
place at the appointed time "the falling of (he leaves" and asccr* 
tained that the Commissioner was not here nor the presents agreably 
to promise, that now they were here long after the time and still 
there are no presents or Commissioner, I explained to them that the 
Comr. had delegated to me his authority for the time being, and that 
he was now purchasing goods to issue in accordance with his promise 
as soon as they would comply with their part of the agreement and 
settle with their people on the Reserve, that they would have the 
privilege of settling on any part of the Leased District that suited 
them best, and that I would issue provisions to them until such time 
as the goods would arrive, they informed me that they had been lied 
to a good deal, and that they wanted some greater and further 
evidence now of the sincerity of the Government, that as the goods 
were not here, which were intended for them, that they would take 
a few that the trader had, and be satisfied widi those, until such 
time as the others would be forthcoming, and probably^ settle at the 
time the grass rises in the Spring, I told them that the traders goods 
did not belong to me or to the Government, and that I was conse- 
quently unauthorized to issue them, they then instantly rose up and 
told mc they were going, I called back a Kioway Chief and told him 
as it was his first visit, that I would make him a present of some 
blankets, paint and tobacco, that I was glad to see him, that the 
Government desired to be on friendly terms with him and his people, 
and that if he thou^t proper to come here with his people and settle, 
that he could do so on the same terms as the others, he informed 
me that that was the object of his visit, that he would return and 
consult an the subject and at no distant day would make me another 
visit, and apprise me of the result of their deliberations; in the mean 
time the others returned in a better humor, and I told them that upon 
my own responsibility, I would make them a few little presents, of 
blankets, paints, &c. which appeared to satisfy them, and when they 
finally left, declared their friendly intentions, and said they would 
ultimately settle here in compliance with the treaty. 
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In compliance with yoai Utter of instructions of the 25th of Octr 
last, I have rendered H. L. Rodgers all the assistance in my power 
in die way of hu building operations. Very Respectfully. Your 
obt Servt. M. Lbeper, Ind. Agt. C.S-A. 

Elias Rector Esq., Supt. Indian Affairs. 

Fort Smith, Arks. 

Fort Smith, Ark., Dec. 27th, 1S61. 

Sir : Owing b> the continued occitemcnt in the Creek and Semi- 
nole Nations, and the dangers necessarily to be encountered by persons 
either residing in or travelling throug^i the Indian Country, my 
return to the Agency has been delayed longer than I expected. Taking 
into consideration all the circumstances of the case I deemed it best 
and most prudent to await your return from Richmond and submit 
a report of the case to you. When I left the Agency early in November 
there seemed a unity of opinion and general professitm of Loyalty to 
the Southern Confederacy; but since then there has been much disaf- 
fection and increase of excitement. The consequence has been that 
some of the Traders residing among the upper Creeks have left — 
narrowly escaping with their lives. Others are, as I learn, preparing 
to leave. Since my departure from the Agency there has been two 
engagements between the Confederate forces under command of Col. 
Cooper and the followers of Htqmthlcyoholo, in both engagements 
Col. Cooper was victorious. This, however, has only increased the 
vindictiveness of Hopothleyoholos Party and, consequently, magnified 
the dangers attcndcnt on travelling throu^ or residing in the Nation. 
My Agency is, as yoa are aware, situated tivo hundred miles west of 
this place, and wholy unprotected and exposed to depredation, it is 
very insecure. Parscofer and others as stated in my report to the 
Department as heading the disafiectcd party, were leaders, in the 
recent battles, mi side of the enemy. But I am pleased to be able 
to state that Jumper, Short Bird, Qoud and Holatut Fixico were 
found with Col. Cooper doing their duty as faithful and Loyal allies. 
It will, probably, not be a great while before the excitement may 
subside, rendering travel and residence there more secure. When 
you deem it necessary and safe for me to return I will be ready. I 
await your orders on the subject. I am very Respectfully Your 
obt. Serve Sam'l M. Rutherford, C.S. Agent for Scminolcs. 

Maj. E. Rector, Sup. Ind. Affairs, C.S.A., 

Fort Smith, Ark. 
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Richmond, Va., 29th December, 1861. 

Sir: I send herewith, to your care, by a Special Messenger, 
packages for the Principal Chiefs of the Chen^ee, Creek, Seminole, 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, which please forward to each 
iromediately by express. 

Also a talk for the Comanchcs and Caiawas, which, if they arc 
still near Fort Cobb, I wish sent to them by express. There is a 
letter to Chishc^m, and it would perhaps be well to send the talk 
to him and get him to go up and see them. 

Also a letter for Major Dorn and one to his Indians. I want 
them to come down to Head Quarters and receive what is to be 
given them. 1 do not know how you will get his letter to him. 

Tlie Treaties arc all ratified, with two or three amendments that 
will cut no great figure. As to the money part, nothing has changed. 
Congress appropriated $681,000 and over, under the Treaties, includ- 
ing Charley Johnson's money up to middle of February, of the whole 
sum, $265,000 and odd is to be paid in specie. I shall get the 
Treasury notes to-morrow, and the Specie in New Orleans, and shall 
bring it all to you. TTie Secretary agreed, indeed proposed, to send 
it out by me. 

Among them, they fixed my compensation at $3,750. 

I mean to be at Head Quarters by the 25th of January. I hope 
the different Tribes will ratify ^e amendments, so that you can pay 
them pretty soon after that time. 

I think you had better buy all the goods, of Cochran and others, 
for the Cmnanches, that you can. I want them to meet me at 
Head Quarters, and it will be necessary to have some goods for them. 
Congress would not agree to give them any arms. 

I hope when we pay the Indians their money, and I get some 
white troops Jn the Country, we shall settle the difficulties there. 
God knows. 

Give my kind regards to Mrs. Rector and the children. Always 
yours. Albert Pike. 

I send Dr. Duval's appointment, and Mr. Sandals', by the 
Messenger. 

Confederate States of America, War Department 
Office of Indian Affairs, Richmond, December 30th, 1861. 
Major Euas Rector, Superintendent of Indian Affairs, 
Fort Smith, Arkansas. 
Sir: The first session of the Congress of the Confederate States 
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will be held on the i8tli February next; and it is important that the 
Report, from this Bureau, in regard to Indian Aifairs, for the benefit 
of that Body, should be as full as possible. That this maj' be so, it 
is essential that information should be sent here, at least by the 15th 
of that month, of the true condition of affairs, in each of the several 
Agencies under your supervisiMi. 

You will, therefore, write to all of the .^jents, and state to them 
these facts. Advise them also to give you fall reports of all matters 
connected with their respective charges, and forward them, when 
received to this oflice. Very respectfully, 

S. S. Scott, Act'g Commr. of Ind. Afburs. 

COKPEDBRATB StATBS OF AmSUCA, WaR DEPARTMENT 

Office of Indian Aff^rs, Richmond, Jany. 1st, 1862. 
Major Euas Rector, Superintendent of Indian Affairs, 
Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

Sir: An Act was recently passed by the Congress of the Confed- 
erate States, and approved E)ecember 26th, 1861, "making iq>propria- 
tions to comply, in part, with Treaty stipulations made with certain 
Indian Tribes." The whole amount appropriated by diis Act was 
six hundred and eighty one thousand, eight hundred and sixty nine 
dollars, and fifteen cents. 

By sundry requisitions of the Secretary of War upon the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, this sum has been placed in the hands of General 
Albert Pike, for delivery to you, as Superintendent of Indian Affairs. 

Herewith you will receive Tabular Statements, marked Numbers 
(i) and (2) for your information .and guidance, as to the times 
manner, tec, that this money is to be disbursed. 

You will perceive from these statements, that one hundred and 
nineteen thousand, three hundred and forty dollars can be used, for 
the purposes indicated immediately, or, whenever, it may be deemed 
essential by you; while the residue, amounting to five hundred and 
sixty two thousand, five hundred and twenty nine dollars and fifteen 
cents, is dependent, for its dusbursement, upon the ratification of the 
Treaties, as amended by die several Indian Tribes. Very respect- 
fully, S. S. Scott, Act'g Commr. of Indian Affairs. 

Treasury Dbpartmbnt, C.S.A., Secokd Audftor's Office, 

Richmond, Va. Dec 31st 1861. 

Sir -The Treasurer of the Confederate States will remit to you 

the sum of six hundred and eighty one thousand, eif^t hundred & 
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sixty nine 15/100 dollars-, being the amount of Requisitions Nos. 

2175-76-77-78-79-80^1-82-83 & 84 issued in your favor on the 20th 

Instant-, with which you are charged on the Books of this Office, on 

account of the following ^ipropriation, to wit: 

"An Act nuking ^pr(q>riations to c<Hiiply in part with Treaty 

Stipulations made with certain Indian Tribes," as per Act 

RequiaidoD No. 3175 Foi CoatiDgencin of wpcrintcodiDg Ic Agenciet $ 1,500^0 

Do " si7fi " Sundry Appropriationi for Cherokee ladiana 337,944-16 

" " »I77 "Do Do " SemiDolc Indiui fii^so4» 

" " »i7l " " " " ChocUwfcChiti- 

" '• »79 " " 

" " iito " " " 

" " aili " " " 

" " aiSj " " " 

" "»4 " " 

Toul $«ai,S69.is 

The Treasurer will advise you when the same has been placed to 

your credit on his Books, or hand you a Draft - for which you will 

please forward a Receipt to this Office, specifying therein the date, 

number and amount of said Requisition. I am, very respectfully, 

your ob't serv't, W. H. S. Taylor, Auditor. 

To Genl Albeit Pike, Agent for the War Department for delivery 

of the above funds to Elias Rector, Supt. Ind. A&irs, now in 

Richmond, Va. 

CONFBOBRATB StATBS OF AMERICA, TREASURER'S OfFICB, 
Richmond, Va., Jan^^ 23 
EuAS Rector, Fort Smith, Ark. 

Sir, I have this day placed to your credit 3,000 Dollars, amount 
of Warrant No. 23 Issued in your favor by War Departm«it. 
Your checks on the Treasurer of the Confederate States will be 
honoured for that amount. Please acknowledge (he receipt of this 
Notification, and enclose your official signature. Very Respectfully, 
E C. Elmore, Treasurer C.S. 
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Confederate States op America, Wak Department, 
OGBce of Indian Afhurs, Richmond Janjr 23d 1862. 
Maj. E. Rector, Superintendent &c, Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

Sir: General Pike of date Dec. 30th i86t, writes to this Bureau, 
as follows: 

In order to obniii tbc tatificatioii, by the leveial Indian Tribei, of 
the ■mendmeDti midc by Congren to the Indian TrtiliM DCgotiated by 
me, and to effect a Trei^ with the Caionaa, I have leot meMagea to 
the Creeki, Scminolci, Chcrokeei, Cboctam and Chidaiani, requnting 
that their aitiooal Council* may be convened; and to the Chief* of the 
Oaages, Quipawi, Senecai, Seneca* and Shawne*, Comanche*, Reserve 
Indian* and Caiowa*, rcquetting them to meet mc at my head Quartsn. 
It will be necenaiy to funuah provi*iont to the Creek and Saninolc 
Couocilt, and to feed the more undviliicd Chief*, while in Council, 
and OD tbeir Tctum, and alto perhap* to make aome preaenta; for which 
purpoaei no fund* are in the hand* of tlte SupecioteDdenl or iny«elf. 
In accordance with these suggestions and at the request of Hits 
Bureau a requisition was drawn by the Secretary of War, a few days 
agO) for the sum of three thousand dt^lars, which is to be placed to 
your credit in the Treasury. 

You will please use this money, or so much of it, as may be neces- 
sary, for the purposes, and in the manner, above indicated. Very 
respectfully, S. S. Scott, Act'g Oxnmr. of Ind. Affairs. 

Little Rock, Ark., 28th January, 1863. 

Dear Rector: I will leave here on Friday morning. It will 
take me, I suppose, six days to reach Fort Smith with the money. 
This will bring me to the Jth, 6th or 7th of February. 

I have $265,927.50 in spedc, all in gold except $65,000 in silver. 
Of course I must stay with it. I think I can make the journey, 
though in six days. 

I think you had better ^ up to my head Quarters immediately, 
and arrange to feed tbc Comanches and others if they come there; 
and keep them there until I reach the place. I can take the money 
there, and send by the same messenger who takes this, to Colonel 
Coqwr for an escort 

The Treasurer of the Choctaws means to sell the coin his people 
get, buy Confederate paper, and put the difference in his pocket. We 
must st(q> that. I think the best way will be for you to notify the 
Chief, Hudson, the amount to be paid in coin, and that you will pay 
it to the Treasurer only in the presence of three Commissioners 
appointed by himself. 
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If you can pay the Choctaws and Oiickasaws at my Head Quarters, 
it will of course be much better. 

I have had to a^ the immediate removal of Leeper, and the 
appointment of Col. Pulliam in his place. This I have done to-day, 
sending extracts from your letter, Oiarley Johnson's and Qucsen- 
bury's. 

The Secretary is also advised, now, of Garrett's continual 
[illegible]. 

Why do you not demand hb removal, and name a person for 
his place? 

I dwi't believe Col. Cooper will be removed. The President said 
in my presence, "Now that the Choctaws have a Delegate in Congress, 
what need of an Agent?" 

About 150 gamblers are here, following up the Indian mwieys. 
I enclose an order requiring passports, that will keep them out of 
the Nation. 

I have the $150,000 advance for the Cherokees, the $I2J300 due 
the Nation, and the $10,300 due the Treaty party or Stand Watie's, - 
all in paper. Also rfie $50,000 advance for the Choctaws. In paper 
and specie, I have for you $631,000 and over. 

Have you received the money, (some $3,000) that I asked should 
be sent you to pay expenses of the new Indian Councils? 

If you cannot go to Head Quarters immediately, you will have to 
send s(Mne one, and let him and Colonel Cooper keep the Indians 
contented. Always yours, Albert Pike. 

Maj. E. Rector. 

Opficb Supt. Ind. Affairs, Fort Smith, Feby ist, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith the Reports of 
Agents Leeper, Co<q>eT, Rutherford and Crawford. No report has 
been received from Agent Dom. 

Business of importance requires me to leave here to-day for Fort 
Gibson and the Creek Agency, it is important for me to take diarge 
of the public property at the Creek Agency which I shall do on my 
arrival there and I will turn the same over to R P Pulliam who 
I have appointed Agent to act until the Department may make a 
permanent appointment and I hope Mr Pulliam may be the person 
appointed. I have also Eq>pointed to meet a delegati(Mi of Comanches 
and Kiawas at Fort Gibson where I expect GenI Pike and myself 
will eflcct treaties with diem. I have sent a lot of goods to make 
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some presents to them and to the wild bands with wh<Mn Genl 
Pike made treaties last fall and to whom be promised some goods; 
after meeting these del^ation and ascertaining what can be effected 
with dicm I will make out and forward to you a report of Indian 
matters generally in this super! ntendency which I hope will reach 
you in time to be of some service to the Department I could not, 
until after I meet those Indians and ascertain the condition of the 
Creek A^ncy, make a full and satisfactory report. 

In regard to Agent Crawfords report I must here state, that from 
the best information I can obtain of riie condition of affairs among 
the Cherokccs, I cannot concur with him, but I will inform myself 
fully in this r^ard during my present visit among them and will 
furnish my views fully in my report. Very Respectfully Your Obt. 
Servt. E. Rector, Supt. Ind. Affairs 

S. S. Scott Esq Acting Comr. Ind. Affairs 

Richmond, Va 

Office Supt Ind Affair, Fort Smith Feby ist 1862 
Sir: Genl. I^ke is here with $50,000 Dollars in Gold and 
Silver for the Choctaws, and as I am compelled to acotmpany him 
on important business to Fort Gibson, I have determined to take the 
above money with me to that place and pay it out there, wfaidi will 
be as convenent for you as to pay it here, and as Col Cooper will 
have to be present at the payment, it is necessary to make the payment 
when he can attend. I will be ready to pay over to your Treasurer 
the above money at Fort Gibson in days from this date, and I 
wish you to send with your Treasurer a delegation of diree responsi- 
ble persons to be selected by you to witness the payment. TTiis I re- 
quire, as it is a special case with our government to pay out Coins to 
the Indian tribes at this time, and to insure the payment by the Treas- 
urer of the same funds to your people, that he receives from me. Our 
government is dettrmincd to use all precautions to prevent specu- 
lations out of the funds sent out to pay to Indian tribes. Very 
Respectfully Your Obt Servt E. Rector, Supt Ind Affn 

Hon Hudson, Chief Choctaw Nation. 
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CONFBDERATB StaTBS OF AMBUCA, WaR DbPARTMBNT 
Office of Indian Affairs, Richmond, Feby 7th 1862. 
Major E. Rector, Superintendent of Ind. Afiain. 
Fort Smith, Arkansas. 
Sir: Your two letters, dated January 9th & lOth, have been 
received. The former pive a brief statement of the facts, in relation 
to the arrest, by Agent Leeper, of one Meyer, supposed to be a spy, 
with $6,455.70, in Drafts and Specie upon his person, and enclosed 
copies of letters from Messrs Leeper and Shirley, bearing upon same 
subject. The latter simply covered the Affidavit of a Mr. Barnes, 
claiming the Drafts referred to, followed by affidavits of Meyer and 
one Jacob Mariner intended to substantiate it. 

The questions presented in this case should prc^erly be investigated 
by Brig. Genl. Pike, who has command of the Department of the 
Indian Territory, where this person was arrested; and a letter has 
therefore been written to him from this Bureau, for the purpose of 
calling his attention to the fact. 

You will take the necessary steps to have the man Meyer turned 
over to him. Very respectfully, 

S. S. Scott, Act'g Comr. of Ind. Affairs. 

Fort Smith, i6th Feby 1862 
EuAS Rbctor Esq, Superintendent of Ind. Affairs 

Sir: As to the case of Fredrick Meyer, arrested as a spy, there 
is nothing beyond suspicion against him, except bis possession of certain 
drafts drawn by a U. S. Quartermaster on the Assistant Treasurer at 
New York, and the Statements of Comanche Indians, who are not 
competent witnesses. 

I decline to place him in custody as a spy or to order a Miltary 
Court to try him. I cannot order his discharge or the return of the 
drafts and money taken from him, because the Military power is 
silent, within the limits of Arkansas, in the presence of the Court 
power, as to reports that may be asserted and remedies that may be 
pursued, in the Courts. If I had the power, I should make the order. 

If you continue to hold the property in question, or to detain the 
party, you will please consider that you do it on your own authority. 
I am very respectfully yours, 

Albert Pike, Brig. Genl. Commr. Ind. Dept 
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Mouth op Canaman, 23d Fd>r. 1862. 

Major: I reached this place last night, and leave this morning. 
The teams furnished me at Fort Smith are hardly able to go further, 
and our progress must be slow, I shall hardly reach Spaniard's Creek 
before tomorrow night, and wish you to meet me there. I did think 
of sending the money, at least the specie, dirca from this point to 
North Fork, but have determined to keep it with me until I meet 
you. If you will meet me at Spaniard's Creek, we can then determine 
what disposition to make of it. 

Gen. I^ice is at Walnut Grove, eight miles south of Fayetteville ; 
will take position near Cane Hill, and means to attack as soon as 
he gets 5,000. men in addition to his present force. McCulloch ia 
on the telegraph road, to his right. They are not atlint in harmony. 
Col. Gatewood says. 

Our forces in Kentucky and Tcnnessc have had to fall back 
before 70,000 of the enemy. The new position, it is expected, will 
be at Stevenson and Charleston road. When the enemy took Fort 
Donelson, both Bowling Green and Columbus became of value to 
us. Each position was carried. But we have only taken a new 
position, losing no battle. The fort surrendered. Columbus is or 
will be evacuated and Nashville surrendered. 

There are no means of crossing the Arkansas here, except one boat, 
that must have a bottom put in it. I must bring at least part of the 
Choctaws to Gibson, to cross the river and move towards Cane Hill, 
and in order to be able to do it as soon as possible I wish to turn 
over the money to you. Truly yours Albert Pike 

Major Elias Rector. 

Office Sup't Ind. Aff'rs, Fwt Smith, Feb'y 28th, 1862. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of 23d ultimo notifying me that the sum of $3,000 -had been placed 
to my credit in the Treasury on Requisition No. 23 from the War 
Department subject to my Draft and request my official signature 
which is hereto affixed. Very Respectfully your Ob't Serv't. 

E. Rector, Sup't Ind. Aff'rs. 
E. C. Elmore Esq., Treasurer of the Confederate Sutes 
Richmond, Va. 
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Office Sup't InDl Appaies, Fort Smith, Feb'y 28th, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of s^our letter 
of Jany ist acoHnpanying Tabular Statements sent out by Gen'l 
Pike. On bis arrival here I was absent in the Indian Countty where 
I had been ordered by him to meet a Delegation of wild Comanches 
and Kiawas. Genl P — did not leave the money here to be paid 
over to me but tuck it in the Indian Country to his head quarters, 
where he will I presume pay it out to the Indians himself. Very 
Respectfully, your ob't Serv't. £. Rector, Sup't Ind Affairs. 

S. S. Scott Esq. Acting Coni'r Ind. Affairs, Richmond, Va. 

[Reclor to SfoHJ 

Office Supt Ind. Affairs, March 4th, 1862. 

Sir: I deem it my duty, in justice to myself, as well as my duty 
to the government to notify you that Gen'! Pike has been paying over 
certain of the funds sent out by him to the Indians, one payment 
which he has made, I wish here to enter my protest against as not 
meeting with my approbation, it was in paying over to Agent A. J. 
Dom the specie sent out for the Indians in his Agency. My objec- 
tions to said payment are these: Agent Dorn has never executed a 
Bond to the Confederate government for the faithful accounting for 
of funds placed in his hands, and I should certainly not turn over 
large amounts of government funds to any Agent in my Department 
until he first gave a good and sufficient Bond and next; the Agency 
which Mr. Dom fills is in the limits of the State of Kansas and has 
been in the possession of the Federals for six or seven months, Dorn 
cannot even get to it, he has no fixed locality for his Agency some- 
times he is with the army, at others in the State and is now here at 
this place and has with him the money. 

I am clearly of the opinion that this money should have been kept 
in some safe place in this State until after our present troubles are 
over. The Federal army is now invading within fifty miles of this 
place and between him and the Indians for whom Dorn is Agent, 
which makes it impossible for him to pay it to them if he so intends. 

None of the Agents in this Supcrintendency have entered into 
Bond. Nor do I know whether they intend to do so except Agent 
Rutherford he came here from his Agency a few days since for the 
purpose of giving his Bond but is now on a bead of sickness from 
which it is doubtful if he ever recovers. . . Euas Rector.'" 



■■■ Tlic writer of thit leRer wat evideotly Elias Rector, although the docu- 
lent frooi which this copy wai made ii in the handwriting of Albert Pike. 
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APPENDIX B-THE LEEPER'" OR WICHITA 
AGENCY PAPERS 

Office Supt. Indian Affairs, Fort Smith, Oct, 12th, i86i. 
Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 15th 



*** The hinory of the collection tbit I bavc deaigaated for c 
TcfercDce, the Leeptr Peftn, \\ outlined in the folloniDg letter from F. Jofan- 
■OD, Delaware Indian Agent, to IMe, January so, i86] [Indian Office, Geiwral 
File*, Wichita, 1S62-187!, J62]. 

On or about the lint of September lait a company of Delaware It 
Sbawoee Indiang numbering ninety-six, seventy Delaware! and twcu^- , 
tiz Shawueea, left Kanaas on an expedition «outbweit from Kama* un- 
der the leadenhip of Ben Simon a Delaware Indian. 

He report* that the expedition traveled to the Neoiho River in touth* 
era Kania* where they halted a few day*. From thence they marcheil 
in a Kiulhwett direction seventeen days to the leased district in Texai, 
they then traveled up the Wichita River, one day to the neighbourhood 
of the Wichita Agency. Simon then sent Spies and Scouts to the Agency 
who reported mo hundred Indians well anned at the Agency in the 
Service of the Southera Confederacy. On receiving this intelligence tbe 
Delaware* k Shawneei immediately proceded to the Agency which they 
reached about sundowo. On arriving at the Agency they lurrbunded 
the buildings whett the Agent a raan large sized with black hair came 
out of the house and asked them what was wanting. Simon replied to 
him that he wai his prisoner. At the same instant the Indians rushed 
into the house when one of the Delaware* wa) shot dead and a Shawnee 
wounded - there was four white men at the Agency; when tbe Indians 
taw tbeir comrade* killed and wounded they killed the three men in the 
House and Agent Leeper who Simon had hold of at the door-the In- 
dian* then look possession of the Property and paper* belonging to tbe 
Agency and burned the building*. On the next morning they found 
the trail of the Indians wbo had e*caped from the Agency and followed 
it to a grove of timber and found as they euppoced about one hundred 
tt fifty Indians a part of whom was women and children whom tbey 
attacked and report they killed about one hundred the Ballance making 
their e*CBpe. The Delaware! and Shawnees then turned homeward* 
with their Booty which conaitted of about One hundred Ponie* Twelve 
hundred Dollars in Confederate Money, the pipers correspondence etc 
which i* wrapped in a rebel Flag taken at tbe Agency Among the 
paper* taken I would respectfully call your attention to the treatie* in 
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iiut by Expresunan Sturm*** at Tahlcquah C.N. while on public 
business at that place on the 2nd inst and in answer must s»y. 

Your requisition for Medidne I cannot comply with. I have no 
Medicines on hand for the Indian Service. Neither have I been 
instructed to furnish either Medicines or Medical assistance to the 
Indians, and if I were disposed to take the responsibility and advance 
the funds to purchase Medicines diey could not be procured at diis 
place. 

I am pleased to learn that Buffalo Hump came in to see you, but 
bodi myself & Com'. Pike regret that you did not hold out to him 
all the inducements which were in your power, and use all the forces 
and means at your command to provide him with such houses as vrere 
contemplated and promised by Com'. Pike for the ctxnfort of those 
Indians and to make them satisfied and anxious to come in. 

The Com', has issued an order prohibiting Jim Ned from retura- 
ing to or ever occupying any portion of the Leased District again, 
this order you will see carried out. He has also ordered the 
Military to kill Ned should they find him. 

No blanks have been furnished to the oflice as yet. Nor have 
even forms been purchased for the vouchers, abstracts etc. You must 
rule and arrange your papers as best you can for the present as I 
have to do myself. 

I have turned over to Mr. Sturm four mules turned over to me 
as mules taken from you by Genl Burrow. I obtained them with 
great diCBculty in bad condition, nearly on the lift. I have had them 
three or four weeks, these were all I could find and do not know 
whether they are all that were taken from you or not. 

minuicript entered into between Albert Pike CcMiiniiiiioner on tbe pan 
of the Confederate Statet and tbe difereot Tribes of Southern iDdiao* 
M ilto the conuninioa of Mathew Leeper Indian Agent from Jtmes 
Buchanan Pteiideat of the United Statei dated iit of F^ruaiy ii6t. 

Theee Indiana few in Dumfaen raarching upon a pcnnt more than 
five hundred milea diatant fumiihtng their own tranaportation forage 
and proviiioni without com to the Government certainly exhibita a great 
degree of Loyalty daring and bardlhood. 

*" J- J' Sturm, commiuary for the Ittdiam of the Leased Dittriet [Rector 
to Sidmi, July I, 1861]. On Oct 3, 1861, Sturm reported to Leeper: 

1 arrived here over ■ week ago^ and have been waiting for Maj. 
Rector, who ia abaent making ■ Trea^ with the Cherokee*, and odier 
Tribe* at Tclequa. . . No talk of anything but war here. Price 
ha* taken LexiogtoD, Mo., be took and killed over four thousand of 
Abe'a men, with ■ great deal of war raiterial. . . 
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As stated above I have received no funds for the Indian Service 
from the Confederacy, in fact there has been no Indian Department 
organized consequently no appropriation has been made nor will any 
Indian business be done in the War Department until after the late 
Treaties are submitted and approved. 

I shall leave here in a short time for Richmond for the purpose 
of organizing the business of the Superintendency, procuring funds, 
goods etc for the Indians in compliance with the Stipulations of the 
late Treaties. 

C B. Johnson is absent at New Orleans and is expected back in 
a few days. 

Enclosed you will find Sutton tt Spring receipt (or $200. 

Owing to Creek difficulties I send Mr. Sturm back by direct route 
for his safety and the safety of your property. Very Respectfully 
Your Ob't. Servant £. Rector, Supt. Ind, Afbirs. 

Col. M. Leeper, Ind. Agent, Wichita j^ncy, L.D. 

OpnCB Supt. Ind. Affairs, Fort Smith, Arks. 
Oct. 30th, 1861. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2ist 
inst. by Expressman. 

On the I2th Inst, I wrote you by your expressman Mr. Sturm 
and as then, state I have no funds in my hands for the purchase of 
Medicines or for any other purpose for the Indian Service. Nor 
have I been authorized to provide the Indians with Medicines or 
Medical assistance; there has been no Indian Department regularly 
organized as yet, by our Government, nor will there be until after 
the Treaties lately made by Comi Pike are laid before the President 
and approved. 

I have purchased for you on your own account, all the medicines 
I can purchase in this place that would be useful to the Indians. I 
send them by your Expressman with the bills, you can charge the 
Government with them in your account. 

I am pleased to learn that the Kiowa Indians are likely to come 
in and make a treaty. Comr Pike cannot possibly be there to treat 
with them for some months to come, the treaties made by him with 
the Comanches places all of those Indians who may hereafter come 
in on the same footing with those who entered into treaty stipulations, 
and I hereby authorize you, as I have authority to do from Comr 
Pike, to make the same treaties and hold out the same inducements 
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tD die Kiowas as were made by him with the Comandics, do not, how- 
ever, promise them blankets diia winter as it would be impossible to 
procure tbcm, the Government cannot procure a sufficiency of them for 
the Soldiers, not even at the most exorbitant prices. Agents are travel- 
ing over the States purchasing second hand blankets from families who 
take them oft dieir beds to accomodate die Soldiers in the field. 

H. L. Rogers a now on his way to your agency with hands to 
build houses for the Indians, he is sent out by Com'. Ffte on his 
responsibility. I wrote you by him. 

Gen'l Pike will have command of the Military E>epartment of 
the Indian Country. He is now on his way to Richmond Va., when 
he wilt [return] I am not advised, it will be with htm to direct what 
military force will be placed at Fort Cobb for the proWction of your 
agency, when that protection will be furnished I am unable to advise 
you, of the importance of an efficient force being stationed there at 
an early day there can be no doubt. 

In regard to the Mail or Express arrangements you speak of, I 
must say I have neither power, authority, or means to establish mail 
or express routes to your agency or elsewhere. Our State and other 
States are suffering greatly for want of mail facilities, and I cannot 
involve myself pecuniarily in the matter, this matter roust be brou^t 
regularly before the Department and its action had. 

In regard to the time when you may expect funds to close your 
accounts I can only say that you need not expect funds until after the 
treaties recently made are ratified uid appropriations made in accord- 
ance with your estimates furnished Com' Pike, the Government 
will not, of course, send out funds for Indians until it is advised that 
it has some treaty relations with them, I will leave here on the 7th 
day of next month for Richmond for the purpose of assisting in the 
organization of our Indian business, and for the procurement of 
funds, goods, etc, to carry out rite provisions of die late treaties, on 
my return you will be advised of the result of my mission. 

I learn from Mr. C. B. Johnson that you had advised him that 
Mr, Becklc is acting as Commissary, this is wrong and is calculated 
to produce confusion in the accounts. Mr. Sturm is the recognized 
commissary regularly appointed by me, he should not be sent away 
from his regular duties on any other business and I so informed him 
while here and notified him that his absence from his regular duties 
cm another occasion would be sufficient cause for me to remove him 
and appoint his successor, the appointment of commissary belongs 
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exclusively to me, and you are well aware of the importance of his 
being constantly at his post, as he is the check on the contractor in 
filling the requisitions of the agent. In future I hope he will not 
be detailed for any other duties. Mr. Sturm is and will continue to 
be Commissary until removed by me either upon charges or such cause 
as I may think requires his removal. Very respectfully, Your Ob't. 
Serv't, E. Rector, Supt. Ind. Affairs. 

Col. M. Leeper, Indian Agent, Wichita Agency, L.D. 

The bearer of this letter, Capt. H. L. Rogers, has been employed 
and empowered by Gcnl Pike Commissioner with plenary powers, to 
proceed to the Wichita Agency, with hands, to erect buildings neces- 
sary for the Commissary and cabins for the Indians, Commissioner 
Pike becomes responsible for the work. ■ . - Rector to Leeper, 
dated Fort Smith, October 25, 1861. 

SUBPOENA"* 
Confederate States vs. Matthew Leeper, Indian Agt, CtMnanche, et al. 
State of Arkansas, The Confederate States of America. 

To J. J. Sturm —- Greeting. You are hereby commanded, that 
laying all manner of excuses aside, you be and appear before the 
undersigned, special commissioner of C.S.A. at the Law Office of 
James P. Spring, in the City of Fort Smith, in the County of 
Sebastian, and State of Arkansas, on riie toth day of January, 1862. 
Then and there to testify and the truth to speak in a certain matter 
before said Commissioner pending, wherein The Confederate States 
of America prefers certain charges s^inst Matthew Leeper, Indian 
Agent of Comanche and other reserved Indians west of the State of 
Arkansas, and on behalf of the C.S.A. 
Herein fail not at your peril. 

In testimony whereof I, James P. Spring, Commissioner of Exami- 
■^^'ThcK two brief conunuoicationt have a bearing upon Leeper's ca*e: 
You are hereby ordered to remain at Fort Smith Ai^aniai from 
toth. January 1S62 uDtill further ordered by the uodcraigned, u a 
witncn in the case of the Confederate States of America againit M. 
Leeper, lud. Agt. on certain charges preferred. - James P. Sprinc, com- 
minioner, to J. J. Sturm, dated Fort Smith, Ark., December aj, iS6i. 

Spring may tKM be able to begin on Leeper*! caK before Jan. 10- 
Ii obliged to leave city. If Leeper wintt while Spring u away, [to go] 
to Fayetteville, he may & Spring will telegraph him upon hii return. - 
Spmnc to Leeper, dated Pott Smith, Ark., December 13, 18S1. 
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nation, have hereunto set my hand and affixed my private seal [there 
being no public seal for such puiposcs provided] in the City of Fort 
Smith, this 12th. day of November, 1861. 

Jambs P. Spuno, [Seal], Commissioner of Examinadon, C^A. 

QUESENBURY'w TO LEEPER 

Gen. Pike is now in Richmond. I am engs^gcd in building wtnter- 
quarters for his Brigade. The General will probably return about 
the loth of December. 

I hope you will h<Hiour my requisitions for forage for die animals 
of the expedition for the blankets at Mr. Shirle/s. The trip will 
be a hard one, and I fear a long one. 

There is no news of import from my quarter. There was some- 
thing of an oocurrance in the Ho-poieth-Ie Yohola imbro^io the other 
day. Mr. Scrimpsher can give you the current particulars. . . 

Fort Smith, Dec 4, 1861. 

Dr. Sir: -We have no late news of importance. The Federal 
troope 30CXX3 stnmg came as far as Springfield and fearing to advance 
further returned to St. Louis & Kansas; the Kansas party took from 
the vicinity of SpringRdd 600 negroes from Union men as well as 
Secessionists. 

A heavy battle was fought in Mo. opposite Columbus a few days 
since Pillow commanded the Confederate forces 2500 strong, the 
Federals came down in their gun-boats 7000 strong & landed. The 
fight lasted 4 hours with heavy losses on both sides. Pillow was then 
reinforced and drove the Federals back to their boats making a perfect 
slaughter of the Yankees. Our victory was ctmiplete and a very 
important one it was. Price has gone back to the Mo. River, 
McCuIloch is bringing his army down here to go into winter quarters 
on the Arks. River. 

Hardin is marching on Louisville, Ky., with from 80 to 100,000 
Confederate troops. We are expecting to hear of his having posses- 
sion of that city soon. 

McCleltan is said to be advancing slowly and continuously on 
Johnson and Boregard. They are anxious for him to pay them a visit. 

Our legislature has elected Bob Johnson jc Chas. Mitchell 
Senators, the Washington County District elected Batson over 

»■» WillUm Quesfobuiy to Leeper, dated Fort Gibson, C. N^ Nov. a!, 1S61. 



Digitized by Google 



Wichita Agency Papers 335 

Thomason to Congrtss. G. D. Royston is elected in this District and 
Judge Hanley in the Helena District. 

Can't think of anything else that would interest you. Your friend 
in haste, R. P. Puluam. 

Col. M. Leeper. 

Office Supt. Ind. Affairs, Fort Smith, Dec 4th, '61. 

Sir: I enclose herewith a Copy of a letter from Albert Pike 
Comr. etc to Elias Rector, Supt Ind. Aff., of date 21st. ultimo also 
two ofiBcial letters. 

That portion of Comr. Pike's letter relating to inviting the Indians 
to settle on the Reserve was anticipated l^ Supt. Rector's letter of 
instructions to you of the 30th October last. 

The messages which Comr. Pike wishes given to the Indians you 
will, of course, deliver to them. 

Maj. Rector left here for Richmond about ten days ago. When 

he will return I am unable to say, as it seems from Pike's letter he 

has to purchase and bring on the Indian goods. Very respectfully, 

R. P. Puluam, Clk. 

Col. M. Leeper, Wichita Agent. 

WlCHiTAW Fed [Feed] House, December 10th 1861 
Dear Conl. From what I can asertain the Dutchman supposed 
to be a spy b one of the party who of ten, (five Mexicans & five 
whites) who prevented the wild Comanchees from coming in by 
telling them that we were fixing a trap to destroy the last one of 
them, when we got them here, and as an indusement to dispose of 
their BuflFalo Robes this party told the Indians that we would take 
the last Robe from them with our troops. 

The [above] I was informed of by the Comanche Cheves several 
days ago Very truly J. SHIRLEY 

Col M. Leeper, Wichitaw Agency. 

Wichita Agency L.D., Deer loth 1861 
A memorandum of moneys and effects found on the penon of a 
german who says his name is Frederick Myer, arrested and detained 
here, he being suspected of being a spy on the part of the United 
States in opposition to the Confederate States of America. The indi- 
vidual together with the moneys and property found upon his person 



Digitized by Google 



336 The Indian as Slaveholder and Secessionist 

is intended to be forwarded to the Superintendent of Indian Affairs 
Fort Smith at as early a day as practicable 

Four drafts on the U. S. Asst. Treasurer New York, dated at 
Santa Fe N. M. Sept. 17th 1861 and drawn by Jno F. Hatch CapL 
Rm R. Actg C. S. in favor John Dold transferred to Frederick 
Myer, viz. - 

No 103. Twelve Hundred & fifty dollars 

" 104. Twelve Hundred & fifty dollars 

" 105. Four Hundred & Eighty four dollars 

" 106. Two Hundred & nineteen 50/100 dollars. 

Also five other drafts as above described dated on the 19th Sept. 
l86i. viz;- 

No. 112. Six Hundred dollars 
" 113. Five Hundred dollars. 
" 114. Four Hundred dollars 
" 115. Three Hundred dollars 
" 116. Two Hundred dollars. 

One draft dated Sept. 18th 1S61 drawn by J L Donnevhen P. M. 
favor Stephen Bryce or order transferred to Frederick Myer 

No 1669. Nine Hundred & eighty three 25/100 dollars. 

Also in GfAA One Hundred & 6fty 6ve dollars 
Silver Seventy cents 

One Colts Revolver, belt & Scabbard 

One large Pocket Knife 

Also found in his possission two ponies one gray and one sorrel 
Four letters addressed as follows, 

Mr. J. W. Gregory Santa Fe N. M. 

Mr B Seligman " " 

Mr. Geo. T. Madison " " 

Mr W. W. Griffin 
Received Wichita Agency L. D. Deer, 15 1861, all the above articles 
moneys &c. excepting the two ponies bridle and saddle and saddle 
bags, large knife and ten dollars in gold which were forwarded by 
H. L. Rodgers accompanying the prisioner, all of which balance in 
my possession to be delivered to the Superintendent of Indian Af- 
fairs Fort Smith Arks. M. Grimes 
Received Fort Smith Dec. 9th 1861 from M Grimes the above monies 
& Pistol as per his Rccpt to Col Leeper 

E. Rector, Supt Indian AfFrs 
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Wichita Acency S.D., Deer. 12th 1861 
Sm: I forward to your charge by H. L. Rodgcrs, a gcrman by 
the name of Frederick Myer, whom I arrested as a spy or smugler 
in behalf of the United States, and upon whose person was found 
Six Thousand three hundred dollars in drafts upon the Assistant 
Treasurer New York, one hundred and fifty five dollars in gold and 
seventy cents in silver, four private letters of unimportant import, 
two pontes and revolver pistol No 72,943 belt and hoster, one riding 
saddle, one pack saddle and one pair saddle bags, all of which will 
be forwarded to you by Mr Marshall Grimes, with the exception of 
the two ponies bridle and saddle and saddle bags and ten dollars in 
gold, which I have placed in charge of Mr H. L. Rodgers and will 
accompany the prisoner. 

The principal evidence against Frederick Myer, was derived from 
the Trader Mr. John Shirley, whose written statement is herewith 
enclosed. Very Respectfully Your obt. sert. 

M. Lbepbr, Ind. Agt. C.S.A. 
Elias Rector Esq, Supt. Ind. Affrs, 
Fort Smith Arks. 

Wichita Agbncy, L.D. December 15th 1861 
To John Jumper, and our brothers in die Seminole Nation, 

We have nothing particular to write you, we are all well and 
doing well here 

Since we had the talk we have understood that you had some diffi- 
culty among your people, but that does not have any bad effect upon 
us as we are friends the same as at the time we made the treaties - 
Our brothers the Comanches, and all the other tribes, are still friends 
with you, and are all very sorry that you are fighting one against 
another, brothers against brothers, and friends against friends. When 
Mode Cunard and you were here and had the talk with Genl Pike - 
we stilt hold to the talk we made with Genl Pike, and arc keeping 
the treaty in good faith, and are looking for him back again goon. 

We look to you and Mode Cunard and Genl Pike as brothers - 
General Pike told us at the coundl that, there were but few of us 
here, and if anything turned up to make it necessary he would protect 
them. We arc just as we were when Genl Rke was up here and 
keeping the treaty made with him - Our brothers the wild Comanches 
have been in and are friendly with us. 

All the Indians here have but one heart — our brothers, the Texans, 
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and the Indians are away fighting the cold weather people we do 
not intend to go North to tight them but if they conie down here, 
we will all unite to drive them away - Some of my people are one 
eyed and a linle Crippled, but if the enemy comes here they will all 
jump out to fight him-AJso that Pea-o-popicult has recently the 
principal Kiowa Chief ha$ recently visited the reserve, and has ex- 
pressed friendly intentions, and has gpnt hack to consult the rest of 
his people and designs returning 

HosEEA Maria Buffalo Hump 

Ki-Kad-a-wah 

Chiefs of the Comanchcs 

Te-nah Jim Pockmakk. 

Geo Washington 

The Confederate States of America 

To M. Grimes Dr. 

1861 : Nov 30 For Services rendered of negro man 
Guss as Laborer from ist Oct. to 
30th Nov i86t, inclusive, 2 mos. 
at $300.00 pr. an. . . $ 50.00 

Received at Wichita Agency L.D. Deer 31st 1861, of M. Leeper Ind. 

Agt. C.S.A. Fifty dollars in full of the above account. 
$50.00 M. GWMES. 

I certify on honor that the above account is correct and just, and that 
I have actually this 31st day of Deer. 1861, paid the amount 
thereof, Ind. Act. C.S.A 

[Triplicates] 

The Confederate States of America 

To A. OuTZEN Dr. 

1861: Deer 31 For Services rendered as Wheel- 
wright etc. at Wichita Agency, 
L.D. from ist Oct. to 31st Deer. 
1861 inclusive, 3 months at 
$600.00 pr an . . . $ 1 50.00 

Received at Wichita .^cncy L.D. Deer 31st 1861 of M. Leeper, 

Indian Agent, C.S.A. One Hundred & fifty OO/iOO 
$150.00 A. OuTZBN Wheelwright. 

I certify on honor that the above account is correct and just, and that 
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I have actually this 31 st day of Deer 1861, paid the amouot thcreol, 
[Triplicates] Ind. Aot. C.S^ 

The Confederate States of Anicrica 

To J. B. Bbvell Dr. 

1861 : Deer 31 For Services rendered as Laborer at 
Wichita Agency L.D. June I 
Oct. to 15th Nov 1861 -inclusive 
I mo & 15 days at $300.00 pr an $ 37.50 
And as Farmer from 16 Nov to 31 
Deer 1861 inclusive i mo & 15 
days at $600.00 pr an . . 75-00 



$ 112.50 



Received at Wichita Agency L.D. Deer 31st 1861 of M. Leeper 
Ind. Agt. C.S.A. One Hundred & twelve 50/100 Dollars in full 
of the above account. 

$iia.50. John Bbvell Farmer 

I certify on honor that the above account is correct and just, and that 
I have actually this 31st day of Deer 1861, paid the amount thereof, 
[Triplicates] Ind. Act., CSA 

The Confederate States of America 

To D. Seals Dr. 

1 861: Deer. 31 For Services rendered as Farmer at 
Wichita Agency L.D. from ist 
Oct to 31st Deer. 1861 inclusive, 
3 months at $600.00 per an . $ 150.OO 

Received at Wichita Agency L.D. Deer. 31st 1861 of M Leeper In- 
dian Agent C.S.A. One Hundred & Afty 00/100 Dollars in full 
of the above account. 

$150.00 David Seals, Farmer 

I certify that the above account is correct and just, and that I have 
actually this 31 day of Deer 1861, paid die amount thereof, 
[Triplicates] Ind. Agt. C.S.A. 

Fort Smith, January 13th, i86a. 

Sir: In compliance with yoiu letter of instruction of the loth 

inst. I have the honor to present in detail the condition of affairs con- 
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ncctcd with the Wichita Agency. In thus preMnting my report I 
shall attempt to be governed by as much brevity as possible. 

In detailing the affairs of the people in my charge and of my action 
in reference to them it will become necessary to refer not only to the 
present but to their past history in Texas. There was a time in 
Texas when these people were in a prosperous and happy condition, 
and they advanced as rapidly in the arts of civilization during that 
time, perhaps, as any people ever did. But evil disposed persons in 
their vicinity and those not far distant on the frontiers of Texas be- 
came dissatisfied with their locality and determined to disperse and 
break tbcm up. They continued their work of desolation until the 
Indians were compelled to abandon their homes and seek a refuge west 
of the Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations on the Leased District. In 
doing so they suffered many and very severe losses and privations. 
Numbers of their horses and cattle were driven off by their enemies 
and many things useful to them, were necessarily abandoned. 
Estimates were prepared of the amount of damage and submitted to 
the original United States Government but before any action was 
taken, the government dissolved and their just claims consequently 
failed. Therefore permit me most respectfully to surest the pro- 
priety of immediately calling the attention of our Government and 
of the proper Department to the fact, in order that these people may 
obtain adequate remuneration. In reference to their habitations, they 
have nothing to claim. They have more and better houses than they 
had in Texas. The Commanches have eight or ten neatly hewn log 
cabins with good chimneys. Three double log hewn houses with good 
chimneys, to each room for the chief's in addition to a number of 
warm comfortable picket houses which they partly built themselves 
and covered with grass. 

In Texas they had but one house which belonged to the Chief, in 
the scramble for the spoils at the time of the abandonment of Fort 
Cobb by the federal troops they were not altogether behind for I 
have observed among them several new Sibley tents and a number of 
new common tents. The Tonkahwas have warm comfortable houses 
made of poles and grass such as they had in Texas. And for the 
chief I built a good double log house with chimneys to each room and 
a hall or passage in the centre, in which he now lives. 

The Anahdahkocs have quite a number of comfortable houses con- 
sisting of four double houses with chimneys to each room, passages 
in the centre and to some of them shed rooms attached. The re- 
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mainder consist of hewn log cabins and Picket houses such as they 
had in Texas covered with grass. The Caddocs also have quite a 
number of houses consisting of various double houses, single houses 
and picket houses. 

The Witchitas have no houses except such as they have built for 
themselves consisting of a net work of sticks and grass but they are 
warm and comfortable. They arc not decided upon a permanent 
location and consequently refuse to have houses built. The Tahwac- 
carroes, Wacoes, Ionics and Kcchies inhabit the same kind of houses 
as the Witchitas and like them have not decided upon a permanent 
location. The Shawnees and Dclawares all have good comfortable 
cabins. 

In February last whibt at Washington I closed all my former ac- 
counts with the department of the Interior of the United States Gov- 
ernment and estimated for the lirst and second quarter of 1861 which 
estimates amounted to 13899 doltars and eighty-five cents. On my 
way to the Agency in the Indian Country prepared to carry out the 
designs and expectations of the government I was arrested by one 
Burrow who represented himself to be a general on the part of the 
State of Arkansas, who examined my papers and took from me one 
wagon four set of harness, one horse and seven mules, property which 
had been purchased by the United States govcrmnent for the use and 
benefit of the Indians in my charge, all of which has been subsequently 
returned with the exception of two of the mules. After the wagon 
and mules were taken I hired transportation and proceeded to the 
Agency where I found the Indians tn a high state of excitement and 
alarm; their fears having been excited by a Delaware Indian by the 
name of Jim Ned and other evil disposed persons, tattlers and tale 
bearers who are apt to be found loitering about Indian Reserves. 

In reference to the people of Texas, I succeeded in satisfying them 
that their apprehensions were groundless, let several contracts for 
breaking prairie and commenced to work generally in accordance with 
my estimates and the wishes of the Department. But soon after- 
wards my state (Texas) seceded from the Union and I determined 
no longer to act as a federal o6icer, and having no authority to act 
for the Confederate States, I delivered to the indians all the property 
in my possession which was held in trust for their benefit with the 
exception of two wagons which were used in ray transportation, which 
together with one which had previously been loaned to the Com- 
missary are now reported on my property rolls. With a hope to 
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satisfy the Indians until an agent should be appointed by the Confed- 
erate States (which I assured them would soon take place) I ex- 
pended the remainder of the money's in my hands for blankets tobacco 
and datbing for them, they being in a destitute condition, occasioned 
principally on account of losses sustained by their goods being sunk 
in the Arkansas River and by the fire at Fort Smith. The goodi 
were intended to be duplicated and money's had been promised for 
that purpose in advance of their regular supply of goods of which 
the indians were apprised. 

Upon the withdrawal of Texas from the Union, they again became 
apprehensive of danger from the people of that State. I reminded 
them that I was a Texan, and in order that they might have a positive 
guaranty of safety, that they should have Texas troops to defend them. 
I made the application and Capt Diamond's company arrived on the 
day of my departure. 

During the whole course of my operations as Commanche Agent, 
and more particularly the past year, my best efforts have been em- 
ployed with a hope to induce all the southern bands of Comanches 
to abandon their wandering habits become colonieed and settle, that 
being the roost effectual means, and by far the least expensive mode 
of checking their depredations on Texas, and finally by means of 
messengeis and messages I induced them to come in on the first of 
August last and enter into treaty stipulations with Commissioner 
Pike. A train of untoward circumstances prevented the commissioner 
from complying strictly with his agreements with them which have 
cast a shade of discontent upon their minds, and they say tiiat it 
is the cause of the non-compliance on their part, which was to settle 
on the reserve last fall and abandon their roving habits. This how- 
ever I do not believe: if the commissioner had met them at the time 
appointed (the falling of the leaves) with all the goods promised I 
am of opinion they would have received the goods ~ made some excuse, 
and returned again to the prairies. Such has been the case of the other 
Comanches who have settled for several years and I think they would 
have done so too. Perhaps dieir stealing operations would not have 
been so extensive; but they say that that practice shall cease at any 
rate as long as they are friends with us. 

In November last I received a visit from a Kiowa chief by the 
name of "Big-head" who made many fine promises and agreed to 
settle on the reserve with his people, but in this I place but little 
reliance. The Kiowa's are a very numerous band. They are north- 
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crn Indians and their principal range is from the sources of the Arkan- 
sas River to Bents Fort. Their principal chief originall]' contempti- 
ously spoke of the United States government and troops, notwith- 
standing he annually received a large amount of presents from that 
government, consisting of blankets, clothing, tobacco, rifles, powder 
and lead, etc They now have a federal agent at Bent's Fort. 

During the past six months, but little has been done on the re- 
serve — I have had no means to accomplish much. The employees 
who have been engaged have suffered considerably with sickness dur- 
ing the months of September and October last. They have built a 
very comfortable double log house with a gallery in front and a 
stable which is partly finished to which a room is attached for the 
benefit of employees. Without such protection and security there is 
no safety for the public animals necessary to carry on the farming 
operations of the reserve. 

No troops being stationed on the Leased District I have been un- 
able to exercise the necessary control. The Indians have bttn kept 
in a constant state of turmoil by false representations both in reference 
to myself and things affecting their individual interest No Indian 
reserve can be conducted in a satisfactory manner either to the gov- 
ernment or Indians without the cooperation of troops to enable the 
Agent to enforce the intercourse laws and eject disorderly persons 
from amongst them. 

No funds as yet have been received to meet the current expenses 
of the Agency, nor has any forage been furnished except twenty four 
bushels of corn and twelve of oats, which were received from Com- 
missioner Pike. The remainder of the forage which was used in 
sustaining two government animals and four private animals employed 
in the public service from the first of August until the last of October 
and from that time till the 31st of December four additional public 
animals, was gathered up at the different com houses which had been 
abandoned and were going to destruction at Fort Cobb, and a small 
amount purchased on my own responsibility from the contractor for 
supplying the Indians. 

It is deemed useless to suggest additional plans of retrenchment 
and economy to the government as I am not advised as to the extent 
and nature of the design of its future operations in reference to the 
affairs of the reserve. With these facts submitted I have the honor 
to be Sir very respectfully Your obedient Servant [M. Lbepbr.] 
£. Rector, Superintendent of Indian Afhu'rs, Southern Superintend- 

cncy 
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WiTCHiTA Agency, Jan. jist, 1862. 
Bmc. Gbk'l a. Pike, Com'd'y Indian Territory. 

Sir: — Enclosed please find muster roll of Reserve Indians enlisted 
in the services of the Confederate Government under yoai authority 
of the 30tfa Aug*!, 1861 to M. Leeper, Indian Agent, to aa as spies 
and for the protection of the Agency until relieved by Confederate 
forces. 

You will perceive that I enlisted them on the 9th Sept last and 
have made up the roll to the 9th Feb'y> 1862, at which time I would 
respectfully suggest the disbandment of them as they have already 
served three months longer than they anticipated at the time of their 
enlistment and they are anxious to be disbanded at the expiration of 
this month. 

As much doubt has been expressed by the other Indians not en- 
listed, of these ever receiving pay for their services, I believe if they 
were paid off [it] would at once convince them of the integrity and 
honor of the Confederate Government and should any emergency 
hereafter arise they will more readily flock to the standard of our 
country. 

Having received special instructions from M. Leeper, Indian 
Agent, to remain at my post during his absence, I therefore forward 
these papers by Mr. John Shirley and authorize him to act for me in 
this matter. 

MUSTER ROLL OF RESERVE INDIANS MUSTERED IN- 
TO THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA UNDER 
COMMAND OF LIEUT. GEN'L H. P. JONES, 

SEPT. 9, 1861. 

Horse Bridlb&Saddle RiflbBow,etc. 



I. Pinahontsama, Sergt. 


$60. 


$5.00 


$2S. 


$5.00 


2. Pivt-ahope Corpl. 


$60.00 


$5.00 


do. 


5-00 


3. Chick-a-poo 


30.00 


5-00 


25.00 


5.00 


4. Charley Chiclcapoo 


30.00 


5.00 


25.00 


5.00 


5. Somo 


40.00 


5.00 


10.00 


5.00 


6. Boo-y-wy-sis-ka 


50.00 


5-00 


25.00 


5.00 


7. Cu-be-ra-wipo 


50.00 


5.00 


25.00 


5.00 


8. Ca-na-with 


40.00 


5^ 


25.00 


5.00 


9. A-ri-ka-pap 


55.00 


5.00 


25.00 


5.00 


[0. Pith-pa-wah 


50.00 


5-00 




5.00 


[I. Pe-ah-ko-roh 


3500 


5.00 


35.00 


5.00 
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Horse Biudlb& Saotle Rifle Bow, etc. 


12. Jim Chickapoo 


65.00 


5.00 s 


ix shcMjter 25.00 


5-00 




40.00 


5-00 




5.00 


14. To-no-kah 


80.00 


5.00 


25.00 


5.00 


15. Ath-pah 


25.00 


5.00 


Pistol #5.00 


5.00 


16. Pe-ba-rah 


30.00 


5.00 


25.00 


5.00 


17. Cur-su-ah 


45.00 


5.00 


10.00 


5.00 


18. Cow-ah-dan Sq>t.33d. 


$60. 


5-00 


15.00 


5-00 



Signed Scaled & delivered in the presence of David Seals & Dr. 
Bucket, Sept. 9, 186 1. 

Wichita Agency L. D. Feby the 9th 1862 

I certify on honor that I have received from Messrs Johnson & 
Grimes Seventeen hundred and Jifty-four rations of Beef, Flour, 
Cofiee, Sugar, Soap, and Salt for the use of my Spy Company raised 
for the protection of the Wichita Agency by authority of Commis- 
sioner A. Pike as per letter dated Augt. 30th 1861 to M. Leepcr 
Indian Agent H. P. Jones, Lt. Com'd'y. and Act'g C. of S. 

Head Quarters Dep't of Ind'n Territory, 
Fort McCulloch, 23rd April 1862. 
Spbcul Orders, No. - 

Lieut. Col. Harris, Commanding Chickasaw Battalion, will sta- 
tion four companies instead of two, of his Battalion, at Camp Mcin- 
tosh, and two only at Fort Arbuckle. He will consult with the Agent 
for the Reserve Indians, Col. Matthew Lecper, and do everything in 
his power to protect the Agency and the peaceful Indians on the Re- 
serve, pladng, if necessary his troops at or near the Agency, and con- 
trolling the unruly Indians, by force of arms, if it becomes necessary. 
By order of Brig. Gen'I Com'd'g 

Fayette Hewitt A. A. General 

[Copy] May 7, 1862. 

Hon. Comr. Indian Affairs, enclosing copies from Gen'I Pike. 

Washita Agency, L.D, May 7, 1862. 

Sir: Enclosed here\vith I have the honor to transmit for the in- 
formation of the Department the copy of a letter addressed to Gen'I 
Pike on the 13th April last, and his reply thereto; the troops promised 
by the General have not arrived nor have I any tidings from them. 

There can be no question, if the Confederate States desire to keep 
up this Agency and to continue their friendly relations with the In- 
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dians adjacent to the Reserve, that a strong garrison is necessary. 
The appearance of friendship could be maintained perhaps without 
it, but to put an entire stop to the depredations upon Texas, cannot 
be accomplished without the restraining influence of a military force ; 
a small force at all times here is necessary to enable the Agent to 
enforce the Intercourse Laws, and to expell from the Reserve, dis- 
orderly persons and idlers, hovering around the Indian Camps with- 
out any legitimate business or employment. I would further respect- 
fully suggest with all due deference to the military skill of Gen. 
Pike, that white troops would be infinitely better and far more avail- 
able in every particular than Indians. It is well known that the 
people of Texas adjacent to the Reserve have no very kind feelings 
for Indians generally, and if it should become necessary to exercise 
military authority over a Texan no matter who he is or however 
worthless he might be, if it was done by Indian soldiers, it would en- 
gender deep-rooted malice in the minds ^f very many of the Texan 
people against the troops, which, in all probability would militate 
largely against the interest of the Government. White troops have 
a greater influence upon the Indians than Indian troops would have, 
and understand more perfectly die obligations of enlisted men. 

In my letter to Gen. Pike, I gave it as an opinion that it would be 
better to either drive the Indians off, who are not located, or to re- 
quire them to settle on die Reserve. Various conversations had with 
them since that time has been the means of changing my opinion; I 
think by continuing the practice of giving them provisions and more 
supplies of presents when they visit the Agency will perhaps induce 
them to remain quiet and not disturb Texas, particularly if we pre- 
sent an array of troops sufficiently strong to chastise them in the event 
of their forfeiting their promises and acting a faithless part. To-day 
I held a Council with some of the wild chiefe, they made fair prom- 
ises, and promised to bring to the Agency on the 20th of June next, 
the other wild chiefs who have never visited this place, for the pur- 
pose of entering into a general treaty of peace, and they say they will 
use all their influence with the Kioways to restore the horses lately 
stolen from the Reserve Indians and cause those to treat likewise. If 
it should be the desire of the Government for me to have them sign 
the Treaty with such amendments or alterations as may be suggested, 
there would not be the slightest difficulty in the way, it can be accom- 
plished without any further parade or expense, except the ordinary 
supply of provision and a few small presents in the way of goods. 
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Allow me to direct the attention of the Department to the fact that 
the present Contract for furnishing rations to the Indians will expire, 
I am told, on the 16th August next, (I have never been furnished 
with a copy) and that it will be necessary in order to give satisfaction 
to the public to give at least a month's notice of the time and place, a 
new one will be let and having been informed that the next Contract 
would be let at this agency, and that the local agent would be charged 
with the duty, I deem it necessary immediately to repair to Fort Smith 
to await instructions and other necessary papers in reference to my 
official station and to receive funds for the present and to forward an 
estimate for the ensuing fiscal year. 

May 8th. 

To-day I was visited by quite a number of chiefs beloi^ng to the 
wild Comanches who have never been here before. They say they 
are desirous of making a perpetual and ever-lasting peace with the 
Southern people, the fourth of July is appointed for a general gadier- 
ing in Council of all the Chiefs and principal men belonging to the 
Comanches for the purpose of entering into a general and lasting peace 
upon the same terms and conditions which are offered those already 
settled. I appointed the 4th of July that I might have an opportunity 
in the mean time of consulting with and ascertaining the pleasure of 
the Government in reference to them. I am of the opinion that three 
or four thousand dollars worth of goods furnished upon that occasion 
and distributed to them as presents would have a beneficial effect. 

I learn from them that four white men and four Indians were 
recently killed on the Llano, Texas that the Indians were returning 
from Mexico & without knowing anything of the friendly relations 
which now exist between our people and theirs, they stopped as usual, 
stole a parcel of horses, were pursued and the killing aforementioned 
was the consequence, they assert that they will control their people 
hereafter from depredating upon Texas, and that if any of their bad 
men should cross Red River that they will give immediate notice of 
the fact that they may be overtaken and killed, and if they should 
escape notice steal horses and return they will immediately take them 
from them, deliver them to the Agent with information in reference 
to the place from which they were taken, so the owners can recover 
them again. 

With these facts submitted, I have the honor to be very respect- 
fully. Your Obedient Servant 

(Sgd.) M. Lbeper, Indian Agent, C.S.A. 
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COPY TO BRIG. GEN'L A. PIKE, APR. 13. 1862. IN REF- 
ERENCE TO THE CONDUCTING OF THE RESERVE 
COMANCHES AND WILD BANDS OF COMANCHES, AI^ 
SO REQUESTING A MILITARY FORCE TO BE STA- 
TIONED ON THE RESERVE 

Washita Agency, L.D. April 13, 1862. 
Brig. Gen'l A. Pike, Com'd'g of Indian Tcrr'y 

Sir: It becomes my duty under official instructions to keep you 
advised of the feelings and bearings of the Indians on the Reserve 
and more particularly of the wild bands adjacent to it who profess 
friendship for us. The recent friendly relations which have been 
professed on the part of the Indians and attempted to be cultivated 
on our part have produced an opposite result upon the Comanche 
Reserve Indians from that which was anticipated, boys who have been 
partly reared upon the Reserve and who hitherto have conducted 
themselves with the greatest propriety are now unruly and arc subject 
to the most unbridled passions and unheard of improprieties, they 
have destroyed pretty much all the poultry belonging to Dr. Shirley, 
have shot arrows into his milk cows, killed several of the beeves be- 
longing to the contractor. They are in the habit of shooting beeves 
full of arrows in the beef pen before they are issued, killing some 
of them and rendering others unable to be driven to the diAcrent In- 
dian encampments, this practice was repeated on yesterday in the 
presence of the chiefs, when one of the interpreters, Mr. H. P. Jones, 
admonished Buffalo Hump to check such outrages and reprove the 
boys for such improprieties, but was fiercely turned upon by the old 
Indian and abused in the most unmeasured terms, the boys then rode 
to the Agency, approached the horse lot and tme of them was just in 
the act of shooting a horse, I succeeded in preventing him from doing 
60 myself. 

Those wild fellows come in, hold war dances and scalp dances, 
speak of their agility in stealing horses and of their prowress in taking 
scalps of white men and Mexicans, and of the rapture with which 
they are received and amorous embraces of the young damsels on their 
return until the young men heretofore inclined to lead an idle but 
civil life on the Reserve are driven mad with excitement, some of 
them have left, others are going today with the wild Indians for the 
ostensible purpose I am told of depredating upon Mexico, but really, 
in my opinion upon Texas, many depredations have recently been com- 
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mitted upon that frontier, and lately an Anahdahko Indian and a 
negro belon^ng to that band crossed Red River, stole five horses, 
killed three of them and returned home on the other two, they alledge 
that it would not have taken place, but for the want of the restraining 
influence of the Chief who was absent at Fort Davis for presents 
(this is a mere subterfuge of course). 

The wild Indians are principally located within two days ride of 
this place and I suppose could muster two thousand warriors, when 
they come here they are rather impudent and insolent in their demands 
and upon one occasion threatened to force the doors of the Commis- 
sary and help themselves. A few days since three of their young men 
forcibly opened one of the doors of Dr. Shirley's house and attempted 
to enter his wife's bed chamber. They were met by the doctor at 
the door who, after a scuffle and slight altercation with one of them 
caused ^cm to desist. 

Many horses have recently been stolen from the Reserve Indians, 
tome of which are known to have been taken by the bands professing 
friendship, who promised to restore them. 

I am clearly of the opinion that thb Reserve cannot be sustained 
without a strong military force, and that it would be much better to 
require those wild fellows either to settle on the Reserve or quit the 
country, at present they appear to make it a place of convenience, to 
rest, feed and recruit themselves, on their return from a stealing ex- 
pedition, and to procure provisions and a suitable outfit, the better to 
enable them to prosecute their fiendish designs. Therefore permit me 
respectfully to solicit you to furnish at the shortest practicable period 
a strong mounted force, say one R^ment at least to be situated here 
to act in concert with the Civil Authorities in holding those Indians 
in check, preventing the forays in Texas and in regulating the affairs 
of the Reserve. I would also with due deference suggest the name 
of Col. Alexander of Sherman, as a gentleman eminently qualified 
for the service. Texas trocq>5 would be more available here at present 
than any others, for the Indians have an instinctive dread of them. 

In the event that it should become absolutely necessary in the 
absence of suitable protection to abandon the Reserve, a suggestion 
from you Jn reference to the proper course to be taken would be ac- 
ceptable, my notion is to fall back upon Red River or into Texas 
with all the Indians who are true to the South and if overtaken by 
the way, defend to the last extremity. 
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All my official correspondence I report to riie Depirtinent but 
before I could get an expression of opinion from that source, it would 
probably be too late to avail anything. I shall feel obliged for a reply 
by the messenger. Very respectfully, Your obedient servant. 

[M. Lekpbb] 
JONES •« TO PIKE 

I have the honor to inform you that the reserve Comanche Indians 
enlisted in the service of the Confederate States by your audiority of 
the 30th August 1861 were on the 9th ^ril last disbanded with the 
consent and knowledge of Col. M. Leeper indian agent The reason 
for so doing was that latterly they would not remain at tbeir encamp- 
ment and ibeir horses were never at hand when wanted. 

JONES »" TO PIKE 

The Indians placed in my charge by your order for the protection 
of this agency finally proved un«)ntrollable and utterly useless, and 
were therefore with the knowledge and consent of the Agent dis- 
charged on the 13th of April last. . . 

[On the nth of August, 1S62, Agent S. G. CoUey transmitted to 
Dole from Fort I-Amed two documoits.'** one of which he thought 
reflected upon the loyalty or honesty of Capt Whittenhall, formerly 
commanding at Fort Lamed.] 

(A) I have this day received of Lone Wolf a chief Ktowas a 

paper from Albert Pike of the so-called S.C. which I will give to him 

again and another to the said Albert Pike after the Indian agent shall 

distribute the goods to the Indians. 

D. S. Whittenhall, Capt Com'd'g Post 
July 22, 1862 

[Endorsement] A true copy. 

J. H. Leavbnworth, Col. and Reg't C.V. 

(B) Wichita Agency L.D., May 31st, 1862. 
The bearer E-sa-sem-mus Kiowa Chief has visited and promised 

on the part of their tribe to be friendly with the people of Taos and 
•»* H. P. JooM, liu lieutenint-comnwoding to Brigidier-goneril A. Pike. 

commandiog Indian Territory, dated Waihiti Agency L.D., Miy S, 1861. 
W» H. P. Jooet to Pike, dated Washita Agency, May 8, itSx. 
••• Indian Office, Land Files, Ufptr Arkamat, '8ss-iS^, C1749. 
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ouradves it is hoped that so long as they carry out that promise they 
will be treated kindly. M. Leepbr, Ind. Agt. C.S.A. 

per C. A. ZtCHEL 
[Endonemcnt] A true copy. 

J. H. Leavenworth Col. and Reg't C.V. 

LEEPER TO PIKE 

Washita Agency, L.D., June 26, 1S62. 
Brig. Gbn'l A. Pike, Com'd'y Ind. Terr'y and Act'e Superintendent. 

Sir: Being desirous of keeping you advised of all my official oper- 
ations, enclosed herewith you will please find a copy of requests made 
by Capts. Hart & James. I found those officers courteous and 
prompt, and manifesting an unreserved degree of willingness to aid 
me in carrying out the designs of the Confederate States of America 
in sustaining the Reserve and giving satisfaction to the Indians located 
thereon. 

I learn that an annual festival or dance of the Kioways and the 
wild Comanche bands is expected to be held about this time, which 
may detain them beyond the 4th of July, and with a view to have 
reliable information in reference to the matter and ascertain the pre- 
cise time they may be expected here, three or four days since I dis- 
patched To-sha-hua and Finahontsama to visit their encampments 
for the purpose; they will return in about six days. Upon the arrival 
of the Kioway Chiefs here, I shall have your excellent address care- 
fully interpreted to them and get diem to sign the Treaty. If it 
should be your pleasure they should do so, I apprehend that I can 
take all the Comanche Chiefs and the Kioway Chiefs to your Head 
Quarters, which I will cheerfully do, in that event however the? 
would naturally expect in addition to their daily supply of food a few 
presents in the way of clothing and tobacco. 

The present fiscal year is now within a few days of being closed, 
die employees on the Reserve and the trader from whom small pres- 
ents have been purchased for die Indians are unpaid, no funds have 
been furnished for die purpose except fifteen hundred dollars which 
was handed me by the late Superintendent and was in part used in 
liquidation of my own Salary and the remainder, say six or seven 
hundred dollars, in the payment of employees, for die want of funds 
I have been unaUe to dose my account, they will all be ready, how* 
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ever, on the first of July, and if you should be in possession of fundi 
for the purpose, after the anticipated meeting of the Indians here, if 
it should meet your approbation, I will take the tccounts to your 
Head Quarters and submit them to your inspection in order that 
they may be dosed, provided it is inconvenient for you to transmit 
the money to me. 

I desire to call your attention particularly to the fact that the 
present Contract for supplying the Indians with radons on the Reserve 
will terminate t am told (I have never been favored with a copy) on 
the 1 6th of August next, and it therefore would seem proper that a 
new contract should be let in time for the Contractor to have his 
supplies in readiness for delivery at that time, and it is but justice 
to Mr. Chas. B. Johnson, the present Contractor to s*s that he has 
complied with his Contract to the entire satisfaction of all concerned, 
kept ample supplies at all times on hand, and disposed to be pleasant 
and obliging not only to the Indians, but to all other persons widi 
whom he has had business to transact. 

When the Kioways arrive I apprehend they will have many hones 
and mules in their possession which will be identiiied by the Tens 
people here as the property of people living in Texas; the friendly 
relations and recent social intercourse of these Indians with lltCBe 
of the wild bands has been the cause of introducing here several 
horses and mules of that description already. My original instruc- 
tions under the United States Government was to take possession 
of all such pn^rty and have them delivered to their proper owners, 
but if a course of that kind was now pursued it would at once defeat 
the Treaty with the wild bands and cause them to recommence their 
depredations with increased violence and renewed vigor. The lOth 
Article of the recent Treaty reads thus: 

It i* diidnctly undcntood hj ihe *iid (our baods of the Ne^un, the 
Ststt of Tczu ii one of the Confederate Stitet, and joins in thit Coo- 
veolioD, and ligoi it when the Coimnisuoacr sigm it, and is bound bj 
h; and that all hottilitiet and eninitici between it and them arc now 
ended, and are to be forgotten and for^ven forever on both tide*. 
Also the 19th Article commencing at the 15th line reads thus: 
And the tunc thingi in all respects are ilw hereby offered to the Kio- 
way* «nd agreed to be given them, if they will *ettlc in *aid Country, 
■tone for the murder* and robberie* they have Ittely commitied and 
show a reaolution to lead an honeM life ; to which end the Confederate 
State* tend the KiowtTi with tbii talk, Ihe wampum of peace and the 
bullet of war, for them to take their choice, now and for all time to come. 
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But the Treaty is silent in reference to the manner in which the 
owners of property lost in that manner are to be ronunerated. 

In a consultation which I held with Capts Hart and James we 
determined to take proof in reference to the ownership of the prop- 
erty, place a fair valuation upon it and submit it to the Confederal 
Government for their approbation, approval, and allowance, pro- 
vided, however, that it should meet your approbation in the first place. 

A short time since a delegation from all the tribes here except the 
Tonkahwas and Comanches visited the Kioways to obtain from them 
their hoises which were stolen by the Kioways, one of the Waco 
Chiefs has returned and says they delivered to him ten of the stolen 
horses, were disposed to be friendly and said all of them should be 
given up, but after he left a Wichita stole from the Kioways twenty- 
one horses and a Caddo four and have brought them to the Reserve. 
I held a consultation with the Qiiefs in reference to the matter in 
which it was determined that the hoises should be taken from those 
who stole them and returned to the Kioways immediately after the 
return of the Wichita Chief Lo-sa-di-wah, who will report the facts 
as they are. 

In all my official relations I have avoided, as far as possible, in- 
curring useless or unnecessary expenses, and now the troubled condi- 
tion of the country would seem to render it doubly necessary, allow 
me therefore to suggest that the office of Commissiaiy is a sinecure, 
a useless expenditure of public money to die Government and an in- 
jury to the public service, it has never been allowed before at an 
Agency where an agent could be present and witness the issues him- 
self, the Interpreters necessarily have to be present, and heretofore 
have witnessed the issues, the Commissary merely being an impartial 
weigher between the Contractor and the Indians which can be done 
just as well by one of the Interpreters without incurring any addi- 
tional expense to the Government. 

One of the greatest injuries which I have met with during a term 
of more than five years service, has been experienced from officious 
meddlers, idlers and tale-bearers who are apt to hover round Indian 
encampments, and I have never found one more so than the present 
Commissary. J. J. Sturm who spends the principal part of his time 
at the Indian encampments pretends to know more than anyone else, 
palpably n^lects the instructions given him and has produced more 
disquiet on the Reserve than has been produced from all other causes, 
he would have been suspended and reported long since, but I was ap- 
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prehensive that it mi's^t be supposed that I was actuated from vin- 
dictive feelings towards him on account of an injury which he at- 
tempted to inflict upon me. At the close of the present Contract if 
you should deem it necessary to continue such an office, I hope a more 
suitahle man will be appointed. 

At the dose of the present fiscal year I shall report in detail every- 
thing connected with the Reserve and the Indians thereon, the ex- 
penses thereof and the reasons and necessities for so doing. I am sir, 
Very respectfully, Your oht servant. [M. Lbbpbr] 

LEEPER TO PIKE 

Copy to Brig. Gen'l Albert Pike, Acting Supt, Comr., Etc, in refer- 
ence to making a treaty with the Kioway Indians and the signing 
of the amendments of Congress. 

Washita Aoencv, L.D., July ii, 1862. 
Brig. Gsn'l Albert Pikb, tt Act'g Superintendent, Commisstoner, 
etc, 

Sir: In compliance with your instructions and authority, I have 
this day entered into Treaty stipulations with the Kioway Indians 
and all the wild Comanche bands with the exceptiiHi of the Kua-ba- 
ra-tet-sa-co-no who inhabit the western portion of the "Staked Plains," 
and with those I am negotiating and ^all probably conclude a treaty 
of peace in September or October next. Those who treated in August 
last have also signed and adopted amendments of Congress. 

They retired well satisfied with themselves, and with the aaion of 
the Confederate Government, consequently peace and quietness may 
be expected to prevail in future upon Ae frontier of Texas, provided, 
however, that a band of fugitives from the various clans who have 
congregated on the Pecos, numbering it is said one hundred and lifty 
or two hundred, governed by no law and disposed to spread desolation 
wherever they go, are destroyed or our troops can receive aid from the 
bands who have treated in hunting down and destroying those "fel> 
lows". I am sir, Very respectfully, Your obt ser't 

[M. Lbeper] Ind. Agency, C.Sj\. 

NOTICE 

As Agent and Acting Commissioner on die part of the Confederate 
States of America, I have entered into Solemn Treaty stipulations of 
perpetual friendship and peace with the Kioway Indians and wild 
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bands of Comancbo except the Kna-ha>ra-tet-s3-a>-no whoee habita- 
tions are on the Western extremity of the "Staked Plains" and with 
those I am negotiating and will probably conclude a treaty some time 
in September next. 

Therefore perfect peace and quietness may soon be expected to 
prevail on the Texas frontier. 

In order to convince the Indians of our sincerity and punctuality, 
it is necessary to comply strictly with the Treaty, and to do that, the 
Government expects me to employ four or live farmers and twenty 
laborers which 1 desire ta do; farmers with families would be pre- 
ferred, to whom fifty dollars per month and rations will be given, and 
to laborers twenty-five dollars per month and rations, negro men 
would be preferred. 

At present there is not the slightest danger there, the agency is 
one of the most quiet and peaceful places within the limits of the 
Confederate Government. 

Apply to the imdersigned who will remain a few days in Sherman 
and afterward at the Washita Agency. 
July 2ist 1862. 

LEEPER [?] TO PARKS 

Sherman, Texas, July 28th, 186a. 
Mr. Robert W. Parks, 

Sir, - Enclosed you will please find the copy of a letter of instruc- 
tions to me from Gen'l Pike the Acting Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs (addressed to you) in reference to fifteen thousand dollars 
appropriated by the Government to purchase farming utensils, oxen, 
ws^ns and stock animals for Indians located on the Washita Reserve, 
which fund was handed to you. The direction of the expenditures 
of the fund legitimately belongs to the local Agent who is alone sup- 
posed to know the amount and description of articles necessary to be 
purchased for the Indians, hence Gcn'l Pike's letter. Before making 
any of the purchases indicated it would be well to see me in order to 
ascertain the amount and description required, the Indians already 
have been furnished with a few wagons, oxen and farming utensils, 
in fact in reference to fanning implements they are well enough sup- 
plied with the exception of weeding hoes and axes; and in reference 
to the stock animals to be purchased I would like to have a distinct 
understanding with regard to the quality and the price; a responsible 
gentleman wbcnn I met here is willing to furnish cows and calves, 
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the C0W8 not to exceed six years old delivered at the agency at sixteen 
dollars ; therefore I should be unwilling to receive on the part of the 
Government animals of that description at a hi^er price in the ab- 
sence of positive instructions M that effect; the quantity also to be 
purchased is an important item. 

If you will take the trouble to visit the Agency, I will give you an 
exact description of the articles necessary to be purchased and will 
give you the preference as a ctHitractor for furnishing the same. 

A copy of this letter will be furnished the Acting Superintendent 
Gen'I Pike, and the Department. Very respectfully, Your obt sevt. 

[M. Lebpbr] 

Wash., Ark., Aug. 19, 1862. 

Colonel: I have forwarded you letters to the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs. Having resigned and been deprived of command in 
the Indian Country, I am also relieved of duty as Acting Superin- 
tendent, for which crowning mercy, God be thanked. 

Mr. Parks returrted on receiving your letter and refunded me 
$15,000 placed in his hands, except $200, paid for a mowing ma- 
chine. I have deposited the residue, with all other Indian moneys, 
(Coin and paper), in a safe place, and so advised the Commissioner. 
As soon as a new Superintendent is appointed, I hope to get rid of 
it all. 

If you had written me, before, what you write now, in regard to 
McKusken[?], you would not have had to complain that I frustrated 
your efforts. You sent him to me it is true, but with no such charges, 
and consequently left me bound to pay him off. I had employed him, 
and no showing was made to me that he did not deserve his pay. I 
hear the charges now for the first time. 

As to the com at Cobb, I think you are misinformed. When I 
returned there last fall I found it difficult to get a small quantity, 
because the officer in Command said they needed it all ; although the 
troops were on the point of leaving. I know it had been so wasted 
that there was not mudi left and what war left, you needed, as you 
had none. I wonder you did not send your wagons and get it, as 
soon as the troops left, if there was any remaining, and account for it. 

I vtat sorry to hear that you had made unkind remarks in regard 
to myself, and diou^ j^>parently my friend, were secretly my enemy - 
and I am truly gjad to receive your flat contradiction. I have never 
bad any unkind feelings towards you, and was glad to believe after 
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meeting you this Summer, that you had none towards me. For any 
imputations against yourself in your oEEcial capacity, you are indebted 
in chief measure to Major Rector who made them openly, anywhere, 
and in the presence of many. What Mr. Sturm said was not said 
willin^y, but drawn from him. He showed a great disinclination to 
say anything against you. 

Believe me, I would now, as always for years past, rather serve 
than injure you. And I sincerely hope our friendly relations may 
continue. I expect to settle not far from you and will always gladly 
aid in cultivating friendship with the Indians and enabling you to 
succeed with them. I am very truly yours Albbkt Pike 

Col. M. Leeper CS. Agent Etc 

DESHLER '« TO LEEPER 

Gen. Holmes in reply to your letter of 17th inst. just received, 
instructs me to say, that Gen. Hindman is going to take command 
of all the tnxqs in the Indian country, he starts in a day or two. 
Od. W. P. Lane's R^t has been ordered to Fort Arbuckle. The 
gen. com'd'g thinks these measures will be sufficient to insure quiet 
in your region, but instructs me to say that if he knew of any avail- 
able force in Texas he would have no objection to sending 5 or 6 
Companies to you, but there are no troops available odier than Col. 
Lane's Reg't already ordered to Arbudite. 



" Jaroct Dethler to Lcep«r, dated Link Rock, Sept 18, ttta. 
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I. GENERAL ACCOUNT OF DOCUMENTARY SOURCES. 

The material for ibis book has been drawn almost entirely from 
documentary sources and, in a very large measure, from unpublished 
documentary sources; namely, the manuscript records of the United 
States Indian Office. Those records to-day arc in a very disorganized 
state, largely due to change of system and to the many removals to 
which they have been subjected within the last few years. At the 
time when they were examined for the purposes of the present work, 
such of them as were not included in RegUtm, Letter Booh, and 
Report Boots were classified as LaaJ Files, General Files, Special 
Files, Emigration Files, Miscellaneous Files, Star Filet, and the like, 
the basis of classification being, convenience in the current and routine 
work of the office. The individual files were arranged according 
to tribe, agency, or superintendency and every incoming letter had 
its own file mark. It had a letter to designate the transmitter, that 
letter being the initial of the transmitter's surname or of the office 
he represented, and it had a number to indicate its rank in a series, 
all the p^>ers of which bore the same initial letter and had been 
received in the same given year. Finally, it was rated as belonging 
to a particular tribe, agency, or superintendency and to a particular 
file. 

In the autumn of 1911, an attempt was made to omsolidate the 
old Land and General Filet with the result that now they are no 
longer distinct from each other; but it has seemed best not to change 
the reference in the citations. The year, the letter, and the number 
are permanent indices and, with them at hand, there oti^t to be no 
difficulty in the locating of a paper, except for the fact that nearly 
everything in the United States Indian Office seems, just now, rather 
transitory and chaotic Had the inaugural ball for 1913 not been 
dispensed with, the plan was, to use the records as the base for the 
band-stand, a decidedly interesting reflection, one must admit, upcm 
the popular notion of the value of the national archives. 

Among the manuscripts used in the preparation of the present 
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work, were two coUectJons of papers that came into the United States 
Indian Office out of the regular coune of its official business. In the 
citations, oae is noted as Leeper Papers, and the other as Fori Smith 
Papers. Their history, since diey came into rtic Indian Office, proves 
how ui^cnt is the need for a Hall of Records. Inasmuch as these 
p^xrs were not required for the every-day business of the office, they 
were packed away, years and years ago, along widi a lot of other 
commercially useless papers, in huge boxes and stored in the attic of 
the old Post-office Building. There they were left to be fM-gotten. 
In the course of time, the Office of Indian Afbiis was moved from 
the old Post-office Building to the Pension Building; but the packing- 
boxes in the attic were inadvertently left behind. One day, however, 
the writer discovered that papers, found at the Wichita Agency at 
the time Agent Leeper was killed, October, 1862, had really come 
into the Indian OfEce; but die quesdiMi was, where were they? A 
search hi^ and low was totally without success until it developed 
that the packing-boxes in the attic were supposed to contain "useless" 
papers and were still in the old Post-office Building. Permission was 
obtained to have them examined and, for this purpose, they were 
transferred to the Pension Building. Among dieir contents was 
found a number of interesting and valuable documents which very 
likely would soon have been lost forever, destroyed by the Gener^ 
L«nd Office because abandoned by the Indian. The contents included, 
beudes the Leeper Papers for which the search had been especially 
conducted, letter-books of Michigan territorial governors, fUe-bcnes 
of al! sorts, and a mass of Confederate stuff, brougjit from Fort Smidi. 
The last-named proved a veritable mine of wealth. It comprised 
the occasional correspondence of Cooper, Cowart, Crawford, Drew, 
Dean, Rector, Pike, and many others whose official life had brought 
them into contact with the Indians. It was all very suggestive and 
remunerative. 

To supplement the manuscripts an exhaustive search of the Officitd 
Records of the War of the Rebettion has been made and with good 
results. It is a pity that the material in the Officuil Records is so 
badly arranged and so much of it duplicated and often triplicated. 
Had it been better edited and better indexed, the danger of over- 
looking important documents would have been minimized a hundred- 
fold. The volumes found particularly useful for Indian participation 
in the Civil War were the following: 
First Series, vols, i; iiij iv; viii; ix; ziii; xxii, parts i and a; 
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xxvi, parts 1 and 2;xxxiv, puts i, 2, and 3; xli, parts I, 3, 3, and 4; 
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Fourth Series, vols. 1; ii; iii. 
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nation*, IS tt teg; from Arfcanta*, 

108, faatnaU 
Concha rta: 133 
Confederate Contract: for supplying 

Indian* of Leaaed Dittrict, 301-303, 

347> SSa 
Camfedmar Militdrj Hitlary: work 

cited, 103, faatnaU 
Cangrettianal Gtah*: work cited, $%, 

faatnatt 
Connelley, W. E: work cited, 34, faot- 

**''> 49t faatnatt 
Connor, John: 544 

Coolcy, D. N: 5$, faatnatt, 134, faat- 
naU, »t 
Cooper, Dougia* H: dtiien of Mia- 

rarippi, 41; feat* abolitioolzatiao 

of Indian coantTy, 41; tend* note 
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to SuperiniendciH Dean, 44; lan- 
guine M to llmTKy condition* 
■moog InduuH^ 45 ; virvey of Leu- 
ed Diatrict, 5] ; Chcwtsw Coin Coo- 
traa, 57, f»»tn»U', bccomw cokoel 
In Caafediratc t-raij, 76; t^nwut 
of CbocUwi to be uoder oiniMnd 
o& 77, 107; ibMOt fnm poat, >i 
and footntU; appuentlr diMp- 
pfovM of Texan inUrfertnce, 96; 
recviTCi ws^aQOfia fnm Rector^ 
io6>ia7, ftotnoU, 1I7; uHtrocdofM 
tD^ 147, f»»tn*U; defectHW ol, lU- 
1I7; aikcd 10 ooadaaa ta agent, 
I90,f»otnolt; wiabc* ID be agent 
and adoDcl, 197, fttlwoU, aia, /Mf- 
iH/«; report coDceming Indian eo- 
UMmcnt, an ; in battle witb Opoc- 
tUcrobola, 154 ti ttq., |ii: oocn- 
plaini of not having aiofe whib 
ireop«k ato 
Cooper, Samuel: jj, foolmvU, 147 
Cora Cmtract: tee Cioitrnm Cvrn 

Cttrmrl 
Council: Cherokee, in MMion at Table- 
quah, jo^ ftottnU; Choctaw at 
Doakirille, 77; compotition of 
Doakniltc, 77; at foR Smith, n6- 
S37, 341; at Tahtequah, 137 rt itq^ 
340; Coffin holdi^ witb rcpreaenta- 
drei of noo-aeccMioa element of 
Tarioiii tribea, 167; Agent JtrfuNon 
holdi, with Delaware cbie&^ 37a, 
f«otm»U; Indian refvgeea bold, at 
Fort Roe, 37I, ftttmttt; Creek, de- 
mandi pajmenl of monej', 189 ; Co- 
wart reporta rumor of Cberokee^ 
194; Cherokee, w meet, 396; of 
each tribe n» connder amendmenta 
to treaties J13; Leeper hold* with 
Indiana of Leaaed Dittrict, S4(; Co- 
manche* propoae, to effect ercrlaat- 
ing peace with Souibera people, 
347; Me alio Inter-tribal Conftr- 

Covodc, Jdm: 976 

Corode Coounittee: 4$, fooln*tt 

Cowart, Robert J: 46, la and footmU, 



(9, f»»tnoU, 114 and ftotmtU, 1S4, 
'90* a9S. a9! 

Cowetah: 69, f»otmaU 

Cox. John T: 261, fotUalt 

Crawfortl, John: 1I3, f»otu»U, 184- 
1S5, and /sefaalfx, 190^ f»*tmU, 
at5, fvtwaU, ii£, ail, 119, faolmoU,. 
aao, aaj, 29!, 335 

Creek Coontiy: Seminolei acconmo- 
dated within, jo; propoaal for giv- 
ing MUtfaero Comanche* borne with- 
in, 51 and faotwait; propo**! to el- 
lot lands in aeTeralty, 5I 

Creek Light Hone: aig, footntU 

Creek National Council : rejecta pro- 
poaal for alloanenl of land* In aer- 
eral^, 5>, fotlnttt; approve* draft 
of treatf widi C.8A, 194 

Creek Treatr: 137 and /sefnolr; Dole 
ignorant of eziflence, 157, ftotmU; 
dedam allegiance to C.S^ 159, 
fa^fMle; coMaiiu guarantee of an* 
tooomj, 159. foQlmU; contain* 
promiae of repre*ent*ticHi In Con- 
gre**, 159, fattrntU; model on nib- 
ject of recognizing *IaveT7, it&-iS7 ; 
extradition, 173; oegotiatioa of, 
193-195; conaideied bj Provincial 
Congre**, 306; dau*e* providing 
for active alliance, iia 

Creek*: from Georgia and Alabama, 
19-30; a**i*t in Seminde removal, 
ao, fettiteU; mixture witb negroei, 
aok footntU, 3), f»ot*»ttx atatu* of 
free negro among, 33, f»QtHBU; 
Preibrlrrian* among; 40; deairaUe 
to have ilavehotderf aettle among; 
43; repent giving home to Scmin- 
de*, ji; location, 67; repreaenta- 
tive* at tnter-tribal ooundl, 71 ; via- 
i*ted b)r commiaiionen from Texa% 
9a; in council witb Cherokee*, Sem- 
inole*, Quapawi, and Sac*, 94 

Crime: unjuill]' charged againat mi*> 
■iooarie*, 47; charged againit Re- 
lerve lodiani^ 5a 

Cratchfield, Major P. T: iti 

Cnlberlian, Alexander: aio^ faotimU 
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Cmnberltod PmbTteriwis: ^i, foot- 

Cartii, GcD. S. R: 138, footnoU 
Coibing, Caleb: opioioa u tnoTOtj- 

gcneril, aa 
Cutler, Abrim: 329, footaeir 
Cutler, George A: 1S4, fo9tmt*, 349, 

foetnaU, 359, fottmtt, i66 

Datis, Jimitsoii: ioBuence* CuihloK, 
11; write* to Worcrster, 13, /aal- 
nolt; Dominitei Hubbard Conmiit- 
uooer of Indian ASain, lag; ap- 
[xrinti Pike ipccial oormuMioiicr to 
lodiaiH^ i)o; idcmiec, mm; Mar- 
aball writct to^ 107 

Davit, John B: 13, footnott 

Davit, John D: 199, f»olm*tt 

Davit, William P: 199, foatmeU 

Dawton, J. L: 193, JMttMtt 

Dean, Cfaarlet W: 43; work cited, 35, 
footnott, 60, loatmit 

Dcbray, X. B: 109, feelnott 

Decotah: Miggcitcd territoiy of, ]i, 
ftMtnott 

Deep Fork of Camdlao: 154 

Delaware*; fram Indiana, 19; tany in 
Minouri, 19, ftotnott; free ttate 
men amoDft jj; anziou* to avoid 
white man'a interference, 3$, /eef- 
noW, Bapdtt idiool on rcMrvation, 
JS; a* refugee^ $6, ftolmU; Lee- 
per to communicate with, tSi, /ee^ 
nott; Pike hope* to meet, 189, foot- 
nott; wcaldi, aoS, footnoU; treaijr 
with, aji, footnolt ; employed at 
tcontt, iia; appeal to, 96S; mponie 
of, aSS; and Shiwoeet attach 
Wichita Ageocjr and kill L^per, 
jag, foolnott 

Delegate*: five great tribes thould 
have, in Cofigrets, ji, faotmU; 
Pike BCDt as, IJ1-I3]; to be allowed 
in Confederate Congren, 159, 161, 
177, 103, sen, 334; Creek, on way 
to Watbington, 245; Gamble to 
Confederate Congrtt*, 31a 

Delegation: Choctaw and Chida- 



*aw, give* aiMirance to Indian Of- 
fice of nentrality, 74 and faetnate, 
75; from Don-aecetilon element in 
variou* tribea, afi5-afi6 and foolnate, 
afi7 and faalnaU; from leaaed Dis- 
trict vi»it» Kiowai, 3JJ 

Denton; exodo* from, gj 

Denver, J. W: 370 

Dertyaaw, Jacob; 69, faatnoU, 194, 
318, footmalt 

DItley, M. C: 109, foolnoU 

DickiDMin, J. C: 50^ foolnotr, 396 

Diplomacy: med to effect Indian al- 
liance, 17; and intrigue to effect 
Seminole removal from Florida, ao, 
foatnaU 

Dittrict of Columbia : itatui of daveiy 

DiMinioa; Pike't poem on, 133 and 

Doakiville; 39, foafnatt; Choctaw 
craatinition, 51 ; Council at, 77 

Dole, William P; 5C, faatmie, 74, 
foatmle, 75, So, aji and faatnote, 
»J3, Mi-M*. *SO. ««. «7«. a7J. "7* 

Dom, Andrew J: 301 faalmaU; take* 
charge of Neo*ho Agency, 35, faal- 
note, 51; absent from pott, S3; cit- 
izen of Aikantt*, Sa, footnoU; telb 
Neotho River Agency Indians to at- 
tend Tahlequab meeting, 141 ; letter 
of, 195; Rector complain* of coo> 
duct of, jsS 

Dred Scott Deciiion; effect upon In- 
dian iptercsti, 19 

Drew, John: 137, footnate, 314, faat' 
natt, 317, 336, 3S3, faatnale, 35; 

Drew, Tboma*: work cited, 30, fool- 
noU; inuei permit! to peddle in 
Indian country, 60 

Drouth; 57, 146, loS 

Du Val, Ben T: 104, footnoU 

Dwight: Cherokee achool at, 39, faol- 

EcHO Harjo: 58, footnatt, 80, faatnale, 

191, 19J, 143 
Edwards, Jrim: 7S 
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Elder, Peter P: St, fMimtU 

Elk Horn TiTem: battle of, ijl, f»»t- 

EIlw. Jo: M4 

Emigrition; of iDdiuu volnntaiy, 19, 

footMtt 
EmiMiriei: gj, 18, I9, fottntlw, tij et 

Itq., 114, f«*tnole, iij, footntte, 13a, 

141, 14S, foatnoU, 1I3, sol, aio, 

fcctnott, 3ig, ftotHoU, 319, fpotmlf, 

H» 
Enioi7, William H: 96-ias, 9S, /oof- 

EnliitfMDe of IndiuM: Pike faror^ 

ija; McCnIloch itutnietcd to te- 

cure, 144, 147; no iotentioa of Con- 

federacf to lue a« Home Guaida 

ocluuvelj, I4i ; Pike object! to vat 

outaide of lodiao countir, 149; Hy- 

ania utgei, ijj; Chief Hudton au- 
thorize*, amoDg Choctawi, 156; 

Federal attitude towarde, 137 *l 

Mtq.; oitnputioiy, illegal, aaS, /oaf- 

m«U; Lane reaolTca upon, 119-ajo 

and f*«tn»Ui\ Frimoat favon, 3]t- 

aja; Delaware chiefi oppoM, aja; 

Lane peraiata in urging; a4>; urged 

bj Hunter, 350; to be reaoited to by 

Federali in invading Indian Terri- 
tory, 370-371 Bitd footmoUt, tjt, 

ftotnttt; U.S. War Depanment re- 

Tenea aetioo r eapec ti ng, 375, 379 

and fooinota; Coffin** viewBoa, 177, 

faotnele; muater roll ihowing, 344; 

among Comenchei abandoned, 350 
Eucheea; ja 

FAcnotn: among Cberokeci, 49-501 

iji tl ttg^ 3IJ, 333, 340; am<mg 

Creeki, 193-194, 334; among Sem- 

inolea, 198-199; among Comanefaea, 

306 
Fairfield: Cherokee tchool at, 39, /»»(- 

Fall Leaf; 331, fttlnoU, 333 and foot- 

nolei, 333, foottMte 
Farotwotth, H. W: 339, footaoU, 373 
Fayetteville: 67, ftotnote, 184, 3101 33! 



Female aemituriea: Indian girb at- 
tend, 67, footMtU 

Fioch, Jc^: 301 fo»fmU 

Fioley, C, A; 370 

Kahback, William Meade: 104, fear- 
Fleming, Walter L: work dted, 108, 
feelmote 

Floyd, JobnB: jj, 395 

Folaom, George: 33, fool*»lt 

Folaom, larael : 74 

Foltmn, Joaeph P: 77 

PoiMm, Peter: 74, 76, 196 

Folaom, Sampaon: 41, foelmU, 76, 196 

Food: Indian refngeea need, 360; to 
deRinUe Ddawarea from Cherokee 
oountiy, 368, ftetnete; Creek refn- 
geea deatitute of, 37), fo«tmtt, 37S, 
foolmU; nippcaed fraudulent char- 
acter of cootract for aupplying, 38s- 
389; Confederate ctwtract with 
Charlea B. Johnaoo for aupplying; 
301-303 ; for Comaodie*, 313; to be 
fnmlahed Indian* in council conaid- 
ering amendmenta to treaiie*, jaj; 
receipt ftM', fumiibed, 34.5 

Port Arbuckle: 54, I7, fwlmtt, 97, 
■)5, fMbufe, 30I, fottnott, 397, 303, 
I4S. 157 

Fort Belknap: 88, fottMtt 

Fort Caleb; 395 

Port Cobb: S3, fttOmvU, 84, footmvU, 
9C 97, 98 and foofnott, 189, f—f- 
note, 396, SS3, $st 

Fort Coffee Academy: 40^ footaoU 

Fort DaTii: 349 

Port Gibion: abandoned a* militaiy 
poet, 53; Major Emoir and, 104; 
diaiaiKe from Fort Smith, log; Pike 
retuniato, 137, featmie; AmiMnHig 
to meet emigrating Crceki at, 193, 
feetnote; Cooper draw* oS in direc- 
tion of, 3i<; money at, 33$ 

Fort Leavenworth: 88, fatlnote, 103, 
3oS, foatnott, 3ji, 359, 3fi6, 357, 370 

Fort Lincoln: 339, footnote, ajo, 343 

Fort McCulIoch: 139, footnote, 384 

Fort Randall; 337, footnote 
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Fort Roe: ajg md feehnU, 175, /ftof- 
noU, 177, fatl»»tt 

Fort Scon: 149, fotlntlt, »6t 

Fort Smith: headqutmen of wuthern 
■uperiDteDdeney, 64; evacuated, 76; 
W. G. Coffin faile to itadi, li, /aot- 
aete; Emoiy rcadiea, 97; Enwiy 
tanie* at, 99; hot-bed of aectioiial- 
itn^ loj; diuance from Fort Gib- 
■Mi, 108 ; J. J. Gainea reacbea, 11 j ; 
Pike pracecdf to, ijl, ftatnaW, 
McCulloeh at, 150; talk of caofi»- 
eating Rcctor'a piapertj' ut, ila, 
foatn«U; diatancc f(«m Scnilyvilla, 
an ; fire at, igl 

Fort Smith Couodl ; 19a, f»tl*»U, aai- 
M7, 34.1 

F*Tt Smth Papen: cited, 41, ftolmte, 
4], foolnoU, 50, foot»»U, 104, f»el- 
MoU, 197, ftttHOU, I9>, /MAMfr, 

a!s-3a> 
Fort Smith Timtt: cited, 47. fottnoU 
Fort Sumter: iit 
Fort TowKn: ^o, footnttt 
Fort Wathitt: 77, 91, 96, 1(9, foot- 

note, 197, JO} 
Fort Wiie: aio, foolmttt 
ForO'-DiDera: covet land in Indian 

countrr. al 
Fraudi: William Walker, head chief 

of Wirandoit, takea part in Kanaat 

election, aa, fattuat* 
Fraiier, Jackiaa; 41, fattnott 
Free ncgraci: •tttua ainoag Creeka and 
. ScmiDolea, aj, faotnalt; tmoug Choc- 

tawt, a4, foatmale\ Leawd Diatrkt 

rendeiTOua for, 56-57 
Free-aoiler*: 4.5, 46, 113 
Frec-itaie expaniton: charge that Cal- 
houn intended to pnveDt, jo 
Free-ttate men: iDtrenched among 

Delaware* north of Kaniaa River, 

35 
Frjfnont, John C: 314, faatmott, 915, 

faatuate, ajt, asa, aji, faatnttr, a4>, 

3" 
Frontier: action along MiMODii-Ar- 

kantaa in Civil War, 17; duractet 



of men of, 114; lodiant exphntcd 
for take of men of, 170; trouble 00, 
to be expected, 1S3, fatlnaU 

Frozen Rock: 55 

Furtive Slave Law: operative within 
Indian oouniiy, aa, 1(6, 17S 

GAiNEa, J. J: It], 115, faatnaU, 116 
Gamble, Jamet: 41, faotnatt, 54, faat' 

nate, 197, 31a 
Garland, Samuel: 74, 76 
Garrett, William H: 58, fo9tnoU, Sa, 

and faatMBit, 183, 184, 193, 194, aia, 

faalnttt, 334 
Gewgia: Creeka and ChenAect from, 

ao, 19], fnlnate; D. E. Twigga 

from, 87 
Grajtoa : exodua from, 95 
Green, J. J: loj, faalnatt 
Greenwood, A. B: 36, faatmlt, 4$, 

faatmU, 46, 48, iij, 193, 109, faal- 

natt, a9i, a9a, 394 
"Grier letter": 39, faatmlf 
Griffith, Samuel: 119, 18a, featntit, 

183-184 
Grimea, Maiahal: 56, faatnatt, yf, 

faatnolt, 98, faatnatt, Ji£, ]S7 

HAsnnowN (Md.) : Quantrill, native 
of, 48 

Half-breed*: ttatn* o( 33, favtnat*; 
generally ilaveholdera, 4£; influence 
aougbl in holding Indian counttjr 
for Sooth, C7; planter daaa in In- 
dian TerritDrjr, 67, 7J ; white men 
and Choctaw, hold teceiHon meet- 
bg, 77; nuiuonarica fear, 78; 
hated by "tagral" Cberokcea, 139, 
faatnatt ; attempt to force fuU-btoodt 
into alliance with Cotifedcracy, ai£ 

Ralledc, Henry W; 315, faatmlt, ajs 

Hamilton, Charle* A: appointed com- 
miwoner, SS; report, 91 

Harris C. A: 193, faatnatt 

Hani*, Cynis: 41, faatnatt, 69, fatl- 
natt, 80, faatnatt', viiited hj catOr 
mianoner* fnoi Tesai, 91 

Barria, Thomaa A: 130 
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HamwKi, JuDM E; appoioted com- 
nuMMDer, It ; report, 91 ; referred 
to by GOTCroor Clufc, iji, ftttnalt 

Helena (Art.) : 104 

Hemphilt, John: loo^ foatntU 

Hetter, G. B: 130, fottmoi* 

Hicki, Charlet: 137, ftolnoU 

Bindnuui, TboDu* C: 4S, fnnlntU, 
loj, feeltutt, )57 

Hobbt, Reverend Doctor S. L; 79 

Batchkin, Ebcneier: 42, 76 

HonHon, Sun: 3t, /o«Am((, 90, 93 

Howard, 0. O: work died, aio^ foot- 
natt 

Hubbard, David: toS; letter 
eroor Moore, 109-1: 
■1 Commiwioner of Indian ASain, 
Vt%; Pike hope* for cooperation, 
141; mxivea iutructiDnt from 
Walker, 143-143; ill-bealdi, 143, 
footnoU; write* to John Rota, 144- 
145; reply of John Roe* to, 146- 
147; inatmctad not to ofiet itale- 
hood, t6i ; advice to Crawford, 308 ; 



o Gov- 



311 

Hudwn, Geonte: 77, So, footmte; de- 
clatn Choctaw Nation "free and 
independent," ijt; dealinKa with 
Pike, 196; proclamation, 196, aio 

Humboldt: 343, foobiaU, 147 

HumphriTi, John J: 1I5, 118, footnalt 

Hunter, David: 048, 149, and foot- 
note, aso, 351, aSO) %66, 370^ 375, 
376, jia 

Hyanu, S. M: 155 

IixiHon: tribea from, 19 

Indian adoption: 169 

Indian camp: Lane plana ettablith* 
ment to prevent foraging into Kan- 
tai^ 130; to be located in Cherokee 
Neutral Landa, 333 ; Cooper reachca, 
354 

Indian country: weit of Arkanaaa and 
Miatouri, 19 ; tribea within, indige- 
noui and emigrant^ 19 and footnol*; 
populatiini, 30-31; cut in two by 
Miaiouri Comprofniie lin^ 30; re»> 



ervadoo tyttem ettablialied, si;- 
lifted with Dittrict of Ccjund>ia aa 
■trictly federal aoil, 33; Fugitive 
Slave Law declared operatiye with- 
in, 33; pretence of free negroet 
nnetiine* tource of grave danger, 
13, fcotnott; conitantly bcaet by dif- 
ficultiei, 34, 37 ; likely to be greatly 
reduced in area by Manypesny 
treaties 35; intruder* attracted by 
tuppoaed mine* of preciout meul*, 
iS, fottmotr; rivalry among cburdie*, 
37; intruder* to be removed by 
Agent Cowart, 46; practically no 
U.S. troop* within, 53-53; northem 
tribea of Ie«* importance politically 
than Bouthcm, 63, footnote; alave- 
holdiog politidana work through 
balftreed* to bold for South, £7; 
atrategic importanoe of, appreciated 
by Arkanaaa, log; militaiy neca- 
aity of tecurinK 131 ; Pike deacribc* 
aoJDum in, 134 tt ttq., footnote; 
McCulloch to give miUtary protec- 
tion to, r4S; McCutlodi layo plan* 
I of, 149; eatab- 



of 

coortt promited by treaty with great 
tribei, 177; poatal ^atem to be 
maintaiiied tfaiougbou^ ilo; U^ 
War Department reaolvea upon ex- 
pedition to, 370 

Indian Home Guarda; Pike in favor 
of Indian* aa, 133; no evi- 
dence that Indian* wanted ex- 
cluMvely aa, 148; individual 
Cherokee* at, 149-151 ; ditpoMtion 
to keep Indiana aa, 313; Roaa'a plan 
defeated by McCulloch, 336-337; 
audioriMd by Cherokee Executive 
National Council, aafi; Drew** regi- 
ment tendered to McCulloch, 237; 
Drew's regiment ncoiti Pike to 
Paik Hill, 340 

Indian Intercoune Law: difficulty in 
enforcing, x^, foatnole ; Greenwood's 
expoaition of, 390; Leeper aak* for 
copy, }is; Leeper reports troop* 



Digitized by Google 



38i 



en force law withJo 
Lcued DiRrict, J4S 

Indiui Proper^ Right*; put in jeop- 
ardy bjr pioneer idTtiice, al; 
tnoe-Minouri regioo, 19; rendered 
■ccuiT bj tmQ' promitei, ch«p. tii 

Indian Remoral: policy, 19, ftotntU; 
law for, 19, ftolmU; iDdenu>i6ca- 
don for, it4-i£e 

Indian State* in Union: (uggetted by 
nuthem politidaiu, ji; tuggeMed 
by Teiai newipapen, ji, ftaHwU; 
Ceafedera<7 promiaet to Choctawt, 
yS; DO awunmce of, to be given by 
Hubbard, 143; promiied in treatiei 
made by Confederacy, iSo and fool- 
m*tt, i£i; DaTit call* attention to 
clauaei in Indian trcadei providing 
for, 303; Proviaional Congrea* inod- 
ifiea treaty guarantee for, 304 

Indian Territory: amall tribe* find 
thrir w^ to^ 19, fmtaoU; annc 
for judicial pnrpoaea to Western 
Diatrict of Arkanaai, aj, footnote; 
in danger of being abolidonized, 
41-43; only borne for Indian* from 
Kaniaa, 36; drouth in, 58; political 
ataniB of tribe* in, fia, footnote; 
podtion with re«pect to Texas and 
Arkanaa*, 6j; topographical dc- 
•ciipdon of, 63; early intcmt of 
Texa* and Arkaniai in, 67; balf- 
breedi of, a planter claai^ 6j, 75; 
Knigbt* of Golden Circle active in, 
ii ; Indian) to be driven out of, 76 ; 
cut off froni communication with 
D.S. Indian Ofiice, Si, footnote; 
agenta within, alt aoutheni men, 81; 
Commiiuoner Dde urge* reoccupa- 
don of, 141 ; nrategical importance 
of, 14a; included within Tnn*- 
MiMiaiippi Dittrict of Department 
No. a, iSo 

Indian trade: liccnie* for, S9-C0; reg- 
ttladon* rapecting, ifi9-i7i 

Indiana: tribe* from, 19; W. G. Cof- 
fin from, 80 



it; participation in American Qvil 
War inevitable, 18; a* emigrant!, 
19; number of colonized, ao-ai; 
proportioD of (outbetn lo nortliem, 
ai ; tlave* endced away by aboli- 
tioniui, aj; aeized ai fugidvea by 
foulfaem men, 23 ; interctt* militated 
indirectly againat by Dred Scott de- 
cision, ag; teiriurial form of gor- 
emment for, jo^ footnote, jt, foot- 
note; treaty right* likely to be aeri> 
ouily affected by repeal of Missouri 
Compromise, %^\ plan for coloniz- 
ing Texas, 53, 5s; Knig^b of Gol- 
den Circle active amoog, SS; con- 
dition of, reported by Texa* com- 
misuoiMr*, 94; Choctaw and Chick- 
asaw friendly to Confederate States, 
ICO, footnote; enlistment, ija, 147- 
i49i >55t 181, footnote, 307, 310, 
311-319, 337, footnote, a^, 150, as*, 
footnote, ^^o, 175, 179; treadc* wiA 
Confederate States^ 157-158, 303* 
306; judicial righta nnder treatiea 
with Confederate State*, I7a-I74; 
military support secured early by 
Confederacy, 107; use of, by U^ 
as soldieia uncertain, 337 el teq.\ 
not subject to conicriptioa, aat, foot- 
note; reported arming themselvc* 
on southern border of Kansa*, aa8, 
footnote; conference with Lane at 
Fort Lincoln, 330; totally abandoned 
by U.S. government, S63, footnote; 
see also under name* of individual 
natioiu and tribes 

Interior Department: 53, to, ai8, foot- 
note, 343, 3(5, 373 

Interloper*: encourage slavety within 
Indian country, aa; see also In- 

Inter-triba] Coaference: documents re- 
lad ng to, called by the Chickasiwt, 
6t, footnelt; assembling of, at 
Creek Agency, 70; attendaitce, 71; 
action, 71-73; action not officially re- 
ported to U.S. government, Sa; 
Motey Kcnnard and Echo Harjo in 
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WuhiDgtaa at tiine^ wm planned, 
193; IndiaiM tolidt, 109, footnote; 
Iadc aRaogei for, to meet at Fort 
Lincoln, 14J, %^; CcAn deiire*, at 
Uuniboldl, 147; plant for, at Le- 
roy, 348; Hunter inttnicted lo hold, 
35a; diffetence between, aa planned 
by Lane and by Hunter, 950^ fool- 
nott; John T, Cox Eivca account of, 
atiz, footnolt 

Interview: of Pike and McCulloch 
with Cheidcee Confederate aym- 
pathizcn, t)s, ftttnott, 15a; of 
Lane with repreaentitiTea of Tarioot 
tribe* at Fort Lincoln propMcd, 
34), 346; of Coffin wid) Carruth, 
343, footmeU; of Carmtb with 
Creefc dclegatiaa, 345 

Intrigue: and diplomacy to effect Sem- 
inole removal from Florida, to, 
footnoW, Pike e x pe ct ed to nicceed 
in, with Soudicra Indiana, It, foot- 

Intruden: to be removed by Agent 
Cowart, 46; intcrfen with ilavety, 
47; Confederate military autbori? 
to nipplement tribal in eapulaion of, 
169; Agent Butler'i itportt, 3S5; 
Greenwood diacutaea metter with 
Rector, 390-391; Cowart repoita 
progreit in ranoval of, 39s, 396, 
a97; Cowart ^vea notice to John 
B. Jonea to leave Cherokee Nation, 
396 ; aee alto Interhftft 

lowaa: 1S9, foolnoU 

Iriih, O. H: 137, fotttiote 

lyanubbi: Choctaw tcboot at, 39, faol- 

Mtt 

J/icaov, Anhew: 19; indoccmenti 
offered to Indiani, 58; procedure of, 
71; oppoaed to political tenet* of 
John C. CalbouD, ijj 

Jaybawkbg: of Lane'* brigade, ajj, 
3J4, »77 

Jenniion, C R: 375, footutU 

Jesnp, Thomas 8: 1&4, footnoU, tCj 

JimNedijo*. Jjo, S4i 



Jim Fockmaik: 306, 33! 

John Chupeo: igS, footnoU, 199 

John Jumper : and Seminole removal, 
30, ftolneU ; f won boarding acboob 
for youth of tribe, 40^ fooliuU; ap- 
pi«acfaed by Albert Pike, 85, fool- 
noU, 197, footnoU, 198, feotnott; 
Hgn» complaint against General 
Jesup, 164, faotnple; signi treaty 
with Confederate States, 19S; sig- 
nature attached to Comandie treat- 
iea, 300, footneU; doing doty faith- 
fnlly, 319; letter K^ 337 

Johnson, Charles B: j6, fo»tw»lt, 98, 
footmott, loj, foolMtt, i9(\ fttlmtt, 
199. a<7. a«9. joi, 314. jas. )J». 
3Sa 

Johnson, P: 331, fflmaU, S33, 948, and 
footnote, 339, footnote 

Johnson, Jamea B: 103, fattntte 

Johnson, Richard H : 47, footnote, 105, 
footnoU 

JohnMD, Robert W: 31, footnote, 47, 
footnaie, 105, footnote, 137; corre- 
apondence with Albert Pike, 131, 
133; motioD, 304; Crawford serve* 
by request, 308 ; elected lenator, 334 

Johnaoo, Thocnas: ataveiy-propaga- 
tion work among Indians, aa, fool- 

JohnBon, W. Warren: 30] 
Johnson: ezodui from, 95 
Jonei^ Evan: 47, 93, 133, footnote, 117, 

3iS, footnote, 3341, 940^ footnttt, 393, 

393 
Jonea, H. P: 199, 34S, jjo 
Jonci^ John: 309 

Jonea, John B : 47, aSg, footnote, 396 
Jones, R. M: 75, 77, 79, 197, 344-S4J 
Jounwycake, Charles: 131, foornvie, 

IfiS, footnote 
Jumper, John: ice John Jumper 

Ka-hi-kb-tuhg-ka: 338, footnote 
Kannady, J. R: 115 
Kanaa: Indigenon* to Kansas, 19; suf- 
fering of, 309, footnate 
Kansas: Indian tribes in, 19; agita- 
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lioa for liw opnsai% np of, 38 ; com* 
pared with Choctaw cotmti;, ]t, 
footmU; niggetted organizctiao 
«UK« excitetnent aowng lodiuu, 
33-34: ridzens eocroach upon Cher- 
okee Neutral Landi, 46; drootli ii^ 
58 ; polhica] atatui of tribe* id, 6*, 
feoliule; and Cfaenikee Outlet 64; 
Elder, ddzcD of, iSfi; Pike deuret 
to raiN Indian battalion, 107; In- 
dian* with to fight, 337, foo/aaU 

Kansas Historical Sodetj': ColUetioiu, 
19, focbutt, 34, ftttneU 

Kansat-NebraAa BUI: effect upon In- 
dian ioteretta, 99, jj; settler* de- 

covettd by, 36; Seward' 
on, sS-S9 
Kansas Temtoiy: first diitricting il> 
legally included Indian lands, 15; 
free-state settlen charge Budianan 
government widi bad faith, 37 
Kappler, C. J : woA dted, 30^ fottmvU, 
34, f»otm»U, 49, footnote, 50^ foot' 
mote, 51, footnote 
Kaskaakias: frmn IlliwMS, 19 
Keitt, Lawrence M; 127, 119 
Kenite<fy, John C; »i, footnote 
Kidapooa : f rooi Indiana, 19 ; tarty in 
MisMniri, 19, footnote; denomint- 
tionatuni among^ 37, footnoU; nt- 
ugecs, 56, footnote; Leeper to com- 
municate widi, In name of Albcn 
Pike, 181, footnote; Pike hope* to 
meet, 189, footnote 
Kile, William; a6t, footnote, 374 
Kingsbury, Rev. Qtus: 40^ and foot- 

"^t*! 43, footnote, 76 
Kingsbury Jr^ Cyras: 79 
Kiowa* : 53; Texan* reported tamper- 
ing with, 310, footnote; messenger* 
from, J09; talk for, 310; treaty 
wiA, to be effected, 313, 331; dele- 
gation of, 334; Big-head, chief of, 
34a; Lone Wolf, chief of, 350; E-ia- 
sem-mm, chief of, 350; annual fet- 
tiva) of, 351; treaty with, 354 



Knight* of Golden Circle: probable 
influence with Arkania* Legislature, 
£8, footnote; eridencc of activi^ 
among Indian*, 68 ; halfbreeds be- 
long to, 86, footnote 

Kooiwha Female Scminaiy: 40^ foot- 



Land*; plot to dispossess Indian of, 
iS; pledged by U.S. government a* 
Indian potseiuon in perpetui^, 18, 
38 ; of Cherokee* extended north of 
thir^-serentii parallel, 11; of In* 
dians coreted by For^-niners, 3S; 
of Indians in Kansas excluded fiom 
local govemmental CMiti^ 35; al- 
lotment in sereralty proposed to 
Creeks, Choctaw*, and ChidMBawi^ 
58 ; ridation of treatie* to cost In- 
dians their, 86, footnote; proper^ 
rights of Indians guaranteed by 
Confederacy, i&i et leq.; Indiana 
to hare right to dispose of by will, 
173; Cherokee halfbreeds fear de- 
sign* upon Indian, iiS 
Lane, James H; 13 j, 339, 331, fool- 
'f'l a33i 34^ >Si ukI f»9tw»te, ais, 
ayo, 176, 378 
Lane, W. P: 3S7 
Laugfait^bonse, G. W: tio 
Leased District: 51 and footnote, 54, 
36, 37, footnote, 63, 67, 96, r79, 199, 
197. !¥>• 349 
Lee, Robert E: 88, foolmoU, 98, /oaf- 
Lee, S. Orlando: letter, 73-79, »97> 

footnote 
Leeper, Matthew: 37 and footnote, 83 
and footnote, 96, 98 and footnote, 99, 
180, footnote, 199, footnote, 303, 
304-307, 311, 311-319; temoral of, 
asked for by Rector, 333; death of, 
339, footmoU; charges against, 333 
Leeper Paferi: cited, 57, footnote, 99, 
footnote, 101, footwott, iSr, footnott, 
1 86, footnote, 199, footnote, aoo, 
footnote, 30I, footnote, 339-357 
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Lee"* Ctak: Cherokee kIuwI mi, j^ 

fevtnoir 
LefonUine, Louit: 90S, fettnale 
Lemf. S48, 36fi 
Lincob, Abnlum: 6g, 76, go, 86, fctt- 

"O^'i 9]t 9Si "h ***t footnntt, 181, 

I'li >34 o'xl footnoU, 350, 165, /m/- 

nete, 366, 374, 376, 378 
Uttle Capuin: 377, fottnoU 
Little Rod: 103, loS, 190^ feetmte 
Londoiv JobB T: lOf, fwtnoU 
Look J<diii: 198, footntU 
Lore, OrertM): 13, footnoti 
Lower Creeki: 5c% S0| fwtMit, 193, 



Lowrie, W«her; 75 

l-oyal Creeki": 193, fottwle, 19 j, 194, 
ftttlnotr, 19s, 199, 34J-346, 350, 354, 
359; MiSerinKt, 360; meuuief for 
relief of, 3(0 «( i*q., 173; uinuitiet 
of *1iottiles" to be Rpplied to relief 
of, 374 

Lnoe, John B: 135, iSi, f«9tmU 

McCauon, Thohm: jti 
McClerian, George B: 365, fotimtt, 

McCullodi, Ben: tj, faotmU, laok 
135, footntU, 141, ■43-144; letter of 
Hubbard to, 144-145 ; tttempt to w- 
core Cbeiokee help, 149-151; com- 
muoication with John Roei, 149; re> 
ply of JobD Ron to^ 150; contiptn- 
dence with Secretary Walker, 151, 
and faatwttt; reporti Choctawi and 
Chidaiawa u anzioo* to join Con- 
federacy, 155 ; sccompaniM Albert 
Pike, 189, footnote; give* authority 
for calling out lix hundred ringera 
from Fort Cobb, 19S, fQQtn^U; ob- 
jecta to appoiDlnient of Garrett ai 
colonel of Creek regiment, 113, foel- 
nofr; icu under direct orders from 
Richmond, 315 ; promite* to protect 
Cherokee borderi, 317 ; orders Stand 
Watie to take up poaition in Chero- 
kee Neutral Landi, 2S3, footmole; 
goea to Richmoikd, 257, faatnoU 



McCnlloch, Heniy E: 99, fatttnU, aaj 

McCnlbch, Tbcmaa C: 110, ftcttitU 

McDaniel, Jamea: sSa, fottrnte, 168, 
and foatmU 

Macbinatioiii: ieoeauonirt lympathy of 
Jndiani not due t<^ oi agenta and 
otben, 319, footaalt 

Mdntoah, Chilly: 91, 140^ footnote, 
193, and footnote, aoo^ footmoU 

Mclntoth, D. N: 93 

Mclntoth, Jamea: 3j6 et teq. 

Mclntodi, Roily: 193, footnote 

Mclntoah, William: 191, footaolt, 193, 
footnote; attempt* to bribe Jtdin 
Roaa, 3j6, footnote 

MdUe, Jobo J: preaenta petitiaa for 
renraral of Choctawa, ao, footnote 

McVnilie, M. H : 307, foobnU 

Maila: inaecuri^, 116; none in Indian 
country, 190, footnote; irregularis, 
330^ 351, footnote; nmat be prorided 
for in Leaaed Diatrict, 309; Recur 
hai no authority to eatabliih, 331 

Malfeaiance: Rev. TboDaa JduNoa 
■uapected of, 39, 41; few Indian 
Office .offidali free ftHo^ 56, foot- 
note; Waabbum implicated in, Sj, 
footnote; Indian agenta gnil^ of, 
363, footnote 

Maniaia* Junction: battle of, 316 

Mandan: auggcttcd territotjr of, 33, 
footnote 

Muorpcnny, George W: yt, footnote; 
Indian treatiea made by, 33, foot- 
note, %%; prmmae* to look inm vt- 
pedicDcy of Comaodie removal, 51, 
footnote; auggetta giving Indiana 
control of trade, 170 

Marcy, William L: 163, footnote 

M8r«hatl,F. J: 307 

Maryiville: 107 

Maai-meeting: of Cherokee* at Table- 
quah, 317 et leg., 326, 334 

Mathew*, John; ajs, footnote, 339 

Mayera, Abram G: 56, footnote, 197, 
footnote, 3]o, footnote, 387, aSS, 389, 
313 

Maye*, Joel: 114, footnote 
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MedidiKi: Tesaoi mitt, 305, 308; 

Lcepcr't requuitiaa am dm be hoD- 

<»ed, IJO-33I 
Memphit (Teno.) : 97, loift 134. f—l- 

MethodUt EpuGopiI Church Soudi: 37, 
ftotnoU, 3S, 40^ faatn«tt 

Methodim: 38 

MoiciD War: effect upon Indiu in- 
tcteiti, >l; Krrioe of Pike id, 13a 

Miamiet: fratn ludiuu, ig; charge* 
againit Agent Clover, 309, f»»t»QU 

Michigan: tribe* from, 19 

Mikko Hutke: 194, 944 

Militaiy Board of Arkanaai; 190 

MinneaMB: territoiT of Decotah to be 
carved out of, 31, fovtwU 

MiMton: of Pik^ 134 tt ttq.; of Hob- 
bard, 143 tl uq.; of Carrudi, 343, 
«4fi-a47 

Mitalonarie*; encourage ilavciy with- 
in Indian 00UDI17, la; amoDg In- 
diana, 39 et ieq.\ aaipccted of at- 
tsnpting to abotitionize Indian 
country, 41; diarged with inciting 
to murder, 47; learch organixatioo 
among CherokcM due to, 48 

Miuioiutry Htrald: cited, 40, footmie, 
41, faotmie 

Mii^oni: 39 et ttq^ 143 

Miniiaippi; Choctawa and Chickaaawa 
from, ao; Choctawa in, fight on aide 
of Soutl^ ao^ ftetmatt; Cooper, dti- 
aenot 41 

Mininippi River: 17, 63 

Mitaouri: Ki^pooa, Shawneca, and 
Delaware* tury in, 19, faotntU; iU' 
tereata heraelf in Indian alliance 83 

Miiaoiiri Compromiae: line approsi- 
matelj boundary between northern 
and louthcm Indian immigrania, 11 ; 
encroachment upcn northern right* 
under, 33; a* affected by Kanta*- 
NebraAa bill, 30 

Mitchell, Charle* B: 97, 98, 334 

Montgomety: 7S, 87, foetnatt, 94, 109, 
19a, 196, 397 

Moore, Andrew B: 108 



Moore, Frank: woric cited, 45, /oaf* 
n»te, 135, footnote, 337, footnott 

Moore, Tboma* O: 153, 191, footnott 

Moo4bo-Ie-tubbce: diattict of, 34, 
footnott 

Moravian*: 38 

Morton, Jaduon: 117 

Motcy Kenoard: 58, footnote, 80, foot- 
nott, 93, 94, 119, 191, knd footnott, 
>9]i t99> aoo, footnote, aiS, footnott, 
*43. 337 

Mound Ciqr: ajo, footnote 

Mtmaeea: from Ohio^ 19; Moraviaa* 
among; 38 

Murphy, J; 119 

Mu(-co-kce: territoiy of augg eac ed, 
31, footnott 

Navajoi: (uggeated tenitoiy of, 3s, 
footnott 

Nc-a-m*th-]a: 193, footnote 

Nd>ra*ka: indigeoou* tribe* ia, 19, 
footnote', agitation for opening up 
of, 38 ; drouth in, 57 

Ne-con-he-ooa : 3<8, footnott 

Negroei: Choctawi charged with mix- 
ing with, ao, footnote; Credu al- 
most completely mixed with, it, 
footnott; Creek* poaiea* do averuoo 
to race mixture, 33, footnott; no 
right* that white men are bound u> 
reapect, 39; Quantrill plan* to ret- 
cne, 4S; Indian* agree to return 
furtive, iSS, footnote] tix hundred, 
aeized by Kaoaana, 334 

Neighbor*, Robert S: 56, footnote 

Neoibo: auggeated territory of, 31, 
footnott 

Neosho River: ao8, 377, footnote 

Neoiho River Ageo^: jo, footnott; 
invaded, 35, footnott; EJder put 10 
charge of, i8£; Indians of, at Port 
Smith Council, 341 

Neutrality: McCulloch agreea to re- 
spect Cherokee, 136, footnott; of 
Indian* Karcely poaiiblc, 143 ; Chief 
Roei give* reason* for preserving 
'47i tSOt Chief Rom object* to vio- 
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latloD td, Ejo; mijoriq' of Chero- 
kee* favor, 15] ; Chief Ron*! Ptoc- 
laroaiion of, i5)-i54; diiciurioa in 
CbercAn meedng at Tahleciuah, 
uo tf itg. ; McCuUoch orden Stmtl 
Watie's men dm to interfere widi 
Cherokee, 137 
New Hope Acadenj: 40, lottmU 
Ntw Orleant Pitajumt: ji, foolntlt 
Ncwipapets: 47, 75, So, fMtntU 
New York Indiana: from WiaoooNii, 
19; reaervatioii inraded, 35; mem- 
ber* of Neoalia River Agency, 51; 
Refugee* camp upon landi of, a£o 
North Catolina: Cherokee* fight on 

tide of South, ao^ footmoU 
North Fork Village: 93, 94, 95, 157, 

its, I9> 
North Fork of Canadian: 67, 136, 

fMtnole, 1S9, footnatt, 154 
Northern Biptiitii jS, 39 
Northern Indian*: ccJonized within 
linuti of great Amei4c*a de*er^ iS; 
relative poaition of, 11; Pike hoped 
to exert influence over, aoS; report- 
ed organized into *pj caropaiue* hj 
Federal*, 306 

Oak Hills, or Witun'* Creek: battle 
of, 315, 316, las, 357, footMie 

Ochiltree, William B: 119 

OSice of Indian Affair*; plan* for re- 
moval of Citawba* from Carolina*, 
30, foolnote ; take* meaaurea for re- 
moval of Senunole* from Fkirida, 
30^ faatn»tt\ refuse* to remove 
Choctaw* from MiNisuppi, 30^ 
foetnett; unable to execute plan for 
removal of Tesaa Indian* before 
*'S9. S*; 'cply of Creda to pro- 
pa*att, 5S; patronage of, 59; out of 
communication with Indian Terri- 
toiy. Si, faotaetr; complaint filed 
at, 96; in pouenion of document* 
incriminating D. H. Coi^r, iSti; 
diwwntiaue* Indian allowance*, 193; 
•upporta War D^artment, 171 



Ogden, John B: S9, fotttuU, loS, 

f»ttii»tt, 115, fattmtU 
Ohio: people of, deiiie informatioD 

about MauTpenny Ireatiea, 33, /oaf- 

Okinagan: niggetted territotjr o^ 33, 

footnoU 
Ok-ta-ha-ha**ee Haijo [Sand*]: 194, 

944, and fatlMHt 
Old Choctaw Agewy; 311, ftptnott 
Oldham, W. S: loo^ foalnQU 
Old SnltuA Gtwtlem*»: 107 and 

fo»liuU 
Old Settler* Party: 49 
Omaha Miatioa School: yoatht from, 

enliit in ani^, »xj, fovlnttt 
Omaha*: 137, ftetwatt 
Opoedi-le-yo-ho-la: 138, ftohutf, 193 

and foctmU, 194, 195, ftatMoU, 19S, 

foomte, 336, ftttmele, 343i ^SSi 

fo9t*»U, 354 »t ttq^ 3GS, 37S 
Oregon: occupied, 3S 
Oiagc Maoual I^bor School; 38, 

Oiage Miaaion: 1S3, footMoU 

0»age River Agency: aoS, faatntU 

Otage Tre*^: 157 and fnatntU; laiKb 
in Kin*a* guaranteed by, itfa; 
model on nibject of rendition of 
■lave*, tij; tuvigable watera, 175; 
negotiated, 337 

Oaage*: indigeDon* to Kama*, 19; 
Great and Litde, ao, foofm»U; m- 
ervatioa invaded, 35, 393; deter- 
mined m re*iat nmoval, 36; Roman 
Catboliciun among, jg ; membeis of 
Neotlio Rirer Agen^, 51; negotia- 
ti(wa with Pike, 137, JMtmiU; de- 
■cribed a* "la^," 3oS, fcotnott', 
letter to, from John Roi*, 333, 33S, 
footntU; band* of, 337 

Otit, Elmer: 3to, faotmoU 

Otoe*: 309, faatnott 

Ottawa*: from Michigan, 19; ngard 
removal a* uieles*, %6, footnatt', 
Bapiittt amimg, 38 

Ozark Mountain*: 19, faottuU 
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PAcmc Raiuoad SuKvm: dted, 54, 
foolnole 

PR-hm-dci: 33S, footmU 

PrdoIi: emmtj of, 68, footnoU 

Pipe, Hear)': 1S2, fMlmoU 

Park Hill: Cherokee tchool at, 19, 
foatmie', rcndence of John Rni, 
iSSi foolmle, iSS, footnote; John 
Rom at, 150; W. S. Robertaoo re- 
tirci to, atS, footnote; Pike invited 
to, 134; treadci oegotiated at, 3J7 

Parker, Eli S: uS, foolnoU 

Parker, Tbomaa Valentine: norfc cit- 
ed, 49, footnote 

Park*, Robert W: 3SS 

Paa-co-fa: 19S and faolnole, 319 

Pamiee*: purchase from, 33, footnote; 
offer to cnliat in U. S. armj de- 
clined, 317, foolnole 

Pea Ridge: battle of, 13S, footnote, 3S4 

Peatce, N. Bart: isc^ 131 

Pegg, Major: »$(, as? 

Peoria, BapliMe; 33 j, footnote 

Peoria*; from Illirtcn*, 19 

Petition: of ReprctentatiTC John J. 
McBac, to, foolnott 

Phelpt, J. S: Si, footnoU; iii, foot- 
note, 340, footnote 

Phillip*, U. B: work dted, 134, foot- 
note, 191, footnote 

Piankeihawi: from IlliDoii, 19 

Pickeoi: CDun^ of, 68, footnote 

Pierce, Franklin: 41, footnote, 56, /oof- 
Pike, Albert: dislike of Vlo Don), 5s, 
footnote; conccmed with Choctaw 
Cora CtMitract, 57, footnote; and 
Cboctaw eomdumonera, 7S; write* 
to Seminole chief, 14, footnote; tel- 
egram, loj, footnote; poem in hon- 
or of Elia* Rector, 106; correapon- 
deuce widi Robert Toombs ii9> 
ij'i 134 ■Dd footnote, 1$! and foot- 
note ; appdnted by Prctident Davi* 
apecial commitaioner to Indian* 
wc«t of Arkanut, 130; corrctpon- 
dence widi R. W. Johaaon, 131, 13a ; 
writiogt, ija, footnote, 133 ■■x' 



footnote; uDJntt to John Rom, 134, 
footnote; commiauoaer from Arkan- 
*aa, 190-191; view* an dm of In- 
diaoi ■■ aoldieia, 149; continue* 
iotercoutM with Ridge Piity, 156 
and foolnole; moderate in promiie* 
to itTong tribe*, 163; aianmet finaiH 
dal obligation* in name of Coafed- 
trosy, 163-164; open* commnnica- 
tioD with Indian field aervice, iSo- 
iSi ; offer* poit to Lccpcr, tSo, foot- 
note; negotiate* with Creek*, i93- 
I9J ; negotiate* with Cboctaw* and 
Chidcaiawa, 196-197; n^otiate* 
with Seminole*, 197-199; negotiate* 
with wettem Indian*, loo-aoa, 100^ 
footnote; report tnbmitted by Pre*- 
ident Davia to Proririaaal Congrctl, 
10*; invited to be present at con- 
sideration of Indian treaties, aos; 
desire* to raiN an Indian battalion 
from Kansas^ loS; informed of 
Cherokee willingneM to trea^ 334; 
asugned to command of Indian 
Territoiy, 353-154, 333; Van Dom'a 
plan* for, aSo, 383; retire* to Fort 
McCulloch, 3S4; condnDc* Charles 
B. Johnson as contractor, 301-303; 
receive* Lccpcr** apology, 356 

Fikt, W. L: 194 

Pine Ridge: 4], footnote 

Pina: S6, foolnott, 135, footnote, 137, 
footnote, 13S, footnote, 316 

Pioneers: iS, footnote 

Pitchlynn, P. P: 74, 77 

Pitchlynn, W. B: 197 

Policy: of U. S. government with re- 
spect Co Indians, iS; of Confeder- 
ate State* government, 147 

Politician*: a« inlluendng Indian pol- 
icjr of government ig, footnote; mo- 
tive* of, 31 ; demands of, for In- 
diana, 3t ; reason for urging «ece*- 
*ion tmang Indiana, 98, foolnole; 
unjtut chargM against Ro**, 150 

Polk, Jame* K: work dted, 49, foot- 
note, ififi, footnote 

Pomeroy, Samuel C: 331, footnote 
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Pontotoc: CoudQ' of, 6S, footnote 

Pope, J<riiD: 105, footnett 

Populition: ol iDdiaa countr;, lo-ai; 
of Kiutheni auperintendenc]', an, 
footnott; of Creek Nitioa u nti- 
mated by Agent Garrett in report 
to Hubbard, 153-153, footmt* 

Poftal (yttem: to be maiDtaioed by 
Cmifedeiate Stales throu^uNtt lo- 
dioD counti;, tSo 

Potawatomiec from Indiana, 19; Ro- 
man CathoIiciNn among, jS; South- 
em Baptiiti among, jS 

Poccau RiTcr; 108 

Preibyterian Board of Foreign Mi*- 
■iooa: J7, footnott, 44 footnott, 41, 
79 

Pretbyteriani (Old School ) : jg, foal- 
nott, 39, 40, footnote, 41 

Price, Sterliitg: i}S, footnote, 115, 357, 
footnote, 3go, 383, 313, 33fi, 334 

Piince, J. E: 98, footnott, a3i, footnote 

Proclamation: of Rom pledging Cher- 
okee neutrality, 153-154; of HudMm 
announcing Choctaw independence, 

Pro^laveiy men: intrenched among 
Shiwnecs louth of Kantu Rirer, 
35 ; aettled upoo Cherokee Neutral 
Laoda, js, footnott 

Protectorate: over Indimn tribei aug- 
gested, 130, 143, 15!, 190 

ProviuDoal CmgrcM of Confederate 
State*: act of. May 11, iSti, 130, 
15S and footnott; contider* treaties 
with Indian tribet, aoa-3o6 

Pulliam, Richard P: iSj, footnote, 184, 
394. »9S. 497. 3". 3*4 

Pushmataha : George Folsom, diief of 
district of, aj, footnote; District 
of, 34, footnott 

Quakers: 39 

Quantrill, Wm. Clarke: 48, 314, fool- 

Qaapaw Treaty: 157 and footnott 
Quapiws: 51, 64, 67; in coui»dl with 



Creeks, Cberokees, Seminolei^ and 
Sacs, 94; negotiations widi Pike, 
136, footnott, 335, footnote, 137 
Quesenbuiy, William: 1S3, footnott, 
184. 190, footnoU, 194, joj, 333 

Rat, p. OtUAH : woA dted, as, fool' 
nott, 34, footnott, j8, footnote 

Reagan, J. H : 330^ footmtt 

Rector, Bliu: superintend* lemoral 
of Sctninolet, ao^ footnote, iSs, foot- 
note; demands for Indians, ji, fool- 
mole; Cooper writes to, 43; ur|^ 
that Frozen Rock be converted inU 
roilitaiy poat, 53; enter* into sort 
of private contract with Johnson 
and Grimes, $6 aitd footnote; 
Grime* and, 57, footnote, 185-389; 
relieved, Sc^ footnote; aecond* ef- 
forts of cousin, 106; suggestioa to 
Cooper, io<-io7, footnott, 187; givn 
letter of introduction to Gaines, 113; 
givea informatko cociceming Choc- 
taws and ChidcBsawB, iso; attempt 
of U. S. government to find nicce**- 
or tov 183; uiKertainty a* m when 
entering Confederate service, iga, 
footnott; interview with Pike, 190^ 
footnott; in company of Pike, 197, 
198, footnott; writes to Lceper, 199, 
footnott; expense account of, 304; 
complsini agsinst Pike, 311 

Rector, Henry M: loa, ita 

Red Pork of Canadian: £7, 355 

Red River: 55, 61, 77, 91, 95, loo and 
footnott, 108, 139, footnote, 175, 
347> 149 

Refugees: Opoeihleyohola, leader oS, 
195; Coffin prepares to meet, 359; 
take up station between Verdigrii 
and AAanaa* Rivers, 359; apprnt- 
imate number of, 360 and footnott ; 
tufferings of, 160-361 sod fooiaotti, 
165, footnott, 171 ; absolute dcstitu- 
tioQof, 173, footnott; Dole furnish- 
es supplies to, 174; jmm icsoluttoa 
for relief of, 374; annuities of hot- 
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tile Indiuu to be diTCrtcd to relief 
of, 374 uid fMtaoU 

Regiment: Colooel Cooper't filled with 
Texutt, 7S ; Choctmn-ChidiMW 
utd Cieck, 310-311; Creek, tfi elect 
it* own officen, 313 ; Drew'i, 01- 
guuzed, 136-U7; woik md chir- 
■cter of Drew'i^ 140 and footuott; 
t>t CboGtaw-Chidcuaw Mounted 
Riflei, of Creckt, tad of Cbenikee 
Mounted RiJle*, ajl, fattwttt, ifia, 
fvututU; Drew's deeem Cooper, 
356; only one white, in wbde In- 
dian Department, aSo; Lecpcr aAa 
for at leaat one, to keep order on 
Reserve, J49 

Rcid, Alexander: ji, ^t 

Removal: of ladiana more or leu 
compulsory, 19 and ftalnete; slav- 
eir advaitced as ofajectioii to Indian, 
ii-aa; make* no differeiMX in mat- 
ter of slavery among Indians, as; 
diffioiltie* within Indian conntiy in- 
cident to, 37; CaUuMtn's plan fin, 
37; U. S. government slow to adopt 
policy of, 37-iS ; settlers demand, of 
lodiaDS from Kansas, 36; certain 
tribei CMKemplating, 36, foalnvte; 
of Indians from Kansas delayed on 
account of Civil Wat, 37; Mum»- 
«rf Herald useful for history of, 
40^ footnote; reasons for, 48; pro- 
ject for, of Cherokee! causes die- 
■eniions within tribes, 49; of Texas 
Indians, 51; Wichitas aak for im- 
mediate, 56; guarantee of territorial 
integri^ in tieaties arranging for, 
itiD-ifii; indemnification for, 164- 
t66; Choctaw claims under treaty 
of, i9< 

Reservation: system, introduced into 
trans-Missouri region, 31; Creeks 
disgusted with Idea of individual, 
S< 

Reserve Indians: see tndiam of Lea$td 
DutricI, fF'tthUtu, Tmk»wm, Eu- 
chtu, etc 

Resolutions: of Choaaws, Februaiy 7, 



iSti, 73-74, 75 ; of Chickasaw Leg- 
islature, May 35, iS£i, 133-134 and 
footnote', otfered by Chilton of Ala- 
bama, 137; offered by Toombs for 
•Ppmntment of special agent to In- 
dian tribes 139; of ChoctawB and 
Chidasawi showing friendly dis- 
position towards South, ijoand foot- 
note', passed at Cherokee mus-meet- 
ing at Tahlcquah, August, iSfii, 
3tS, footnote, 333-335; joio^ for re- 
lief of Indian refugeea In Kanus, 

Rbodcs, J. F: work cited, 45, footnote, 
139, footnote, I4(, footnote 

Richardson, James D : work dted, 139, 
footnote, 15I, footnote, 303, footnote 

Ridge, John: 47, footnote 

Ridge, or Treaty Party: in favor of 
Cherokee removal, 49; coDnivea 
with Ben McCuIloch to circumvent 
wishes of Chief Rnea, t ji ; minority 
party, 153; Pike's intercourae with, 

- continues, iffi; attempts to develop 
public sentiment in favor of Coo- 
federai7, iij; oolUsioo with Ross 
faction, 340 

Robertson, W. S: loi, footnote, igi, 
footnote, 3iS, footnote 

Robinson, Charlct: 33S, 134 

Rocfc-a-to~wa: 3ji, footnote 

Rogers, H. L: 333, 333, 336, 3J7 

Rolla: W. S. Robertsoo fleeing from 
Indian countiy, reaches, 318, fool- 

Roman Catholics: 3I, footnote 
Roes, John: correipondence^ 69, foot- 
note, uncle of Vftn. P. Ross, 71; 
instructions of, 71, footnote; influ- 
ence, 73; character, 73, footnote; 
letter of Dole to. So, footnote; SO 
one firmer friend to Union than, 
t6, footnote; correspondence widi 
Jtim B. Ogden, S9, footnote, 115, 
footnote; called upon by commis- 
sioners from Texas, 93; letter from 
Governor Rector, iis ; letter to Rec- 
tor, 117; letter from dttiens of 
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'beoBiiaom, itt, fntmtt, 114; J. R. 
Kuuiidy oommDoicatM with, 135; 
itmia produnidon of oentraliQ', 
I35i iS]->54; Albert Pike nnjoM to, 
iMi f'ft^tf, letter of HuUiud to, 
144-145; Tepl7 to Hubbard, 145-147 ; 
conctpoodence with Ben McCui- 
loch, 149-151 ; tinceri^ poMibly 
doubted, 16S; declired ibrewd, 1S9, 
footnote ', Bidge Pir^ atteniptt to 
undenniuc popularly, 115; attendi 
meedDE of Cherokee ExecutiTe 
Coundl, 317; addrev, aao, sij; 
■uapected of not actjng in good 
faith, %»6; ootifiet Pike of Chero- 
kte wilUngneti to treat, 134; ootn- 
■mmicaiea with Cre^ and Of aget, 
a}5; called upoa to rally Oterofeeet, 
156 
Rom, Lewis: 13S, footnoU 
Ron, Mit. John: taa, footmoU 
Roai, Mn. WilliuD P: work dted, 71, 

Rom, William P: 71, 89, foolMit, 
116, footwoU, IJ7, footnott, 139, fool- 

MOte, 317, 31J 

Rom, W. W: aio, ftohuU 
Roaa Party: opposed to mnoral, 49; 
majoriQr party, 153 



ass 

Route: of Opoethleyofaola'* retreat, 

3ti-a63 and foolmit 
Run, Albert: 105, footnote 
Rutheifbrd, A. H: jo, footnote, 19^ 

footnote 
Rutherford, Samuel M: 86, footnote, 

i8j, 199 and footnote, 319 

Sackett, Maj<«; 98, footnott 

Sac* and Foxn: of MiiMMiri, 36, fool- 

MOU 

San Antonio: 53, footnote 
Sandi: aee Oi-ta-ha-htatee Harjo 
Schocnmaker, John: iSs, footnote 
Scott, S. S: 19S, footnote, 301, footnote, 

314, J3I 

Scot^ Winfield: 88, footnote, 97, 349 



Snttuh Songf. work dted, 108, foot- 

Serev) Fly: woik cited, 56, footnote 

Sculiyrille: Choctaw eooititntian of, 
51; Creek regiment fonning at, III 

Sefaaitian, William K: 106, footn^e, 
387 

SeceMkn: meeting held by white men 
and Choctaw half-blood*, 77; Pm- 
byterian ordained miMionaries favor, 
79; Indian country thieatened by 
adTOcatea for, go; Indian agent* ac- 
tive for, Si-83 and foatnote; mer- 
cenary motivw in ur^ng, gS, foot- 
note; tentiment in Aritanui, 103 
et re^,; Pike offera argumenn for, 
133; Mcret orgaoinlioa of 'Tina," 
i35> footnote; Stand Watte"! party 
afraid to raiK flag of, 140^ footnote; 
targe element within Cherokee Na- 
tion favora, 153; Griffidi appointed 
committioDer to interview Indian* 
in intcmb of, 1S4; Indian oppon- 
ent* abaent from Pike** meeting at 
North Fork Village, 193; Jonei mott 
praminent of Choctaw advocate*, 
197; traces of infln^m-^ of, aog; 
AuguK mui-mecting of Chendcee* 
ending In, 317 

Second Seminole War: 30^ footnote, 
33, footnote, 164, footnote, 164-166 

Secret Sodety: porpoie of organisa- 
tion, 33, footnote; in MiMouri, 35, 
footnote; among full-blooded Cher- 
okee*, 48 ; "die Pin*," 86, footnote, 
ijS, footnote, ti6; among Chero- 
kee* for ab<ditioD purpoaet, 391, 
393 ; Greenwood order* it* di**olu- 
ticNi, 19a; Cowart** viewa upon 
tchemea of, 394 

Sells, Elijah: 186, footnoU 

Seminole Trea^: 157 and footnote; 
declare* allegiance to C.S^ 159, 
footnote; contain* g^oarantee of au- 
toDoniy, IJ9, footnote; containa 
promise of iepTe*entati<N) in Con- 
gre**, 159, footnote; itegotiated. 
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197-1991 >97i fMtn»U', conildetcd 
by PraviNimil CoDgrcu, aof 

SenuDDle*: from Florida, ao; removil 
in late 6ftie*, »o, footnote; MUui 
of free negiD ■moDg, 40; Preibj- 
teriani unang; 40; ma&ifot uily 
*lighi intcreM in edtmtiiM^ 40, foot- 
Melt; giveti hoBue in Creek tmaarf, 
jo; deatltute, 57, footnote; ttpaaea- 
tadvct at inter-tribal eoaference^ 
71; letter to chief of, So^ footnote; 
cooditioo reported by Camrih, 84, 
foatnolt; in coonci] with Citcki, 
Cherokeet, Quapawi, and Saci, 94; 
negotiatiMM of Pike with, ijS, foot- 
note; complaiu againtt General 
Jeaup, 1S4, footnote; Rector'a tran*- 
■aiona with, rSi, footnote 

Seneca and Shawnee Treaty; IJ7 and 
footnote 

Senecai: 51, $4, 4?; negotiatiaiu of 
Pike widi, ijtf, footnote; from Cat- 
taraugus ReservaiioD, 217, footnote 

Seoecai and Shawneet: 51, S4, 67; ne- 
godationa of Pike wiO, 136, foot- 

Settlen: in Kanaaa demand that In- 

diaoi vacate territory, $6 
Seward, William H: reference to 

"higher law" apcech, 4a, footnote; 

Chicago apeet^ 58, 75; Senile 

Shawnee Manual Labor School, 38 

Sbawnee Mitaion: woik of Rev. 
Tbomaa Johnaon at, aa, footnote 

Shawneet: from Ohio^ 19; tarry in 
Miaaoori, rj, footnote; pro-*lav«ry 
men among, ] j ; reported by Agent 
Dom at anzioua to leave Kantaa, 
]£, footnote; Baptiit achool on res- 
ervation of, 38; Soiithem Mcthod- 
isla aimng, 38; as refugee^ 57, 
footnote; trouble over tribal elec- 
tions, 109, footnote; attack Wichiu 
Agen^, JI9, footnote 

Shoiv-tah-sob-ba [Blade Dog]: ajs, 
footnote, asS, footnott 



Short Bird: 319 - 

Shodione: suggested territory of, 31, 
footnote 

Siebert, W. H: woA dted, 23, foot- 
note, 49, footnote 

Sigel, Fratia: 115, footnott 

Sitnon, Ben: 339, footnote 

Sioux: aprisin& ai, footnote; warriors, 
117, footnote 

Slaughter, Thomas C: 108 

Slavery: in Kanias^ la; enoouraged, 
la; among Sontbem Indiana, aa, 
aga; influence of diurches upon, 
37; white tnen to prevent abolition 
amoog Indiana, 43; oppoudon 
among Cboctaws and Chickaaaws, 
45 ; is being interfered widi by in- 
truders, 47; cause in jeopardy 
among Cherokee*^ 48 ; North to ex- 
terminate unong Indians, 145; rec- 
ognised as legal institution by treat- 
ies, 166 and footnote; offers easy 
solution of labor problem, ai9; Co- 
wirt reports complaints of interfer- 
ence with, 393 

Slaves: aa, 14a, 143, i44-M5> »<S. 
iM, footnote, 167, footnote, 171, ai6, 
afii 

Smith, Andrew J: charges against, 41, 
footnott 

Smith, Caleb B: 74, footmoU, 183, 34a, 
ayi, 374, "75 

Smith, £. Kirby: 100, footnote 

Smith, John G: 19a 

Smith, William R: work dted, to8, 
footnote, t09, footnote 

Soow, George C: 198, footnote, 199, 
footnote 

Southern Baptist ConventiMi: 39, foot- 

Southern Baptists: 3S, 39 
South Carolina: so, footnote 
Southern Indians: 18, ai, 33, 34, 36 
Southern Methodists: 38, 39, 40 
Southern Superintendencr: 30, foot- 

Sparrow, Edwsrd: 137 
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Sftaott Acnleiuy: 40, fvabtnU, 75, 

76. 7« 
Springfield: 314, ftttmU, 217, 355, 

3<]. 3>3. )J4 
Spy companiet: repoited equipped bj 

Federalt, 306 
Stand Watie: 49, ftttnalt, 157, ^evf- 

KA/r, 15}, 156, fattmote, 337, 340^ 

Stantoo, Edwin M: 376, 379 
StanwDod, Edward: work cited, 106, 

fvttnoU 
Stark, O. P: 76 
State Department (C8^): Albert 

Pike, CMnmiMooer fram, 134, f»ot- 

mole, ija ; Bureau of Indian Affaire, 

part of, lis, fttlMott 
Stepbeu, Alaander H: work cited, 

III, fMtnott, 119, fealnoU 
StcTciit, R. 8: 309, faotnote 
Stevmi, Thaddnu: 310, fechutt 
Stidham, G. W; 194 
Stocki: 61, 76, 30], fottnoU 
Stodttoti, G. B: 107, footnoU, 1S6, 

footMoU 
Strain, J. H: 315, 387 
Stunn, J. J: 199, aot, feotKott, i%o, 

III. 353, 357 
SnnuMT, Charles; 45, foalmlt 
Sur-CRi-k: a6i, ftolnoU 
Surveyors: 53 

TahLBQUAB: 19, ftonmte, 93, tSI, 
footmU, 317, and footmtt, 31 S, 
fMhttU, 316, 334, »37, 393 

Tallite Fixico: 194 

Tatun^ Mark T; 50, ftvtnoU, 104, 
footmlt, 196 

Taylor, J. W: 193, footMU 

Taylor, N. G: jo, jootmie 

TenncMee: Cheiokea from, 3o; John 
J, Hunphnyi frotn, 1S5 

Tennc]', W. J: work cited, 90^ foolimit 

Tenti: fumitbed to refugee*, a€t 

Territorial ezpan^on: at, jS 

Territorial fonn of gorenimeiit: 30^ 
31, feetnoU, 33 

Texaa: indigenoui tribe* in, 19, /»«f- 



noU; Indiana expelled frooo^ r9, 
footntte, j3, 340; Cherokee* in, so^ 
ftelmlt; annexed, >S; troopa from, 
53; Indian patronage, 59; Indian 
parddpation in Civil War, £3 ; in* 
tereat in Indian Territory, 67; in* 
tereit in lecuring alliatice of In- 
dian*, S3, IS, 90; intereat in am- 
netty proviaion* of Indian treade*, 
175-176; GoouniNianen from, iSj; 



3O0v foetnalt; dMitea Reaerre In- 
dian* placed uuder her juriadictian, 
397 

Texas Hiilorical Aiaociation QaarUr- 
If. work cited, 30, ftotnalt 

Texat Supcrintendeixy: 56, fotlntU 

Tliomaian, Hugh F: aaa, 335 

Tbompaon, Jacob: 45, ftotnaU, ^6, 54, 
S&, foatnaU 

Tiihomingo: coun^ of, 6S, foolnolt 

Tonkawai: 53 and feotmie, 1S9, f»»t- 
natt, 300, >oi, faotnaU, 340^ 353 

Toombt, Robert: 139, 131, 134 and 
footnote, 135, footnote, 153 

Totten, Jamei: 103, 104 

Traden: aa, 37, 59-60, 169 et leq., 
193, foatnole, 3jS-3j9, 319 

Trammel, Denoi*: 3Sg, 3S9 

Treat, S. B: 43, footnote 

Treatie*: 34, feotnate, 37, footnote, 53, 
7S, S4, footnote, it>3, 117, 133, foot- 
note; made with Indiint a* widi 
foieign power*, 17; Otuo dewre* in- 
fonnatioa ■■ to Manypeni^, 33, 
footnote; relation* to U.S. in, 70^ 
footnote; obligation to abide by, 71, 
footnote', reduction of fort* viola- 
tion of gnarantlea in, 97, footnote; 
retulting from council at Tahle- 
quah, 337 et teg.; with the Chero- 
kee* in part Ae remit of intimida- 
tion, 340^ footnote; with the Neosho 
Agency Indian*, 341 ; money due 
the Creek* under, 3S9 ; Pike report* 
all rati6ed, 330; amendment* to, 
313; manuactipt copie* of, 339-330, 
footnote; no Indian Department to 
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